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This financing guide has been created within the
project of the European Commission, DG
Environment ‘Support for implementing the 3
Billion Trees Pledge’ implemented by a consortium
led by Milieu Consulting SRL with the participation
of Ecologic and Stritih.

The 3 Billion Trees Pledge is an EU commitment
to promote the planting of at least 3 billion
additional trees in the EU by 2030, which was
expressed in EU strategic documents such as the
EU Biodiversity Strategy for 2030* and the EU
Forest Strategy for 20302. Organisations and
citizens who want to join the EU pledge can
register the trees they have planted through the
Forest Information System for Europe managed by
the European Environment Agency (EEA)? or
through the MapMyTree web App, respectively.

The EU pledge aims to address the climate and
biodiversity crises and for that reason requires all
planting initiatives to be subject to several eligibility
conditions, including ecological criteria, which are
described in specific documents, such as the Staff
Working Document “The 3 Billion Trees Pledge for
2030 and the Afforestation Guidelines®. More
information about the pledge and its progress can
be accessed on the dedicated website of the
European Commissioné.

While the EU pledge will not solve the climate or
the biodiversity crisis by itself, planting new trees
can contribute to a broader conservation action.
Additional action at global and European level is
needed to promote forest conservation,
environment and biodiversity protection and
substantial greenhouse gas emissions’ reduction.
Since trees take decades to grow and the effects
of carbon sequestration also need decades to be
materialised, action must be taken now to achieve
the additional carbon reduction needed in the
future?’.

Lack of funding and information on funding
possibilities is one of the main obstacles that
stakeholders mentioned during the outreach
events organised within the ‘Support for

1 Communication: EU Biodiversity Strategy for 2030 — Bringing
nature back to our lives.

2 Communication: New EU Forest Srateqy for 2030.

3 Forest Information System for Europe, How can | join?

4 SWD(2021) 651
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implementing the 3 Billion Trees Pledge’ project.
The stakeholders involved are already
implementing their tree planting initiatives or are
interested in such actions. While there is not a
specific funding instrument linked to the 3 Billion
Trees Pledge, an broad array of possibilities at EU
and national level have been identified within this
guide. This publication therefore aims to support
stakeholders interested in tree planning in seeking
financial support for their initiatives.

«=y OBJECTIVES AND
“=" TARGETED AUDIENCE

The main objective of this financing guide is to
provide information to stakeholders interested in
finding (additional) funding sources for their tree
planting initiatives and, potentially, in being
registered in the EU tree counter devoted to the
EU pledge. The guide can also be useful to
anyone interested in implementation of projects
with tree planting components or in implementation
of projects with a broader scope relating to
biodiversity and nature protection, in particular at
the intersection with forestry, urban and
agricultural land use planning. Since most of the
funding instruments described in this guide provide
funding primarily or even exclusively for
institutional stakeholders such as public
authorities, companies and organisations, this
guide will be most useful for such types of
stakeholders. Nevertheless, the guide can also
inform individuals who are interested in getting
involved in projects supporting tree planting and
nature protection about the existing financing
opportunities and types of stakeholders who are
implementing such projects.

With regard to the effective inclusion of trees into
urban landscape (including along transport
infrastructure), stakeholders who intend to
implement tree planting initiatives are
recommended to consult the local authorities for
urban green spaces.

5 Guidelines on Biodiversity-Friendly Afforestation,
Reforestation and Tree Planting
5 European Commission, 3 Billion Trees Pledge

7 SWD(2021) 651



https://mapmytree.eea.europa.eu/
https://commission.europa.eu/document/020f7141-d73d-4191-853e-c5918a52f9f3_en
https://commission.europa.eu/document/020f7141-d73d-4191-853e-c5918a52f9f3_en
https://commission.europa.eu/document/cf3294e1-8358-4c93-8de4-3e1503b95201_en
https://forest.eea.europa.eu/3-billion-trees/getinvolved
https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/documents-register/detail?ref=SWD(2021)651&lang=en
https://environment.ec.europa.eu/publications/guidelines-biodiversity-friendly-afforestation-reforestation-and-tree-planting_en
https://environment.ec.europa.eu/publications/guidelines-biodiversity-friendly-afforestation-reforestation-and-tree-planting_en
https://environment.ec.europa.eu/strategy/biodiversity-strategy-2030/3-billion-trees_en
https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/documents-register/detail?ref=SWD(2021)651&lang=en
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7y TYPES OF MEASURES
e.®* COVERED

The Guide provides information on funding
instruments for tree planting measures with the
objectives of ensuring biodiversity conservation
and climate change. It is meant to serve the
planting of native species or species that are not
regarded as commercially profitable but have
environmental benefits and the preservation of
genetic diversity within and between tree species.
This excludes the planting of invasive alien
species. The EU pledge is not only about planting
but also about nurturing, which requires long-term
planning and securing the survival of the planted
trees over decades.

Other measures that can benefit from this guide
include re-planting in case of loss and support for
tree nurseries.

The EU pledge covers planting trees in forests
areas, in agricultural areas and in urban areas, or
along transport or energy infrastructures.

% CONTENTS OF THE
GUIDE

The guide is organised as follows.

Chapter 2 presents the typology of the funding
sources, explaining the main features of the funds
falling in each category, including the way they are
managed, and the methods of disbursement of the
funding. For each funding category, an indication
is provided regarding its relevance for tree
planting.

Chapter 3 provides more detailed and practical
information about the selected funds which have
been identified as the most relevant in each of the
categories. This section is organised as a
compilation of fiches devoted to each selected
funding instrument, with useful links and examples
of projects which have been funded.

Chapter 4 presents information about advisory

WE GROW
TOGETHER

programmes, on-line platforms and other guides
related to the financing of projects with a focus on
environment and biodiversity, which can be used
as additional sources of information for the
potential investors and beneficiaries of projects
with tree-planting components.

Readers interested in practical information on
how to access funding in a specific Member
States are advised to consult primarily Chapter 5.

Chapter 5 contains country-specific information
and guidance about accessing EU funding as well
as national funding sources at Member State level.

Country-specific information is divided into sub-
sections dealing with EU funding under shared
management, EU funding under direct
management, national funding sources, and
innovative funding sources. A summary of funding
sources in the form of a table with practical
information including contacts is placed at the end
of each country-specific section.




Chapter 2:

TYPOLOGY OF THE FUNDING
SOURCES RELEVANT FOR TREE
PLANTING
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This financing guide focuses primarily on EU funding and national funding sources relevant for financing
projects focusing on biodiversity and nature protection, as these are the key general objectives of the 3 Billion
Trees Pledge. Additional types of funding instruments include international (other than EU) funding, and
innovative funding sources, which may be used both in national and international contexts. Furthermore,
stakeholders planning to implement tree-planting activities can use private market instruments such as loans
from financial institutions and a variety of subsidies and financing programmes provided by public institutions
at various administrative levels. Since the EU taxonomy for sustainable activities includes “afforestation” and
“reforestation”®, such types of measures are likely to be prioritized by the financial institutions/programmes
which aim at promoting sustainable investments.

Figure 1 below presents the typology of funding sources as presented in our guide. In the figure, the
managing authorities refer to national and sub-national authorities in Member States which are responsible for
management of programmes that guide the distribution of EU funding. These may be ministries and regional
offices as well as their subordinate institutions acting as implementing bodies. Some examples of other
sources of funding (other than EU funding) are listed in a box within the figure: these vary per Member State
(see Chapter 5 for country-specific information).

Member State level Sub-national level

Figure 1 Typology of funding sources

EU level

ERDF

(including Interreg)

National-level Programmes Regional Programmes

CF
(only Cohesion MS)

Cohesion Policy

Other sources including:
Own resources
Bank loans

Equity

Green bonds

NGOs
Crowdfunding
Lottery funding
Private funding
Biodiversity offsets
Payment for
Ecosystem Services

JTE Territorial just transition plans

EAFRD Strategic plans
(CAP)

Recovery and resilience plans

Grants and financial instruments

Grants

Financial instruments

py)
Py
m

]
.
[ 1
.

Contact Points and advisory services

InvestEU
(EIB)

The following subsections provide more information about these types of funding sources, while Chapter 3

8 For more information about the EU taxonomy, see the dedicated European Commission’s website


https://finance.ec.europa.eu/sustainable-finance/tools-and-standards/eu-taxonomy-sustainable-activities_en
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provides more detailed information about the selected funds.

ﬁ EU FUNDING

The 2021-2027 multi-annual financial framework
(MFF) together with NextGenerationEU, the
recovery instrument, form the largest funding
opportunities for biodiversity conservation and
climate change objectives in the EU budget. As
adopted in December 2020, the MFF provides
EUR 1 074 trillion for 6 years of which at least 7.5
% in 2024 and 10 % in 2026 and 2027 should be
devoted to biodiversity. As a whole, the MFF is
meant to provide a total support to the biodiversity
spending ambition of about EU 15 billion by
2026°.

The NextGenerationEU recovery package
provides an additional EUR 750 billion in loans and
grants through the Recovery and Resilience
Facility (RRF) which will provide EUR 672.5 billion
in loans and grants up to 2026 as well as through
REACT-EU, Just Transition Fund, Rural
Development, InvestEU, rescEU, and Horizon
Europe. The EU Biodiversity Strategy 2030 states
that EU 20 billion a year should be unlocked to
finance biodiversity1°.

EU funding that can be used for tree planting is
integrated into various EU funds, linking
biodiversity goals with broader themes, such as
management of land and natural resources, and
climate adaptation. EU funds can be divided into
two main groups: funds under shared
management and funds under direct EU
management. Shared management means that
most of the activities related to planning and
management of the funding is carried out by
Member State managing authorities, under
supervision and guidance of the European
Commission. Cohesion Policy and Common
Agricultural Policy funding fall into this category.

Direct management means that the European
Commission and/or its implementing agencies are
responsible for all the steps of programming and
management of the funding programmes while the
implementation of the projects is done at
national/local level. LIFE and Horizon Europe are
the principal funding instruments falling into this
category. An additional category of funds under
indirect management can be distinguished, with
the European Investment Bank (EIB) funding being
the main funding source in this category.

EU funding under shared
management

Under shared management rules, it is up to EU
Member States and regions to set up priorities and
decide how to distribute the available funding
across the principal priorities and how to set up the
Programmes that award funding to the specific
projects.

A group of EU funding instruments under shared
management encompasses three funds that are
relevant, among others, for environmental
(including biodiversity) and climate-related goals:
the European Regional Development Fund
(ERDF), the Cohesion Fund (CF), and the
European Agricultural Fund for Rural
Development (EAFRD). The ERDF and the CF
are defined as structural funds; these funds,
together with the European Social Fund (ESF) and
Just Transition Fund (JTF) are building blocks of
Cohesion Policy while the EAFRD reflects the
objectives of the Common Agriculture Policy
(CAP). Since the ESF focuses on social policy with
the main area being employment and skills, it is
not considered relevant for tree planting initiatives.
The JTF, on the contrary, may be relevant, as it
focuses on transition towards climate neutrality.

Among the Cohesion Policy funds, the ERDF
seems to be the most relevant funding instrument
for tree planting initiatives. As opposed to the CF

9 Financing Natura 2000, EU Funding Opportunities in 2021-2027, May 2022.

10 EU Biodiversity Strateqy for 2030

11
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and the JTF, it is implemented in all EU regions
(the CF and the JTF are targeted at less
developed regions and/or territories most affected
by the transition to climate neutrality). The CF and
the JTF are often used jointly with the ERDF to
support national or regional programmes. The
ERDF is implemented using two main types of
programmes: Member State-specific programmess
and European Territorial Cooperation (ETC)
programmes, referred to as Interreg. These two
strands are tackled separately in our guide.

The principal objectives and rules governing the
ERDF, CF and the JTF can be found in the
Common Provisions Regulation (CPR) for the
period 2021-2027, which sets out five Policy
Objectives (POs) for the financing period 2021-
202711, Two of these objectives are the most
relevant for tree-planting activities, namely??:

. PO 2: ‘A greener, low-carbon transitioning
towards a net zero carbon economy and
resilient Europe by promoting clean and
fair energy transition, green and blue
investment, the circular economy, climate
change mitigation and adaptation, risk
prevention and management, and
sustainable urban mobility’;

. PO 5: ‘A Europe closer to citizens by
fostering the sustainable and integrated
development of all types of territories and
local initiatives’.

The EAFRD can provide funding support
contributing to one or more of the nine specific
objectives of the CAP, which include among other
sustainable management of natural resources,
tackling climate change and preserving landscape
and biodiversity. The EAFRD is one of the two EU
funds under the CAP, dealing with rural
development. In addition, the European
Agricultural Guarantee Fund (EAGF) is mainly
used for direct payments to farmers that are linked
to a set of rules, including measures aimed at

11 Regulation (EU) 2021/1060

12 See Article 5 of the CPR.

13 According to the SWD 2021 (651), section 1.1.3, trees
planted due to legal obligations do not count towards the 3
billion trees pledge.
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biodiversity protection that could be implemented
through tree planting. This guide does not present
the EAGF in more detalil, since direct payments for
farmers and their conditionality is not seen as an
area falling within the scope of the pledge®.
However, it is worth noting that there is a new
interesting element of the EAGF called the ‘eco-
schemes’, which are voluntary direct payments
offering opportunities to use the EAGF to fund
annual management commitments on farms
contributing to environment, climate or animal
welfare, including measures to achieve Natura
2000 site management objectives.

EU funding under direct
management

Among directly managed funds, LIFE is the largest
EU funding instrument that can be used for tree
planting initiatives. LIFE supports exclusively
environmental and climate-related projects.
Horizon Europe is the EU instrument supporting
the development of innovative projects, including
projects aimed at tackling climate change and
promoting sustainable development. The third
source of funding in this category that is partly
relevant to supporting tree planting initiatives is the
Recovery and Resilience Facility (RFF), which
comprises green transition as one of its pillars.
Both LIFE and Horizon programmes are managed
by the CINEA agency which organises open calls
for proposals?*. Another implementing agency,
REA, manages and provides advisory services
concerning Horizon Europe funding in cluster 6 —
funding for food, bioeconomy, natural resources,
agriculture and environment®. The RFF funding is
disbursed according to multi-annual programmes
(Recovery Plans) prepared by each Member State
and approved by the European Commission.

14 CINEA, Horizon Europe

15 European Research Executive Agency, REA, Cluster 6:
Food, bioeconomy, natural resources, agriculture and
environment.
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EU funding under indirect
management

In addition to funding under shared management
and direct management, one can also distinguish
EU funding under indirect management, which
applies to situations when the European
Commission selects a partner institution for the
management and disbursement of EU funding.
The European Investment Bank (EIB) serves as
such an institution, and InvestEU is a flagship
initiative of this type. InvestEU supports, among
others, sustainable infrastructure, which may imply
projects with tree-planting components (e.g. within
a broad category of nature-based solutions).

.
/\u /\ﬂt NATIONAL FUNDING

National funding may take various forms, including
aid dedicated to environmental programmes and
funds, support to afforestation and land
management programmes, funding provided by
regional and municipal governments, by non-
governmental organisations and foundations or
even donors. National-level funding is also needed
to complement EU funding, which may provide up
to 100 % of funding for individual projects (this is
the case for most forest-related interventions
under the CAP). In our guide, an overview of
institutional national funding opportunities is
provided in the country-specific information
provided in section 5.

® INNOVATIVE
«52% FUNDING SOURCES

Innovative funding sources that are covered in our
guide include primarily green bonds, payments for
ecosystem services (PES), carbon farming and

16 See also the Commission’s Guidance on the Development of
Public and Private Payment Schemes for Forest Ecosystem
Services.
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crowdfunding. In these Guidelines, the concept of
PES follows the broad definition set in the
Commission Guidance on the development of
Public and Private Payment Schemes for Forest
Ecosystem Services?s,

National researchers engaged in country-level
research have identified several interesting
examples of innovative funding sources — these
are integrated in the Member State-related
sections. It was noted that both green bonds and
crowdfunding are becoming increasingly popular in
most Member States; however, the relevance of
green bonds for tree planting is often difficult to
assess. Examples of PES were found in a few
Member States (i.e; Finland, Luxembourg, the
Netherlands, Portugal, Romania, Sweden,
Croatia), with several others being in a testing
stage (Austria, Czechia, Hungary, Italy, Lithuania,
Spain). It can be noted, however, that the CAP
payments in the form of agri-environmental
measures that are used throughout the EU, can be
seen as particular examples of broadly understood
PES. CAP payments, however, cover only
compensation for income foregone and additional
costs incurred®’. On the contrary, under the new
State aid Guidelines, Member States will be able
to grant an additional incentive for PES beyond
income foregone/additional costs.

Furthermore, carbon farming, i.e. land
management practices to enhance the uptake and
storage of COz in soil and biomass, is gaining
popularity, and can also be seen as an innovative,
PES-like funding source. Planting trees and other
plants is also to be considered carbon farming, as
highlighted in the Communication “Sustainable
Carbon Cycles”. This type of measures is
supported in the EU within the CAP as well as
within LIFE and Horizon Europe funding
programmes!8. Moreover, the proposed EU-wide
carbon removal certification framework will scale
up carbon removal activities, including for planting
trees. The proposed regulation sets out rules to
certify carbon removals, based on high-quality
criteria and a sound process to monitor, report and

17 See for example Payments for Ecosystem Services

18 European Commission, Climate Action — Carbon Farming



https://agriculture.ec.europa.eu/sustainability/forestry/forestry-explained_en#new-eu-forest-strategy-for-2030
https://agriculture.ec.europa.eu/sustainability/forestry/forestry-explained_en#new-eu-forest-strategy-for-2030
https://agriculture.ec.europa.eu/sustainability/forestry/forestry-explained_en#new-eu-forest-strategy-for-2030
https://agriculture.ec.europa.eu/system/files/2023-07/guidance-dev-public-private-payment-schemes-forest_en.pdf
https://agriculture.ec.europa.eu/system/files/2023-07/guidance-dev-public-private-payment-schemes-forest_en.pdf
https://agriculture.ec.europa.eu/system/files/2023-07/guidance-dev-public-private-payment-schemes-forest_en.pdf
https://climate.ec.europa.eu/system/files/2021-12/com_2021_800_en_0.pdf
https://climate.ec.europa.eu/system/files/2021-12/com_2021_800_en_0.pdf
https://www.face.eu/sites/default/files/documents/english/payments_for_ecosystem_services_final_en_0.pdf
https://climate.ec.europa.eu/eu-action/sustainable-carbon-cycles/carbon-farming_en
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verify the authenticity of these removals, to create
financial incentives for land managers through the
generation of certificates.

Carbon farming and other initiatives involving tree
planting with a goal of generating carbon credits
exist both on a national and on a global level. For
example, the French initiative ,Label Bas-Carbone”
is an example of national measure (see country-
specific information about France for more details).
A project in Spain involves the development of a
carbon footprint Reqistry established and
managed by the Ministry of Ecological Transition
and Demographic Challenge to promote planting
trees initiatives subject to biodiversity and other
ecological criteria and with the purpose of
offsetting CO2 emissions (see the country-
factsheet). Global voluntary carbon market
currently undergoes rapid development, with
demand for carbon credits projected to increase by
a factor of 15 or more by 2024 and up to 100 by
20507°, Global certification and registry such as
Verra and Gold Standard ensure credibility of the
transactions.

INTERNATIONAL
@ (OTHER THAN EU)
FUNDING

International sources of funding beyond EU
sources can also be used for tree planting
initiatives. These include, among others, EEA and
Norway grants, funds from the Council of Europe
Development Bank, European Bank for
Reconstruction and Development (EBRD), and
Global Environment Facility (GEF). These funds
are, however, dedicated to a limited number of
Member States and, except for the GEF, are not
fully dedicated to environmental initiatives — they
focus primarily on economic and social transition,
including among its goals sustainable development
and tackling climate change. Due to their limited
relevance, they are not developed in this guide.

19 See Arbonics, 2022

14
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ERDF: MEMBER STATE-
SPECIFIC FUNDING

Key characteristics: Part of Cohesion Policy, with
the main objective of strengthening economic,
social and territorial cohesion across the EU.
Avalilable in all EU regions.

Key objectives relevant to tree planting: Two of
the Policy Objectives set out for Cohesion Policy
2021-2027: PO2 (Greener Europe) and PO 5
(Europe closer to citizens) are most likely to
support biodiversity-related goals. The range of
sectors covered by the ERDF is very broad,
including preservation of nature, biodiversity and
green infrastructure, as well as climate change
adaptation and resilience, taking into account eco-
system approaches?.

Volume of funding: Total volume of the ERDF in
the financial period 2021-2027 amounts to over
EUR 300 billion. In June 2023, PO2 (Greener
Europe?!) had a planned allocation of EUR 104.4
billion from the ERDF, while PO5 (Europe closer to
citizens) had a planned allocation of EUR 26.9
billion?2,

Management and disbursement: Shared
management, with Programmes on national and
regional levels in Member States. The
programmes are drafted according to common
guidelines and are approved by the European
Commission. Managing authorities in each
Member State are responsible for designing and
implementing the programmes and for the
selection of the specific projects to be funded.

Financing mechanisms: mostly grants but other

financial instruments such as loans, guarantees or
prizes are also possible, depending on the choice

of the relevant Managing Authorities.

Co-financing rate: Varies from 40 % for more
developed regions to 85 % for less developed
regions.

20 ERDF Regulation

2L Under this Policy Objective, the most relevant is the specific
objective 2.7: “Enhancing protection and preservation of nature,
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Types of eligible beneficiaries: Depending on
the programme; a broad range of beneficiaries are
eligible, including local authorities, enterprises, civil
society organisations, and individuals.

Advisory services: Advisory services are
provided by Managing Authorities of programmes
relevant to the country and/or region of the
planned intervention. However, not all Member
States include advisory services promoting
afforestation or other types of tree planting
initiatives. More information about the ERDF
(including information about all Programmes per
Member State) can be found under the following
links:

https://ec.europa.eu/regional policy/funding/erdf en

https://ec.europa.eu/regional policy/in-your-
country/programmes_en

Information about the use of financial instruments
in the ERDF can be found using the following link:

https://www.fi-compass.eu/funds/erdf

:Q Project example:

Improving the conservation status of forest
habitats in the Natura 2000 network in
Southwestern Bulgaria

The project contributes to improving the
conservation status, coverage and connectivity
of forest habitats in Southwestern Bulgaria.
Planned activities include afforestation and care
for the young forests and planting of over 2
million trees falling within seven protected areas
of the Natura 2000 network. Total budget of the
project: EUR 6.4 million, with EUR 5.4 million of
support from the ERDF.

https://kohesio.ec.europa.eu/en/projects/Q4697435

Information about additional projects can be
found on the following website:

https://kohesio.ec.europa.eu/en/

biodiversity and green infrastructure, including in urban areas,
and reducing all forms of pollution”.

22 Cohesion Open Data Platform, 23 June 2023. Note that the
allocations are amended during the programming period.



https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/en/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32013R1301
https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/funding/erdf_en
https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/in-your-country/programmes_en
https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/in-your-country/programmes_en
https://www.fi-compass.eu/funds/erdf
https://kohesio.ec.europa.eu/en/projects/Q4697435
https://kohesio.ec.europa.eu/en/
https://cohesiondata.ec.europa.eu/cohesion_overview/21-27
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ERDF: INTERREG

Key characteristics: Interreg is a part of
Cohesion Palicy; it is an implementing instrument
of the European Territorial Cooperation financed
by the ERDF. It supports joint actions of national,
regional and local actors from different Member
States. Interreg is divided into four main strands of
cooperation: cross-border (Interreg A, supporting
cross-border cooperation), transnational (Interreg
B, involving regions from several countries);
interregional (Interreg C, including Interreg
EUROPE, INTERACT, URBACT and ESPON) and
outermost regions’ cooperation (Interreg D)?3.

Key objectives relevant to tree planting: Two of
the Policy Objectives set out for Cohesion Policy
2021-2027: PO2 (Greener Europe) and PO 5
(Europe closer to citizens) are most likely to
support biodiversity-related goals. A number of
Interreg programmes (see Annex below with a list
of selected programmes) have set the promotion
of biodiversity as one of their priorities, and
therefore, they are potentially relevant to the tree
planting initiatives.

Volume of funding: In the financing period 2021-
2027, the Interreg programmes will have an overall
budget allocation of almost EUR 9 billion?*. EUR 8
billion will be allocated from the ERDF funding,
whereby EUR 900 million will be available from the
Neighbourhood, Development and International
Cooperation instrument — Global Europe (NDICI)?®
and the Economic Partnership Agreements (EPA)
grants?s.

Management and disbursement: After
consultations with the Member States, the funding
has been allocated to the specific Interreg
programmes in a 2022 Commission Implementing
Decision. Managing Authorities of each of the
programmes are responsible for the drafting and

2 Interreg: European Territorial Co-operation

24 Commission Implementing Decision (EU) 2022/74 of

17 January 2022 setting out the list of Interreg programmes and
indicating the global amount of the total support from the
European Regional Development Fund and from each external
financing instrument of the Union for each programme and the
list of the amounts transferred between strands under the
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implementation of the programmes and for the
selection of the beneficiaries.

Financing mechanisms: mostly grants but other

financial instruments such as loans, guarantees or
prizes are also possible, depending on the choice

of the relevant Managing Authorities.

Co-financing rate: Varies from 40 % for more
developed regions to 85 % for less developed
regions.

Types of eligible beneficiaries: Depending on
the programme; a broad range of beneficiaries are
eligible, including local authorities, enterprises
(especially SMES), civil society organisations, and
individuals.

Advisory services: Advisory services are provided
by Managing Authorities of each of the
programmes. More information about the Interreg,
including programmes per participating Member
State can be found under the following links:

https://ec.europa.eu/regional policy/funding/erdf en

https://ec.europa.eu/regional policy/in-your-
country/programmes_en

'_Q Project example:

The (Interreg VI-A) Germany/Mecklenburg
Western Pomerania/Brandenburg-Poland
programme (for the 2014-2020 financing
period) comprised Investment Priority 6D -
Common Conservation and development of
biodiversity. The project INT142 - Avenues as
refuges for biodiversity promoted protection of
street avenues as ecological corridors and
habitats for the preservation of biodiversity in
the Zachodniopomorskie Voivodeship and in
the Vorpommern-Greifswald district.2”

Information about additional projects can be

European territorial cooperation goal for the period 2021 to
2027 (notified under document C(2022) 131).

2 The new ‘NDICI - Global Europe’ (2021-2027)

% Interreg: European Territorial Co-operation

27 Avenues as refuges for biodiversity,
https://keep.eu/projects/22791/Avenues-as-refuge-areas-of--
EN/



https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/policy/cooperation/european-territorial_en
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv%3AOJ.L_.2022.012.01.0151.01.ENG
https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/funding/erdf_en
https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/in-your-country/programmes_en
https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/in-your-country/programmes_en
https://www.eeas.europa.eu/eeas/new-%E2%80%98ndici-global-europe%E2%80%99-2021-2027_en
https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/policy/cooperation/european-territorial_en
https://interreg5a.info/de/umsetzung/programm/liste-der-bewilligten-projekte/details/1/29/alleen-als-refugialgebiete-der-biodiversit%C3%A4t-der-schutz-der-stra%C3%9Fenalleen-als-%C3%B6kologische-korridore-und-habitate-zur-erhaltung-der-biodiversit%C3%A4t-in-der-woiwodschaft-zachodniopomorskie-und-im-landkreis-vorpommern-greifswald.html?start=0
https://keep.eu/projects/22791/Avenues-as-refuge-areas-of--EN/
https://keep.eu/projects/22791/Avenues-as-refuge-areas-of--EN/
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found on the following website:

https://keep.eu/projects/

COHESION FUND

Key characteristics: CF is one of the building
blocks of Cohesion Policy, with the main objective
of strengthening economic, social and territorial
cohesion across the EU. It is available in Member
States with a gross national income per capita
below 90 % of the EU-27 average (BG, CZ, EE,
EL, HR, CY, LV, LT, HU, MT, PL, PT, RO, SI, SK).

Key objectives relevant to tree planting: Two of
the Policy Objectives set out for Cohesion Policy
2021-2027: PO2 (Greener Europe) and PO 5
(Europe closer to citizens) are most likely to
support biodiversity-related goals. CF primarily
supports investments in transport and
environmental infrastructure, including in particular
the renewable energy sector. 37 % of the total
financial spending from CF are expected to
contribute to EU climate objectives?s.

Volume of funding: Total volume of the CF in the
financing period 2021-2027 amounts to ca. EUR
49 billion. PO2 (Greener Europe) has a planned
allocation of EUR 24.6 billion from CF (PO5 -
Europe closer to citizens does not receive CF
allocations)?®.

Management and disbursement: Shared
management, with Programmes at national and
regional levels in Member States. The
programmes are drafted according to common
guidelines and are approved by the European
Commission. Managing authorities in each
Member State are responsible for designing and
implementing the programmes and for selection of
the projects to be funded.

Financing mechanisms: Mostly grants but other
financial instruments such as loans, guarantees or

28 Cohesion Fund Regulation
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prizes are also possible, depending on the choice
of the relevant Managing Authorities.

Co-financing rate: Varies from 40 % for more
developed regions to 85 % for less developed
regions.

Types of eligible beneficiaries: Depending on
the OP; a broad range of beneficiaries are eligible,
including local authorities, enterprises, civil society
organisations, and individuals.

Advisory services: Advisory services are
provided by Managing Authorities of programmes
relevant to the country and/or region of the
planned intervention. More information about the
CF (including information about all the
programmes per Member State) can be found
under the following links:

https://ec.europa.eu/regional policy/funding/cohesion-
fund en

https://ec.europa.eu/regional policy/in-your-
country/programmes_en

Information about the use of financial instruments
in the CF can be found using the following link:

https://www.fi-compass.eu/funds/erdf

'_O‘ Project example:

Development of green infrastructure by
supporting allotment gardens

The project will distribute funding through a
garden association to organise allotment
gardens in Gdansk, Gdynia and Sopot (Poland).
Expected effects include increasing green
areas, reduction of ‘urban heat islands’,
increasing the scale of rainwater retention, and
improving the living conditions of wild animals,
with the overall goal of the preservation and
development of biodiversity in cities. Total
budget of the project: EUR 11.1 million, with full
support from the CF.

2 Cohesion Open Data Platform, 23 June 2023. Note that the
financial allocations are amended during the programming
period.



https://keep.eu/projects/
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32021R1058
https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/funding/cohesion-fund_en
https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/funding/cohesion-fund_en
https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/in-your-country/programmes_en
https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/in-your-country/programmes_en
https://www.fi-compass.eu/funds/erdf
https://cohesiondata.ec.europa.eu/cohesion_overview/21-27
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https://kohesio.ec.europa.eu/en/projects/Q4423140

Information about additional projects can be
found on the following website:

https://kohesio.ec.europa.eu/en/

JUST TRANSITION FUND

Key characteristics: Part of Cohesion Policy, with
the main objective of supporting territories most
affected by the transition to climate neutrality. JTF
is available in the selected territories of the
following Member States: AT, BE, BG, CZ, CR,
CY, DE, DK, HR, EL, ES, FI, FR, IE, LT, LV, LU,
PT, SK, RO?®°,

Key objectives relevant to tree planting: The
objectives of JTF include environmental
rehabilitation, land restoration and supporting
green infrastructure3,

Volume of funding: Total volume of the JTF in the
financing period 2021-2027 amounts to ca. EUR
25.9 billion32.

Management and disbursement: Shared
management, with the requirement to develop
territorial just transition plans in each Member
State, which must be approved by the European
Commission. Managing institutions in each
Member State are responsible for designing and
implementing the programmes and for the
selection of the projects to be funded.

Financing mechanisms: A combination of grants
and loans. The InvestEU instrument has a
dedicated scheme to support projects approved
under just transition plans33; for the public sector
beneficiaries, there is a special loan facility (Public
Sector Loan Facility, PSLF) available, with calls for
proposals managed by the CINEA34.

30 JTF Territories

31 JTF Requlation

32 Cohesion Open Data Platform, 23 June 2023

33 Just Transition Scheme under InvestEU

34 Just Transition Mechanism Public Sector Loan Facility call for

proposals
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Co-financing rate: Varies from 50 % for more
developed regions to 85 % for less developed
regions.

Types of eligible beneficiaries: Depending on
the relevant territorial plan; a broad range of
beneficiaries are eligible, including local
authorities, enterprises, civil society organisations,
and individuals.

Advisory services: Advisory services are
provided by Managing Authorities of the territorial
programmes (often integrated with the
programmes guiding the disbursement of the
ERDF and CF). More information about the JTF
can be found under the following links:

https://ec.europa.eu/regional policy/funding/just-
transition-fund_en

https://ec.europa.eu/regional policy/funding/just-
transition-fund/just-transition-platform _en

EAFRD

Key characteristics: EAFRD is a part of the
Common Agricultural Policy (CAP), with the main
objective to support EU farmers and populations
living in rural areas.

Key objectives relevant to tree planting: Three
of the objectives set out for the CAP period 2023 —
202735 are the most relevant for tree planting: (d)
‘to contribute to climate change mitigation and
adaptation, including by reducing greenhouse gas
emissions and enhancing carbon sequestration
(...), (f) ‘to contribute to halting and reversing
biodiversity loss, enhance ecosystem services and
preserve habitats and landscapes’ and (h) ‘to
promote employment, growth, gender equality,
including the participation of women in farming,
social inclusion and local development in rural
areas, including the circular bio-economy and
sustainable forestry’3¢. The EAFRD Regulation
states that investments in afforestation should be

35 Contrary to other EU funds, the new CAP funding period
started from 2023, with financial allocations for 2021 and 2022
being still implemented under the rules for the previous
financing period.

% EAFRD Regulation



https://kohesio.ec.europa.eu/en/projects/Q4423140
https://kohesio.ec.europa.eu/en/
https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/funding/just-transition-fund/just-transition-platform_en
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32021R1056
https://cohesiondata.ec.europa.eu/cohesion_overview/21-27
https://investeu.europa.eu/contribution-green-deal-and-just-transition-scheme_en
https://cinea.ec.europa.eu/funding-opportunities/calls-proposals/just-transition-mechanism-public-sector-loan-facility-call-proposals_en
https://cinea.ec.europa.eu/funding-opportunities/calls-proposals/just-transition-mechanism-public-sector-loan-facility-call-proposals_en
https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/funding/just-transition-fund_en
https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/funding/just-transition-fund_en
https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/funding/just-transition-fund/just-transition-platform_en
https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/funding/just-transition-fund/just-transition-platform_en
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32021R2115
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consistent with the principles of sustainable forest
management.

Volume of funding: Total volume of the EAFRD in
the financing period 2021-2027 amounts to ca.
EUR 95.5 billion®”.

Management and disbursement: Shared
management, with strategic plans in each Member
State, as approved by the European Commission,
guiding the spending. Managing institutions in
each Member State are responsible for designing
and implementing the plans and for selection of
the projects to be funded. A part of the funding (at
least 5 % of the EAFRD contribution to the
strategic plans) must be disbursed with the use of
LEADER local action groups.

Financing mechanisms: Mostly grants but other
financial instruments are also possible, depending
on the choice of the relevant Managing Authorities.

Co-financing rate: Co-financing rate (contribution
to the total public allocation) varies depending on

the type of region, normally it is up to 85% for less
developed regions. Support rates can reach up to
100 % of costs®8.

Types of eligible beneficiaries: Mostly farmers,
but also other beneficiaries undertaking relevant
activities in rural areas.

Advisory services: Advisory services are
provided by Member States, usually through a
network of agricultural advisory centres.

More information about EAFRD can be found on
the dedicated website:

https://agriculture.ec.europa.eu/common-agricultural-
policy/cap-overview/cap-2023-27 en

Information about the use of financial instruments
in the CF can be found using the following link:

https://www.fi-compass.eu/funds/eafrd#anchor-2021

87 Common Agricultural Policy Funds. It should be noted that
during the years 2021 and 2022, the 2014-20 CAP regulations
continued to apply, as set out in the transitional requlation.
Since January 2023, the CAP strategic plans set out the
planning framework.
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Project example:

Q

Na-Tur-lich Dorf - Nature conservation at the
doorstep

The project aims to motivate residents to
develop individual small-scale projects
supporting biodiversity protection in their
communities. Flower strips, wildflower
meadows, native perennials, shrubs and fruit
trees been planted. In addition, nature garden
consultations and online lectures on topics such
as nature gardens, green roofs, wild bees, etc.
have been organised.

Total budget EUR 653 926, EAFRD contribution
EUR 425 052.

https://ec.europa.eu/enrd/projects-practice/na-tur-lich-
dorf-nature-conservation-doorstep-0 _en.html

Information about additional exemplary projects
can be found on the following website:

https://ec.europa.eu/enrd/policy-in-action/projects-
practice_en.html

LIFE

Key characteristics: LIFE is the only EU financial
instrument dedicated exclusively to biodiversity
and climate. The general objective includes
contribution to the reversal of biodiversity loss and
tackling the degradation of ecosystems as well as
supporting the climate neutrality goal.

Key objectives relevant to tree planting: Two of
the four LIFE sub-programmes are the most
relevant for tree planting initiatives: “Nature and
Biodiversity” and “Climate Change Mitigation and
Adaptation”; however, the remaining sub-
programmes: “Circular Economy and Quality of
Life” and “Clean Energy transition” may also

38 According to Article 73(c) of the EAFRD Requlation, support
rates for afforestation, establishment and regeneration of agro-
forestry systems and land consolidation in forestry can reach up

to 100% of costs.



https://agriculture.ec.europa.eu/common-agricultural-policy/cap-overview/cap-2023-27_en
https://agriculture.ec.europa.eu/common-agricultural-policy/cap-overview/cap-2023-27_en
https://www.fi-compass.eu/funds/eafrd#anchor-2021
https://agriculture.ec.europa.eu/common-agricultural-policy/financing-cap/cap-funds_en
https://agriculture.ec.europa.eu/common-agricultural-policy/cap-overview/transitional-regulation_en
https://agriculture.ec.europa.eu/cap-my-country/cap-strategic-plans_en
https://ec.europa.eu/enrd/projects-practice/na-tur-lich-dorf-nature-conservation-doorstep-0_en.html
https://ec.europa.eu/enrd/projects-practice/na-tur-lich-dorf-nature-conservation-doorstep-0_en.html
https://ec.europa.eu/enrd/policy-in-action/projects-practice_en.html
https://ec.europa.eu/enrd/policy-in-action/projects-practice_en.html
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support projects with tree planting elementss°,

Volume of funding: Total volume of LIFE in the
financing period 2021-2027 amounts to ca. EUR
5.4 billion“°,

Management and disbursement: Direct
management. The programme is managed by the
European Commission and its executive agency
CINEA, which publishes calls for proposals.

Financing mechanisms: Mostly grants (85 % of
the budget) but other support is also possible,
including procurement contracts, prizes and
technical assistance. In addition to funding single
projects, LIFE supports non-profit organisations
active in the area of nature protection.

Co-financing rate: Co-financing rate varies
depending on type of project (standard action
projects, strategic nature projects, strategic
integrated projects), with a maximum set at 95 %
of the project costs. For standard action projects
under the nature and biodiversity sub-programme,
the co-financing can be up to 75 %.

Types of eligible beneficiaries: Public or private
legal entities (not for individuals).

Advisory services: CINEA provides technical
assistance and support for applicants, information
can be reached via a dedicated website:

https://cinea.ec.europa.eu/programmes/life/life-support-
applicants_en

Advisory services are also provided by Member
States, through a network of National Contact
Points. Information about the National Contact
Points can be found under the following link:

https://cinea.ec.europa.eu/programmes/life/life-
european-countries_en

'_Q Project example:

LIFE UNCINATA: Restoration, conservation,
and resilience of mountain pine forests on
limestone in the Pyrenees

% LIFE Regulation
40 The future is green. The future is LIFE leaflet 2023
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The project aims to improve the ecological
integrity and resilience of Pinus uncinata forests
in the Pyrenees. Challenges such as climate
change and land use threaten the pine forests’
habitat in the Pyrenees. The activities of the
project will contribute to making this habitat less
vulnerable to negative impacts and to make
human activities more compatible with its
conservation. Catalonia and Navarra regions are
partners in this project while other regions will
participate in Coordination and Expert Advisory
Committees.

Total budget: EUR 3.7 million, EU contribution
EUR 2.8 million.

https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/life/publicWebsite/proje
ct/details/101074730

Information about additional exemplary projects
can be found on the following website:

https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/life/publicWebsite/
search

HORIZON EUROPE

Key characteristics: Horizon Europe is the EU
financial instrument supporting research and
innovation, with addressing global challenges
including climate change and Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) among its objectives.

Key objectives relevant to tree planting: The
objectives of Horizon Europe include restoring
Europe’s ecosystems and biodiversity, and
sustainable management of natural resources to
ensure a clean and healthy environment. The
largest part of the budget is divided into so-called
‘Global Challenges’, with Climate, Energy and
Mobility’ and ‘Food, Bioeconomy, Natural
Resources, Agriculture and Environment’ being the
most relevant for tree planting*!.

Volume of funding: The budget of Horizon
Europe in the financing period 2021-2027 amounts
to EUR 95.5 billion, with over EUR 15 billion

4! Horizon Europe Regulation



https://cinea.ec.europa.eu/programmes/life/life-support-applicants_en
https://cinea.ec.europa.eu/programmes/life/life-support-applicants_en
https://cinea.ec.europa.eu/programmes/life/life-european-countries_en
https://cinea.ec.europa.eu/programmes/life/life-european-countries_en
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=celex%3A32021R0783
https://cinea.ec.europa.eu/publications/future-green-future-life-leaflet-2023_en
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/life/publicWebsite/project/details/101074730
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/life/publicWebsite/project/details/101074730
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/life/publicWebsite/search
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/life/publicWebsite/search
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg/2021/695/oj
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dedicated to the Global Challenge ‘Climate,
Energy and Mobility’ and approximately EUR 9
billion dedicated to the Global Challenge ‘Food,
Bioeconomy, Natural Resources, Agriculture and
Environment2,

Management and disbursement: Direct
management. The programme is managed by the
European Commission and its executive agencies
CINEA*,and REA** which publish calls for
proposals and provide advisory services.

Financing mechanisms: Mostly grants but other
support is also possible. Horizon Europe strongly
encourages international partnerships — for most of
calls for proposal, it is required that the applicants
for a team of at least 3 partner organisations from
various Member States.

Co-financing rate: The co-financing rate varies
depending on the type of project and beneficiary,
with a maximum reaching 100 % of costs for non-
profit organisations.

Types of eligible beneficiaries: Public or private
legal entities (not for individuals). Many funding
calls require a team of partner organisations to
apply rather than just one stakeholder.

Advisory services: CINEA and REA provide
technical assistance and support for applicants,
information can be reached via dedicated
websites:

https://cinea.ec.europa.eu/programmes/horizon-
europe/climate-action-horizon-europe _en

Horizon Europe - Cluster 6: “Food, bioeconomy,
natural resources, agriculture and environment”

Advisory services are also provided by Member
States, through a network of National Contact
Points. Information about the National Contact
Points can be found under the following link:

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-
tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/support/ncp

42 Horizon Europe, Budget

43 CINEA, Horizon Europe
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'_Q Project example:

100KTREESs: Decision Toolbox for cities to
improve air quality, biodiversity, human
wellbeing and reduce climate risks by
planting more trees in our cities

The project will build a solid business case for
planting new trees. A mapping and modelling
toolbox will allow optimisation of the planting of
trees and monitoring of their health. The project
will also provide a valuation of key attributes of a
tree, such as pollution absorption, cooling effect,
noise abatement, flood risk reduction and
support for biodiversity. Sofia and Copenhagen
will act as pilot cities. The project will also attract
third-party sponsorships to support tree planting.

Total budget: EUR 2.2 million, EU contribution
EUR 355 250.

https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101082551

Information about additional exemplary projects
can be found on the following website:

https://cordis.europa.eu/projects

RECOVERY AND RESILIENCE
FACILITY

Key characteristics: The RFF is a building block
of the NextGenerationEU — the EU’s plan to
recover from the COVID-19 pandemic*. The
Facility entered into force in February 2021.

Key objectives relevant to tree planting: The
RRF supports green transition, including
biodiversity goals. 37 % of the financial allocations
of the recovery and resilience plans, which are
guiding the spending in each Member State,

4 European Research Executive Agency, REA, Cluster 6:
Food, bioeconomy, natural resources, agriculture and
environment.

4 The Recovery and Resilience Facility



https://cinea.ec.europa.eu/programmes/horizon-europe/climate-action-horizon-europe_en
https://cinea.ec.europa.eu/programmes/horizon-europe/climate-action-horizon-europe_en
https://rea.ec.europa.eu/funding-and-grants/horizon-europe-cluster-6-food-bioeconomy-natural-resources-agriculture-and-environment_en
https://rea.ec.europa.eu/funding-and-grants/horizon-europe-cluster-6-food-bioeconomy-natural-resources-agriculture-and-environment_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/support/ncp
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/support/ncp
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/1f107d76-acbe-11eb-9767-01aa75ed71a1
https://cinea.ec.europa.eu/programmes/horizon-europe_en
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101082551
https://rea.ec.europa.eu/funding-and-grants/horizon-europe-cluster-6-food-bioeconomy-natural-resources-agriculture-and-environment_en
https://commission.europa.eu/business-economy-euro/economic-recovery/recovery-and-resilience-facility_en
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should encompass measures that effectively
contribute to green transition. Member States must
ensure that all the projects receiving support from
the RFF are aligned with the ‘do no significant
harm’ (DNSH) principle?*®.

Volume of funding: The volume of funding
amounts to ca. EUR 723 billion, including EUR 338
billion in grants and EUR 385 billion in loans*’.

Management and disbursement: Direct
management. The fund is managed by the
European Commission, which approves the
recovery and resilience plans prepared by each
Member State. Country-specific information is
available on the dedicated Commission's website:
https://commission.europa.eu/business-economy-
euro/economic-recovery/recovery-and-resilience-
facility/country-pages_en

Financing mechanisms: Funds are disbursed
directly to Member States based on their progress
in the implementation of the recovery plans. The
way the funds are distributed depends on each
Member State. Implementation of the specific
elements of the plans may be delegated to
intermediaries.

Co-financing rate: Co-financing rate for specific
projects varies depending on the arrangements
made by each Member State.

Types of eligible beneficiaries: Various types of
organisations may be eligible, depending on the
types of projects envisaged in the plans. Some
projects are identified a priori in the recovery
plans, others are selected through tendering
procedures.

Advisory services: Advisory services may be
provided by Member States, usually through an
institution which manages the recovery and
resilience plan.

46 RRF Regulation
4T The Recovery and Resilience Facility
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'_Q Project example:

The Madrid Metropolitan Forest*®

This Forest project, with 75 km of woodland to
encircle Madrid, has been selected by Ministry
for Ecological Transition and Demographic
Challenge, to receive EUR 2.6 million from the
EU Next Generation funds. Specifically, they will
be used to finance the recovery of the
Manzanares-Gavia-Bulera riparian ecosystem.
The objective is to reduce the risk of flooding
and improve the state of the aquatic and
terrestrial ecosystem of these streams. The
period to carry out the project runs from
September 2023 to December 2025 and it also
has the support of the regional administration of
the Community of Madrid. The Metropolitan
Forest, when ready, will feature a million new
holm oak, poplar, ash, elm and strawberry trees
and will link existing parkland areas, reclaim
landfill sites and create space for new sports
facilities, including an educational adventure
park for children. Besides providing recreational
amenities, the project should also provide
environmental benefits for residents, such as
mitigating the urban heat island effect, improving
air quality and flood resilience, and absorbing up
to 170 000 tonnes of CO2 when the trees reach
maturity within about 12 years.

Information about additional exemplary projects
can be found on the following website:

https://commission.europa.eu/business-economy-
euro/economic-recovery/recovery-and-resilience-

facility en

INVEST EU

Key characteristics: The InvestEU Programme
supports sustainable investment, innovation and
job creation. Three building blocs of the

48 Madrid — News of the project Metropolitan Forest of Madrid -
portal of the Madrid City Hall



https://commission.europa.eu/business-economy-euro/economic-recovery/recovery-and-resilience-facility/country-pages_en
https://commission.europa.eu/business-economy-euro/economic-recovery/recovery-and-resilience-facility/country-pages_en
https://commission.europa.eu/business-economy-euro/economic-recovery/recovery-and-resilience-facility/country-pages_en
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A02021R0241-20230301
https://commission.europa.eu/business-economy-euro/economic-recovery/recovery-and-resilience-facility_en
https://commission.europa.eu/business-economy-euro/economic-recovery/recovery-and-resilience-facility_en
https://commission.europa.eu/business-economy-euro/economic-recovery/recovery-and-resilience-facility_en
https://commission.europa.eu/business-economy-euro/economic-recovery/recovery-and-resilience-facility_en
https://www.madrid.es/portales/munimadrid/es/Inicio/Vivienda-urbanismo-y-obras/Urbanismo/Un-proyecto-del-Bosque-Metropolitano-recibira-2-6-millones-de-euros-y-contribuira-a-la-restauracion-del-ecosistema-fluvial-Manzanares-Gavia-Bulera/?vgnextfmt=default&vgnextoid=ec03ee66a42b3810VgnVCM1000001d4a900aRCRD&vgnextchannel=2af331d3b28fe410VgnVCM1000000b205a0aRCRD
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Programme are: the InvestEU Fund, The InvestEU whole project cycle. More information is provided

Advisory Hub, and the InvestEU Portal*®. on the following website:

Key objectives relevant to tree planting: https://investeu.europa.eu/what-investeu-

InvestEU is divided into four ‘policy windows’ with programme/investeu-advisory-hub_en

the ‘Sustainable Infrastructure’ window being the Furthermore, the InvestEU Portal provides an

most relevant for tree planting (the remaining opportunity to bring together investors who wish to

policy windows are related to research and cooperate on projects or who would like to gain

innovation, SMEs, social investment and skills). knowledge about on-going and planned projects:

Annex Il of the InvestEU Regulation lists areas

eligible for financing, which encompass ‘the https://inves@eu.europa.eu/what-investeu-

enhancement and restoration of ecosystems and programmef/investeu-portal _en

their services including through the enhancement Final beneficiaries can also directly apply for

of nature and biodiversity by means of green and support to the implementing partners — the list of

blue infrastructure projects’ and climate such partners can be found on the following

adaptation®0. website:

Volume of funding: The volume of funding to be https://investeu.europa.eu/what-investeu-

mobilised amounts to ca. EUR 372 billion, through programme/investeu-fund/how-get-financing_en

an EU budget guarantee of EUR 26.2 billion, which

can be used in combination with the funding from :O Proi le:

the EIB and other financial institutions involved>?. i roject example:

An indicative amount dedicated to the policy

window ‘Sustainable Infrastructure’ amounts to Préts Relance Tourisme - 2023 (Framework

EUR 9.9 billion®2, Operation)

Management and disbursement: Indirect This Framework Operation implemented in

management (through the EIB and other financing France focuses on tourism infrastructure

partners). including leisure parks, hotels, museums, etc.

Sub-projects will contribute to the InvestEU
window ‘Sustainable Infrastructure’ as well as to
Co-financing rate: n/a (the financial support does the French recovery and resilience plan

not have a form of grants). The budgetary objectives focusing on sustainable tourism.
guarantee can be used by the implementing
partners to cover their financing of eligible projects
or to provide financial guarantees to
intermediaries, who in turn provide loans or equity
to the final beneficiaries. Information about additional exemplary projects
can be found on the following website:
https://investeu.europa.eu/investeu-operations_en

Financing mechanisms: Budget guarantees.

InvestEU operation amount: EUR 67 million.
https://investeu.europa.eu/investeu-operations/prets-
relance-tourisme-2023-framework-operation_en

Types of eligible beneficiaries: The final
beneficiaries can include natural and legal
persons, such as public sector entities, public-
private partnerships, private companies and
NGOs.

Advisory services: InvestEU Advisory Hub is the
central point for project promoters and

intermediaries seeking advice on project financing.
The hub provides advisory support throughout the

“ InvestEU 5! InvestEU Fund
50 InvestEU Programme Regulation 52 Questions and answers: InvestEU Programme
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https://investeu.europa.eu/index_en
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg/2021/523/oj
https://investeu.europa.eu/what-investeu-programme/investeu-advisory-hub_en
https://investeu.europa.eu/what-investeu-programme/investeu-advisory-hub_en
https://investeu.europa.eu/what-investeu-programme/investeu-portal_en
https://investeu.europa.eu/what-investeu-programme/investeu-portal_en
https://investeu.europa.eu/what-investeu-programme/investeu-fund/how-get-financing_en
https://investeu.europa.eu/what-investeu-programme/investeu-fund/how-get-financing_en
https://investeu.europa.eu/investeu-operations/prets-relance-tourisme-2023-framework-operation_en
https://investeu.europa.eu/investeu-operations/prets-relance-tourisme-2023-framework-operation_en
https://investeu.europa.eu/investeu-operations_en
https://investeu.europa.eu/what-investeu-programme/investeu-fund_en
https://www.eumonitor.nl/9353000/1/j9vvik7m1c3gyxp/vlr1gpi1xyzd?ctx=vjp5ckt6m4rn#:~:text=The%20InvestEU%20Fund%20supports%20four,and%20social%20investment%20and%20skills.
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GREEN ASSIST

GREEN ASSIST is an advisory programme
coordinated by DG Environment and managed by
the European Climate Infrastructure and
Environment Executive Agency (CINEA). It is
delivered under InvestEU with funding from the
LIFE programme. It provides free, on-demand and
customised advisory services for project promoters
who develop green investment projects.

https://cinea.ec.europa.eu/programmes/life/green-
advisory-service-sustainable-investments-support-

green-assist_en

FI-COMPASS

Fi-compass is a platform offering advisory services
on financial instruments that can be used within
the framework of the EU shared funds. It is
managed jointly by the European Commission and
the EIB. Fi-compass offers general advice,
practical tools and learning opportunities for
managing authorities, financial intermediaries or
any other parties interested in the use of financial
instruments under each of the EU shared
management Funds. More information is available
on the dedicated website:

https://www.fi-compass.eu/

JASPERS

JASPERS is a programme providing assistance to
managing authorities and project promoters in
preparing projects eligible for EU funding
(Cohesion Palicy, the European Maritime,
Fisheries and Aquaculture Fund, and the
Connecting Europe Facility), covering many areas,
including protection of biodiversity and carbon
neutrality. JASPERS assistance is provided by the

53 EU Adaptation Strategy
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European Commission and the EIB. More
information is provided on the dedicated website:
https://jaspers.eib.org/index.htm

EU Mission on Adaptation to
Climate Change

The Mission on Adaptation to Climate Change
supports implementation of the EU adaptation
strategy®3. The Mission provides support to EU
regions, cities and local authorities in implementing
actions enhancing climate adaptation and
resilience. Interested regional and local authorities
can sign the Mission Charter and join the Mission.
The Mission’s portal provides knowledge, data and
tools to support the process of climate adaptation,
including information about relevant funding
opportunities. More information about the Mission
can be found on the following website:

https://research-and-
innovation.ec.europa.eu/funding/funding-
opportunities/funding-programmes-and-open-
calls/horizon-europe/eu-missions-horizon-
europe/adaptation-climate-change _en

Cohesion for Transitions (C4T)
Community of Practice

The CAT is a community-based platform which
supports EU Member States and regions in
making a better use of EU funds for sustainability
transitions in line with the European Green Deal.
CAT GROUNDWORK offers tailored technical
assistance for EU Member States and regions to
streamline sustainability transitions with funding
from ERDF and CF, covering in particular the
scope of the Policy Objective 2 of Cohesion Policy:
“A greener, low-carbon transitioning towards a net
zero carbon economy and resilient Europe”.
Climate change adaptation and protection and



https://cinea.ec.europa.eu/programmes/life/green-advisory-service-sustainable-investments-support-green-assist_en
https://cinea.ec.europa.eu/programmes/life/green-advisory-service-sustainable-investments-support-green-assist_en
https://cinea.ec.europa.eu/programmes/life/green-advisory-service-sustainable-investments-support-green-assist_en
https://www.fi-compass.eu/
https://climate.ec.europa.eu/eu-action/adaptation-climate-change/eu-adaptation-strategy_en
https://jaspers.eib.org/index.htm
https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/funding/funding-opportunities/funding-programmes-and-open-calls/horizon-europe/eu-missions-horizon-europe/adaptation-climate-change_en
https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/funding/funding-opportunities/funding-programmes-and-open-calls/horizon-europe/eu-missions-horizon-europe/adaptation-climate-change_en
https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/funding/funding-opportunities/funding-programmes-and-open-calls/horizon-europe/eu-missions-horizon-europe/adaptation-climate-change_en
https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/funding/funding-opportunities/funding-programmes-and-open-calls/horizon-europe/eu-missions-horizon-europe/adaptation-climate-change_en
https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/funding/funding-opportunities/funding-programmes-and-open-calls/horizon-europe/eu-missions-horizon-europe/adaptation-climate-change_en
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preservation of nature are included among the
themes covered by this initiative. More information
is available on the following website:

https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/policy/communities-
and-networks/cohesion-4-transition_en

OTHER FINANCING GUIDES

Several other guides exist which may be useful for
organisations, companies and individuals looking
for funding support for tree planting initiatives,
including:

e Find your EU funding programme for the
environment: this guide provides a detailed
description of EU funding programmes in
2021-2027 that can support projects
contributing to EU environmental policy
objectives;

e Financing Natura 2000 - EU Funding
Opportunities in  2021-2027: this guide
focuses specifically on opportunities for
financing investments in Natura 2000 sites.

e Information about combining various
financial instruments  under  shared
management funds can be found in the
dedicated factsheet issued by the European
Commission and the EIB: Combination of
financial instruments and grants.

e Kohesio is a database of projects supported
by EU funding organised by Policy Objective
and Fund. By consulting the database,
potential beneficiaries may gain a better
understanding what types of projects are
eligible for funng. The database includes
projects funded by the following financing
instruments: CF, ERDF, ESF, the European
Neighbourhood Instrument, Instrument for
Pre-Accession  Assistance, and Youth
Employment Initiative. The website features
an interactive map, which allows projects per
country to be searched.

27


https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/policy/communities-and-networks/cohesion-4-transition_en
https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/policy/communities-and-networks/cohesion-4-transition_en
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/33b54f0d-0251-11ed-acce-01aa75ed71a1
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/33b54f0d-0251-11ed-acce-01aa75ed71a1
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/686e40b8-e089-11ec-a534-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-259034635
https://www.fi-compass.eu/sites/default/files/publications/Combination%20of%20financial%20instruments%20and%20grants_1.pdf
https://www.fi-compass.eu/sites/default/files/publications/Combination%20of%20financial%20instruments%20and%20grants_1.pdf
https://kohesio.ec.europa.eu/en/
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Abbreviations used

BMBWF
BMK

BML
BOKU

CAP
CF

EARDF

ERDF
ESF+

GRRP
FGR

FFG
FRM

OROK

PES

RRF
SMEs
TITP

Federal Ministry of Education, Science and Research

Federal Ministry for Climate Protection, Environment, Energy, Mobility, Innovation
and Technology

Federal Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry, Regions and Water Management
University of Natural Resources and Life Sciences, Vienna

Common Agricultural Policy

Cohesion Fund
European Agricultural and Rural Development Fund

European Regional Development Fund

European Social Fund Plus
Recovery and Resilience Plan
Forest genetic resources

Osterreichische Forschungsférderungsgesellschaft

Forest reproductive material
Austrian Conference on Spatial Planning
Payments for Ecosystem Services

Recovery and Resilience Facility
Small and medium-sized enterprises

Territorial Just Transition Plan
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Projects for biodiversity, climate and nature in
Austria are primarily funded by the following
sources:

. Programmes using European Union (EU)
shared funding instruments (in particular,
ERDF), as well as other dedicated EU
funds, such as the LIFE programme;

. Common Agricultural Policy (CAP);
. National and regional funding options;
. Public and private foundations.

Widespread funding sources under shared
management at EU level are the European
Regional Development Fund (ERDF) and the
European Agricultural and Rural Development
Fund (EARDF). Directly managed funds, such as
the LIFE Programme and Horizon Europe, are also
used.

At national level, the budget for landscape and
nature is allocated to two major funding options: the
biodiversity fund and forest fund. Both are
coordinated by the Federal Ministry for Climate
Protection,  Environment, Energy, Mobility,
Innovation and Technology (BMK). However, the
main public funding sources within Austria are
managed and allocated at regional level, as
Austria is a highly federal country, with nature
conservation (among others) coordinated by
provincial governments. One of the central funding
mechanisms is the contractual nature conservation
that constitutes the cooperation of official nature
conservation with farmers and forestry managers
on a partnership basis. Additional landscape and
nature funding is available in most of the regions.

Beyond the official options, funding is also available
from some public and private foundations for
biodiversity, climate or nature conservation-related
projects. However, afforestation does not seem to
be a topic of great interest in Austria, as forest is
perceived as a dominant and healthy ecosystem,
and which sees continual increases in terms of its
total area.

The following sections provide some brief
information about possible funding opportunities for
tree planting in Austria, divided into EU funding

5 Government of Austria, EU-Forderung fiir regionale
Entwicklung, 2023
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sources under shared management, EU funding
sources under direct management, national funding
sources, and innovative funding sources. These
sections are followed by a summary table, which
includes practical links and contact information,
allowing potential beneficiaries to identify suitable
financing sources for their tree-planting initiatives.

EU Funding sources
9
/e Uunder shared
management

The EU funds, such as the ERDF, the Cohesion
Fund, the EAFRD, the Just Transition Fund
(JTF) and the European Social Fund Plus
(ESF+), aim to reinforce economic, social, and
territorial solidarity (cohesion) in the EU. They are
among the most relevant financing sources for
projects on biodiversity, climate and regional
development. Under the ERDF “Investment for
Jobs and Growth” goal, in the 2021-2027 period,
Austria receives EUR 521 million ERDF to
promote projects that invest in jobs and growth,
focusing on innovation, digital economy, and a
greener, low-carbon circular economy®4. In
addition, Austria’s Territorial Just Transition Plan
(TJTP) identifies 12 areas in four provinces
(Carinthia, Lower Austria, Upper Austria,
Steiermark) in which a total of EUR 136 million of
JTF funds will be invested in the period 2021-
2027. Funded projects are supported to manage
the transition to a climate-neutral economy
effectively®®, and are partly implemented under the
Austria-wide programme ‘Investments in Jobs and
Growth Austria 2021-2027, ERDF & JTF’, and
partly under the Austrian-wide ‘ESF+ programme
employment Austria &JTF 2021-27’. Furthermore,
Austria benefits from EUR 220 million under the
European territorial cooperation goal, to support
cooperation projects with other countries.

In the current funding period (2021-2027), the
Austria-wide programme ‘Investments in Jobs and
Growth Austria 2021-2027, ERDF & JTF’ is
managed by the Austrian Conference on Spatial

% Government of Austria, EU-Forderung fiir regionale
Entwicklung, 2023
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Planning (OROK). Fifteen federal and State-level
funding agencies are responsible for awarding
ERDF and JTF funding and are the first point of
contact for interested parties. Enterprises,
municipalities s, non-governmental organisations
(NGOs), scientific institutes and universities,
among others, are eligible to apply for funding for
projects.

For the funding period 2023-2027, the national
Strategic Plan of the EU Common Agricultural
Policy (CAP) replaces the previous rural
development programmes (in Austria: Austrian
Rural Development Programme 2014-2020) as the
funding instrument for rural areas. It is funded by
the EU and supported by national and regional
funding. The process under the CAP is
coordinated by the Federal Ministry of Agriculture,
Forestry, Regions and Water Management (BML).
The Strategic Plan integrates both pillars of the
CAP and is implemented through around

100 measures in Austria®®, including ‘expanding
high levels of resource and climate protection (e.g.
by promoting biodiversity and organic farming)’.

Agricultural environmental support from the
EAFRD is funnelled through the Austrian
Programme for the Promotion of Environmentally
Sound, Extensive Agriculture that Protects the
Natural Habitat (OPUL), an agri-environmental
programme in place since 1995. The special
guideline OPUL 2023%7 58 were issued by the
Federal Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry, Regions
and Water Management (BML)*°. Funding is
already available to farmers and supports 24 agri-
environmental measures, comprising 50% EU
funding and 50% national funding — divided
between the federal government and the provinces
in a ratio of 60/40°°.

5% BML, GAP-Strategieplan von der Kommission genehmigt,
2023

57 BML, Sonderrichtlinie OPUL 2023, 2023

%8 BML, Sonderrichtlinie OPUL 2023 (inklusive Oko-

Regelungen), 2023
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Directly managed funds at EU level can also be
used for tree planting. The LIFE Programme
2021-2027 provides operating grants to public or
private bodies and organisations, state institutions
and NGOs, and includes four different sub-
programmes, e.g. for nature and biodiversity, and
for climate protection and adaptation.

Biodiversity projects in Austria are also funded
through grants from Horizon Europe. For both EU
funding sources, the advisory services are given
by Osterreichische
Forschungsforderungsgesellschaft (FFG). Most
recent and relevant projects targeting forest
measures are listed in the box below. Generally,
the LIFE projects in Austria do not specifically
target forest ecosystems (except alluvial forests).

Sample projects funded by LIFE and Horizon
Europe

LIFE

LIFE WILD Island started in 2021 and ends in
2027. It aims to strengthen ecological
connectivity and preserve the natural
wilderness, especially the priority Habitats
Directive habitat type 91E0* (Alluvial forests with
Alnus glutinosa and Fraxinus excelsior), with
coordinated, Danube-wide conservation and
restoration actions for the Danube islands. The
project has a budget of EUR 14.2 million, with
EUR 9.1 million contributed by the EUS.

LIFE+ project Wilderness Wetland Wachau
started in 2015 and ended in December 2022.
The project aimed to restore alluvial and riparian
forests and to improve the conservation status
of several species protected under the Birds and
Habitats Directives. The EU contributed

EUR 1.94 million to the EUR 3.9 million

%9 BML, Agrarumweltprogramm OPUL 2023 (inklusive Oko-
Regelungen), 2023

% Land Salzburg, OPUL (inklusive Oko-Regelungen), 2023

51 European Commission, Danube Wild Island Habitat Corridor,
2023



https://info.bml.gv.at/themen/landwirtschaft/gemeinsame-agrarpolitik-foerderungen/nationaler-strategieplan/gsp-genehmigung.html
https://info.bml.gv.at/dam/jcr:d2051318-e7ad-4f9f-b5d0-1a4c173be001/SRL_OEPUL_2023.pdf
https://info.bml.gv.at/themen/landwirtschaft/gemeinsame-agrarpolitik-foerderungen/nationaler-strategieplan/foerderinfo/sonderrichtlinien-2023-2027/agrarumweltprogramm-oepul-ab-2023-inklusive-oekoregelungen.html
https://info.bml.gv.at/themen/landwirtschaft/gemeinsame-agrarpolitik-foerderungen/nationaler-strategieplan/foerderinfo/sonderrichtlinien-2023-2027/agrarumweltprogramm-oepul-ab-2023-inklusive-oekoregelungen.html
https://info.bml.gv.at/themen/landwirtschaft/gemeinsame-agrarpolitik-foerderungen/nationaler-strategieplan/oepul-ab-2023-ausgleichszulage-ab2024/oepul-2023.html
https://info.bml.gv.at/themen/landwirtschaft/gemeinsame-agrarpolitik-foerderungen/nationaler-strategieplan/oepul-ab-2023-ausgleichszulage-ab2024/oepul-2023.html
https://www.salzburg.gv.at/themen/aw/gemeinsame-agrarpolitik/strategieplan2023-2027/oepul
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/life/publicWebsite/project/details/5641
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project?.
Horizon Europe

OptFORESTS (2022-2027): OptFORESTS will
support the conservation and sustainable use of
forest genetic resources (FGR) by: i) conducting
research on the selection of diverse forest
reproductive material (FRM), including mixtures,
adapted to future climates, ii) fostering
sustainable use and resilience of natural forests,
iii) helping to expand and diversify nursery
production, iv) developing nature-based
solutions, tools (e.g. expanded information
systems) and cultural trajectories to promote
forest biodiversity and ecosystems, and v)
demonstrating biodiversity restoration solutions.
The EU funding contribution was

EUR 8 million®3.

Austria submitted its Recovery and Resilience
Plan (GRRP) to the European Commission to
receive funds from the Recovery and Resilience
Facility (RRF) and received approval in

June 2021. With around EUR 3.57 billion of EU
funding, 46% should be spent on climate
protection and 41% on digitisation®4.

b National funding
sources

Austria is a highly federal state, with many
competences delegated to regional level. The
most significant national funding in the context of
nature and forest:

e Forest Fund (Waldfonds): The Forest
Fund Act was passed in the National
Council on 7 July 2020. It comprises an
investment of EUR 350 million for six years

52 European Commission, LIFE+ Wilderness Wetland Wachau,
2023

8 European Commission, OptFORESTS, 2023

64 Bundeskanzleramt, Der EU-Aufbauplan: Wirtschaftliches
Comeback mit "griinem" und digitalem Schwerpunkt, 2023
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and is one of the largest packages of
measures for domestic forests in recent
years®. The measures of the Forest Fund
aim to develop climate-smart forests,
promote biodiversity in the forest, and
increase the use of wood as a raw material
as an active contribution to climate
protection. Funding is granted by the
Federal Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry,
Regions and Water Management (BML)®S.

e Biodiversity Fund (Biodiversitatsfonds):
The Biodiversity Fund supports projects by
private individuals, organisations (e.g.
NGOs), companies, municipalities and
other legal entities, with up to 100% of the
eligible costs. The total funding volume for
the protection and recovery of natural
diversity currently amounts to
EUR 80 million. EUR 50 million of this
comes directly from the RRF and thus
represents funding from NextGeneration
EU funds, with the remainder from the
national budget. Coordinated by the BMK,
the Fund runs until 2026, with all deadlines
aligned with the RRF%7. Funded projects
include initiatives to protect wild bees, three

demonstration gardens for biodiversity,
peatland restoration and sea eagle
monitoring.

Additional funding options are available at regional
level. For instance, nature conservation funding
is available in Styria, Upper Austria, Lower Austria,
Salzburg, Burgenland and Tyrol (see summary
table). Some of the funding options are linked to
the EAFRD via co-funding. In Carinthia, this seems
to be the main funding flow for landscape
management and nature protection®8, In all
instances, coordination is handled in the
respective offices of the provincial government.

Regional governments also offer area subsidies
for contractual nature conservation, which is
understood to be the cooperation of official nature
conservation with farmers and forestry managers

% Waldfonds, Der Waldfonds. Das Zukunftspaket fiir unsere
Walder. https://www.waldfonds.at/

8 BML, Waldfonds, 2023

57 BMK, Biodiversitatsfonds, 2023

%8 Land Karnten, Projektforderung Naturschutz (LE 14-20) (UW-
L25), 2023



https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/life/publicWebsite/project/details/3997
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101081774
https://www.bundeskanzleramt.gv.at/eu-aufbauplan/der-eu-aufbauplan.html
https://www.bundeskanzleramt.gv.at/eu-aufbauplan/der-eu-aufbauplan.html
https://biodiversitaetsfonds.com/projekte/rote-liste-der-wildbienen-oesterreichs
https://biodiversitaetsfonds.com/projekte/biodiversitaet-faengt-schon-im-eigenen-garten-an
https://biodiversitaetsfonds.com/projekte/biodiversitaet-faengt-schon-im-eigenen-garten-an
https://biodiversitaetsfonds.com/projekte/moore-im-fokus
https://biodiversitaetsfonds.com/projekte/seeadler-monitoring-2022-2024
https://biodiversitaetsfonds.com/projekte/seeadler-monitoring-2022-2024
https://www.waldfonds.at/
https://www.waldfonds.at/
https://www.waldfonds.at/
https://info.bml.gv.at/themen/wald/waldfonds.html
https://biodiversitaetsfonds.com/#zahlen-fakten
https://www.ktn.gv.at/Service/Formulare-und-Leistungen/UW-L25
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on a partnership basis®®. Contracts are signed with
landowners to refrain from all agricultural and
forestry activities, as well as the practice of
hunting, on their land (Transparenzportal
Osterreich, 2023). In Styria, different programmes
of contractual nature conservation are available for
biotope conservation, nature forest and

Natura 20007°. Other regions do not have
individual programmes and instead fund
contractual nature conservation through OPUL
measures.

: Innovative funding

’Q_‘ sources

In Austria, funds for nature protection and
restoration projects can come from private or
public foundations. These are based on private
donations from philanthropists or companies, or
established by environmental NGOs to acquire
funding for their projects. Most of the foundations
collect money (via donations) for their own
projects. Crowdfunding initiatives are rarely used
for afforestation activities (see some examples in
the summary table).

In 2023, Austria placed a green bond with a
maturity of six years. Coordinated by the BMK, the
aim of the bond is to increase the participation of
institutional investors in financing domestic
environmental and climate-relevant measures’..

While there is no evidence of integration of
payments for ecosystem services (PES) in any
established processes, it was part of the Horizon
2020 project led by the University of Natural
Resources and Life Sciences, Vienna (BOKU) that
ended at the beginning of 2022. The project used
a value-chain approach and applied monetary
and non-monetary economic valuation methods
(e.g. cost-based and multi-objective preference-
based methods) to assess consumer and provider
preferences on the provision of forest ecosystem
services in Europe and identify innovative

% Land Styria, Vertragsnaturschutz, 2023
0 Land Styria, Vertragsnaturschutz, 2023
1 BMK, Innovation and Technology, Griine Staatsanleihe —
erster dsterreichischer Green Bond, 2023
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sustainable management concepts for multi-
functional forest management. The region of
Ausseerland in Styria (montane to subalpine mixed
forests) served as a case study, addressing
important stakeholders, such as the
Osterreichische Bundesforste (unofficial
translation: Association of Austrian Federal
Forests)’2.

Based on these results and the other PES Horizon
projects (SINCERE and InnoForESt), a new

LIFE project LIFE ProForPES started in 2023. The
project aims to collect, synthesise and integrate
the knowledge and know-how at national and EU
level on PES and PES-like schemes™. While
BOKU is a partner in the project, no direct project
activity is taking place in Austria.

2 BOKU, NOBEL project, 2023
3 European Commission, Promoting effective forest PES
through the EU financial and state aid programs, 2023



https://www.verwaltung.steiermark.at/cms/ziel/74836251/DE/
https://www.verwaltung.steiermark.at/cms/ziel/74836251/DE/
https://www.bmk.gv.at/green-finance/finanzen/green-bond.html
https://www.bmk.gv.at/green-finance/finanzen/green-bond.html
https://nobel.boku.ac.at/the-project/
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/life/publicWebsite/project/details/101086509
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/life/publicWebsite/project/details/101086509
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Summary of funding sources
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Funding Managing Contact Scope of Financing Additional Examples of
instrument institution Information support vehicles information relevant
(website) (scale, time projects
horizon funded
advisory
services if
available)
EU funding under shared management
ERDF, JTF Austrian 15 funding Research and | Grants Investment for
Conference agencies at Innovation, Jobs and
on Spatial federal and Digital Growth
Planning state level are | agenda, Austria 2021-
(OROK) responsible Support for 2027, ERDF &
for awarding small and JTF
ERDF & JTF medium-sized programme
funding. A enterprises 2021-2027
comprehensiv | (SMEs),
&Irset s given Low-carbon
economy,
sustainable
urban
development
and
community-led
local
development
in rural areas
EAFRD Federal Digital Food security, | Grants, Austrian CAP
Ministry of Funding biodiversity, subsidies Strategic Plan;
Agriculture, Platform organic current
Forestry, (DFP), see farming, funding period
Regions and website climate 2023-2027
Water resilience, etc.
Management
(BML)
EU funding sources under direct management
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https://www.ama.at/dfp/home
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Funding Managing Contact Scope of Financing Additional Examples of
instrument institution Information support vehicles information relevant
(website) (scale, time projects
horizon funded
advisory
services if
available)
LIFE Federal FFG Nature Grants Current Project
Ministry of . protection, funding period | examples
Agricuiture, Nationale climate 2021-2027
Forestry, Kon_taktstelle protection,
Regions and Horizon circular
Water Europe, see economy,
Management website energy
(BML) transition
Horizon Federal FFG Innovative Grants
Europe Ministry of . projects,
Education, Nationale including
Science and Eﬁ:néazfée”e projects
Research . related to
(BMBWF) website climate
protection and
health
RRF Chancellor's Contact and Climate- GRRP Total RRF Project
Office processing friendly funding is examples
offices are measures, around
dispersed sustainability, EUR 4.5 billio
between digitalisation, n (including
different just transition national
ministries and support).
other services.
An overview is
given here.
National funding
Biodiversity BMK BMK, see Measures Grants Current Project
Fund website promoted to funding period | overview
achieve the 2022-2026,
goals set out funding can
in the national be up to 100%
Biodiversity of eligible
Strategy costs
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https://www.ffg.at/europa/life
https://info.bml.gv.at/themen/wasser/wasser-eu-international/eu-foerderprogramme/life-natur/life-projekte-aktuell.html
https://www.ffg.at/europa/ncp
https://www.bundeskanzleramt.gv.at/eu-aufbauplan/kontakt.html
https://www.bundeskanzleramt.gv.at/eu-aufbauplan/projekte.html
https://biodiversitaetsfonds.com/
https://biodiversitaetsfonds.com/projekte
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Funding Managing Contact Scope of Financing Additional Examples of
instrument institution Information support vehicles information relevant
(website) (scale, time projects
horizon funded
advisory
services if
available)
Funding BMK Official Nature Grants Investment
guideline internet portal | protection, volume of
‘Waldfonds’ from forest EUR 350 milli
Waldfonds, restauration, on, funding
coordinated biodiversity, period 2020-
by the BMK: climate 2026
adaptation of
forests,
research on
climate-smart
forests,
forestry-
timber-paper
value chain
Regional and local funding (examples)
General Office of the Office of the Activities or Grants, Funding
nature Provincial Provincial projects to be | transfer started in
conservation | Government Government funded must payments 2013
funding and of Styria of Styria, have a Styrian (indefinite)
species connection
conservation Depar_tment 1 and fall within
projects, 8 Enwron_ment the priorities
Styria and S_paﬂal of official
Plann_lng, see | nature
website conservation
General Office of the Office of the Different Grants, Funding
environment | Upper Upper topics can be transfer started in
funding Austrian Austrian funded, such payments 2018
Provincial Provincial as soil (indefinite)
Government Government, protection,
Directorate of | climate
Environment mitigation and
and Water adaptation,
Management, | nature
see website conservation
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https://www.waldfonds.at/
http://www.verwaltung.steiermark.at/cms/beitrag/11684492/74837752
https://www.land-oberoesterreich.gv.at/12846.htm
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Funding Managing Contact Scope of Financing Additional Examples of
instrument institution Information support vehicles information relevant
(website) (scale, time projects
horizon funded
advisory
services if
available)
Nature Office of the Office of the Creating new | Grants EUR 130 000
conservation | Upper Upper habitats for earmarked for
funding Austrian Austrian endangered 2023, people,
campaign Provincial Provincial plants and communities
‘Nature- Government Government animals, and schools
active Upper biodiversity, can be
Austria’ Department of enrichment of funded;
Nature landscape funding does
Conserva_tlon, not have time
see website limit
Lower Lower Office of the Landscape Grants, Funding
Austrian Austrian Lower and nature transfer started in
Landscape Provincial Austrian management, | payments 1994
Fund Government Provincial forest, species (indefinite)
Government, protection,
Finance waters
Department,
F1, see
website
Funding for City of Vienna | City of Vienna | Climate and Grants, Funding
small - environmental | transfer period 2022-
projects for environmental | protection payments 2026; Non-
climate and protection, profit
environment see website institutions,
companies,
universities or
private
individuals
can apply for
uptoa
maximum
amount of
EUR 10 000
Funding for Province of Province of Contributions Grants Maximum
climate Tyrol Tyrol, to the funding
protection Sustainability sustainable amount is
and climate and Climate development EUR 10 000
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https://www.land-oberoesterreich.gv.at/35965.htm
https://www.noe.gv.at/noe/Landwirtschaft/Landschaftsfonds.html
https://www.wien.gv.at/kontakte/ma22/
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Examples of
relevant
projects
funded

change Coordination, | of society and per project
see website the protection
of nature and
species
Contribution | Office of the Office of the Forest Grants Funding
s to Vorarlberg Vorarlberg rehabilitation started in
protection Provincial Provincial and 2011
forest Government Government maintenance (indefinite)
rehabilitation Department of
, Voralberg Forestry see
website
Conservation | Office of the Office of the Grants Funding
Association Salzburg Salzburg started in
Funding Provincial Provincial 2013
Government Government, (indefinite)
see website
Environment | City of Graz City of Graz, Greening of Grants Funding
al funding - see website facades, tree period 2021-
Urban planting, 2023 for
greening communal operators of
gardens community
gardens and
building
owners; max.
funding of
EUR 40 000
per object
Burgenland Office of the Office of the Funding Grants Established in | Project
Landscape Provincial Provincial actions to 1990 example:
Maintenance | Government Government achieve the Biotope
Fund of Burgenland | of Burgenland | objectives of protection
the program

Department 4
Agriculture,
Nature and
Climate

Burgenland
Nature
Conservation
and
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https://www.tirol.gv.at/landesentwicklung/nachhaltigkeits-und-klimakoordination/
https://transparenzportal.gv.at/tdb/tp/situation/npo/weitere-wirkungsbereiche/land-forstwirtschaft/1034347.html
https://transparenzportal.gv.at/tdb/tp/situation/npo/klima-und-umwelt-energie-und-bauen/umwelt-klima-natur-und-artenschutz/1031954.html
https://www.graz.at/cms/beitrag/10309767/7882683/Umweltfoerderung_Urbane_Begruenung.html
https://www.naturschutzbund-burgenland.at/flaechensicherung/broschuere-biotopschutzprogramm
https://www.naturschutzbund-burgenland.at/flaechensicherung/broschuere-biotopschutzprogramm
https://www.naturschutzbund-burgenland.at/flaechensicherung/broschuere-biotopschutzprogramm
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available)

WE GROW
TOGETHER

[

Examples of
relevant
projects
funded

Contractual
nature
conservation

Offices of the
provincial
government

Contact points
of information
from the
provincial
governments:

Office of the
Salzburg
Provincial
Government,
Salzburger
Nationalparkfo
nds, see
website

Office of the
Provincial
Government
of Burgenland,
see website

Office of the
Provincial

Government
of Carinthia,
see website

Office of the
Provincial
Government
of Styria, see
website

Compensation
for nature
conservation
via contracts

Grants

Funding
started in
2013
(indefinite)
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https://www.burgenland.at/themen/natur/naturschutz/kontakt/
https://www.salzburg.gv.at/themen/natur/naturschutzfoerderung/naturschutzlandwirtschaft
https://www.burgenland.at/themen/natur/naturschutz/foerderungen-im-bereich-naturschutz/oepul-naturschutzmassnahmen/system-der-naturschutzmassnahmen-im-oepul/
https://www.ktn.gv.at/Service/Formulare-und-Leistungen/UW-L25
https://www.verwaltung.steiermark.at/cms/ziel/74836251/DE/
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Funding Managing Contact Scope of Financing Additional Examples of
instrument institution Information support vehicles information relevant
(website) (scale, time projects
horizon funded
advisory
services if
available)
City of Vienna,
see website
Office of the
Provincial
Government
of Upper
Austria, see
website
Office of the
Provincial
Government
of Lower
Austria, see
website
Office of the
Provincial
Government
of Tyrol, see
website
Innovative funding
Foundation Stiftung Official Safeguarding Donation Donations Project
Naturparke Naturparke contact the 48 nature support the overview
parks in activities and
Austria projects of the
foundation
Foundation Nature Official Acquiring and | Donation Donations Overview of
for nature Conservation contact permanently support the areas
Association securing activities and
Upper Austria areas of projects of the

41


https://www.wien.gv.at/kontakte/ma22/
https://www.land-oberoesterreich.gv.at/files/naturschutz_db/Entsch%C3%A4digungsrichtlinie_genehmigt_Druckvorlage.pdf
https://www.ris.bka.gv.at/GeltendeFassung.wxe?Abfrage=LrNO&Gesetzesnummer=20000814
https://www.tirol.gv.at/umwelt/wald/wald-und-naturraum/naturwaldreservate/
https://stiftung-naturparke.at/
https://stiftung-naturparke.at/#unsere-projekte
http://www.stiftungnatur.at/kontakt
http://www.stiftungnatur.at/flaechen
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relevant
projects
funded

importance for foundation

species and

habitat

protection in

Upper Austria
Zum Urwald Zum Urwald Official Securing Donation Donations Example area:
zuriick zuriick, contact intact forests support the Hobersbrunn
Foundation in Austria by activities and

buying forest projects of the

areas foundation
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https://zumurwaldzurueck.at/spenden.php
https://zumurwaldzurueck.at/waelder.php

FINANCING SOURCES IN BELGIUM



Abbreviations used

CAP

EAFRD

EEA

ERDF

GHG

JTF

NCP

RRF

RRP

WWF

Common Agricultural Policy

European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development
European Environment Agency

European Regional Development Fund
Greenhouse gas

Just Transition Fund

National Contact Point

Recovery and Resilience Fund

Recovery and Resilience Plan

World Wide Fund for Nature
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There are several sources of funding for projects
concerning biodiversity, climate and nature in
Belgium, primarily European Union (EU) funding,
regional funds and private funding.

EU funding opportunities come from different EU
policies and programmes, such as the EU
Cohesion Policy, which includes the European
Regional Development Fund (ERDF) and the Just
Transition Fund (JTF). Funding is also available
from the Recovery and Resilience Facility (RRF),
the new Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) and
the LIFE Programme.

Due to the internal structure of Belgium, funding
for biodiversity, climate and nature is managed at
regional level. The three regions developed
funding opportunities in the context of nature and
biodiversity and, more specifically, for
afforestation. They have also issued green or
sustainable bonds as a way to invest in the
protection of biodiversity, climate and nature.
Cities and municipalities, such as Leuven’* and
Maasmechelen play a role by granting subsidies.
Other innovative financing sources, such as
crowdfunding, are also emerging.

The following sections provide short information
about funding opportunities potentially relevant for
tree planting in Belgium in division into EU funding
sources under shared management, EU funding
sources under direct management, national
funding sources, and innovative funding sources.
These sections are followed with a summary table,
which includes practical links and contact
information allowing the potential beneficiaries
identify suitable financing sources for their tree
planting initiatives.

74 ROBTV, Leuvenaars kunnen voortaan subsidie aanvragen
om een boom in de voortuin te planten, 2022

S Mariotti, M., Wie hagen of loofbomen plant krijgt tot 500 euro
per jaar, HLN, 2020

6 European Commission, EU Cohesion Policy: almost €3 billion
for Belgium’s green and diqgital transition and economic
development in 2021-2027, 2022
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EU Funding sources
9 e
7z under shared
management

Different EU funds are dedicated to the protection
of biodiversity, climate and nature at national level.
They include the Cohesion Policy (through the
ERDF and the Just Transition Fund),
NextGeneration EU, CAP and the LIFE
Programme.

Nearly EUR 3 billion has been allocated to
Belgium as part of the EU Cohesion Policy for
green and digital transition and economic growth
2021-20277%. The ERDF will allocate about EUR
400 million to renewable energy, energy efficiency
and the reduction of GHG emission. The ERDF is
implemented through dedicated Programmes.
There is a programme for the Region of Brussels-
Capital”, for Flanders”® and for the Walloon
Region®. The managing authorities are,
respectively, the Brussels Regional Public Service,
the Flanders Innovation and Entrepreneurship
Agency and the Public Service of Wallonia.
Belgium received EUR 183 billion from the JTF to
develop a low-carbon, circular and energy-efficient
economy.

Belgium issued two different CAP Strategic
Plans, one each for Flanders (EUR 1.3 billion) and
Wallonia (EUR 1.5 billion). The CAP Strategic
Plans are funded by the European Agricultural
Fund for Rural Development (EAFRD) and the
European agricultural guarantee fund (EAGF). Of
the EUR 2.8 billion dedicated to Belgium, more
than EUR 900 million will be allocated to
environmental and climate goals and eco-
schemes®0.

Under the RRF, which forms part of
NextGenerationEU, Belgium is set to receive EUR
5.9 billion to finance investments and reforms

7 Europe in Belgium, Brussels-Capital Region ERDF

8 Europe in Belgium, Flanders ERDF

8 Europe in Belgium, Wallonia ERDF

8 European Commission, The Commission approves the CAP
Strateqic Plans of Belgium (Flanders and Wallonia), DG AGRI,
2022



https://www.robtv.be/nieuws/leuvenaars-kunnen-voortaan-subsidie-aanvragen-om-een-boom-in-de-voortuin-te-planten-147535
https://www.robtv.be/nieuws/leuvenaars-kunnen-voortaan-subsidie-aanvragen-om-een-boom-in-de-voortuin-te-planten-147535
https://www.hln.be/maasmechelen/wie-hagen-of-loofbomen-plant-krijgt-tot-500-euro-per-jaar~aa33bc45/?referrer=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2F
https://www.hln.be/maasmechelen/wie-hagen-of-loofbomen-plant-krijgt-tot-500-euro-per-jaar~aa33bc45/?referrer=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2F
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_22_7673
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_22_7673
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_22_7673
https://www.europeinbelgium.be/en/brussels-capitalregion-erdf
https://www.europeinbelgium.be/en/flanders-erdf#:~:text=The%20flemish%20Operational%20program%20is,carbon%20economy%20in%20all%20sectors
https://www.europeinbelgium.be/en/wallonia-erdf
https://agriculture.ec.europa.eu/news/commission-approves-cap-strategic-plans-belgium-2022-12-05_en
https://agriculture.ec.europa.eu/news/commission-approves-cap-strategic-plans-belgium-2022-12-05_en
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aimed at securing the green transition, supporting
the digital transition, and reinforcing economic and
social resilience. The RRF is intended to support
Belgium to invest in climate change adaptation
through measures to restore biodiversity8t. Of the
EUR 5.9 billion, EUR 400 million will be used to
implement measures to manage water availability
sustainably, reconnect ecosystems, and enhance
protected natural areas, forests and wetlands.
Belgium complemented the EU budget, with a
recovery plan totalling EUR 7.5 billion, which will
fund 145 projects by the end of 202682. The
projects were decided before the RRP was
approved.

For example, the Walloon Region will build and
support five key pieces of infrastructure to develop
the sustainable agri-food sector throughout its
territory. The budget allocated by the EU and the
Walloon Region is EUR 30 million.

EU Funding sources
under direct
management

LY\
1®§
[~

In Belgium, there are two national contact points
for nature and biodiversity as part of the LIFE
Programme — one in Wallonia and one in
Flanders®3. Potential beneficiaries can receive
guidance and support on funding opportunities,
applications procedures, events, and project
results. About 300 projects were (co-)funded in
Belgium through the LIFE Programme since 1992,
82 of which were devoted to nature and
biodiversity84. The budget for 2021-2027 amounts
to EUR 5.4 billion. Examples of projects co-funded
from LIFE are presented in the box below.

81 European Commission, Belgium’s Recovery and Resilience
Plan

82 NextGenBelgium, Heropbouw voor de volgende generaties
8 European Commission, NCPs - National Contact Points
Nature & Biodiversity

84 European Commission, LIFE in European countries
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Examples of projects co-financed from LIFE
Programme in Belgium

The project ‘Most-Keiheuvel: nature restoration
on the gradient from bog to quicksand’ helped to
preserve and restore the natural environment in
the Kempen area. The main objective was to
restore protected habitat types in Europe,
including inland dunes, moorland, shifting bog
and domestic deciduous forests. The project
was supported by a number of partners, such as
Nature and Forests (Flemish government) and
the Zuiderkempen Forest Group (non-profit
organisation). Along with the LIFE grant, they
secured a total budget of over EUR 4 million.

‘Ecological restoration of rivers and forests in
the steep valleys of the Ourthe, Ambleve,
Vesdre and Our basins’ is the first Walloon LIFE
project addressing the overall ecological
restoration of valleys. More specifically, it is a
2020-2028 project that intends to rehabilitate the
forested slopes of the Ardennes’s steep valleys.
The project was initiated by the non-profit
association Domaine de Bérinzenne,
collaborating with the Public Service of Wallonia
- Agriculture, Natural Resources & Environment.
Wallonia and the LIFE grant secured a budget
of almost EUR 9 million.

Belgium has three National Contact Points (NCPs)
for Horizon Europe, one in Brussels-Capital®, one
in Wallonia® and one in Flanders®’.

Under the RRF, which forms part of
NextGenerationEU, Belgium is set to receive EUR
5.9 billion to finance investments and reforms
aimed at securing the green transition, supporting
the digital transition, and reinforcing economic and
social resilience. The RRF is intended to support
Belgium to invest in climate change adaptation
through measures to restore biodiversity®8. Of the

8 NCP Brussels, We are your national contact point for Horizon
Europe

8 NCP Wallonie, Découvrez comment le NCP Wallonie peut
vous aider dans vos projets européens

87 NCP Flanders, NCP Flanders Team

88 European Commission, Belgium’s Recovery and Resilience
Plan



https://commission.europa.eu/business-economy-euro/economic-recovery/recovery-and-resilience-facility/belgiums-recovery-and-resilience-plan_en
https://commission.europa.eu/business-economy-euro/economic-recovery/recovery-and-resilience-facility/belgiums-recovery-and-resilience-plan_en
https://nextgenbelgium.be/nl/over-ons
https://cinea.ec.europa.eu/programmes/life/history-life/life-contacts/ncps-national-contact-points-nature-biodiversity_en
https://cinea.ec.europa.eu/programmes/life/history-life/life-contacts/ncps-national-contact-points-nature-biodiversity_en
https://cinea.ec.europa.eu/programmes/life/life-european-countries_en
https://www.natuurenbos.be/sites/default/files/inserted-files/laymansreport_lifemostkeiheuvel_eng_hr_0.pdf
http://biodiversite.wallonie.be/fr/life-vallees-ardennaises.includehtml?IDC=6290
https://ncp.brussels/
https://ncp.brussels/
https://www.ncpwallonie.be/
https://www.ncpwallonie.be/
https://ncpflanders.be/team
https://commission.europa.eu/business-economy-euro/economic-recovery/recovery-and-resilience-facility/belgiums-recovery-and-resilience-plan_en
https://commission.europa.eu/business-economy-euro/economic-recovery/recovery-and-resilience-facility/belgiums-recovery-and-resilience-plan_en

#3BillionTrees

THREE
BILLIONg

ADDITIONALS

TREESE
]

EUR 5.9 billion, EUR 400 million will be used to
implement measures to manage water availability
sustainably, reconnect ecosystems, and enhance
protected natural areas, forests and wetlands.
Belgium complemented the EU budget, with a total
RRP of EUR 7.5 billion, which will fund 145
projects by the end of 2026%°. The projects were
decided before the RRP was approved.

For example, the Walloon Region will build and
support five key infrastructures to develop the
sustainable agri-food sector throughout its territory.
The budget allocated by the EU and the Walloon
Region is EUR 30 million. Information about the
managing authorities for the RRF is provided in the
summary table.

-8 National funding
sources

The Belgian institutional system features
distribution of competences, with environmental
matters managed at regional level®*. Regional
funds for environmental protection constitute an
important source of funding for biodiversity-related
projects in the three regions. These are described
separately for each region below.

Brussels-Capital Region

Any organisation wishing to promote sustainable
development (e.g. nature conservation awareness,
waste sorting, gardening courses) can apply for a
project grant®l. The cabinet of the responsible
minister will decide whether or not to support the
project. Approval will lead to the preparation of a
subsidy decree, possibly with an agreement on the
nature, scope, terms of use and justifications to be
provided. The procedure then varies according to
the amount that is granted (e.g. above EUR
30,000, the file must be approved by the regional

8 NextGenBelgium, Heropbouw voor de volgende generaties
% Article 6 of the Law of 8 August 1980 on institutional reforms,
juncto Article 39 of the Belgian Constitution.

91 Environment Brussels, Subventions de projet

92 Brussels-Capital, Plan Canopée 2020-2030
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government).

Afforestation is entirely under the responsibility of
the municipality of Brussels. Brussels has also
developed the Plan Canopée®?, which aims to
make the region more resilient and liveable. The
Plan encourages sponsorship of trees in citizens’
streets and assistance with greening of tree roots
by adding plants to the bed surrounding the trees.

Flemish Region

Flanders supports projects that constructively
combine agriculture and nature and are beneficial
to both. For example, the Department for the
Environment, the Department for Agriculture and
Fisheries, the Flemish Land Agency and the
Agency for Nature and Forests select four projects
each year and grant them up to EUR 20,000
each®. Flanders also grants subsidies for
afforestation, reforestation and agroforestry
(see below).

There are also funds at a lower level. For example,
in 2022, the Province of West Flanders and the
intercommunal associations of WVI and Leiedal
combined efforts to invest in resilient regions and
established a Fund for Nature (EUR 30 million)®4.
Examples of projects under this fund include the
expansion of an ecological park in Vichte with
forest and other natural elements, and the
expansion of the de Bonte Os reserve®,

Subsidies for afforestation and reforestation

As the Flemish government wants to protect
nature reserves and expand existing forests, it
subsidises new forest owners. The application
needs to be submitted before the plantation, via a
form and the forest must be maintained for at least
25 years. Both natural persons, private and public
legal entities (excluding the Flemish Region and
the federal state) can receive the subsidy. If an
existing forest was subsequently cut down, a
person can obtain subsidies to reforest the same
land by submitting another form. The subsidy is a

9 Vlaanderen, Projectoproep Landbouw-Natuur: op zoek naar
een win-win

9 West-Vlaanderen, Leidedal en WVI, Regio-fonds ‘Natuur’,
2022

% Lahaye-Battheu, S., Regiofonds West-Vlaanderen investeert
30 miljoen euro aan duurzame projecten



https://nextgenbelgium.be/nl/over-ons
https://environnement.brussels/pro/services-et-demandes/primes-et-aides-financieres/subventions-de-projet
https://www.bruxelles.be/plan-canopee-2020-2030
https://natuurenbos.vlaanderen.be/subsidies/subsidies-bebossing-en-herbebossing/subsidieregeling-bebossing-2015#toc-aanvraagformulier
https://natuurenbos.vlaanderen.be/subsidies/subsidies-bebossing-en-herbebossing/subsidie-herbebossing
https://www.vlaanderen.be/projectoproep-landbouw-natuur-op-zoek-naar-een-win-win
https://www.vlaanderen.be/projectoproep-landbouw-natuur-op-zoek-naar-een-win-win
https://www.west-vlaanderen.be/sites/default/files/2022-12/20221121%20bijlage%201_regiofonds%20natuur_Wouter%20Vuylsteke.pdf
https://www.west-vlaanderen.be/sites/default/files/2022-12/20221121%20bijlage%201_regiofonds%20natuur_Wouter%20Vuylsteke.pdf
https://www.sabien-lahaye-battheu.be/nl/nieuws/3580/regiofonds-west-vlaanderen-investeert-30-miljoen-euro-aan-duurzame-projecten.html
https://www.sabien-lahaye-battheu.be/nl/nieuws/3580/regiofonds-west-vlaanderen-investeert-30-miljoen-euro-aan-duurzame-projecten.html
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lump-sum amount per metre-squared (m?),
afforested in accordance with the conditions. The
subsidy amount varies depending on the location
of the land (between EUR 0.35/m? and EUR
2.5/m2).

Several conditions need to be fulfilled in order to
be eligible for the subsidy®. These include: the
land is not forested yet, there is no obligation by
court or commitment to afforest the land, and the
planted species must be indigenous.

Subsidies for acquisition of land to be forested

Flanders provides a one-off subsidy for acquisition
of land to be forested through an annual project
call, with funds from the forest compensation
fund®’. This only concerns local and provincial
authorities and the forest needs to be maintained
for 25 years. A form must be filled in to apply for
the fund. The subsidy amounts to 90% of the
purchase amount, with a ceiling of EUR 7/m?2 or
EUR 250,000 in total. It can be combined with
subsidies from other governments.

The conditions to receive a subsidy include
requirements that the land was not previously a
forest, it is at least 0.1 hectares, and that the
afforestation must be maintained as a publicly
accessible forest.

Subsidies for agroforestry

Farmers who establish agroforestry systems can
receive a partial refund for planting trees (up to
a maximum of 75%)9%. Applications are open until
the 15" of September. Moreover, farmers can
receive subsidies under pillar 1l of the CAP for the
maintenance of the agroforestry system. For this
purpose, they have to commit for 5 years to the
specific agri-environmental measure®.

% Agentschap voor Natuur en Bos, Subsidieregeling bebossing

2015

97 Vlaanderen, Projectoproep aankoop gronden bebossing —
bossencompensatiefonds

% Vlaanderen, A Aanplant boslandbouwsystemen - cmp 2023 -
versie 26062023.pdf

99 Onderhoud van boslandbouwsystemen (agroforestry) |
Landbouw en Visserij (vlaanderen.be)

100 Nature Conservation Act of 12 July 1973, M.B 11 Sept.
1973.
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Walloon Region

In its Nature Conservation Act!®, Wallonia
established the Biodiversity Protection Fund
(Chapter V Protection of Forests and Rural Areas).

In order to improve biodiversity and the quality of
the landscape, recreate an ecological network and
combat soil erosion, the Department of Nature and
Forests of the Walloon Public Service grants
owners of land! |ocated in the Walloon region a
subsidy for planting a living hedge, a linear
coppice, an orchard and a tree line as well as for
the maintenance of pollard trees!%?, This subsidy is
part of the ambitious objective of planting 4,000 km
of hedges and/or one million trees. The initiative is
called ‘Yes we plant’. The amount of the subsidy
varies according to the type of planting.

Owners of land who plant tree lines will receive
EUR 6 per tree purchased from a nursery, EUR 2
per willow cutting or EUR 25 per tree of a
recognised or certified variety in orchards%3. The
grant is linked to compliance with a number of
conditions, including that the beneficiary is obliged
to maintain and care for the plantations for 30
years, the subsidised achievements are subject to
inspection during that period, and that the planting
work must be finished no later than three years
after the notification of the permit.

In addition to regional public funding, several
companies and associations support tree
planting throughout the country. Since 2011, the
Royal Forestry Society of Belgium has been
offering financial and technical assistance for
reforestation projects in Belgium, with the support
of partner companies. Candidates need to fill in a
form (online or printed). The Society operates
based on corporate sponsorship, through
companies participating in the ‘Plant a tree’ action.

101 Individuals, municipalities, public authorities, holders of a
right to use such property.

102 Wallonie, Demander une subvention pour la plantation d’'une
haie vive, d’un taillis linéaire, d’un verger et d'alignement
d'arbres ainsi que pour I'entretien des arbres tétards

198 The amounts in the table are multiplied by 1.5 when the
work is carried out by a company specialised in the type of work
concerned, without exceeding 80% of the total amount of the
invoices.



https://natuurenbos.vlaanderen.be/subsidies/subsidies-aankoop-van-gronden/aankoop-gronden-bebossing-lokale-besturen
https://natuurenbos.vlaanderen.be/subsidies/subsidies-bebossing-en-herbebossing/subsidieregeling-bebossing-2015#toc-aanvraagformulier
https://natuurenbos.vlaanderen.be/subsidies/subsidies-bebossing-en-herbebossing/subsidieregeling-bebossing-2015#toc-aanvraagformulier
https://natuurenbos.vlaanderen.be/subsidies/subsidies-aankoop-van-gronden/projectoproep-aankoop-gronden-bebossing-bossencompensatiefonds
https://natuurenbos.vlaanderen.be/subsidies/subsidies-aankoop-van-gronden/projectoproep-aankoop-gronden-bebossing-bossencompensatiefonds
file:///C:/Users/debomar/Downloads/Aanplant%20boslandbouwsystemen%20-%20cmp%202023%20-%20versie%2026062023.pdf
file:///C:/Users/debomar/Downloads/Aanplant%20boslandbouwsystemen%20-%20cmp%202023%20-%20versie%2026062023.pdf
https://lv.vlaanderen.be/steun/perceelsgebonden-steun/perceelsgebonden-ecoregelingen-en-agromilieuklimaatmaatregelen-16
https://lv.vlaanderen.be/steun/perceelsgebonden-steun/perceelsgebonden-ecoregelingen-en-agromilieuklimaatmaatregelen-16
https://yesweplant.wallonie.be/home.html
https://www.srfb.be/planter-un-arbre/reboisement/
https://www.srfb.be/planter-un-arbre/entreprise/
https://www.wallonie.be/fr/demarches/demander-une-subvention-pour-la-plantation-dune-haie-vive-dun-taillis-lineaire-dun-verger-et
https://www.wallonie.be/fr/demarches/demander-une-subvention-pour-la-plantation-dune-haie-vive-dun-taillis-lineaire-dun-verger-et
https://www.wallonie.be/fr/demarches/demander-une-subvention-pour-la-plantation-dune-haie-vive-dun-taillis-lineaire-dun-verger-et
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It offers financial aid for reforestation of plots that
have suffered a climatic or biological hazard, new
afforestation, and innovative reforestation. With
some exceptions, the aid is fixed at EUR 1/tree,
with a maximum of EUR 2,000 per applicant. The
conditions include that the owner must be a
member of the Society for at least five consecutive
years, that the seedlings must be of
recommendable provenance, and that the project
must include a minimum of 500 trees.

Reforest’Action co-finances reforestation
projects, mainly in France but also around the
world. They finance different types of projects,
such as restoration of forest plots, forest creation,
agroforestry and assisted natural regeneration
(EUR 0.5 and EUR 1.2 per plant). The projects are
selected based on different criteria, including
diversity of species, biodiversity habitats, and
preservation of COz: in the soil. The funds can be
combined with public aid. Conditions include: the
project must concern at least 1,500 plants;
invasive species are not funded; at least three
mixed species must be planted; and the owner
must present a sustainable management
document.

: Innovative funding

'Q\ sources

Belgium believes in green finance and makes use
of green bonds as a tool to finance the
environmental transition'%. In 2018, Belgium
issued its first green bonds and raised EUR 4.5
billion1%, In 2022, Belgium raised another EUR 4.5
billion in the same way1,

In April 2019, the Walloon Region issued an
inaugural sustainable bond to finance its eligible
social and environmental expenditure®?. This
inaugural issue raised EUR 1 billion at very
attractive financial conditions. On 1 April 2020, the

104 Belgian Debt Agency, Green OLO Framework, 2022

105 Belgian Debt Agency, Green OLO

16 Galloy, P., L'emprunt vert de I'Etat belge a attiré une forte
demande, 2022
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Walloon Region issued a second long-dated bond,
raising EUR 500 million. In addition, the Region
increased the size of the previous bond by EUR
200 million, reaching a total of EUR 700 million.

Flanders has developed the Flanders
Sustainability Bond Framework, under which it
may decide to issue multiple social, green and
sustainability bonds, using the proceeds to finance
and refinance, in whole or in part, existing and
future projects that support the achievement of its
sustainable development targets as stated in
Flanders’ Vizier 2030 and Vision 205018,

Crowdplanting

Reforest’Action leads a crowdplanting
initiative'%®, whereby individuals or companies
wishing to create or expand a forest can contact
Reforest'Action and take action. This initiative is
financed by various means, including
crowdfunding, which allows individuals from all
over the world to support a reforestation project on
a one-off or monthly basis.

Ad hoc funds

In 2021, the World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF)
launched the first edition of the Local Nature Fund,
an initiative aimed at supporting small projects led
by citizens for the protection and restoration of
nature in Belgium. WWF granted between EUR
2,500 and EUR 5,000 to 47 projects, including the
plantation of a micro-forest in Gembloux and an
‘edible forest’ comprising fruit trees.

Natuurpunt (Nature Point) is an independent
association of volunteers supporting projects in
Flanders, with a focus on innovative methods or
initiatives to introduce the themes of nature, the
environment and sustainability to a broad group of
people. It grants up to EUR 2,500 to projects.

No information has been found regarding a
national programme organising Payment for
Ecosystem Services (PES). However, ad hoc
initiatives might exist at a local level. For example,
in May 2022, the Walloon Region launched a call

107 Wallonie, Obligations durables, sociales et vertes
108 Sustainalytics, Second Party Opinion, Flanders
Sustainability Bond, 2018

109 Reforestaction, Nos solutions pour les citoyens



https://www.debtagency.be/sites/default/files/content/download/files/green_olo_-_framework_2022.pdf
https://www.debtagency.be/en/green-olo
https://www.lecho.be/les-marches/actu/general/l-emprunt-vert-de-l-etat-belge-a-attire-une-forte-demande/10413675.html
https://www.lecho.be/les-marches/actu/general/l-emprunt-vert-de-l-etat-belge-a-attire-une-forte-demande/10413675.html
https://wwf.be/fr/actualites/fonds-pour-la-nature-dici-des-projets-locaux-qui-ont-de-limpact
https://www.natuurpunt.be/pagina/innovatiefonds
https://portail-wallonie.valid.wallonie.be/fr/financement/obligations-durables-sociales-et-vertes
https://financeflanders.be/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/Flanders_SPO.pdf
https://financeflanders.be/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/Flanders_SPO.pdf
https://www.reforestaction.com/nos-solutions-pour-les-citoyens
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for projects, “Green and Blue Mesh in Urban
Areas”, whose purpose was to grant subsidies to
16 municipalities with projects developing
networks of natural areas and promoting access to
nature for all'1%, Under this call for projects, a
budget of EUR 6.8 million had been foreseen. The
call was the second one of a series of four. Calls
are announced on the website of the Region of
Walloniattl,

110 wallonie, 16 projets pour renforcer le maillage écologique en 111 Wallonie, Appels a projets de végétalisation
Wallonie, 2022
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https://www.wallonie.be/fr/actualites/16-projets-pour-renforcer-le-maillage-ecologique-en-wallonie
https://www.wallonie.be/fr/actualites/16-projets-pour-renforcer-le-maillage-ecologique-en-wallonie
https://tellier.wallonie.be/home/presse--actualites/communiques-de-presse/presses/trois-appels-a-projets-pour-vegetaliser-nos-lieux-de-vie-et-sadapter-aux-dereglements-climatiques.html
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Examples of
relevant
projects
funded

Additional
information
(scale, time
horizon
advisory
services if
available)

ERDF
Brussels-
Capital
Region

Brussels-
Capital
Regional
Public Service

See_website

and website

Improving the
urban
metabolism in
line with the
sustainable
urban
development
strategy
pursued by
the EU

Sustainable
development

Grants

2021-2027

ERDF
Flemish
Region

Flanders
Innovation &
Entrepreneurs
hip Agency

See website

and website

Improving the
urban
metabolism in
line with the
sustainable
urban
development
strategy
pursued by
the EU

Sustainable
development

Grants

2021-2027

ERDF
Walloon

Public Service
of Wallonia —

See website

Improving the
urban

Grants

2021-2027
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https://servicepublic.brussels/
https://feder.brussels/
https://www.vlaio.be/nl
https://www.vlaio.be/nl/vlaio-netwerk/europees-fonds-voor-regionale-ontwikkeling
https://spw.wallonie.be/guide/guide-services/15956
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Examples of
relevant
projects
funded

Region Office of and website metabolism in
Secretary line with the
General sustainable
urban
development
strategy
pursued by
the EU
Sustainable
development
EAFRD Flemish website Environmental | Grants and 2023-2027
government, and climate financial
Department of goals instruments
Agriculture
and Fisheries
Eco-schemes
Walloon website Environmental | Grants and 2023-2027
government, and climate financial
Department of goals instruments
Agriculture
Eco-schemes
EU funding sources under direct management
LIFE Flemish website Environment Grants 2021-2027 ‘Most-
Energy and Keiheuvel:
Climate 2‘5?850?;' nature
Agency Climate - restoration on
service the gradient
from bog to
Energy quicksand’
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https://europe.wallonie.be/programmation-2021-2027/presentation
https://lv.vlaanderen.be/beleid/landbouwbeleid-eu/gemeenschappelijk-landbouwbeleid-glb
https://agriculture.wallonie.be/politique-agricole-commune
https://www.vlaanderen.be/veka/energie-en-klimaatbeleid/eu-financiering-voor-vlaamse-energie-en-klimaatprojecten/life-het-eu-programma-voor-milieu-klimaat-en-energie
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Funding Managing Contact Scope of Financing Additional Examples of
instrument institution Information support vehicles information relevant
(website) (scale, time projects
horizon funded
advisory
services if
available)
LIFE Walloon website Environment Grants 2021-2027 ‘Ecological
government restoration of
NC?P as rivers and
Climate advisory forests in the
service steep valleys
of the Ourthe,
Energy Ambléve,
Vesdre and
Our basins’
Horizon NCP in website
Europe Brussels-
Capital
Horizon NCP in website
Europe Flanders
Horizon NCP in website
Europe Wallonia
RRF Federal See website Green Grants 2020-2026
government . transition
and website
Economic and
social
resilience
Climate
adaptation
RRF Flemish See website Green Grants 2020-2026
Region . transition
and website
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http://biodiversite.wallonie.be/fr/projets-life.html?IDC=3260
https://ncp.brussels/
https://ncpflanders.be/team
https://www.ncpwallonie.be/
https://www.belgium.be/fr
https://news.belgium.be/fr/plan-national-pour-la-reprise-et-la-resilience-suivi-des-travaux-et-modification-du-plan
https://www.vlaanderen.be/
https://vlaamse-auditautoriteit.fenb.be/europese-faciliteit-voor-herstel-en-veerkracht-fhv/#:~:text=De%20Europese%20Faciliteit%20voor%20Herstel,2%2C225%20miljard%20euro%20naar%20Vlaanderen.
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Examples of
relevant
projects
funded

Additional
information
(scale, time

Contact
Information
(website)

Funding
instrument

Managing
institution

Scope of
support

Financing
vehicles

horizon
advisory
services if

Economic and
social
resilience

Climate
adaptation

available)

RRF

Walloon
Region

See website

and website

Green
transition

Economic and
social
resilience

Climate
adaptation

Grants

2020-2026

Building five
pieces of
infrastructure
ensuring
sustainable
deployment of
the agri-food
sector

RRF

Wallonia-
Brussels
Federation

See website

and website

Green
transition

Economic and
social
resilience

Climate
adaptation

Grants

2020-2026

RRF

Brussels-
Capital
Region

https://be.brus
sels/

See website

and website

Green
transition

Economic and
social
resilience

Grants

2020-2026
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https://www.wallonie.be/
https://www.wallonie.be/fr/plans-wallons/plan-de-relance-de-la-wallonie
https://www.federation-wallonie-bruxelles.be/index.php?id=39
https://infrastructures.cfwb.be/projets-phares/plan-de-relance-europeen-rrf/
https://be.brussels/
https://be.brussels/
https://be.brussels/
https://www.bruxelles.be/sites/default/files/bxl/PLAN_DE_RELANCE_2020_CC-FR.pdf
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(website)

Funding
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Managing
institution

Scope of
support

Financing
vehicles

horizon
advisory
services if
available)

Climate
adaptation
RRF German- See website Green Grants 2020-2026
speaking . transition
Community and website
Economic and
social
resilience
Climate
adaptation
National funding
No specific Brussels- website Sustainable Grants
funding Capital development
instrument Region
No specific Flemish See website Afforestation Grants
fundin Region .
instrurﬁent ’ and website
(but Agro-forestry
possible)
Calls for Flemish website Agriculture Grants Agro-forestry
projects Region and nature project
Agriculture- (CreAg-tief)
Nature
No specific Walloon website Afforestation Grants
funding Region
instrument
Fund for WVI, Leiedal website Projects Grants Projects:
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https://ostbelgienlive.be/desktopdefault.aspx/tabid-72/186_read-448/
https://ostbelgieneuropa.be/desktopdefault.aspx/tabid-7400/12209_read-66974/
https://environnement.brussels/pro/services-et-demandes/primes-et-aides-financieres/subventions-de-projet
https://natuurenbos.vlaanderen.be/subsidies/subsidies-bebossing-en-herbebossing/subsidieregeling-bebossing-2015#toc-aanvraagformulier
https://lv.vlaanderen.be/subsidies/perceel-en-dier/plant/aanplantsubsidie-voor-boslandbouwsystemen-agroforestry
https://www.vlaanderen.be/projectoproep-landbouw-natuur-op-zoek-naar-een-win-win
https://www.vlaanderen.be/projectoproep-landbouw-natuur-op-zoek-naar-een-win-win/projecten-landbouw-natuur-agroforestry/creeag-tief-contourboslandbouw-als-rendabele-effectieve-aanpak-van-vergroening
https://www.wallonie.be/fr/demarches/demander-une-subvention-pour-la-plantation-dune-haie-vive-dun-taillis-lineaire-dun-verger-et
https://www.west-vlaanderen.be/sites/default/files/2022-12/20221121%20bijlage%201_regiofonds%20natuur_Wouter%20Vuylsteke.pdf
https://www.sabien-lahaye-battheu.be/nl/nieuws/3580/regiofonds-west-vlaanderen-investeert-30-miljoen-euro-aan-duurzame-projecten.html
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Funding Managing Contact Scope of Financing Additional Examples of
instrument institution Information support vehicles information relevant
(website) (scale, time projects
horizon funded
advisory
services if
available)
Nature and West regarding Ecological
Flanders wetlands and Park Vichte
Province afforestation
Natural
Reserve de
Bonte Os
Royal website - Afforestation | Grants
Forestry
Society of
Belgium
Federal and Federal See website, Sustainable Financial
i | . ) I i
regiona Flemish website development instruments
bonds . —
Region (green bonds)
Walloon and website
Region
Innovative funding sources
Reforest’ Reforest’Actio | website Afforestation Co-financing Private Reforest’Actio
. n company: n
Action pany
Reforest’
Action
Local Nature | WWF website Nature Grants Ad hoc: Local | WWF
Fund Nature Fund
Natuurpunt NatuurAcade website Nature Grants Ad hoc: NatuurAcade
mie Natuurpunt mie
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https://www.srfb.be/
https://www.debtagency.be/sites/default/files/content/download/files/green_olo_-_framework_2022.pdf
https://financeflanders.be/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/Flanders_SPO.pdf
https://portail-wallonie.valid.wallonie.be/fr/financement/obligations-durables-sociales-et-vertes
https://www.reforestaction.com/
https://wwf.be/fr/actualites/fonds-pour-la-nature-dici-des-projets-locaux-qui-ont-de-limpact
https://www.natuurpunt.be/pagina/innovatiefonds

FINANCING SOURCES IN
BULGARIA



Abbreviations used

CAP Common Agricultural Policy

CSPD Centres for Support of Personal Development
EAFRD European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development
ERDF European Regional Development Fund

EAGF European Agricultural Guarantee Fund

EIB European Investment Bank

EIT European Institute of Innovation and Technology
EMEPA Enterprise for the Management of Environmental Protection Activities
EUSDR European Union Strategy for the Danube Region
JTF Just Transition Fund

KIC Knowledge and Innovation Community

MOEW Ministry of Environment and Water

MON Ministry of Education and Science

NCP National contact point

NGO Non-governmental organisation

NICHES Nature’s Integration in Cities’ Hydrologies, Ecologies and Societies
PES Payments for ecosystem services

RDP Rural Development Programme

RRF Recovery and Resilience Facility

RRP Recovery and Resilience Plan

TITP Territorial Just Transition Plan

uccC United Children's Complexes
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Projects for biodiversity, climate and nature in
Bulgaria are mainly funded by:

. Programmes using EU shared funding
instruments;

. Directly managed EU funds, such as the
LIFE programme;

. State Enterprise for the Management of
Environmental Protection Activities
(EMEPA).

At EU-level, widespread funding sources under
shared management are the European Regional
Development Fund (ERDF), the Cohesion Fund,
and the European Agricultural Fund for Rural
Development (EAFRD). Funding is distributed
through programmes, such as the Environment
and the Rural Development Programme (RDP).
Directly managed funds such as the LIFE
Programme and Horizon Europe are also utilised,
as well as funds from Biodiversa+, the European
Biodiversity Partnership. The European Investment
Bank (EIB) provides direct loans and other types of
assistance for green and innovative projects.

At national level, the State budget allocates funds
to the Ministry of Environment and Water (MOEW)
for sustainability-related projects annually. The
EMEPA (under the MOEW) also provides funds in
various forms. Additionally, the National Trust
EcoFund manages funds from international,
foreign, or national sources designated for
environmental protection.

The following sections provide some brief
information about potential funding opportunities
for tree planting in Bulgaria. They are followed by a
summary table containing practical links and
contact information.

112 Council of Ministers of the Republic of Bulgaria.
113 Programme Environment, 2022
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EU Funding sources

r“'ﬂ under shared
management

EU shared funds, such as the ERDF, the
Cohesion Fund and the EAFRD are among the
most used financing sources for projects on
biodiversity, climate and nature in Bulgaria. Monies
from these funds are distributed through the
specific programmes in the country.

The P Environment 2021-2027 is co-financed by
the ERDF, the Cohesion Fund and Bulgaria’s
State budget. It prioritises water, waste,
biodiversity, risk management, climate change and
air projects. Municipalities and regional
governments, non-governmental organisations
(NGOs), scientific institutes, universities and legal
entities with a commercial purpose that are the
owners of the specified conservation structures are
all eligible to apply for funding for biodiversity
projects!!?, Projects from the Programme
Environment include analyses and studies of
species and natural habitats subject to reporting
under Article 17 of the Habitats Directive and
Article 12 of the Birds Directive.

The 2023 work programme of the Programme
Environment allocates more than BGN 70 million
(approx. EUR 36 million) for financing projects
under the ‘Biodiversity’ priority axis. Of that, BGN
41 million (approx. EUR 20 million) is planned for
‘Improving the environmental protection status of
natural forest habitats through pilot activities’*13.

Under Interreg (part of the Cohesion Fund), the
Danube Transnational Programme!4 and the
Euro-MED?15 programme provide support for the
implementation of the EU Strategy for the Danube
Region (EUSDR) and climate change mitigation in
the Mediterranean Sea and its bordering
territories, respectively.

The Just Transition Fund (JTF) in Bulgaria is
included in the Programme Good Governance.
The Ministry of Energy is responsible for
implementing activities related to the preparation

114 Interreg Danube Transnational Programme
15 Interreg Euro-MED programme



https://interreg.eu/programme/interreg-danube-transnational-programme/
https://interreg-euro-med.eu/en/
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of the Territorial Just Transition Plans (TJTPs),
while the Ministry of Regional Development and
Public Works is responsible for ensuring the
implementation of the plans through the JTF under
the ‘Regional Development Programme’ 2021-
2027. The fund offers EUR 1.2 billion in grants.
However, Bulgaria is the only country in the EU
that did not submit its TITP to the European
Commission in 2022, meaning that it did not
receive the planned EUR 97 million funding for that
year. In March 2023, Bulgaria announced that it
did not intend to launch projects financed by the
JTF in 2023 and would not benefit from the
planned funds6.

The Strategic Plan for the Development of
Agriculture and Rural Areas in Bulgaria 2023-2027
(CAP Strategic Plan) relies on two pillars for
funding — the European Agricultural Guarantee
Fund (EAGF) and the EAFRD. The Plan foresees
support for afforestation and restoration in the form
of grants, either as reimbursement of eligible costs
incurred by a beneficiary or as unit costs. Projects
for new afforestation of agricultural and non-
agricultural lands are eligible for funding, as are
those concerning reforestation and afforestation of
completely or partially destroyed plantations and
crops by biotic and abiotic impacts. In total,
approximately EUR 20 million of public
expenditure is planned for activities related to
creation/restoration and maintenance of forests.
According to the Common Agricultural Policy
(CAP) Strategic Plan, 33 projects in this area will
be supported by 2028 at the latest!?”.

EU Funding sources
under direct
management

LY\
IJ:}:
[~

The LIFE programme provides operating grants
to public or private bodies and organisations, State
institutions and NGOs, and includes a sub-

116 Economic.BG.

117 CAP Strategic Plan 2021 Report, 2021.
118 | ife reforest: recovering ecosystems
119 | ife for eagle’s habitats

120 | ife for Lesser-Kestrel

1l
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programme for nature and biodiversity.

The national contact point (NCP) for the LIFE
programme in Bulgaria is the Directorate
Coordination of EU affairs and international
cooperation, International Programmes and
Projects department of the MOEW. As of February
2023, there were 12 ongoing nature and
biodiversity projects, three circular economy and
quality of life projects, and one climate change
mitigation and adaptation project supported by
LIFE. These include:

. Supporting the restoration, climate resilience
and biodiversity significance of priority forest
habitats in Natura 2000 areas (LIFE
REFOREST)!18;

.  LIFE for Eagle’s Habitats1?;

. Better Life for Lesser Kestrel in South-East
Balkans29,

Biodiversity-relevant projects in Bulgaria are also
funded through grants from the Horizon Europe
programme and its predecessor Horizon 2020.
The NCP for Horizon Europe in Bulgaria is the
Ministry for Education and Science (MON). The
European Biodiversity Partnership Biodiversa+,
funded by 33 countries and the EU, has also
provided support for projects in Bulgaria'?l. These
include BIOCONSENT, with a total grant of EUR
1.2 million, and Nature’s Integration in Cities’
Hydrologies, Ecologies and Societies (NICHES),
with a total grant of EUR 601,098.

Most recent and relevant projects funded from the
Horizon programme are:

. Promoting Innovation Excellence in
Transformation of Coal Regions to Climate-
Neutral, Thriving Economies'??;

.  Co-designing Holistic Forest-based Policy
Pathways for Climate Change Mitigation23;

. Restoration of the Danube River Basin
Waters for Ecosystems and People from
Mountains to Coast!?4.

121 European Biodiversity Partnership
122 Eyropean Commission, 2023.

123 European Commission, 2022.

124 European Commission, 2023a.



https://lifereforest.com/partners/
https://eagleforests.org/home/
https://lesserkestrellife.greenbalkans.org/en/
https://www.biodiversa.eu/
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The Bulgarian Recovery and Resilience Plan
(RRP) includes funding for biodiversity amounting
to more than BGN 104 million (approx. EUR 51
million)1?® (see summary table).

The EIB financed 12 projects relevant for nature
and biodiversity between 2021 and 2023 in
Bulgaria, amounting to more than EUR 650 million.
Among them are projects concerning climate and
nature, such as the Flag DFI FL for Urban and
Green Priorities project, aimed at upgrading urban
green areas, improving sustainable urban mobility
and supporting climate change adaptation
measures'?s,

‘Sustainable cities and regions’ was one of the
EIB’s priority areas in Bulgaria for 2022, with EUR
285 million allocated to related projects.
Additionally, EUR 1.4 million was spent on projects
under the ‘Sustainable energy and natural
resources’ priority that year. As part of an
investment programme for innovative green
projects, the EIB funded Bulgarian nanosatellite
technology, which saves CO: launch emissions'?’,

3 National funding
sources

National funding plays an important role in
supporting green projects in Bulgaria. For
instance, the MOEW envisions a budget of BGN
135 million (EUR 67.5 million) for its Priority Axis 3
‘Natura 2000 and Biodiversity’ for the period 2023-
2025. As of September 2022, 24 calls for tender
worth BGN 223.09 million were announced (165%
of the Axis budget), 95 projects worth BGN 127.84
million (94.3% of the Axis budget) for the provision
of grant-in-aid were agreed, and BGN 62.18 million
(45.9% of the Axis budget) of payments were
made!?8,

The largest funding source for biodiversity, climate
and nature projects is the State’s EMEPA. It
provides funds in the form of grants, interest-free
or low-interest loans, and subsidies to cover (partly

125 Information System for Management and Monitoring of EU
funds in Bulgaria 2020.
126 EIB, 2022.
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or fully) interest fees for bank loans granted for the
implementation of environmental projects.
Municipalities, town administrations, mayors’
offices, schools, kindergartens, and Centres for
Support of Personal Development (CSPD)/United
Children's Complexes (UCC) are all eligible for
funding. In 2023, a total of BGN 1 million of
financing is planned under the EMEPA. For
municipalities’ and town administrations’ projects,
the EMEPA offers up to BGN 15,000 (EUR 7,600)
for a total value of BGN 2 million (EUR 1 million).
Schools, kindergartens and CSPD/UCC can
receive up to BGN 7,500 (EUR 3800) for a total
value of BGN 1.5 million (EUR 766,000).

Some national funds act as intermediary
coordinating bodies in the disbursement of foreign
and national funding. For example, the National
Trust EcoFund?®?® manages funds provided by
international, foreign, or national sources
designated for environmental protection. Types of
funding include dedicated funding from the
national budget, grants from governments,
international financial institutions, international
funds, and third-party legal persons, grants from
international foundations and foreign nationals,
and external sources. For pilot projects, subsidies
can be up to 50% of the value of the project.
Priority areas for project financing of the EcoFund
are: liquidation of past environmental pollution and
damage, reducing air pollution and limiting climate
change, protecting water cleanliness, supporting
the national ecological network and protecting the
biodiversity, including pilot projects for restoration
of types of natural habitats.

: Innovative funding

'Q\ sources

Crowdfunding is a popular means of innovative
funding for biodiversity, climate and nature projects
and initiatives. The platform of BCause Bulgaria
provides the space for this crowdfunding.
Examples of relevant initiatives include:

27 E|B, 2021.
128 MOEW, 2022.
129 National Trust EcoFund
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.  Tree Doctor — help a tree!30;
. Mission Chestnut in the Lozenets arealsl,

No information was found on the use of green
bonds or payments for ecosystem services (PES)
in Bulgaria.

130 Tree doctor 131 Mission chestnut

62


https://platformata.bg/en/kauzi/1189:treedoctor/details/campaign.html
https://platformata.bg/en/kauzi/1580:6363-2022-04-02-07-11-40/details/campaign.html
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=

Scope of
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Financing
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(scale, time
horizon
advisory
services if
available)
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i

Examples of
relevant
projects

funded

ERDF and
Cohesion
Fund

MOEW See website

Priority
areas: water,
waste,
biodiversity
(EUR
132,470,260),
risk and
climate
change, and
air

Eligible:
municipalities,
regional
governments,
and for the
biodiversity
priority area —
NGOs,
scientific
institutes,
universities
and legal
entities with a
commercial
purpose that
are the
owners of the
specified
conservation
structures,

Grants

Scale: EUR
1.8 billion
(total) = EUR
1.5 million EU
+ EUR 291
million
national public
contribution
(2021-2027)

n/a
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https://www.eufunds.bg/bg/opos/node/11504

THREE

BILLIONS

ADDITIONALS

TREESE

#3BillionTrees

O

-
~

T iy

WE GROW
TOGETHER

i

Funding Managing Contact Scope of Financing Additional Examples of
instrument institution Information support vehicles information relevant
(website) (scale, time projects
horizon funded
advisory
services if
available)
see website.
JTF Ministry of See website Territories Grants Scale: EUR n/a
Regional most affected 1.3 billion
Development by the
and Public transition ggggortcfjor
Works towards an
climate 2023. not
neutrality (i.e. _rl_ef]‘f?F')VEd at‘S
coal regions of sno
Pernik, submitted
Kyustendil.
Stara Zagora)
EAFRD Ministry of See website Strategic Plan | Grants,
Agriculture providing subsidies
and Food funds through
the EAFRD
EU funding sources under direct management
LIFE NCP: MOEW See website Public or Action grants Supporting the
programme private bodies | and grants for restoration,
and operational climate
organisations, | and resilience and
state administrative biodiversity

institutions,
NGOs

costs of NGOs

significance of
priority forest
habitats in
Natura 2000
areas (LIFE
REFOREST)

LIFE for
Eagle’s
Habitats

Better Life for
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https://www.eufunds.bg/bg/opos/node/10736
https://www.me.government.bg/bg/pages/project_8_oblasti-150.html
https://www.mzh.government.bg/bg/politiki-i-programi/programi-za-finansirane/programa-za-razvitie-na-selskite-rayoni/?page=2
http://www.life-bulgaria.bg/en/
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available)
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Examples of
relevant
projects
funded

Lesser Kestrel
in South-East
Balkans
LIFE19

Conservation
of Pomorie
Lake coastal
lagoon

Demonstration
of a pilot
green
infrastructure
as a win-win
solution for
biodiversity
and
development
in Lake Varna

Eradication of
invasive alien
species,
recreation and
conservation
of priority
forest habitats
within Natura
2000 network

total budget of

in NE Bulgaria
Horizon NCP: MON See website Research, Budget-based | In February Transition in
Europe innovation, grants 2020, there Coal Intensive
technological were 51 Regions
development projects with a | (TRACER)

65



https://lifeforpomorielagoon.eu/
https://lifeforpomorielagoon.eu/
http://www.bgports.bg/en/page/142
https://sidp.bg/life19-nat-bg-001133-life-iashab/
https://horizoneu.mon.bg/
https://tracer-h2020.eu/southeast-bulgaria-bulgaria-bg34-2/
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Financing
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support

Additional
information
(scale, time

horizon
advisory
services if
available)

EUR 64.3
million (EUR
60.2 million
EU
contribution)
for projects in
Bulgaria, see
website.
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Examples of
relevant
projects
funded

Bio-based
Strategies and
Roadmaps for
Enhanced
Rural and
Regional
Development
in the EU (BE-
Rural

Promoting
Innovation
Excellence in
Transformatio
n of Coal
Regions to
Climate-
Neutral,
Thriving
Economies

Co-designing
Holistic
Forest-based
Policy
Pathways for
Climate
Change
Mitigation

Restoration of
the Danube
River Basin
Waters for
Ecosystems
and People
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https://www.trendingtopics.eu/all-horizon-2020-projects-coordinated-in-bulgaria-e60m-eu-funding-for-51-local-innovations/
https://be-rural.eu/
https://be-rural.eu/
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101087022
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101087022
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101056755
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101056755
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101056755
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Examples of
relevant
projects
funded

from
Mountains to
Coast

Recovery NCP: Council | See website Climate Grants Scale: EUR Establishment
and of Ministers of objectives and 6.27 billion in of a Green
Resilience the Republic digital grants (58.9% | Energy
Facility (RRF) | of Bulgaria transition for climate Transition
and 25.8% for | Commission
digital
transition)
Biodiversa+ EU See website Biodiversity Grants Scale: EUR BIOCONSEN
projects 800+ million T
overall budget
with EUR 165
million EU NICHES
contribution
EIB EU See website A focus on Direct loans to | Scale: EUR Flag DFI FL
innovative large 0.95 billion, for Urban and
and/or green companies 1.43% of GDP | Green
projects, and big (2021) Priorities
among other projects and
climate action | loans or
and assistance to Sofia Roads
environment local banks, and
projects which in turn Sustainable
give finance to Mobility
firms for small
projects
EnduroSat
National funding
EMEPA MOEW See website Municipalities, | State In 2023: Annual
town enterprise maintenance
administration | funds: Atotal of BGN | ot e wildiite
s, mayors’ 1.’094’.611 Rescue
financing
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https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101093985
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101093985
https://nextgeneration.bg/14
https://commission.europa.eu/system/files/2023-01/Bulgaria_RRF_1st_Payment_request_EPC_en.pdf
https://commission.europa.eu/system/files/2023-01/Bulgaria_RRF_1st_Payment_request_EPC_en.pdf
https://commission.europa.eu/system/files/2023-01/Bulgaria_RRF_1st_Payment_request_EPC_en.pdf
https://commission.europa.eu/system/files/2023-01/Bulgaria_RRF_1st_Payment_request_EPC_en.pdf
https://www.biodiversa.eu/
https://www.biodiversa.eu/2022/10/11/bioconsent/
https://www.biodiversa.eu/2022/10/11/bioconsent/
https://www.biodiversa.eu/2022/10/25/niches/
https://www.eib.org/en/projects/index.htm
https://www.eib.org/en/projects/loans/all/20220482
https://www.eib.org/en/projects/loans/all/20220482
https://www.eib.org/en/projects/loans/all/20220482
https://www.eib.org/en/projects/loans/all/20200758
https://www.eib.org/en/projects/loans/all/20200758
https://www.eib.org/en/projects/loans/all/20200758
https://www.eib.org/en/projects/loans/all/20200758
https://www.eib.org/attachments/publications/eib_activity_report_2021_en.pdf
https://eea.government.bg/en/infocenter/index.html
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Examples of
relevant

Additional
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Contact
Information

Funding Managing

institution

Scope of Financing

vehicles

instrument

(website)

support

offices,
schools,
kindergartens
(CSPD/UCC)

Grants

Interest-free
or low-interest
loans

Subsidies to
cover (partly
or fully)
interest fees
for bank loans
granted for the
implementatio
n of

(scale, time

horizon
advisory
services if
available)

planned

For projects of
municipalities
and town
halls, up to
BGN 15,000
with VAT for a
total value of
BGN 2 million

For projects of
schools,
kindergartens
and

projects
funded

Centre
(rehabilitation,
breeding and
return to
nature of rare
and
endangered
species) in
Stara Zagora
for 2020

Assessment
and
monitoring of
the impact of
air pollution on

. CSPD/UCC, forest
environmental up to BGN ecosystems -
projects 7,500 with level | (large-

VAT for a total | scale) and
value of BGN | levelll
1,5 million (intensive) -
2020-2021
National MOEW See website Priority areas Types of Management Approved
Trust for project funding: of funds municipalities
EcoFund financing: provided by under the
international, mineral waters
Dedicated foreign, or investment
Liquidation of | funding from | national programme
past the national sources
environmental | budget designated for
pollution and environmental
damage protection.
Grants from Foreign
governments, | Sources
Reducing air | international include, for
pollution and | financial instance,
limiting institutions, EUKI
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https://www.moew.government.bg/bg/informaciya-ot-pudoos-po-element-na-okolnata-sreda-eos-za-dejstvasti-dogovori-kum-data-31-05-2021-os-otpaduci-bioraznoobrazi-i-vuzduh/
https://www.moew.government.bg/bg/informaciya-ot-pudoos-po-element-na-okolnata-sreda-eos-za-dejstvasti-dogovori-kum-data-31-05-2021-os-otpaduci-bioraznoobrazi-i-vuzduh/
https://www.moew.government.bg/bg/informaciya-ot-pudoos-po-element-na-okolnata-sreda-eos-za-dejstvasti-dogovori-kum-data-31-05-2021-os-otpaduci-bioraznoobrazi-i-vuzduh/
https://www.moew.government.bg/bg/informaciya-ot-pudoos-po-element-na-okolnata-sreda-eos-za-dejstvasti-dogovori-kum-data-31-05-2021-os-otpaduci-bioraznoobrazi-i-vuzduh/
https://www.moew.government.bg/bg/informaciya-ot-pudoos-po-element-na-okolnata-sreda-eos-za-dejstvasti-dogovori-kum-data-31-05-2021-os-otpaduci-bioraznoobrazi-i-vuzduh/
https://www.moew.government.bg/bg/informaciya-ot-pudoos-po-element-na-okolnata-sreda-eos-za-dejstvasti-dogovori-kum-data-31-05-2021-os-otpaduci-bioraznoobrazi-i-vuzduh/
https://www.moew.government.bg/bg/informaciya-ot-pudoos-po-element-na-okolnata-sreda-eos-za-dejstvasti-dogovori-kum-data-31-05-2021-os-otpaduci-bioraznoobrazi-i-vuzduh/
https://ecofund-bg.org/
https://www.euki.de/en/
https://ecofund-bg.org/bg/programs/%d0%bf%d1%80%d0%be%d0%b5%d0%ba%d1%82%d0%b8-%d0%b8%d0%bd%d0%b2%d0%b5%d1%81%d1%82%d0%b8%d1%86%d0%b8%d0%be%d0%bd%d0%bd%d0%b0-%d0%bf%d1%80%d0%be%d0%b3%d1%80%d0%b0%d0%bc%d0%b0-%d0%bc%d0%b8%d0%bd%d0%b5/
https://ecofund-bg.org/bg/programs/%d0%bf%d1%80%d0%be%d0%b5%d0%ba%d1%82%d0%b8-%d0%b8%d0%bd%d0%b2%d0%b5%d1%81%d1%82%d0%b8%d1%86%d0%b8%d0%be%d0%bd%d0%bd%d0%b0-%d0%bf%d1%80%d0%be%d0%b3%d1%80%d0%b0%d0%bc%d0%b0-%d0%bc%d0%b8%d0%bd%d0%b5/
https://ecofund-bg.org/bg/programs/%d0%bf%d1%80%d0%be%d0%b5%d0%ba%d1%82%d0%b8-%d0%b8%d0%bd%d0%b2%d0%b5%d1%81%d1%82%d0%b8%d1%86%d0%b8%d0%be%d0%bd%d0%bd%d0%b0-%d0%bf%d1%80%d0%be%d0%b3%d1%80%d0%b0%d0%bc%d0%b0-%d0%bc%d0%b8%d0%bd%d0%b5/
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Examples of
relevant
projects
funded

related
projects and
initiatives

climate international
change funds, and )
third-party Scale:
legal persons For pilot
Protecting projects,
water subsidies are
cleanliness Grants from up to 50% of
international the value of
foundations the project
Supporting the | and foreign
national nationals
ecological
network and
protecting External
biodiversity, sources
including pilot
projects for
restoration of
types of
natural
habitats
BCause Foundation See website Platform for Crowdfunding Tree Doctor —
Bulgaria BCause crowdfunding, help a tree
which includes
nature-based
and Mission
sustainability- Chestnut in

the Lozenets
area

For the future
of cinereous
vultures in
Bulgaria
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https://platformata.bg/bg/
https://platformata.bg/en/kauzi/1584:za-da-imat-budeshte-kartalite/details/campaign.html
https://platformata.bg/en/kauzi/1584:za-da-imat-budeshte-kartalite/details/campaign.html
https://platformata.bg/en/kauzi/1584:za-da-imat-budeshte-kartalite/details/campaign.html
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Abbreviations used

CAP Common Agricultural Policy

CCP Competitiveness and Cohesion Programme
EAFRD European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development
EBRD European Bank for Reconstruction and Development
ERDF European Regional Development Fund

ESF European Social Fund

GHG Greenhouse gas

JTF Just Transition Fund

ITP Integrated Territorial Programme

NCP National Contact Point

PEHR Programme effective human resources

PES Payment for ecosystem services
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Different sources are available in Croatia to fund
biodiversity, nature and climate protection projects,
including European Union (EU) funding, national
funds, regional and local municipal budgets and
private funding. Croatia is a beneficiary of
Cohesion Policy, with a number of Programmes at
national, regional and local level providing grants
for various initiatives, such as biodiversity and
nature protection projects.

Other EU funding opportunities available in Croatia
include LIFE and Horizon Programmes. For each
of these, a National Contact Point (NCP) is
available to guide potential beneficiaries on
opportunities, application procedures and relevant
information. The Strategic Plan as part of the
Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) is another
important source of funding for nature protection,
particularly planting trees and shrubs in the context
of agriculture and development of rural areas.

The Environmental Protection and Energy
Efficiency Fund is a major institution in the country
providing funding for potential beneficiaries of
projects in the area of environmental protection.
Environmental and nature protection is also
financed from municipal budgets. Innovative
financing sources, such as green municipal and
corporate bonds, are only available in private
sector. Crowdfunding opportunities are gradually
gaining popularity in Croatia.

The following sections provide some brief
information about potential funding opportunities
for tree planting in Croatia. They are followed by a
summary table with practical links and contact
information.

EU Funding sources
o9
/s under shared
management

Croatia will remain one of the beneficiaries of
Cohesion Policy funding in the coming years.
Both the European Regional Development Fund
(ERDF) and the Cohesion Fund will continue to

182 ccp p. 120.
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play an important role in supporting environmental,
climate and biodiversity-supporting initiatives.
Biodiversity-related projects under the Cohesion
Policy are coordinated by the Ministry of Economy
and Sustainable Development. The following
programmes have been established within the
Cohesion Policy:

. Competitiveness and Cohesion
Programme (CCP) 2021-2027: financed
from the ERDF and the Cohesion Fund;

. Programme effective human resources
(PEHR) 2021-2027: financed from the
European Social Fund (ESF);

. Integrated Territorial Programme (ITP)
2021-2027: financed from the ERDF, the
Cohesion Fund and the Just Transition
Fund (JTF).

Among these, the CCP and ITP can support tree
planting. The CCP under the Specific Objective 2.7
foresees investments in green infrastructure in
urban areas and restoration of biodiversity,
including tree planting described as follows:
"implementation of pilot projects and projects
implementing green infrastructure, such as parks
and forests in urban areas, the shores of lakes and
watercourses, transformation of existing non-
functional green/blue areas into green
infrastructure, green bicycle infrastructure, tree
lines, urban networks, sensory gardens, rain
gardens, urban gardens on the ground or on
buildings, green parking areas, green roofs, green
facades, landscaping of the building, etc."32,

The ITP foresees tree planting as a priority. It
states that the remaining part of greenhouse gas
(GHG) emission reduction to reach climate
neutrality will be achieved through measures such
as afforestation’3® (see summary table). The JTF is
integrated into the ITP.

The CAP Strategic Plan 2021-2027134 lists
afforestation and forest restoration as types of
interventions that will be supported within the
actions to limit the impact of climate change in
agriculture. The Ministry of Agriculture, together
with the Agency for Payments in Agriculture,
Fisheries and Rural Development monitor the

183 |Tp
1% CAP Strategic Plan 2021-2027



https://strukturnifondovi.hr/program-konkurentnost-i-kohezija-2021-2027/
https://strukturnifondovi.hr/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/ITP-odobreni.pdf
https://ruralnirazvoj.hr/files/Strateski-plan-Zajednicke-poljoprivredne-politike-Republike-Hrvatske-2023.-2027..pdf
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implementation of the CAP Strategic Plan (see
summary table).

EU Funding sources
under direct
management

o\
&%
[~

The NCP for the LIFE Programme is established
in the Ministry of Economy and Sustainable
Development (see summary table). The
Environmental Protection and Energy Efficiency
Fund also provides co-financing for projects
accepted for co-financing from LIFE. There are
many LIFE projects in Croatia which may
potentially support tree planting, such as LIFE
RESTORE for MDD — Preserving and restoring
floodplain forest habitats, LIFE WILD WOLF —
Concrete actions for maintaining wild wolves in
anthropogenic landscapes of Europe,1%5.

For Horizon Europe, the Ministry of Science and
Education is the NCP (see summary table).
Projects under this funding instrument must have a
strong innovation component, thus few will be
relevant for tree planting. Nevertheless, some
projects focusing on biodiversity-enhancing and
climate protection, or adaptation measures may
include tree-planting initiatives.

Croatia’s Recovery and Resilience Plan (RRP)
2021-2026 does not mention specific possibilities
to apply for funding for tree planting36.

3 National funding
sources

The Environmental Protection and Energy
Efficiency Fund is the largest financial institution
supporting environment and climate. It supports
both large national programmes and smaller
projects implemented by various stakeholders at a

135 | ist of programmes financed from LIFE fund
136 Recovery and Resilience Plan for Republic of Croatia 2021-
2026
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regional or local level by granting loans, subsidies,
financial assistance and donations. Income for
financing the Fund's activities comes from the
Fund's dedicated revenue streams (compensation
from environmental polluters, environmental user
fees, compensation for burdening the environment
with waste, special environmental fees on motor
vehicles), regional and municipal budgets,
donations and other income. The Fund co-finances
LIFE projects and other EU projects financed
through EU structural instruments and gives
subsidies to legal and natural persons to improve
energy efficiency, etc. (see the summary table).
The Fund in 2023 published call for the
implementation of climate change adaptation
measures for the purpose of strengthening the
resilience of urban environments and call for the
cultivation of seedlings in nursery production for
forest species and species intended for the
greening of urban areas.

With the aim of ensuring a greater contribution of
the tourism sector to reducing the negative effects
of climate change, the Ministry of Tourism and
Sports and the Croatian Tourist Board (CTB) have
prepared a project for financing the planting of
trees in tourist destinations throughout Croatia. In
2022, the invitation to participate in the project was
sent to tourism associations, to organize the
planting of native trees. Grants were given to 116
local authorities. The project implemented by the
Ministry and CTB is part of a broader plan based
on which an additional 10 million seedlings should
be planted in Croatia by 2030.

Biodiversity and climate-related initiatives are also
financed from national, regional, and municipal
budgets. Krka National Park joined the European
3 Billion Trees campaign by providing one
thousand saplings of native trees to visitors of the
parks7,

Three additional initiatives were also implemented:
“Boranka”, the largest volunteer reforestation
campaign of burned areas ever organized in
Croatia, but also in the whole of Europe, by Scouts
Croatia, ‘Days of collective tree planting’, by
Croatian Forests, and ‘Plant a tree, don't be a

137 One thousand saplings of native trees given to visitors of
Krka National Park, May 2023.



https://lifeprogramhrvatska.hr/en/projects/
https://commission.europa.eu/system/files/2021-07/recovery_and_resilience_plan_for_croatia_hr.pdf
https://commission.europa.eu/system/files/2021-07/recovery_and_resilience_plan_for_croatia_hr.pdf
https://www.npkrka.hr/en_US/2023/05/02/posjetiteljima-np-krka-podijeljeno-tisucu-sadnica-autohtonih-biljaka/
https://www.npkrka.hr/en_US/2023/05/02/posjetiteljima-np-krka-podijeljeno-tisucu-sadnica-autohtonih-biljaka/
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stump!’, by the organisation of the same name.

_‘O’_ Innovative funding
= sources

M+ Group?'38, together with strategic partners
Erste&Steiermarkische Bank and the European
Bank for Reconstruction and Development
(EBRD), issued the first sustainability-linked bonds
with a value of almost EUR 40 million in Croatia®®.
The EBRD has invested EUR 60 million in
sustainability bonds issued by Raffeisenbank
Austria (RBA), the Croatian branch of the Austrian
Raiffeisen Bank International AG. RBA will invest
the proceeds from the issue in Croatian projects
that would be eligible under the EBRD's Green
Economy Transition project!4?. The market for
green equity in Croatia is still developing and is
present only in the private sector.

Crowdfunding campaigns are another source of
financing in Croatia. The initiative ‘Plant a tree
don’t be a stump!’ used this type of financing to
collect resources to buy seeds and tools for
planting trees?#l. The aim of the campaign was to
collect HRK 1.5 million (c.a. EUR 200 000).

Lottery Funding as innovative way of financing
started in 2023 with the lottery “Parkovi Hrvatske”
(Parks of Croatia) as a way to celebrate 50 years
of the Croatian Lottery. With this lottery, in
cooperation with public institutions for the
management of national parks and nature parks in
the Republic of Croatia, Croatian Lottery aimed at
raising awareness of the importance of nature
protection through the promotion of national and
nature parks. By buying a lottery ticket, citizens
donate to the preservation of nature and national
parks in Croatia. One of the examples was
donation of EUR 5 300 to the Papuk Nature Park,
specifically for the project of planting a thousand

138 M+ Group is a Zagreb-based provider of business process
and technology outsourcing services with operations in 58
countries, including BiH, Romania, Slovenia, Serbia, the United
States (US) and Turkey.

139 Report on green bonds issued in Croatia, August 2022

140 Report on Green bonds issued in Croatia, October 2022
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yew seedlings.

Croatia has a long-standing tradition of using
Payment for Ecosystem Services (PES) in the
context of forestry. The Croatian tax scheme
requires natural and legal persons conducting
economic activities with an income over
approximately EUR 1 million to pay a tax equal to
0.024% of their revenue for benefiting from forest
ecosystem services. The fees are directed to the
earmarked fund supporting firefighting and
scientific research in the field of forestry42.

141 Crowdfunding campaign for ‘Plant a tree, don’t be a stump!’

142 This example is featured in the EU Forestry Strategy and in
the Commission’s Guidance on the Development of Public and

Private Payment Schemes for Forest Ecosystem Services.



https://balkangreenenergynews.com/first-green-bonds-issued-in-croatia/
https://lidermedia.hr/financije/ebrd-ulaze-60-milijuna-eura-u-zelene-obveznice-raiffeisen-banke-u-hrvatskoj-145454
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1316145621893222/?locale=sk_SK
https://agriculture.ec.europa.eu/sustainability/forestry/forestry-explained_en#documents
https://agriculture.ec.europa.eu/sustainability/forestry/forestry-explained_en#documents
https://agriculture.ec.europa.eu/sustainability/forestry/forestry-explained_en#documents
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Examples of
relevant
projects
funded

ERDF and
Cohesion
Fund

Ministry of
Regional
Development
and EU
Funds;

Ministry of
Economy and
Sustainable
Development

Ministry of
Regional
Development
and EU
Funds,

Directorate for
Strategic
Planning and
Coordination
of EU Funds,
see website

Ministry of
Economy and
Sustainable
Development,

Department
for
Environmental
and Nature
Protection,

website

Ministry of
Physical

Planning,
Construction

and State
Assets

Nature
protection,
afforestation,
natural risk
prevention,
green
infrastructure
in urban
areas,
education,
promotion of
energy
efficiency and
renewable
energy
sources,
adaptation to
climate
change

Mostly grants,
other financial
instruments
such as loans
or loan
guarantees
also possible

CCP 2021-
2027

ITP for the
financial
period 2021-
2027 is partly
financed
through ERDF
and Cohesion
Fund
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https://razvoj.gov.hr/kontakti-1880/uprava-za-stratesko-planiranje-i-koordinaciju-fondova-eu/1887
https://mingor.gov.hr/kontakti-4929/uprava-za-programe-i-projekte-eu-europske-i-medjunarodne-poslove/4946
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/strukturnifondovi.hr/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/PKK-2021-2027.pdf
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/strukturnifondovi.hr/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/PKK-2021-2027.pdf
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Funding Managing Contact Scope of Financing Additional Examples of
instrument institution Information support vehicles information relevant
(website) (scale, time projects
horizon funded
advisory
services if
available)
see website
European Ministry of Ministry of Agro-forestry, | Strategic plan | Information on | TBD
Agricultural Agriculture, Agriculture, enhancing offering obtaining
Fund for . biodiversity in | support for financing can
Rural Directorate for forests owned | farmers: micro | be found at
Development | Agency for iuppolrtt to by farmers, loans, small the dedicated
(EAFRD) payments in ar?crilfl:'\tj ruarle planting trees | loans, websites:
agriculture, D u and shrubs investment website
; ’ evelopment,
fisheries and see website loans, website
rural — guarantees —
development and working
capital
Agency for
payments in Grants are
agriculture, also one
fish(Tries and option,
(rjuer\?elopment, par’FlcuIarIy for
see website environmental
investments
where 100 %
of investment
is financed,
e.g. for
planting new
hedges.
JTF Ministry of Ministry of Afforestation non- 2021-2027 ITP
Regional Regional measures refundable
Development Development grants, loans
and EU Funds | and EU Typically
Funds, see focuses on
website regional
growth and

development

Investments
related to the
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https://mpgi.gov.hr/contact-us/directorate-for-energy-efficiency-in-the-buildings-sector-european-union-projects-and-programmes/8122
https://ruralnirazvoj.hr/kontakt/
https://www.apprrr.hr/kontakt/
https://ruralnirazvoj.hr/prr-2014-2020/mjere/
https://ruralnirazvoj.hr/intervencije/
https://razvoj.gov.hr/kontakti-1880/1880
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Examples of
relevant
projects
funded

EU funding sources under direct management

LIFE Ministry of Ministry of Nature Grants Information on | LIFE projects
Economy and | Economy and | protection and funding in Croatia
Sustainable Sustainable climate opportunities
Development | Development, | protection available at
NCP for the NCP website
LIFE
Programme,
see website
Horizon Ministry of Ministry of Innovative Grants Information on
Europe Science and Science and projects, funding
Education Education, including on opportunities
NCP, see climate available at
website protection and NCP website
health
National funding
Environment Environmental | Environmental | Loans, Information on | Project
al Protection Protection and | protection, . calls for examples:
subsidies,
and Energy Energy energy proposal .
Efficiency Efficiency efficiency and | financial available at City of Umag
Fund Fund, see waste assistance dedicated City of
website management and website Karlovac
donations
Project Ministry of Ministry of Additional tree | Grants website Project
“Croatia Tourism and Tourism planting which examples:
naturally Croatian website will contribute .
yours” Tourist Board . to City of
Croatian compensating Topusko
Tourist Board .
Co2 City of Brela

emissions
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https://lifeprogramhrvatska.hr/en/contacts/
https://lifeprogramhrvatska.hr/en/projects
https://lifeprogramhrvatska.hr/en/projects
https://www.obzoreuropa.hr/
https://www.fzoeu.hr/en/contact/1371
https://www.fzoeu.hr/hr/nacionalni-javni-pozivi-i-natjecaji/1367
https://umag.hr/novosti/umag-sadnja-310-stabala-zahvaljujuci-sufinanciranju-provedbe-mjera-prilagodbe-klimatskim-promjenama-871
https://www.karlovac.hr/novosti/novom-sadnjom-stabala-karlovac-aktivan-u-prilagodbi-klimatskim-promjenama/23639
https://www.karlovac.hr/novosti/novom-sadnjom-stabala-karlovac-aktivan-u-prilagodbi-klimatskim-promjenama/23639
https://mint.gov.hr/contact-us/11559
https://mint.gov.hr/vijesti/ministrica-brnjac-i-direktor-stanicic-pozvali-sve-turisticke-zajednice-u-hrvatskoj-na-sadnju-drveca-u-cilju-kompenzacije-emisija-co2-iz-vozila-turista/23250
https://www.htz.hr/hr-HR/topusko-u-projektu-hrvatska-prirodno-tvoja
https://www.htz.hr/hr-HR/topusko-u-projektu-hrvatska-prirodno-tvoja
https://croatia-hotspots.com/2023/06/kroz-projekt-hrvatska-prirodno-tvoja-u-brelima-zasadene-sadnice-tamarisa/
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Examples of
relevant
projects
funded

website from tourist City of
vehicles Slavonski
Brod
City of Opatija
Initiative Scouts Scouts Reforestation Donations website
“Boranka” Croatia Croatia of burnt areas
. in Dalmatia
website
Initiative Croatian Croatian Tree planting Financed from | Information on
‘Days of forests Forests Ltd., the budget of current calls
collective see website Croatian available at
tree planting’ Forests website
Initiative Association Initiative ‘Plant | Tree planting Crowdfunding | Information on
‘Plant a tree, ‘Plant a tree, a tree, don't crowdfunding
don'tbe a don’t be a be a stump!’, possibilities
stump?’ stump!’ see website available at
community
website
Lottery Croatian Croatian Preservation Information on | Project
Funding lottery Lottery, of nature and lottery “Parks | examples:
(Lottery bsit national parks of Croatia” Planti f
“Parks of See website available at %ﬂ <
roatia” . e SCECNGS
Croatia”) website in Nature Park

Papuk
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https://www.htz.hr/en-GB/general-information/about-us
https://www.slavonski-brod.hr/vijesti-2/13151-zasadena-nova-stabla-u-sklopu-projekta-hrvatska-prirodno-tvoja
https://www.slavonski-brod.hr/vijesti-2/13151-zasadena-nova-stabla-u-sklopu-projekta-hrvatska-prirodno-tvoja
https://www.slavonski-brod.hr/vijesti-2/13151-zasadena-nova-stabla-u-sklopu-projekta-hrvatska-prirodno-tvoja
https://poduckun.net/novosti/sadnja-lovora-u-sklopu-projekta-hrvatska-prirodno-tvoja--croatia-naturally-yours-skolarci-sadili-stabla
https://scouts.hr/kontakt/
https://www.boranka.hr/en
https://www.hrsume.hr/kontakt/
https://www.hrsume.hr/2023/01/30/dani-zajednicke-sadnje-proljece-2023/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1316145621893222/?locale=hr_HR
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1316145621893222/?locale=hr_HR
https://www.lutrija.hr/
https://www.lutrija.hr/hl/instant-lutrija-parkovi-hrvatske
https://www.facebook.com/Hrvatska.Lutrija/videos/1077342603441589/?locale=hr_HR
https://www.facebook.com/Hrvatska.Lutrija/videos/1077342603441589/?locale=hr_HR
https://www.facebook.com/Hrvatska.Lutrija/videos/1077342603441589/?locale=hr_HR
https://www.facebook.com/Hrvatska.Lutrija/videos/1077342603441589/?locale=hr_HR
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Abbreviations used

CAP

ERDF

JTF

NCP

NGO

PES

RRF

RRP

Common Agricultural Policy

European Regional Development Fund
Just Transition Fund

National contact point
Non-governmental organisation
Payment for ecosystem services

Recovery and Resilience Facility

Recovery and Resilience Plan
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In Cyprus there is a range of funding instruments
for biodiversity, climate and nature protection
projects. These include funding opportunities at
European and national level, as well as innovative
instruments, including, crowdfunding platforms,
green bonds and biodiversity offsets.

The following sections provide some brief
information on potential funding opportunities for
tree planting in Cyprus. They are followed by a
summary table of practical links and contact
information.

EU Funding sources
o9
s under shared
management

Under Cohesion Policy, Cyprus has adopted the
Programme ‘THALIA 2021-2027’ (lpoypauua
«OAAEIA 2021-2027»), whose Managing Authority
is the Directorate General Growth within the
Ministry of Finance!#3. It constitutes a multiannual,
multi-fund development programme outlining the
development strategy for the utilisation of the
resources allocated to Cyprus through the
Cohesion Policy Funds, for the period 2021-2027.
The total budget of the Programme amounts to
EUR 1.81 billion, of which EUR 968 million comes
from the EU Cohesion Policy Funds, while the
remaining EUR 842 million is the national
contribution144,

The Programme is structured through sixteen
Priorities, established through the selection of
specific objectives. Energy and Environment
(Priority 2), as well as Climate Change and
Circular Economy (Priority 5), are among those
priorities. The protection and restoration of habitats
within the Natura 2000 Sites are the indicative
actions under Priority 2. Beneficiaries include
public services, local authorities and the managing
authorities of Natura 2000 Sites, along with non-
governmental organisations (NGOs) working in
ecology. Priority 5 sets climate change adaptation

143 Managing Authority of OP ‘THALIA 2021-2027’
144 OP ‘THALIA 2021-2027’

14 JTF in Cyprus

146 CAP in Cyprus
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among its priorities, but there is no particular
reference to biodiversity or tree-planting initiatives.
Lastly, Priority 4 on spatial development includes
the regeneration of the natural environment, i.e.
restoration/creation of squares.

The Just Transition Fund (JTF) resources will
also be utilised through the Programme THALIA
2021-2027. Resources of EUR 101.1 million'4®
have been allocated, but the relevant initiatives of
the Programme do not include any particular
reference to biodiversity or tree-planting initiatives.

The Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) of the
EU is implemented in Cyprus through the CAP
Strategic Plan 2023-2027, prepared by the Ministry
of Agriculture, Rural Development and
Environment and approved by the European
Commission. The CAP Strategic Plan addresses
different categories of beneficiaries, such as
farmers, producer groups, businesses, individuals,
local authorities, partnerships, government
departments and other bodies. The total budget of
the CAP Strategic Plan 2023-2027 amounts to
EUR 454.9 million, of which EUR 373.8 million is
the European contribution and EUR 81.1 million
the national contribution. In the Strategic Plan,
nine specific objectives are defined including
conservation of landscapes and biodiversity,
environmental care, and action in response to
climate change4s.

The Ministry of Agriculture, Rural Development
and Environment has been designated as the
Managing Authority for the Plan4’.

Under the Recovery and Resilience Facility
(RRF), Cyprus has adopted the Recovery and
Resilience Plan (RRP) 2021-2026. The Cyprus
RRP has a total budget of approximately EUR 1.2
billion, distributed between a grant of EUR 1 billion
and a loan of EUR 200 million. The Cyprus RRP
promotes the utilisation of 133 investment and
reformation measures, with a deadline of 2026, in
five policy pillars that are bound to the strategic
objective and the pursuit of the Plan. Transition to
a Green Economy is one of the policy pillars48, but
there is no particular reference to initiatives related

147 Managing Authority of the CAP Strategic Plan 2023-2027 in
Cyprus
148 Cyprus RRP 2021-2026



https://www.mof.gov.cy/mof/dggrowth/dggrowth.nsf/home_en/home_en?openform
https://eufunds.com.cy/en/programme-thalia-2021-2027-2/
https://eufunds.com.cy/en/cohesion-policy-en/just-transition-fund-jtf-en/
https://eufunds.com.cy/en/strategic-plan-of-common-agricultural-policy-2023-2027/
http://www.cap.gov.cy/moa/cap/cap.nsf/planning06_el/planning06_el?OpenDocument
http://www.cap.gov.cy/moa/cap/cap.nsf/planning06_el/planning06_el?OpenDocument
https://eufunds.com.cy/en/recovery-and-resilience-plan-en/
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to biodiversity or three-planting4°.

According to the information provided in Annex 4
of the Cyprus RRP for 2021-2026, the Monitoring
Committee of the Plan is chaired by the Director
General for European Programmes, Coordination
and Development or their representative, and is
composed of the Directors General or their
representatives of various ministries.

EU Funding sources
under direct
management
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A website specifically dedicated to information on
funding programmes was introduced under the
Directorate General Growth in the Ministry of
Finance. It gathers information on different types of
funding tools, including EU funding instruments.
EU funding instruments available in Cyprus include
Horizon 2021-2027 and LIFE!. The National
Contact Point (NCP) for Horizon Europe in Cyprus
is the Research and Innovation Foundation®®!. The
NCP for LIFE is the Department of Agriculture
under the Ministry of Agriculture, Rural
Development and Environment for projects related
to nature, biodiversity and climate change®2.

e National funding
sources

The website dedicated to information on funding
programmes under the Directorate General
Growth in the Ministry of Finance provides
information on funding tools at national level. More
specifically, on national grant schemes (E6vika
2xé61a Kiviitpwv), by competent ministry. The

149 ‘Quick Transition to a Green Economy’ pillar of the Cyprus
RRP 2021-2026

150 EU funding instruments in Cyprus

151 NCP for Horizon Europe in Cyprus

152 NCP for LIFE in Cyprus

153 National incentive schemes

154 Cyprus Environment Foundation
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Directorate General Growth under the Ministry of
Finance, the Research and Innovation Institution,
the Ministry of Agriculture, Rural Development and
Environment are among the authorities mentioned
on the list of national incentive schemes?'%3,

Several foundations in Cyprus could provide
grants for initiatives related to environment and
biodiversity:

. Cyprus Environment Foundation. The
main areas of interest for the Foundation
include biodiversity conservation and
regenerative land use'®*. A tree-planting
initiative, ‘Greening Cyprus in the fire-
affected areas’ was introduced in 2022
and completed at the beginning of 2023155,

. A.G. Leventis Foundation. The main
areas of interest for the Foundation include
environmental conservation!s¢, However,
no particular initiatives related to
biodiversity or tree-planting were identified
on its website.

: Innovative funding

Q
=/ sources

‘Crowdbase’ is the first crowdfunding platform
based in Cyprus, which enables interaction
between the organisers of fundraising campaign
and the investing publict®7.

In 2022, the Council of Ministers approved the
proposal of the Minister of Finance for the
issuance by the Republic of Cyprus of a
green/sustainable bond and authorised the
Minister of Finance to proceed with all the
necessary preparatory work regarding this
initiative %8,

No information about biodiversity offsets or
payment for ecosystem services (PES) could be
found online.

155 ‘Greening Cyprus in the fire-affected areas’ introduced by
the Cyprus Environment Foundation

156 A.G. Leventis Foundation

157 General information on ‘Crowdbase’:

1%8 Ministry of Finance, Minister's Press Office, Decision of the
Council of Ministers to issue a green bond, 2022



http://www.cyprus-tomorrow.gov.cy/cypresidency/kyprostoavrio.nsf/axis01b_el/axis01b_el?OpenDocument
http://www.cyprus-tomorrow.gov.cy/cypresidency/kyprostoavrio.nsf/axis01b_el/axis01b_el?OpenDocument
https://www.fundingprogrammesportal.gov.cy/?s=biodiversity&asp_active=1&p_asid=3&p_asp_data=1&current_page_id=6&qtranslate_lang=0&wpml_lang=el&filters_changed=1&filters_initial=0&customset%5B%5D=call&termset%5Bprogram-category%5D%5B%5D=50&termset%5Borganization-types%5D%5B%5D=-1&aspf%5Bmain_category_search__4%5D=112&aspf%5Bcall_status_search__5%5D=open&asp_gen%5B%5D=title&asp_gen%5B%5D=content&asp_gen%5B%5D=excerpt
https://www.research.org.cy/horizoncy/poioi-eimaste/
http://www.moa.gov.cy/moa/environment/environmentnew.nsf/page29_gr/page29_gr?OpenDocument
https://www.fundingprogrammesportal.gov.cy/program-major-category/cy-ethnika-sxedia-kinhtrwn/
https://cyprusenvironment.org/areas-of-interest/
https://cyprusenvironment.org/grants/greening-cyprus-in-the-fire-affected-areas/
https://cyprusenvironment.org/grants/greening-cyprus-in-the-fire-affected-areas/
https://www.leventisfoundation.org/areas-we-work-in
https://economytoday.sigmalive.com/market-news/53803_i-crowdbase-ginetai-i-proti-platforma-crowdfunding-me-edra-tin-kypro
https://mof.gov.cy/gr/%CE%B3%CF%81%CE%B1%CF%86%CE%B5%CE%AF%CE%BF-%CF%84%CF%8D%CF%80%CE%BF%CF%85/%CE%B3%CF%81%CE%B1%CF%86%CE%B5%CE%AF%CE%BF-%CF%84%CF%8D%CF%80%CE%BF%CF%85-%CF%85%CF%80%CE%BF%CF%85%CF%81%CE%B3%CE%BF%CF%8D/%CE%B1%CF%80%CF%8C%CF%86%CE%B1%CF%83%CE%B7-%CF%85%CF%80%CE%BF%CF%85%CF%81%CE%B3%CE%B9%CE%BA%CE%BF%CF%8D-%CF%83%CF%85%CE%BC%CE%B2%CE%BF%CF%85%CE%BB%CE%AF%CE%BF%CF%85-%CE%B3%CE%B9%CE%B1-%CE%AD%CE%BA%CE%B4%CE%BF%CF%83%CE%B7-%CF%80%CF%81%CE%AC%CF%83%CE%B9%CE%BD%CE%BF%CF%85-%CE%BF%CE%BC%CE%BF%CE%BB%CF%8C%CE%B3%CE%BF%CF%85
https://mof.gov.cy/gr/%CE%B3%CF%81%CE%B1%CF%86%CE%B5%CE%AF%CE%BF-%CF%84%CF%8D%CF%80%CE%BF%CF%85/%CE%B3%CF%81%CE%B1%CF%86%CE%B5%CE%AF%CE%BF-%CF%84%CF%8D%CF%80%CE%BF%CF%85-%CF%85%CF%80%CE%BF%CF%85%CF%81%CE%B3%CE%BF%CF%8D/%CE%B1%CF%80%CF%8C%CF%86%CE%B1%CF%83%CE%B7-%CF%85%CF%80%CE%BF%CF%85%CF%81%CE%B3%CE%B9%CE%BA%CE%BF%CF%8D-%CF%83%CF%85%CE%BC%CE%B2%CE%BF%CF%85%CE%BB%CE%AF%CE%BF%CF%85-%CE%B3%CE%B9%CE%B1-%CE%AD%CE%BA%CE%B4%CE%BF%CF%83%CE%B7-%CF%80%CF%81%CE%AC%CF%83%CE%B9%CE%BD%CE%BF%CF%85-%CE%BF%CE%BC%CE%BF%CE%BB%CF%8C%CE%B3%CE%BF%CF%85
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Scope of
support

Additional
information
(scale, time

Contact
Information
(website)

Financing
vehicles

Managing
institution

horizon
advisory
services if
available)

EU funding under shared management

ERDF and Directorate See website Environment, Grants 2021-2027 n/a
Cohesion General climate

Fund: Growth, change,

Programme Ministry of spatial

THALIA 2021- | Finance planning

2027

EAFRD NCP: Ministry | See website Initiatives for Grants 2023-2027 Tree-planting

of Agriculture,
Rural
Development
and
Environment

conservation
and
enhancing
biodiversity in
forests and
improving the
restoration of
forest habitats

actions are
included in the
description of
the
intervention

Conservation
of landscape
elements/
biodiversity
islands with
beekeeping
plants

Afforestation
and creation
of forested
areas
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https://www.mof.gov.cy/mof/dggrowth/dggrowth.nsf/home_en/home_en?openform
http://www.cap.gov.cy/moa/cap/cap.nsf/planning02_el/planning02_el?OpenDocument
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Funding Managing Contact Scope of Financing Additional Examples of
instrument institution Information support vehicles information relevant
(website) (scale, time projects
horizon funded
advisory
services if
available)
EU funding sources under direct management
Horizon NCP: See website Protection and | Grants 2021-2027 Examples of
Europe Research and conservation past calls
Innovation of biodiversity, include a
Foundation forest programme on
(Topuua management integrative
‘Epeuvag Kai forest
Kaivoropiag) management
for multiple
ecosystem
services and
enhanced
biodiversity,
as well as a
call on
biodiversity,
economics
and finance:
unlocking
financial flows
towards
reversing of
biodiversity
loss
LIFE NCP: See website Environment Grants 2021-2027 Current open
Department of and climate calls include
Environment action programmes
under the on nature
Ministry of governance,
Agriculture nature &
Rural biodiversity
Development and circular
and the economy &
Environment quality of life,
with forestry
one of the
thematic
categories of
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https://www.fundingprogrammesportal.gov.cy/programs/orizondas-evropi-2021-2027/
https://www.fundingprogrammesportal.gov.cy/en/programs/life-environment-and-climate-action-3/
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Funding Managing Contact Scope of Financing Additional Examples of
instrument institution Information support vehicles information relevant
(website) (scale, time projects
horizon funded
advisory
services if
available)
the
programme,
as well as
nature and
biodiversity
National funding
National NCP: Alist of | See website n/a Grants No relevant Website
grant relevant calls open provides
schemes authorities (could be information on
publishing relevant for national
calls is future actions) | incentive
available on plans, which
the website, are designed
with the and approved
relevant ones at national
being the level and are
Directorate financed
General exclusively
Growth under from national
the Ministry of resources
Finance, the
Research and
Innovation
Institution, the
Ministry of
Agriculture,
Rural
Development
and
Environment
Cyprus See website Land Grants April 2022- Greening
Environment | Cyprus restoration February 2023 | Cyprus in the
Foundation Environment (could be fire-affected
Foundation relevant for areas
future actions)
4,
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https://www.fundingprogrammesportal.gov.cy/program-major-category/cy-ethnika-sxedia-kinhtrwn/
https://cyprusenvironment.org/grants/greening-cyprus-in-the-fire-affected-areas/
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Abbreviations used

CEE Central and Eastern Europe

EAFRD European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development
ERDF European Regional Development Fund
ESF European Social Fund

JTF Just Transition Fund

MoE Ministry of the Environment

NGO Non-governmental organisation

NPE National Programme Environment
PES Payment for ecosystem services

RRF Recovery and Resilience Facility

RRP Recovery and Resilience Plan

SEF CR State Environmental Fund of Czechia
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Czechia offers a variety of funding options for
projects focused on biodiversity, nature
conservation, and climate protection, including
European Union (EU) funding, national and
regional funding, foundations and private donors,
and innovative funding sources.

Since becoming a member of the EU in 2004,
Czechia has been a beneficiary of cohesion
funding, which supports various initiatives related
to nature protection and biodiversity. The
European Regional Development Fund (ERDF)
is one of the most significant sources of funding for
environmental investments during the 2021-2027
financial period. Also at EU level is the European
Agricultural Fund for Rural Development
(EAFRD), as well as other funding opportunities
such as the LIFE and Horizon Programmes.

There are also important funding sources at
national and regional level. The Ministry of the
Environment (MoE) runs the National Programme
Environment (NPE), providing long-term and
effective environmental protection, citizen
environmental education, and support for
sustainable use of natural resources.

The following sections provide short information
about funding opportunities potentially relevant for
tree planting in Czechia. They are followed by a
summary table with practical links and contact
information.

EU Funding sources
9%
/s under shared
management

EU Cohesion Policy funding (consisting of ERDF,
Cohesion Fund, European Social Fund (ESF) and
Just Transition Fund (JTF)) represent a significant
source of funding for environmental, climate and
biodiversity-supporting initiatives in Czechia. The
EU Cohesion Policy Funds are under the direction
of the National Coordination Authority, a role held
by the Ministry of Regional Development!®®. The

159 National coordination authority
160 See summary leaflet.
161 ‘Revitalisation of greenery - Municipal gardens Franti$kovy
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priorities of Cohesion Policy 2021-2027 include a
greener, carbon-free Czechia, which has been
allocated EUR 6.3 billion. Cohesion Policy is
implemented through nine Programmes)*®. The
most relevant ones for biodiversity and climate are:
(i) Programme Environment (nature protection,
landscape conservation and air quality), with a
budget of EUR 2.4 billion for 2021-2027; and (ii)
Programme Just Transition (transition towards a
climate-neutral economy), with a budget of EUR
1.6 billion for 2021-2027. Both Programmes are
directly managed by the MoE. An example of an
ongoing project financed under Cohesion Policy is
‘Revitalisation of greenery - Municipal gardens
Frantiskovy Lazn&’®1. The project aims to create a
new generation of trees and complement the
existing greenery in order to contribute to the
attractiveness of public green space, increase
biodiversity, and provide a healthy environment for
residents, visitors and small animals and birds.

For the period 2023-2027, the European
Commission has approved Czechia's Common
Agricultural Policy (CAP) Strategic Plan worth
EUR 5.6 billion. The Plan includes a focus on
protection of natural resources and biodiversity. It
aims to increase the agricultural area with CAP
support for organic farming from 16% to 21% by
2027. It also places a strong emphasis on
protecting biodiversity, with the objective of
supporting farmers implementing relevant
measures. For example, farmers may receive
incentives for dedicating 7% of their arable land to
non-productive areas, utilising certain mowing
techniques, practicing sustainable animal grazing,
and limiting the use of fertilisers and pesticides.
The goal is to transition to more sustainable
meadow management on over 25% of agricultural
land. The measures aim to safeguard natural
ecosystems, including rare species of plants, birds,
and butterflies®?.

Lazné’
162 Documents relating to the approval of the CAP Strategic
Plans



https://www.dotaceeu.cz/en/evropske-fondy-v-cr/narodni-organ-pro-koordinaci
https://dotaceeu.cz/getmedia/ca77dd1e-c85f-40dc-9243-5471cc647386/EU-funds-in-the-Czech-Republic-after-2020_6_2021.pdf.aspx?ext=.pdf
https://www.dotaceeu.cz/cs/statistiky-a-analyzy/mapa-projektu/projekty/05-operacni-program-zivotni-prostredi/05-4-ochrana-a-pece-o-prirodu-a-krajinu/revitalizace-zelene-mestske-sady-frantiskovy-laz
https://www.dotaceeu.cz/cs/statistiky-a-analyzy/mapa-projektu/projekty/05-operacni-program-zivotni-prostredi/05-4-ochrana-a-pece-o-prirodu-a-krajinu/revitalizace-zelene-mestske-sady-frantiskovy-laz
https://agriculture.ec.europa.eu/cap-my-country/cap-strategic-plans/approved-csp-0_en?f%5B0%5D=document_country_document_country%3Ahttp%3A//publications.europa.eu/resource/authority/country/CZE
https://agriculture.ec.europa.eu/cap-my-country/cap-strategic-plans/approved-csp-0_en?f%5B0%5D=document_country_document_country%3Ahttp%3A//publications.europa.eu/resource/authority/country/CZE
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Czechia has been a significant beneficiary of the
LIFE Programme, with 44 projects supported
since it began. The total project costs were EUR
101 million, of which the EU provided EUR 61.5
million'%3, The MoE is the National Contact Point
(NCP) for the LIFE Programme 164. Nine LIFE
projects are ongoing. An example of a completed
project (August 2022) is ‘Tree Check: Green
Infrastructure Minimising the Urban Heat Island
Effect’. The purpose of this project was to build
green urban infrastructure, including through tree
planting6s,

The National Focal Point for Horizon Europe is
the AV Technology Centre of the Czech Republic.
Each thematic area of Horizon Europe has a
designated national contact providing information,
consultation on the preparation and
implementation phase of projects, and assisting in
finding partners for research consortia (see
summary table for further information).

Finally, at EU level is the Recovery and
Resilience Facility (RRF). Czechia allocated EUR
7 billion towards its Recovery and Resilience Plan
(RRP), which is centered around six key priorities:
(i) Digital transformation, (ii) Physical infrastructure
and green transition (iii) Education and labour
market, (iv) Institutions, regulations and business
support in response to COVID-19, (v) Research,
development and innovation, and (vi) Population
health and resilience. Czechia allocated CZK 85
million (approx. EUR 3.6 million) for this
component. It aims to contribute to the economic
and ecological sustainability of the agricultural and
forestry landscape in the context of climate
change, in particular by retaining water in the
landscape, increasing biodiversity and improving
the condition of forestry ecosystems. The main
investments will include: (i) Flood protection, (ii)
Small watercourses and small reservoirs, (iii)

163 Information provided in country Factsheet.

164 NCPs - National contact points Nature & Biodiversity
165For further information see LIFE TreeCheck: Green
Infrastructure Minimising the Urban Heat Island Effect

89

WE GROW
TOGETHER

Implementation of land improvements, (iv) Building
climate-resilient forests, and (v) water retention in
forest166,

-8 National funding
sources

Another significant financing option available for
biodiversity-related initiatives comes in the form of
funds for environmental protection and water
management (SEF CR), at both national and
regional level.

The MoE runs the NPE, which aims to provide
Czechia with long-term, effective environmental
protection, support the efficient and sustainable
use of natural resources, address the detrimental
effects of human activity on the environment,
mitigate and adapt to the effects of climate
change, and provide effective prevention through
citizen environmental education®’. This funding is
available to a wide range of entities, including
municipalities and counties, voluntary associations
of municipalities, non-governmental organisations
(NGOs), public and private legal entities, and
individuals. MoE Guideline No. 4/2015 on
Provision of Funds from the SEF CR governs the
provision of financial assistance to applicants,
which may take the form of loans, subsidies, or
both. Applications may be submitted to the SEF
CR within the framework of publicly announced
grant calls, and the terms of support are outlined in
the call text and additional materials released
alongside the grant call. More information,
including the schedule of grant calls, is provided in
the summary table.

Examples of relevant initiatives financed by the
NPE include the grant programme ‘Restoration of
Green Spaces’, for which the MoE allocated CZK
100 million (approx. EUR 4.2 million). Under this
programme, the funding per project varies from
EUR 4,200 to EUR 632,000. Applicants can apply

166 National recovery plan See: https://www.planobnovycr.cz/
167 National program environment



http://www.tc.cz/
https://cinea.ec.europa.eu/document/download/39573c2b-ddce-4473-8c96-7fcb27743db7_en?filename=Czechia_Update_EN_Final_March22_Rev.pdf
https://cinea.ec.europa.eu/programmes/life/history-life/life-contacts/ncps-national-contact-points-nature-biodiversity_en
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/life/publicWebsite/index.cfm?fuseaction=search.dspPage&n_proj_id=6898
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/life/publicWebsite/index.cfm?fuseaction=search.dspPage&n_proj_id=6898
https://www.planobnovycr.cz/
https://www.planobnovycr.cz/
https://www.narodniprogramzp.cz/about-the-national-programme-environment/
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for funding between 2 August 2021 and 30
November 202368, Another programme financed
through NPE is Call No 5/2021: Tree Planting
Grant Scheme, for which the MoE allocated CZK
30 million (approx. EUR 1.26 million). The funding
per project varies from EUR 12,600 to EUR
210,500. Applicants can apply between 2 August
2021 and 30 December 2023'%°, One of the most
famous Czech tree-planting initiatives, ‘We are
Planting the Future’ (Sazime Buducnoust), funded
its activities with the help of these two grant
schemes?70.

Several foundations provide support for
biodiversity-related projects. Via Foundation is
currently running an initiative called ‘The city
where we live’ (Misto kde zijeme), which provides
funding to informal groups of people, local non-
profit organisations based on voluntary work and
other organisations supporting community life,
such as schools, libraries, municipal organisations,
parish charities and others. Other relevant
foundations providing funding for biodiversity and
tree-planting initiatives include Foundation
Partnerstvi, O2 Foundation, Tipsport Foundation or
CEZ Foundation. These do not have ongoing
initiatives, but were previously part of relevant
actions (see summary table).

Fourteen regions in Czechia offer regional
funding for biodiversity and climate-change
related initiatives. Each region runs the initiatives
independently, and open initiatives, together with
the application instructions, can be reviewed on
each region’s website (see summary table).
Regional funding is usually in the form of a grant.

_‘O’_ Innovative funding
A/ sources

The market for green equity in Czechia is relatively
new; however, it is evolving very fast.
Raiffeisenbank issued the first green bonds on
the Czech market in early 2021. With a volume of

168 National recovery plan, ‘Restoration of Green Spaces’
169 National program environment, “Tree Planting Grant
Scheme’

170 ‘We are Planting the Future’ (Sazime Buducnoust)
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EUR 81 million, this was the largest green bond
issue provided by a financial institution in the
Central and Eastern Europe (CEE) region to
date!’™, Since then, other Czech banks have also
begun to issue green bonds. For example, Ceska
Sporitelna issued its first green bonds with a
maturity of seven years with a total value of EUR
500 milliont72,

Payment for ecosystem services (PES) is a new
emerging innovative funding source. The Ministry
of Agriculture is currently subsidising a research
project focusing on PES73 in order to meet one of
its research needs. More specifically, the focus is
on the payment for non-productive forest functions
resulting from ecosystem services. By examining
existing knowledge, the project will suggest rates
of direct payments per hectare for fulfilling
ecosystem services in forests, as well as
supplementary payments for intensifying these
services through forestry efforts. Accompanying
objectives include proposing an amendment to the
Forest Act to allow for such payments, analysing
the administrative complexity involved in
implementing the PES system, recommending
communication tools and strategies for the
adoption of the PES principle by forest owners and
other relevant interest groups, and conducting an
economic analysis of the impacts of PES
implementation on selected forest owners.

171 The first Green bonds
172 Green bonds by Ceska Sporitelna
173 payment for ecosystem services (PES)



https://www.nadacepartnerstvi.cz/
https://www.nadacepartnerstvi.cz/
https://nadaceo2.cz/
https://www.nadacetipsport.cz/
https://www.nadacecez.cz/
https://www.narodniprogramzp.cz/nabidka-dotaci/detail-vyzvy/?id=91
https://www.narodniprogramzp.cz/nabidka-dotaci/detail-vyzvy/?id=95
https://www.narodniprogramzp.cz/nabidka-dotaci/detail-vyzvy/?id=95
https://www.sazimebudoucnost.cz/finance
https://dluhopisy.cz/novinka-dluhopisy-2021-novinky-23-tydne
https://www.csas.cz/cs/o-nas/pro-media/tiskove-zpravy/2021/09/07/ceska-sporitelna-posiluje-zelene-finance-vydala-dosud-nejvetsi-emisi-zelenych-dluhopisu-v-cesku
https://starfos.tacr.cz/cs/project/QK23020008
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Examples of
relevant
projects
funded

EU funding under shared management

ERDF, Ministry of Ministerstvo Nature

Cohesion Regional Zivotniho protection,

Fund and Development prostiedi, afforestation,

JTF odbor fondu natural risk
EU prevention,
Environment tourism,
e —— energy
2021-2027 transition
programme

Just transition
2021-2027

programme

See website

Mostly grants,
other financial
instruments
(e.g. loans,
loan
guarantees)
also possible

For 2021-
2027, there
are nine
programmes,
with two of
key relevance:
(HEnvironment
, and (i) Just
Transition

Ongoing
project:
Revitalisation
of greenery -
Municipal
gardens
FrantiSkovy
Lazné

Aims to create
a new
generation of
trees and
complement
existing
greenery to
contribute to
the
attractiveness
of the public
green space,
increase
biodiversity
and provide a
healthy
environment
for residents,
visitors and
small animals
and birds

See website.
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https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/in-your-country/programmes/2021-2027/cz/2021cz16ffpr001_en
https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/in-your-country/programmes/2021-2027/cz/2021cz16ffpr001_en
https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/in-your-country/programmes/2021-2027/cz/2021cz16ffpr001_en
https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/in-your-country/programmes/2021-2027/cz/2021cz16jtpr001_en
https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/in-your-country/programmes/2021-2027/cz/2021cz16jtpr001_en
https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/in-your-country/programmes/2021-2027/cz/2021cz16jtpr001_en
https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/in-your-country/managing-authorities/czechia_en
https://www.dotaceeu.cz/cs/statistiky-a-analyzy/mapa-projektu/projekty/05-operacni-program-zivotni-prostredi/05-4-ochrana-a-pece-o-prirodu-a-krajinu/revitalizace-zelene-mestske-sady-frantiskovy-laz
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Contact
Information
(website)

Scope of
support

Financing
vehicles

Additional
information
(scale, time

horizon
advisory
services if
available)

WE GROW
TOGETHER

i

Examples of
relevant
projects
funded

EAFRD Ministry of Ministerstvo Agro-forestry, | Subsidies, CAP Strategic
Agriculture zemédélstvi, enhancing grants Plan offering
Odbor Ridici biodiversity in support for
organ PRV forests owned farmers
(Ministry of by farmers,
Agriculture, planting trees
Managing and shrubs
Authority
Department
for RDP)
Email: info@
mze.cz
See website
EU funding sources under direct management
LIFE NCP: MoE See the Nature Grants Further 5. ‘Tree
website of the | protection and information, Check: Green
Ministry of climate including Infrastructure
Environment protection overview of Minimising the
of the Slovak calls, see Urban Heat
Republic on website which | Island Effect’
the LIFE is managed by | aimed to build
program the National green urban
Contact infrastructure,
Officers including
See the . through tree
website on Ele_ctronlc planting
National project :
. submission See website.
contact points system and
N_atu_re &. reporting tools
Biodiversity of available on
the European the Funding &
Commissionp tenders portal
Horizon NCP: See website Innovative Grants
Technologicke of the AV projects,
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mailto:info@mze.cz
mailto:info@mze.cz
http://eagri.cz/public/web/mze/venkov/
https://www.minzp.sk/life-2014-2020/
https://cinea.ec.europa.eu/programmes/life/history-life/life-contacts/ncps-national-contact-points-nature-biodiversity_en
http://www.h2020.cz/
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/home
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/home
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/life/publicWebsite/index.cfm?fuseaction=search.dspPage&n_proj_id=6898
http://www.tc.cz/
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Funding Managing Contact Scope of Financing Additional Examples of
instrument institution Information support vehicles information relevant
(website) (scale, time projects
horizon funded
advisory
services if
available)
Europe Centrum Technology including
Praha Centre of the | Projects
Czech related to
. climate
Republic protection and
health
RRF Urad vlady CR | See website Building Grants, loans
nabE. E climate
Benese 4, 118 ;g?éhs?sn t
01 Mala Implementatio
Strana, Cesko n of land
npo@mpo.cz improvements
, Climate
change
adaptation
National funding
NPE MoE See website Environmental | Loans or Grant
protection, subsidies programme
climate ‘Restoration of
adaptation, green spaces’
ener .
trans?t)i/on, Tree-planting
biodiversity grant scheme
protection
Misto kde Via See website Tree planting, | Grants Applications
zijeme Foundation biodiversity submitted
protection, thorugh
climate Foundation
adaptation website

Funding in the
form of a grant
up to CZK
100,000
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mailto:npo@mpo.cz
https://www.planobnovycr.cz/vyhlasene-vyzvy
https://www.narodniprogramzp.cz/
https://www.nadacevia.cz/nabidka-programu/misto-kde-zijeme/
https://www.nadacevia.cz/nabidka-programu/misto-kde-zijeme/
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Financing
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horizon
advisory
services if
available)

(approx. EUR
4,265)

WE GROW
TOGETHER

i

Examples of
relevant
projects
funded

Foundation Foundation See website Depending on | Grants Sazime
funding Partnerstvi open initiative buducnoust
(We are
planting the
future)
Foundation 02 See website Depending on | Grants Sazime
funding Foundation open initiative buducnoust
(We are
planting the
future)
Foundation Tipsport See website Depending on | Grants Sazime
funding Foundation open initiative buducnoust
(We are
planting the
future)
Foundation CEZ See website Depending on | Grants Sazime
funding Foundation open initiative buducnoust
(We are
planting the
future)
Regional Support for See website Follow-up Grants
funding for adaptation (in Czech) care of
biodiversity measures to greenery,
and climate climate climate
initiatives change in change
2023 within adaptation,
the support for
Jihomoravsky small
Region watercourses
and reservoirs
Subsidy See website Depending on | Grants

94



https://www.nadacepartnerstvi.cz/
https://nadaceo2.cz/
https://www.nadacetipsport.cz/
https://www.nadacecez.cz/
https://dotace.kr-jihomoravsky.cz/Grants/20869-506-Podpora+adaptacnich+opatreni+na+zmenu+klimatu+v+roce+2023.aspx
https://zlinskykraj.cz/aktualne-vyhlasene-vyzvy-dotacnich-programu-zlinskeho-kraje
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Examples of
relevant
projects

Additional
information
(scale, time

Contact
Information
(website)

Funding
instrument

Managing
institution

Scope of
support

Financing
vehicles

horizon funded
advisory
services if
available)

programmes (in Czech) open initiative
of the Zlin
region
Subsidies and | See website Depending on | Grants
grants of the (in Czech) open initiative
city of Prague (grant
program for
environmental
initiatives in
2023 is closed
and will open
again at end-
2023 for 2024)
Subsidies and | See website Depending on | Grants
grants of (in Czech) open initiative
Stredocesky
region
Subsidies and | See website Depending on | Grants
grants of (in Czech) open initiative
Jihocesky
region
Subsidies and | See website Depending on | Grants
grants of (in Czech) open initiative
Plzensky
region
Subsidies and | See website Depending on | Grants
grants of (in Czech) open initiative
Karlovarsky
region
Subsidies and | See website Depending on | Grants
grants of (in Czech) open initiative
Ustecky
region
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https://www.praha.eu/jnp/cz/o_meste/finance/dotace_a_granty/index.html
https://www.kr-stredocesky.cz/web/urad/granty-dotace
https://www.kraj-jihocesky.cz/cs/ku_dotace/vyhlasene
https://dotace.plzensky-kraj.cz/verejnost
http://www.kr-karlovarsky.cz/dotace/Stranky/Prehled-dotace.aspx
https://www.kr-ustecky.cz/dotace/ms-272329/p1=272329
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Funding Managing Contact Scope of Financing Additional Examples of
instrument institution Information support vehicles information relevant
(website) (scale, time projects
horizon funded
advisory
services if
available)
Subsidies and | See website Depending on | Grants
grants of (in Czech) open initiative
Liberecky
region
Subsidies and | See website Depending on | Grants
grants of (in Czech) open initiative
Kralovehradec
ky region
Subsidies and | See website Depending on | Grants
grants of (in Czech) open initiative
Pardubicky
region
Subsidies and | See website Depending on | Grants
grants of (in Czech) open initiative
Vysocina
region
Subsidies and | See website Depending on | Grants
grants of (in Czech) open iniative
Olomoucky
region
Subsidies and | See website Depending on | Grants
grants of (in Czech) open iniative
Moravskoslez
sky region
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https://dotace.kraj-lbc.cz/
https://dotace.kr-kralovehradecky.cz/dotace/Modules/DOTISKUHK/Pages/Public/GrantPrograms.aspx
https://deska.pardubickykraj.cz/dotacni-programy
https://www.fondvysociny.cz/dotace
https://www.olkraj.cz/dotace-granty-prispevky-cl-15.html
https://www.msk.cz/temata/dotace/index.html

FINANCING SOURCES IN
DENMARK



Abbreviations used

CAP Common Agricultural Policy

EAFRD European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development
EPA Environmental Protection Agency

ERDF European Regional Development Fund

FSC Forest Stewardship Council

JTF Just Transition Fund

LULUCF Land use, land-use change and forestry

MUFJO Multifunctional land distribution

MVJPEFC Environmentally friendly agricultural measures
RRF Recovery and Resilience Facility

RRP Recovery and Resilience Plan
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EU-funded agricultural funds that target nature and
biodiversity in Denmark and are open for
application include a programme for private
owners of agricultural land wishing to plant forests,
an annual bio-scheme for the development of new
nature and habitats, and subsidies for existing 20-
year environmentally friendly agricultural
measures. These schemes are administered by
the Danish Agricultural Agency.

Other EU funds relevant for tree-planting projects
include the European Regional Development Fund
(ERDF), Horizon Europe and LIFE. Under the
ERDF, EUR 20 million will be distributed via the
Danish Business Authority for the period 2022-
2027 for the funding priority 'Green transition in
[small and medium-sized enterprises] SMESs'.
Advice on Horizon Europe and LIFE funding is
available through the Danish Agency for Higher
Education and Science and the Danish
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA).

The following sections provide brief information
about potential funding opportunities for tree
planting in Denmark, followed by a summary table
with practical links and contact information.

EU Funding sources
o9
/s under shared
management

The budget for ERDF-supported projects is
distributed through a national programme!7# that
allocates up to DKK 35 million in 2022-2027 for
green/climate investments to support Living Town
Centres, including sustainable urban development
projects that municipalities between 4,000 and
20,000 inhabitants can apply for. “The Danish
Business Authority (Erhvervsstyrelsen) is the
responsible authority for the ERDF in Denmark.
Application and project administration help is
available at their website!7>.

174 Erhvervsstyrelsen, Nationalt program for EU’s Regionalfond
Danmark: Steerke virksomheder gennem innovation,
digitalisering og grgn omstilling, 2022

175 Erhvervsstyrelsen, Hjzelp til ansgagning og
projektadministration, 2023
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The Just Transition Fund (JTF) in Denmark targets
the energy transition of energy-intensive
industries, energy efficiency, circular economy,
and research and development of new
technologies, such as carbon capture and
storage!’8. Accordingly, funding for tree-planting
projects may not be available via the JTF.

The current Danish Common Agricultural Policy
(CAP) Strategic Plan includes targets to reduce
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions by 55-65% and
double organic farming by 2030. About 19% of the
rural development aspects are dedicated to
commitments that benefit nature and biodiversity.

The total EU budget for Denmark is about EUR 4.8
billion, and the national budget supports the funds
with about EUR 86 million. The environmental and
climate objectives under rural development have a
budget of about EUR 430 million, including EUR
31 million dedicated to afforestation. Eco-schemes
under direct payments have a budget of about
EUR 819 milliont’7.

Agricultural funds that target nature and
biodiversity in Denmark that are open for
applications are as follows:

. Under the European Agricultural Fund
for Rural Development (EAFRD): Subsidy
for private afforestation, provided via the
Danish Agricultural Agency
(Landbrugsstyrelsen). The scheme is fully
financed by the EU via the Danish EAFRD
fund, and is available for private owners of
agricultural land. The scheme is in the form
of a grant for the establishment of new
forests that include at least two hectares of
planted areas?!’®;

. Biodiversity and sustainability, a yearly
bio-scheme for development of new nature
and habitats and to set aside areas of
agricultural land for the benefit of
biodiversity, climate, and the environment;

. Payment for subsidies for existing 20-

176 Erhvervsstyrelsen, Nationalt program for Fonden for
Retfeerdig Omstilling DANMARK: Grgnne Teknologier og
Kompetencer til Retfaerdig Omstilling, 2022

177 European Commission, At a glance: Denmark’s CAP

Strateqgic Plan, 2022,
178 | andbrugsstyrelsen, Tilskud til privat skovrejsning, 2023



https://udviklingidanmark.erhvervsstyrelsen.dk/sites/default/files/2022-08/Nationalt%20program%20for%20Regionalfonden%202021-2027_0.pdf
https://udviklingidanmark.erhvervsstyrelsen.dk/sites/default/files/2022-08/Nationalt%20program%20for%20Regionalfonden%202021-2027_0.pdf
https://udviklingidanmark.erhvervsstyrelsen.dk/sites/default/files/2022-08/Nationalt%20program%20for%20Regionalfonden%202021-2027_0.pdf
https://udviklingidanmark.erhvervsstyrelsen.dk/hjaelp-til-ansoegning-projektadministration
https://udviklingidanmark.erhvervsstyrelsen.dk/hjaelp-til-ansoegning-projektadministration
https://udviklingidanmark.erhvervsstyrelsen.dk/sites/default/files/2022-12/Nationalt%20program%20-%20Fonden%20for%20Retf%C3%A6rdig%20Omstilling.pdf
https://udviklingidanmark.erhvervsstyrelsen.dk/sites/default/files/2022-12/Nationalt%20program%20-%20Fonden%20for%20Retf%C3%A6rdig%20Omstilling.pdf
https://udviklingidanmark.erhvervsstyrelsen.dk/sites/default/files/2022-12/Nationalt%20program%20-%20Fonden%20for%20Retf%C3%A6rdig%20Omstilling.pdf
https://agriculture.ec.europa.eu/system/files/2023-04/csp-at-a-glance-denmark_en.pdf
https://agriculture.ec.europa.eu/system/files/2023-04/csp-at-a-glance-denmark_en.pdf
https://lbst.dk/tilskud-selvbetjening/tilskudsguide/tilskud-til-privat-skovrejsning#c62914
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year environmentally friendly agricultural
measures (MVJ schemes), under the
Danish Rural Development Programme,
co-financed by the EAFRD. The scheme
aims to develop the quality of production
within agriculture and forestry, while taking
environmental qualities into account.

More information about these measures can be
found in the summary table.

EU Funding sources
LD\ .
1@. under direct
management

In Denmark, it is possible to get advice and
support for applying to Horizon Europe funding
via the Danish Agency for Higher Education and
Science (Uddannelses og Forskningsstyrelsen)17.
There is also a dedicated free-to-join network for
Horizon Europe in Denmark, administered by
EuroCentre at the Agency for Higher Education
and Science (see summary table)!.

LIFE grants for nature, environment and climate,
are applied for directly via the European
Commission’s funding and tender portal. However,
it is possible to get support via the Danish EPA
(Miljgstyrelsen) (see summary table).

The EU-DK support platform contains tailored
information, contact points and contact details,
organized by type of actor, project, and region.
Contact points can be filtered by topic, such as
climate and environment. The platform also
contains examples of best practice in Denmark?*8?.

The ‘Danish Recovery and Resilience Plan
(RRP) - accelerating the green transition’ has
one apparently relevant component (Green
transformation of agriculture and the environment),
but the detail does not relate significantly to tree
planting'®2.

17° yddannelses og Forskningsstyrelsen, Vejledning om
Horizon Europe, 2023

180 yddannelses og Forskningsministeriet, EU-ERFA netveerket,
2023

181 EU-DK support, Gratis radgivning, 2023
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3 National funding
sources

Several national schemes exist in Denmark that
can be used for tree planting.

Private natural forest (Privat urgrt skov)

This scheme allows private landowners
(individuals, companies, organisations) to apply for
grants for natural forests. The purpose is to
maintain and improve biodiversity in areas with
high nature value or with potential for high nature
value'®3, This grant is administered by the Danish
EPA.

Grants for contiguous areas in and adjacent to
Natura 2000 areas (Tilskud til sammenhaengende
arealer i og i tilknytning til Natura 2000 omrader)

This scheme allows private landowners to apply
for grants to permanently extend land within or
adjacent to Natura 2000 sites. This grant is
administered by the Danish EPA. The aim is to
create better conditions for nature by creating
larger, contiguous extensive areas and reducing
the impact of farming84.

Storm fall scheme (Stormfaldsordning)

A subsidy for replanting robust forest after storms,
administered by the Danish EPA on behalf of the
Storm Council'8s,

Plant for wild animals (Plant for vildtet)

This scheme provides grants for the planting of
trees and shrubs in the open countryside for the
benefit of wildlife. Subsidies are currently available
for 39 different species of trees and shrubs,
amounting to 75% of the price of the plant. The
scheme is administered by the Danish Nature
Agency, which has several links to guidelines and

182 Ministry of Finance, Denmark’s Recovery and Resilience
Plan - accelerating the green transition, 2021

183 Miljgstyrelsen, Privat urgrt skov, 2023

184 Miljgstyrelsen, Tilskud til sammenhaengende arealer i og i
tilknytning til Natura 2000 omrader, 2023

185 Miljgstyrelsen, Stormfaldsordning, 2023



https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/programmes/life2027
https://ufm.dk/forskning-og-innovation/tilskud-til-forskning-og-innovation/eu-og-internationale-programmer/horizon-europe/vejledning/?set_language=da
https://ufm.dk/forskning-og-innovation/tilskud-til-forskning-og-innovation/eu-og-internationale-programmer/horizon-europe/vejledning/?set_language=da
https://ufm.dk/forskning-og-innovation/tilskud-til-forskning-og-innovation/eu-og-internationale-programmer/horizon-europe/vejledning/netvaerksgrupper/eu-erfa-gruppen/?set_language=da
https://eusupport.dk/da
https://fm.dk/media/18771/denmarks-recovery-and-resilience-plan-accelerating-the-green-transition_web.pdf
https://fm.dk/media/18771/denmarks-recovery-and-resilience-plan-accelerating-the-green-transition_web.pdf
https://mst.dk/natur-vand/natur/tilskud-til-skov-og-naturprojekter/privat-uroert-skov/
https://mst.dk/natur-vand/natur/tilskud-til-skov-og-naturprojekter/sammenhaengende-arealer/
https://mst.dk/natur-vand/natur/tilskud-til-skov-og-naturprojekter/sammenhaengende-arealer/
https://mst.dk/natur-vand/natur/tilskud-til-skov-og-naturprojekter/stormfaldsordning/

il
#3BillionTrees : gl

THREE
BILLIONS

ADDITIONAL~N

TREESE

definitions on its website18s,
Climate Forest Fund (Klimaskovfonden)

The Fund is managed by an independent board
under an independent government administration
unit within the Ministry of the Environment. The
Ministry contributed an initial DKK 100 million, but
private donations are also possible. Potential
beneficiaries are private landowners, companies,
municipalities, regions, and religious organisations.
The aim is to promote and finance cost-effective
afforestation through the creation of forest edges
and removal of low-lying soils, primarily in the land
use, land-use change and forestry (LULUCF)
sector, in order to reduce CO2 emissions. There
are currently 54 funded projects covering 500
hectares and sequestering 183,000 tonnes of
CO2e187,

Multifunctional land distribution (Multifunktionel
jordfordeling - MUFJO)

The scheme is a tool to enable multifunctional
projects where agricultural production is combined
with, for example, biodiversity, GHG reduction,
climate adaptation, clean water environment and
rural development'88. Under the scheme, the
Danish Agricultural Agency (Landbrugsstyrelsen)
covers all costs associated with a land distribution
process to distribute 6,000-7,000 hectares of
land89, Requirements for projects include a
contribution to at least three national interests (e.g.
GHG reduction, climate adaptation, afforestation
and biodiversity), assessed effectiveness during
the initial assessment, feasibility; covering
between 100 and 1,000 hectares, having a
financial plan, being locally rooted, and
contributing significantly to permanent land use
change!®.

Several foundations provide funding for
biodiversity and tree-planting initiatives, including:

. Klimatrae aims to plant as many trees as
possible in Denmark, currently in the
northern part of the area Norddjurs, with the
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aim of reducing GHG and increasing
carbon sequestration, improving water
quality, and expanding forests and nature.
Tree planting is financed via private
donations. One tree costs DKK 20 and the
donor will receive a certificate of
donation®t;

Growing Trees Network offers several tree-
planting schemes for companies to gain
recognition for their contributions. For
example, companies can plant one tree per
product sold, per employee, or customer, or
to reduce its carbon footprint or contribute
to the protection of groundwater reservoirs.
Sponsors can also gain CO2 ownership
from afforestation projects in Denmark (and
Ecuador)®?. In 2019, a social media-based
initiative by the Danish public broadcasting
service and the Danish Society for Nature
Conservation raised enough money to plant
over one million trees in 48 new forests in
Denmark. The Growing Trees Network
established 46 of these new forests!9;

Plant a Tree is a non-profit organization,
with the Danish Crown Prince as patron. It
mobilises funding via multiple sources,
including via sponsors and crowdfunding,
to plant trees in various types of habitats in
Denmark!%4;

Danish Nature Fund (Den Danske
Naturfond) was founded by the Danish
government and two private funds (Villum
Fonden and Aage V. Jensen Naturfond) in
2015 to improve the state of nature and
biodiversity in Denmark. The fund is open
to private donations and has solutions in
place to integrate donations from
companies with marketing and content for
corporate  social  responsibility and
environmental, social and governance
reporting?®.

City of Copenhagen offers partnerships

186 Naturstyrelsen, Plant for vildtet, 2023
187 Klimaskovfonden, 2023 192 Growing Trees Network, 2023

188 | andbrugsstyrelsen, Hvad er multifunktionel jordfordeling, 193 Growing Trees Network, Danmark Planter Treeer' i nye
2023 Folkeskove, 2023

189 | andbrugsstyrelsen, Multifunktionel jordfordeling (MUFJO), 194 Plant et trae, sadan kan du kan stgtte, 2023

2023 19 Den Danske Naturfond, Den Danske Naturfond, 2023
190 | andbrugsstyrelsen, Krav til et multifunktionelt projekt, 2023

191 Klimatreee, Forside, 2023
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https://naturstyrelsen.dk/naturoplevelser/jagt/tilskud/plant-for-vildtet/
https://www.klimaskovfonden.dk/
https://lbst.dk/landbrug/arealer-og-ejendomme/jordfordeling/multifunktionel-jordfordeling-mufjo/hvad-er-multifunktionel-jordfordeling
https://lbst.dk/landbrug/arealer-og-ejendomme/jordfordeling/multifunktionel-jordfordeling-mufjo/
https://lbst.dk/landbrug/arealer-og-ejendomme/jordfordeling/multifunktionel-jordfordeling-mufjo/krav-til-et-multifunktionelt-projekt#c84420
https://klimatræ.dk/
https://www.growingtrees.dk/en/
https://www.growingtrees.dk/danmark-planter-traeer/
https://www.growingtrees.dk/danmark-planter-traeer/
https://plant-et-trae.dk/saadan-kan-du-stoette/
https://naturfonden.dk/
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whereby one or more trees are donated by
the municipality and an individual/company
has the responsibility of planting and caring
for them?196,

LY 4
IO\

Innovative funding
sources

There are multiple green bonds in Denmark. The
main one is a green bond introduced in 2022 and
operated by the central government. Eligible
expenditure is regulated by Denmark’s Green
Bond Framework. However, eligible expenditure
only includes energy and infrastructure
investments'®?. Another significant green bond is
managed by Kommunkredit, which finances local
green transition in Danish municipalities and
regions. Eligibility criteria include climate change
adaptation for loans to investments in adaptation
measures such as flood risk management and
coastal protection'®. Most of the main banks in
Denmark issue green bonds, including:

. Danske Bank invests according to its Green
Bond Framework 2021, in Forest
Stewardship Councll (FSC) and
Programme for the Endorsement of Forest
Certification (PEFC) certified forest lands,
as well as organic farming to support
‘environmentally sustainable management
of living natural resources and land use’1;

. Jyske Bank issues green bonds, which
according to its Green Finance Framework
include eligible assets in sustainable
agriculture and forestry200;

. Nykredit, which, according to its Green
Bond Framework, invests in sustainable
agriculture and forestry?0;

. Sydbank may, according to its Green Bond
Framework, finance sustainable
management of natural resources in
sectors such as certified agriculture and
forestry?%2,

1% Kgbenhavns Kommune, Traepolitik, 2023

197 Danmarks Nationalbank, Green bonds

198 Kommunkredit, Green Bond Framework, 2022

19 Danske Bank Group, Green Bond Framework, 2021
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Crowdfunding is used in Denmark by several
organisations (see above).

One form of payment for ecosystem services
(PES) is provided by the Danish Forest
Association via their biodiversity auction, where
individual forest owners can ‘bid’ on proposals that
provide the best ecological value for the money
offered?%3,

200 Jyske Bank, Green Finance Framework, 2022

201 Nykredit, Green Bond Framework 2023, 2023

202 sydbank, Sydbank Green Bond Framework May 2022.
203 Dansk Skovforening, Biodiversitetsauktion



https://www.kk.dk/politik/politikker-og-indsatser/klima-og-miljoe/traepolitik
https://www.nationalbanken.dk/en/governmentdebt/green_bonds/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.kommunekredit.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/KK_Green_Bond_Framework-2022_web.pdf
https://danskebank.com/-/media/danske-bank-com/pdf/investor-relations/debt/green-bonds/green-bond-framework-june-2021.pdf?rev=9dfd26631d664ec381ceff59830919f7&hash=BAF4F812572FD61DDB2B6350B90BE033
https://jyskebank.com/wps/wcm/connect/jbc/f5080b57-8cb8-4cf9-807c-1ebc452ec689/Jyske+Bank+Group+Green+Finance+Framework+2022+November.pdf?MOD=AJPERES&CVID=oiEVAZO
https://www.nykredit.com/siteassets/ir/files/bond-issuance/green-bonds/nykredit-gbf-2023.pdf
https://www.danskskovforening.dk/biodiversitetsauktion/
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relevant
projects
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ERDF Danish Contact The budget for | Grants will be | Several
Business person: ERDF projects | open for application
Authority de@erst.dk is co-financed | applications, periods per
(Erhvervsstyre by the EU including year
Isen) funding for
website sustainable .
In 2022-2027, | urban ?gr‘\’,'fc‘;g
up to DKK 35 | development, .
-~ available (see
milion (25% | for contact
of the PO5: municipalities details)
Support to between
Living Town 4,000 and
Centres) could | 20,000 .
be devoted to | inhabitants Upcoming
green/climate application
investments round_s, see
website
Subsidy for Danish For questions | Environmental | Grants A new
private Agricultural on the fund: and climate available for application
afforestation | Agency naturoglandbr | objectives private owners | period opens
(EAFRD) (Landbrugssty | ugsudvikling@ | under rural of agricultural | each year
relsen) Ibst.dk. development land to
. (in the CAP) establish new
Er(:rﬂ(]qgestlons have a budget forests that Adv[sory
appicaton, | SLATHEUR | et | sevos
. ) available (see
mail@Ibst.dk including EUR | hectares of contact (
31 million planted area details)
] dedicated to
website afforestation
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mailto:de@erst.dk
https://udviklingidanmark.erhvervsstyrelsen.dk/hjaelp-til-ansoegning-projektadministration
https://udviklingidanmark.erhvervsstyrelsen.dk/kommende-ansoegningsrunder
mailto:naturoglandbrugsudvikling@lbst.dk
mailto:naturoglandbrugsudvikling@lbst.dk
mailto:naturoglandbrugsudvikling@lbst.dk
mailto:mail@lbst.dk
https://lbst.dk/tilskud-selvbetjening/tilskudsguide/tilskud-til-privat-skovrejsning#c62914
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Funding Managing Contact Scope of Financing Additional Examples of
instrument institution Information support vehicles information relevant
(website) (scale, time projects
horizon funded
advisory
services if
available)
Biodiversity Danish For questions Grants in a Several
and Agricultural on the yearly bio- application
sustainability | Agency scheme: scheme for periods per
(EAFRD) (Landbrugssty | Landbrugsstot development year
relsen) te- of new nature
Geodata@Ibst and habitats
.dk, or and to set Advisory
mail@Ibst.dk aside areas of | services
- agricultural available (see
w land for the contact (
(including benefit of details)
contact biodiversity,
details) climate, and
the
environment
PES for Danish As above Grants Several
existing 20- Agricultural available for application
year MVJ Agency existing 20- periods per
schemes (Landbrugssty year MVJ to year
(EAFRD) relsen) develop the .
quality of Adw_sory
production Services
within available (see
agriculture contact
and forestry details)
while taking
environmental
qualities into
account
EU funding sources under direct management
Horizon For advice: Contact Support to Grants Advice
Europe Danish details to research that available via
Agency for thematic EU contributes to the Danish
Higher advisers, see the United Agency for
Education and | website Nations (UN) Higher
Science Sustainable Education and

(Uddannelses

Development

104



mailto:Landbrugsstotte-Geodata@lbst.dk
mailto:Landbrugsstotte-Geodata@lbst.dk
mailto:Landbrugsstotte-Geodata@lbst.dk
mailto:Landbrugsstotte-Geodata@lbst.dk
https://lbst.dk/tilskud-selvbetjening/tilskudsguide/biodiversitet-og-baeredygtighed#c103778
https://ufm.dk/forskning-og-innovation/tilskud-til-forskning-og-innovation/eu-og-internationale-programmer/horizon-europe/vejledning/kontakt-en-eu-radgiver
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available)

Science, see
website

Dedicated
free-to-join
network for
Horizon
Europe in
Denmark
(contact
eurocenter@u
fm.dk).
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Examples of
relevant
projects
funded

LIFE

For advice:
Danish
Environmental
Protection
Agency
(Miljgstyrelsen

)

Naturstyrelsen
, LIFE
informaton,
see website

For contact
details, visit
EU-DK
support
website

Nature and
climate
protection

Grants

Examples of
LIFE projects
available from
Danish Nature
Agency, see
website

EU-DK support contains tailored information, contact points and contact details, by actor, project, and region.
Contact points can be filtered by topic, such as climate and environment. It also contains examples of best
practice in Denmark.

National funding

Private
untouched
forest (Privat
urgrt skov)

Danish
Environmental
Protection
Agency
(Miljgstyrelsen

Questions
about the
grants: tilskud-
natur@mst.dk
or the
agency's local

Allows private
landowners
(individuals,
companies,
organisations)
to apply for

Grants

Advice
available (see
contact
details)

Afforestation
projects
financed by
the Agency,
see website
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https://eusupport.dk/da/radgiveroversigt
https://ufm.dk/forskning-og-innovation/tilskud-til-forskning-og-innovation/eu-og-internationale-programmer/horizon-europe/vejledning/?set_language=da
https://ufm.dk/forskning-og-innovation/tilskud-til-forskning-og-innovation/eu-og-internationale-programmer/horizon-europe/vejledning/?set_language=da
mailto:eurocenter@ufm.dk
mailto:eurocenter@ufm.dk
https://naturstyrelsen.dk/naturbeskyttelse/naturprojekter/life-projekter/
https://eusupport.dk/da
https://naturstyrelsen.dk/naturbeskyttelse/naturprojekter/life-projekter/
https://eusupport.dk/da
mailto:tilskud-natur@mst.dk
mailto:tilskud-natur@mst.dk
https://naturstyrelsen.dk/naturbeskyttelse/naturprojekter/skovrejsningsprojekter/
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Funding Managing Contact Scope of Financing Additional Examples of
instrument institution Information support vehicles information relevant
(website) (scale, time projects
horizon funded
advisory
services if
available)
) grant units, grants for
see website undisturbed
forests
website
Storm fall Danish Nature | Questions to: Provides Grants Advice
scheme Agency nsj@nst.dk. grants for available (see
(Stormfaldso | (Naturstyrelse planting of contact
rdning) n) trees and details)
website shrubs in
open
countryside
for the benefit
of wildlife
Subsidies
available for
39 different
species of
trees and
shrubs,
amounting to
75% of the
price of the
plant
Climate Ministry of the | Questions on Ministry Grants Potential Examples of
Forest Fund Environment project contributed an beneficiaries projects, see
(Klimaskovfo | (Miljgministeri | support to: initial DKK are private website
nden) et) kontakt@klim | 100 million landowners,
askovfonden.d | (EUR 13.4 companies,
K million) to the municipalities,
fund, but regions, and
private religious
website donations are organisations
also possible

Aims to
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https://mst.dk/service/om-miljoestyrelsen/organisation/miljoestyrelsens-enheder/
https://mst.dk/natur-vand/natur/tilskud-til-skov-og-naturprojekter/privat-uroert-skov/
mailto:nsj@nst.dk
https://naturstyrelsen.dk/naturoplevelser/jagt/tilskud/plant-for-vildtet/
mailto:kontakt@klimaskovfonden.dk
mailto:kontakt@klimaskovfonden.dk
mailto:kontakt@klimaskovfonden.dk
https://www.klimaskovfonden.dk/
https://www.klimaskovfonden.dk/vores-projekter/projekter
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54 current promote and
funded finance cost-
projects, effective
covering 500 afforestation
hectares and through
sequestering creation of
183,000 forest edges
tonnes of and removal
CO2e of low-lying
soils, primarily
in the
LULUCF
sector, in
order to
reduce CO2
emissions
Multifunction | Danish Questions to: The Agency Costs covered | Enables Ongoing
al land Agricultural naturoglandbr | covers all associated multifunctional | projects, see
distribution Agency ugsudvikling@ | costs with the land projects where | website
(Multifunktio | (Landbrugssty | Ibst.dk. associated distribution agricultural
nel relsen) with a land process production is
jordfordeling distribution combined
- MUFJO) website process to with, for
distribute example,
6,000-7,000 biodiversity,
hectares of GHG
land. Each reduction,
distribution climate
covers adaptation,
between 100 clean water
and 1,000 environment
hectares and rural

development
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mailto:naturoglandbrugsudvikling@lbst.dk
mailto:naturoglandbrugsudvikling@lbst.dk
mailto:naturoglandbrugsudvikling@lbst.dk
https://lbst.dk/landbrug/arealer-og-ejendomme/jordfordeling/multifunktionel-jordfordeling-mufjo/hvad-er-multifunktionel-jordfordeling
https://naturstyrelsen.dk/naturbeskyttelse/naturprojekter/multifunktionel-jordfordeling-mufjo/
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Abbreviations used

CAP

EEA

EAFRD

ERDF

RDP

RMK

RRF

RRP

TITP

Common Agricultural Policy

European Environment Agency

European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development
European Regional Development Fund

Rural Development Programme

State Forest Management Centre

Recovery and Resilience Facility

Recovery and Resilience Plan

Territorial Just Transition Plan
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In Estonia, funding for projects on biodiversity,
nature and climate protection can be obtained from
a variety of sources, including European Union
(EV) funding, national funds, municipal budgets
and, in principle, private funding. Since its
accession to the EU (in 2004), Estonia has been a
beneficiary of Cohesion Policy, with several
Programmes) at national level providing grants for
various initiatives, including biodiversity and nature
protection projects. These funds, and in particular
the European Regional Development Fund
(ERDF), will remain one of the most prominent
funding sources for environmental investments for
2021-2027.

Other EU funding opportunities are available
through the LIFE and Horizon Programmes. The
national contact points (NCPs) can guide potential
beneficiaries on relevant opportunities and
application procedures. The Rural Development
Programme (RDP), as part of the Common
Agricultural Policy (CAP), is another potential
source of funding in the context of creating and
maintaining ecological diverse areas. At national
level, funding can be obtained from the National
Environmental Programme. In principle, funding
could be obtained from innovative sources, such
as crowdfunding.

The following sections provide some brief
information on potential funding opportunities for
tree planting in Estonia. They are followed by a
summary table with practical links and contact
information.

EU Funding sources
under shared
management

-

Estonia will remain the beneficiary of Cohesion
Policy funding in the coming years. Both the
ERDF and the Cohesion Fund will continue to play
an important role in supporting environmental,
climate and biodiversity initiatives. One of the
objectives for the funding period 2021-2027 is

204 European Union Cohesion and Internal Security Policy
Funds Implementation Act 2021-2027
205 State Shared Services Centre (Riigi Tugiteenuste Keskus)
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‘Greener Estonia’. The total funding available for
the objective is EUR 780 million (ERDF: EUR 541
million, Cohesion Fund: EUR 239 million). The
amount of funding available for the most relevant
sub-objective ‘Climate adaption and increasing
preparedness’ is EUR 114 million.

The framework for funding is set out in 2021-2027
EU Cohesion and Internal Security Policy Funds
Implementation Act2%4. Overall responsibility for
implementation lies with the Department of Fiscal
Policy of the Ministry of Finance, which shapes the
relevant policy and planning, prepares draft
regulation, and provides technical assistance,
monitoring and assessment. The practical
arrangements are made by the State Shared
Service Centre2%, which is responsible for
providing the funds and checking their use. The
Financial Control Department of the Ministry of
Finance verifies the activities of the fund
implementing authorities and receivers. The
specific programmes and requirements for funding
are established by ministries for their areas of
governance.

EU programmes typically do not fully fund an
activity, thus additional funding (or self-financing)
is required. This additional funding is available
under the co-financing sub-programme for
environmental projects financed from EU
programmes to at least 50%. The information on
the national support available can be found at the
webpage of the Environmental Investment
Centre?08,

The RDP and other EU agricultural measures
can support projects with biodiversity components,
including tree planting, in the context of agriculture
and support for rural areas. The framework for
national funding under the RDP and other EU
agricultural measures is set out in the
Implementing Act for EU Common Agricultural
Policy?%?. Overall responsibility for implementation
lies with the Ministry of Rural Affairs. The practical
arrangements are made by the Agricultural
Registries and Information Board (Pdllumajanduse
Registrite ja Informatsiooni Amet)2%8,

National funding is based on the EU CAP

206 Centre for Environmental Investments
207 Implementing Act for EU Common Agricultural Policy
208 pgllumajanduse Redistrite ja Informatsiooni Amet



https://www.riigiteataja.ee/en/eli/530062022001/consolide
https://www.riigiteataja.ee/en/eli/530062022001/consolide
https://rtk.ee/
https://www.kik.ee/et/toetatavad-tegevused/kaasrahastamise-programm
https://www.riigiteataja.ee/akt/123112022002
https://www.pria.ee/toetused/maaelu-arendamine
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Strategic Plan 2023-20272%9, One of the three
general aims of the Plan is to promote
environmental protection and climate measures
and to contribute to EU environmental and climate
objectives. More specifically, it seeks to contribute
to mitigation of climate change, climate change
adaptation and sustainable energy. Information on
the specific activities supported is available at the
website of the Agricultural Registries and
Information Board. The most relevant measures
appear to be ‘Support for preservation of
ecosystem services’ and ‘Support for ecological
areas’. The measures could be relevant because
they entail preservation of landscape formations,
which, according to the regulation of the Ministry of
Rural Affairs, includes areas with trees?%. In
principle, the measures could encourage the
creation of such landscape formations. The
support is for one year (from May until June of the
following year). The requirements for the support
are specified in Regulations of the Ministry of Rural
Affairs?i1,

The EU CAP Strategic Plan 2023-2027 also
foresees measures for silviculture. Information on
the specific activities supported is available at the
website of the Forestry Department of the
Environmental Investment Centre212, However,
none of the listed measures seems relevant for the
purposes of the pledge, as the activities fall under
business-as-usual scenarios or concern
reforestation required by law.

The EU Just Transition Mechanism provides
targeted support towards a climate-neutral
economy to the most affected regions to alleviate
the socioeconomic impact of the green transition.
The first pillar of the Mechanism is the Just
Transition Fund (JTF). The Fund has allocated
EUR 340 million to Estonia, of which up to EUR 67
million can be used to improve the environment?13,

209 EU CAP Strategic Plan 2023-2027

210 Regulation of Minister of Rural Affairs 21 December 2022 no
68, 'The requirements for keeping land in good agricultural and
environmental condition and mandatory management
requirements’

211 Regulation of Minister of Rural Affairs 23 December 2022 no
83, 'Support for Preservation of Ecosystem Services for the
period 2023-2027’; Regulation of Minister of Rural Affairs 23
December 2022 no 80 'Support for Ecological Areas for the
period 2023-2027°

212 Forestry Department of the Environmental Investment
Centre, From 1 January 2023 to date, the Forest Department
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The national framework for administration of the
fund is the same as for the ERDF and the
Cohesion Fund.

In Estonia, the shale-oil industry has by far the
greatest negative impact on climate. The industry
is located primarily in the easternmost Estonian
administrative territory: Ida-Virumaa County. This
is the most affected region, according to the
national Territorial Just Transition Plan (TJTP)3214,
The Plan sets out many types of measures,
including measures for improving the environment.
Although none of the measures specifically
foresees planting of trees, one relates to
reclamation of abandoned industrial areas, which
may encompass tree planting. The total amount of
the measure is EUR 13 million, of which EUR 9.7
million comes from the JTF and EUR 3.4 million is
co-financed from the State budget. However, the
funds will be used only for certain problematic
historical industrial sites, which are the
responsibility of the State, and will not be made
available for other initiatives?15.

EU Funding sources
under direct
management

o\
o
[~

Funding for tree-planting projects could be
available under LIFE, which supports
environmental projects to achieve EU
environmental policy goals. The implementation of
the Programme is coordinated by the Ministry of
Environment, which also is the NCP for the
programme?8, A LIFE programme supports
increasing biodiversity in three cities: Tartu
(Estonia), Aarhus (Denmark) and Riga (Latvia).

functioned as a separate State foundation under the name of
Estonian Private Forest Centre.

213 State Shared Services Centre

214 Implementation Plan for Cohesion Policy Funds for the
period 2021-2027. Appendix 1 TeTJTP, (in Estonian).

215 protocol nr 14-7/8700-1 of 02 November 2022 meeting of
the Lead Commission of the Just Transition of Ida-Virumaa, p 4
(in Estonian), available from the website of the Ministry of
Finance

216 Ministry of Environment - LIFE NCPs (in Estonian)



https://www.agri.ee/euroopa-liidu-uhise-pollumajanduspoliitika-strateegiakava-2023-2027
https://www.riigiteataja.ee/akt/129122022006
https://www.riigiteataja.ee/akt/129122022006
https://www.riigiteataja.ee/akt/129122022006
https://www.riigiteataja.ee/akt/129122022025
https://www.riigiteataja.ee/akt/129122022025
https://www.riigiteataja.ee/akt/129122022022
https://www.riigiteataja.ee/akt/129122022022
https://www.eramets.ee/toetused/
https://www.eramets.ee/toetused/
https://pilv.rtk.ee/s/EqBxRoWRj8JRK9b
https://pilv.rtk.ee/s/eSpt2Tzmqs39B2k
https://pilv.rtk.ee/s/eSpt2Tzmqs39B2k
https://pilv.rtk.ee/s/eSpt2Tzmqs39B2k
https://fin.ee/ida-virumaa#juhtkomisjon
https://life.envir.ee/et/kontakt
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One of the aims of the project is to create a green
network in the city, which may entail planting new
trees. As the project was only launched in 2022,
the exact project activities are not yet clear. The
project budget for Tartu is EUR 3.7 million.

Funding could also be available under Horizon
Europe, the EU’s research and innovation
programme that also supports activities for
adapting to climate change. The NCP for the
programme is the State foundation, Estonian
Research Council (Eesti Teadusagentuur)?'’. For
instance, Horizon Europe finances project
ONEforest (2021-2024), a multi-criteria decision
support system for common forest management to
strengthen forest resilience, harmonise
stakeholder interests, and ensure sustainable
wood flows. Four case studies regions will be
established, following Europe’s biogeographical
regions, with the aim of studying climate-resilient
silvicultural management practices and new
methods of seeding and planting?:8.

The Recovery and Resilience Facility (RRF)
aims to mitigate the economic and social impact of
COVID-19 pandemic and make European
economies and societies more sustainable,
resilient and better prepared for the challenges
and opportunities of the green and digital
transitions. Estonia’s Recovery and Resilience
Plan (RRP) contains 25 investments and 16
reforms, 41.5% of which support climate
objectives?!®, They will be supported by EUR
969.3 million in grants. The Plan and its
implementation focuses more on transition of
enterprises and does not foresee support for tree-
planting initiatives.

217 Estonian Research Council

218 Estonian project partners are University of Tartu and
University of Life Sciences. The project budget of Estonian
partners is approx. EUR 300,000. For more information see the
following websites: ONEforest and

Multi-criteria decision support system for sustainable forest
ecosystem services — project description

219 RRP, available from the webpage of State Shared Service
Centre

112

WE GROW
TOGETHER

3 National funding
sources

Funding for tree planting at national level comes
from various sources, notably State budget, local
municipality budgets, and budgets of the State
Forest Management Centre (RMK).

The most relevant national policy is the national
Climate Change Adaptation Development Plan
until 2030220, The implementation of the plan is
largely funded from the EU funds, with additional
funding from the State budget. The main national
authority responsible for implementing the Plan is
the Ministry of Environment. Non-exhaustive lists
of specific measures to be funded (including funds
allocated) will be listed in the implementing action
plans?2t,

The specific activities supported can be found on
the webpage of the Centre for Environmental
Investment (Keskkonnainvesteeringute Keskus)?22,
The Centre is a State foundation under the
governance of the Ministry of Environment. The
webpage facilitates searching for funding currently
available and for planned measures. New funding
is made available twice a year.

The most relevant activity listed is assistance for
drafting and implementing plans for greening cities
in pilot areas. The purpose of the measure is to
increase biodiversity in cities and establish new
green areas. The measure is being prepared and
details of the funding are not yet publicly
available??, In autumn 2022, it was estimated that
the funds would be available the second half of
2023 at the earliest, with total funding of EUR 2.55
million, open to cities with at least 10,000
inhabitants??4. Another potentially relevant activity
financed from the Cohesion Fund through the
Centre is drafting climate and energy plans of local

220 Estonian and English versions of the Plan. In the future, the
Plan will be incorporated into the Sectoral Development Plan on
Environment until 2030, which is currently under preparation.
221 Only the Action Plan 2017-2020 is available. It did not
include measures specifically targeting planting new trees.

222 Keskkonnainvesteeringute Keskus

228 Keskkonnainvesteeringute Keskus

224 presentation by the Ministry of Environment, 30 September
2022, slide no. 11



https://etag.ee/en/cooperation/horizon-europe/national-contact-points/
https://www.oneforest.eu/
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101000406
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101000406
https://www.rtk.ee/toetusfondid-ja-programmid/taaste-ja-vastupidavusrahastu-rrf/eesti-taastekava
https://envir.ee/kliimamuutustega-kohanemise-arengukava
https://www.kik.ee/en/toetatavad-tegevused
https://www.kik.ee/et/toetatavad-tegevused/linnade-rohestamiskavad-ja-elluviimine-pilootaladel
https://pilv.rtk.ee/s/HqnpieMXGQZmRDG
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municipalities and follow-up activities. The
measure is relevant because the implementing
activities could entail planting of trees. The
measure is also in planning stages. In autumn
2022, it was estimated that the funds would not be
available before 2024. Total funding is estimated
at EUR 8.2 million, which includes other related
measures such as increasing public awareness of
climate issues at local level??.

RMK is a government institution tasked with
managing Estonian State forests, which constitute
about 45% of all forests (over 20% of Estonian
land territory). RMK planted 23,907,857 plants in
2022, nearly all of which were trees. Most of the
planting occurred on forest land after cutting, but
620,297 were planted on land that was not
previously forest land, resulting in 326 hectares of
new forest land. However, it is not clear to what
extent the tree planting satisfies the criteria of the
pledge.

Several tree-planting activities are funded from the
State budget, such as planting as part of large
construction works. Tree planting is also financed
from the budgets of local authorities (cities and
parishes). It is common for cities to have a budget
to maintain green areas, which entails planting
new trees. The budget of the city of Tartu for
planting new trees is modest: EUR 10,000-20,000
each year, but this does not reflect all planting
activities: most of the planting occurs in the context
of construction works (e.g. street reconstruction)
and is financed from the budgets for those specific
works??6. Also, the budget only concerns areas
under direct management of the city and not
territories of all public institutions, such as schools,
museums and universities.

The most relevant programme for supporting tree-
planting initiatives at national level is the National
Environmental Programme 2022-2025%?7, The
Programme covers all aspects of environmental

225 presentation by the Ministry of Environment, 30 September
2022, slide no 8

226 Information obtained directly from a representative of the
City.

227 Adopted by 21 February 2022 Order of the Minister of
Environment no 1-2/22/63.

228 Technically, the charges are damages that are not
earmarked for financing the programme but are paid to the
general State budget. However, as a principle, the sum
allocated from the State budget for implementing the national
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protection and consists of several sub-
programmes, which in turn include many specific
projects. The Programme is essentially financed
from environmental charges and sums paid in
compensation for certain environmental
damage??8. The overall framework for financing
environmental projects to implement the
Programme is specified in a regulation of the
Minister of Environment?2°, The practical
arrangements are made by the Centre for
Environmental Investments, and all open and
planned measures are listed on its website?3°. The
measures financed from the State budget are
listed together with measures financed from the
EU sources, but each measure specifies the
funding source.

Currently, there are no open or planned national
measures specific to tree-planting, but tree-
planting could, in principle, be an activity under a
project eligible for support under the forestry sub-
programme?3l, The scope of the programmes is
very wide and the total funds available are quite
limited?32. The national expert could not identify
any project involving tree-planting that satisfy the
pledge criteria and was financed from the
Programme after 2020.

LY 4
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Innovative funding
sources

In principle, tree-planting activities could be funded
by other means, such as crowdfunding and
green bonds. Green bonds have been issued in
Estonia by private companies, the electricity
network company of the State (Elering AS) and the
public transportation company of the City of Tallinn

programme roughly corresponds to the charges and damages
paid.

229 Regulation of Minister of Environment 31 January 2020 no
10, 'The requirements and procedure for providing support from
the environmental programme’

20 Centre for Environmental Investments

21 Centre for Environmental Investments

232 The 2022 budget for the nature protection sub-programme
was EUR 750,000; the total 2023 budget for the forest sub-
programme is EUR,900 000.
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https://www.riigiteataja.ee/akt/131012023003
https://www.riigiteataja.ee/akt/131012023003
https://www.kik.ee/et/toetatavad-tegevused
https://www.kik.ee/et/toetatavad-tegevused/metsanduse-programm
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(Tallina Linnatransport AS)232. Detailed information
on the initiatives, especially private initiatives, is
generally not publicly available but it seems
unlikely that the initiatives include planting trees.

Recently, some relevant initiatives have been
launched. A project was funded in 2022 from the
National Environmental Programme, which
seeks to create a cooperation platform to enable
planting forest on unused private lands in order to
bind CO2%%4. In addition, in 2022, a private
company (Arbonics OU) was established, which
offers carbon credits for landowners who are
willing to afforest their non-forest land?%. The
credits are based on Verra (Verified Carbon
Standard)?®. Landowners have to bear all the cost
of afforestation and subsequent forest
management but can expect regular payments for
binding carbon. Interested landowners can submit
their non-forest land for assessment for suitability
of participation in the scheme?37,

It seems that there are no well-established models
for alternative funding, although the private
initiative by Arbonics appears promising. Some of
the laws and municipality regulations require the
offsetting of environmental damage, which may
involve tree planting. However, these schemes do
not seem to meet the criteria for the pledge
because tree planting is a legal requirement under
the schemes. For instance, Tallinn (the capital city
of Estonia) has recently adopted an ambitious
regulation that requires extensive replanting if
trees are cut. The formula is complicated — the
number of trees to be planted depends on the age
and species — but, overall, cutting one tree
requires about 10 trees to be planted?,

23 Climate Bonds Initiative, Nordic and Balti Public Green 26 verified Carbon Standard programme

Bonds, p. 39 7 pssessment form

24 Centre for Environmental Investments 238 Requlation of City Council of Tallinn 11 February 2021 No 2
235 Arbonics OU, afforestation
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https://www.climatebonds.net/files/files/Nordic_Muni_Final-01%281%29.pdf
https://www.climatebonds.net/files/files/Nordic_Muni_Final-01%281%29.pdf
https://www.kik.ee/et/projektid/metsade-rajamise-ja-susiniku-sidumise-koostooplatvorm
https://www.arbonics.com/landowners/afforestation
https://verra.org/programs/verified-carbon-standard/
https://arbonics.pro.typeform.com/afforestation?typeform-source=www.arbonics.com
https://www.riigiteataja.ee/akt/423022021005
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Funding Managing Contact Scope of Financing Additional Examples of
instrument institution Information support vehicles information relevant
(website) (scale, time projects
horizon funded
advisory
services if
available)
EU funding under shared management
ERDF and Centre for Website Biodiversity Grants Funding is New cycle
Cohesion Environmental and climate made recently
Fund Investments adaptation available via began and
specific measures are
measures in planning
(typically twice | stage. A
ayear). The previously
most relevant | financed
measures are | project
currently at ‘Restoration
the planning and
stage regeneration
of rows of
trees of green
infrastructure
of Pdltsamaa
city to mitigate
the urban
heat-island’,
which is
ongoing. The
total budget
for the project
is EUR
445,200
European Agricultural Website Agro-forestry, | Yearly Support is New cycle
Agricultural Registries and enhancing subsidies made recently
Fund for Information and biodiversity available via began. Similar
Rural Board Website specific projects
Development - measures, previously
(EAFRD) financed not
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Funding Managing Contact Scope of Financing Additional Examples of
instrument institution Information support vehicles information relevant
(website) (scale, time projects
horizon funded
advisory
services if
available)
Forestry typically for a listed
Department of year
the Centre for
Environmental
Investments Most relevant
measures
appear to be
‘Support for
preservation
of ecosystem
services’ and
‘Support for
ecological
areas’
EU funding sources under direct management
LIFE Ministry of Website Nature Grants LIFE21-NAT-
Environment protection and EE-
climate urbanLIFEcir
cles/1010744
53
HORIZON Estonian Website Innovative Grants ONEforest
Research projects,
Council including Grant
. agreement ID:
projects
related to 101000406
climate
adaptation
National funding
Environment | Centre for Website Nature Grants n/a
al Environmental protection,
Programme Investments climate,
forestry, co-
financing
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https://life.envir.ee/et/kontakt
https://etag.ee/en/cooperation/horizon-europe/national-contact-points/
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Funding Managing Contact Scope of Financing Additional Examples of
instrument institution Information support vehicles information relevant
(website) (scale, time projects

horizon funded
advisory
services if
available)

Innovative funding sources

Private Arbonics Website Climate Carbon credits n/a
company
initiative
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Abbreviations used

CAP

ERDF

EAFRD

EAGF

ELY-Centre

ESF+

GHG

JTF

NCP

PES

RRP

Common Agricultural Policy

European Regional Development Fund

European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development

European Agricultural Guarantee Fund

Centres for Economic Development, Transport and the Environment
European Social Fund Plus

Greenhouse gas

Just Transition Fund

National Contact Point

Payment for ecosystem services

Recovery and Resilience Plan
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In Finland, a variety of funding sources can
potentially be used to support tree planting
initiatives, including European Union (EU) sources
from the Cohesion Policy and Common
Agricultural Policy (CAP), as well as from the LIFE
and Horizon Programmes. National schemes
include country-wide afforestation subsidies.

The following sections provide brief information
about potential funding opportunities for tree
planting in Finland. They are followed by a
summary table with links and contact information.

EU Funding sources
90
g under shared
management

The new Cohesion Policy period runs from 2021-
2027. One of Finland’s seven priority areas is
carbon-neutral Finland, which aims to promote
energy efficiency and the circular economy and to
reduce greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions.
Funding will also be allocated to measures to
prepare for climate change. Funding for this
priority area comes primarily from the European
Regional Development Fund (ERDF).

The Innovation and Skills in Finland 2021-2027
programme funding consists of EU and national
funding. The programme’s public funding amounts
to EUR 3,159 billion, of which EUR 1,935 billion
comes from the EU and EUR 1,224 billion is
national co-financing. It includes the measures of
the ERDF, the European Social Fund Plus (ESF+)
and the Just Transition Fund (JTF)2%. Support for
forestry-related from the ERDF is possible under
the priority area ‘Promoting energy efficiency and
reducing greenhouse gas emissions’24°,

Support for tree-planting initiatives can, in certain
cases, be applied for under the ESF+ support
scheme. For example, under the priority area
‘equitable inclusion’, specifically the sub-action on
‘promotion of civil society functions’, funds can be

29 General information
240 Innovation and Skills in Finland 2021-2027 programme

funding
241 E
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allocated to tree-planting projects that relate to the
objective of making a residential area more
pleasant (planting trees under old powerlines, or
similar.)

The JTF will be directed at jobs in the green
economy, new green technology solutions and
related new business opportunities?4?.

The grant authorities for Cohesion Policy funds are
the Centres for Economic Development, Transport
and the Environment (ELY-Centres) (see summary
table for contact information and links).

Public funding for Finland's Strategic CAP Plan
2023-2027 totals EUR 10.28 billion. The financing
consists of the financial contributions of the
European Agricultural Guarantee Fund (EAGF)
and the European Agricultural Fund for Rural
Development (EAFRD), as well as the national
financial contribution242, The goals of Finland's
CAP Strategic Plan are active food production,
environmental- and climate-wise agriculture, and a
renewed and diverse countryside. In addition, the
overarching goal is to promote know-how,
innovation and digitalisation?43. CAP funding is not
directed to forestry-related projects, which are
instead supported by national funding
instruments?#4. According to stakeholders, tree-
planting activities are generally not envisaged to
be supported from CAP funding.

EU Funding sources
under direct
management

L\
1@0
[~

The Ministry of the Environment is the National
Contact Point (NCP) for the LIFE Programme. It
offers co-financing to projects considered
competitive. Applications for partial funding from
the Ministry of the Environment are usually invited
in the spring.

LIFE projects typically involve the cooperation of
various actors. In Finland, this means that

242 Strategic CAP Plan 2023-2027 (in Finnish only).
243 Goals of Finland's CAP Strategic Plan (in Finnish only).

24 Finland’s CAP Strategic Plan (plan available in Finnish)



https://rakennerahastot.fi/en/innovation-and-skills-in-finland-2021-2027
https://rakennerahastot.fi/en/european-regional-development-fund-erdf-
https://rakennerahastot.fi/en/european-regional-development-fund-erdf-
https://rakennerahastot.fi/en/just-transition-fund-jtf-
https://maaseutu.fi/eun-yhteinen-maatalouspolitiikka/rahoitus/
https://mmm.fi/cap27/cap-suunnitelma
https://mmm.fi/en/-/finland-s-cap-strategic-plan-approved
https://mmm.fi/cap27/cap-suunnitelma
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cooperation between research institutes, private
companies, municipalities and cities, ELY-Centres
and the organisation is often built into the projects.
The Ministry of the Environment supports the
implementation of competitive LIFE projects that
serve its strategy with conditional grants or funding
decisions (EUR 30,000, EUR 50,000). In
integrated LIFE projects, this support can be up to
EUR 100,000. The application period is
continuous.

In practice, LIFE funding is more connected to
protection and restoration projects rather than tree
planting?*5. However, the desk research suggests
that at least one project used LIFE funding for a
carbon sequestration project relating to farming
and forestry (see summary table).

Horizon Europe does not specifically fund tree
planting, except where it forms part of a larger
research project. Business Finland is the NCP for
Horizon Europe (see summary table).

The Recovery and Resilience Plan (RRP) is part
of the Sustainable Growth Programme for Finland,
which will boost reform and investments.
Afforestation is specifically excluded, however,
and, according to stakeholders, no other tree-
planting activities are envisaged among the
measures supported by the Plan.

£ National funding
sources

METSO programme

METSO is a voluntary programme aimed at
supporting private forest owners to protect and
manage the natural value of their forests and
safeguard the preservation of biodiversity.
Compensation is paid for protection of forests
rather than for afforestation, reforestation and tree
planting.

2% Information based on a discussion with a government
official.

246 \etsahallitus is a state-owned enterprise that produces
environmental services for a diverse customer base ranging
from private individuals to major companies
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The protection options of the METSO programme
are: permanent protection of the site as a private
conservation area, selling the site to the State as a
conservation area, temporary exclusion of
harvesting or other commercial activities of the
area for 20 years, and an environmental support
agreement for 10 years. Support for tree planning
is connected to the metsékeskus afforestation
support programme (see summary table).

METKA support

METKA was adopted for the period 2024-2029.
METKA is available for nursery and young forest
management, health fertilisation, management
plans for the Finnish forest, implementation of
water protection measures and small slopes in the
Finnish forest, as well as maintenance of the forest
road network. Support is also granted for
temporary protection, for forest nature
management projects and burn-cleaning. Metka
support does not include afforestation,
reforestation, and tree planting.

More information about each of these programmes
can be found in the summary table.

LY 4
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Innovative funding
sources

Green bonds are a source of funding in Finland.
Metsahallitus246 has issued several green bonds,
with the proceeds used to finance a range of
sustainability initiatives, including afforestation,
nature conservation, and sustainable forest
management.

Crowdfunding in the context of an afforestation
project is possible in principle, but no examples
could be found?+7,

Similarly, payment for ecosystem services
(PES) is a possible funding mechanism for
afforestation projects?#8,

247 Crowdfunding platform
248 payment for ecosystem services (PES) and afforestation

projects examples



https://www.metsa.fi/en/about-us/organisation/
https://www.invesdor.fi/#/
https://mmm.fi/en/forests/ecosystem-services
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjlx_ahj87-AhVJSfEDHe8eDqoQFnoECAsQAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cbd.int%2Ffinancial%2Fdoc%2Fid245-finland-pes-en.pdf&usg=AovVaw3Yn9LjoCZHrIFnDgfBzhD-
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Summary of funding sources
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Funding
instrument
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Managing
institution

Contact
Information
(website)

EU funding under shared management

Scope of
support

Financing
vehicles

Additional
information
(scale, time

horizon
advisory
services if
available)
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i

Examples of
relevant
projects
funded

grants for self-

ERDF and ELY-Centres ELY-Centres, Promoting Direct subsidy | Information on | No examples
Cohesion see website energy open projects
Funds efficiency and and
reducing GHG application
emissions forms, see
website
ESF+ ELY-Centres ELY-Centres, | Underthe Direct subsidy | Information on | No examples
see website priority area open projects
‘equitable and
inclusion’, application
specifically the forms see
sub-action on website
‘promotion of
civil society
functions’,
funds can be
allocated to
tree-planting
projects that
serve the
objective of
transforming a
residential
area
EU funding sources under direct management
LIFE NCP: Ministry | Website Two areas of Direct subsidy | Ministry of the | Website
for the activity are: Environment .
Environment provides _Goal_ls to
identify and
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https://www.ely-keskus.fi/en/web/ely-en/contact-information
https://eura2021.fi/hakuilmoitukset
https://www.ely-keskus.fi/en/web/ely-en/contact-information
https://eura2021.fi/hakuilmoitukset
https://ym.fi/eu-n-life-ohjelma
https://www.st1.com/st1-life
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Information
(website)
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support
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(scale, time
horizon
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services if
available)

WE GROW
TOGETHER

i

Examples of
relevant
projects
funded

protection and
health

1. financing accelerate the
Environment portion of development
(nature and LIFE 2021 and adoption
biodiversity; projects of novel
circular approved by incentives for
economy; the EU carbon
quality of life) Commission sequestration,
and increase
It SL:pport? tthe and maintain
2. Climate (nRemematio | organic
action (climate competitive carbon stock
change LIEE proiect in soll anq
o9 projects
mitigation and that serve its biomass in
adap.te_ltlon, strategy with Europe
transition to conditional
clean energy) grants or
funding
decisions
(EUR 30,000,
EUR 50,000,
up to EUR
100,000 in
integrated
LIFE projects)
Continuous
application
period
Horizon NCP: Website Innovative Grants Information No examples
Europe . projects, available (see
B_usmess including contact
Finland projects details)
related to
climate
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https://www.businessfinland.fi/en/for-finnish-customers/services/funding/horizon-europe
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Abbreviations used

CAP

CF

ERDF

EAFRD

EMFF

ESF

GDP

Common Agricultural Policy

Cohesion Fund

European Regional Development Fund

European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development
European Maritime and Fisheries Fund

European Social Fund

Gross Domestic Product
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Funding for projects concerning biodiversity,
nature and climate protection can be granted in
France from several types of funding sources
available at EU, national, regional and local level,
and both for public and private stakeholders.

At EU level, funding sources such as the European
Regional Development Fund (ERDF), the
European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development
(EAFRD) and the European Guarantee Fund
(EAGF) — both being building blocks of Common
Agricultural Policy, and the LIFE programmes can
be used. At national, local and regional level,
grants and subventions play a key role when it
comes to funding projects concerning biodiversity,
climate and nature. French Regions and Agencies
fund such projects via calls for proposals.

Furthermore, private entities such as foundations
are also involved in the funding of such projects,
via calls for proposals and thanks to donations.
Finally, innovative funding sources, such as green
bonds, crowdfunding or taxation have been
observed in France.

The following sections provide some brief
information about funding opportunities potentially
relevant for tree planting in France divided into EU
funding sources under shared management, EU
funding sources under direct management,
national funding sources, and innovative funding
sources. These sections are followed with a
summary table, which includes practical links and
contact information allowing the potential
beneficiaries to identify suitable financing sources
for their tree planting initiatives.

EU Funding sources
under shared
management

-

The management of the ERDF and the CAP non
area-based interventions in France has been
granted to the Regional Councils whereas the

249 Maison de I'Europe Dréme-Ardéche, Guide to European
Funds 2021-2027 — What opportunities for our territories?,
2021, pp.14.

20 Europe s'engage en France, EAFRD
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state is the managing authority for the area-based
interventions. The ERDF is available for several
types of stakeholders, including public entities,
companies, or associations; but the co-funding
granted via the ERDF will depend on the category
of the Region, which is calculated based on its
Gross Domestic Product (GDP) and the number of
residents?49. A list of the national contact points
(i.e. the Regional Councils) and examples are
presented in the summary table.

With regard to the CAP, with the largest budget
allocations among all the Member States, France
aims to provide support for several topics on
agricultural matters, but most importantly, for the
investments in the agricultural and forest
sectors?>0. For example, the CAP’s European
Agricultural Fund for Rural Development can fund
projects with the maximum funding rate depending
on the category of the Region (between 53 % and
85 %). A list of the national contact points (i.e. the
Regional Councils) as well as some examples of
projects are provided in the summary table. The
French CAP National Strategic Plan lays down the
priorities at national and at local and regional level.
Among the priorities linked to the Common
Agricultural Policy (CAP), the Regions have
planned to invest in the preservation and
restoration of natural and forest heritage, including
Natura 2000 sites?5! through an investment
intervention.

EU Funding sources
under direct
management

LIFE programme is managed by the French
Ministry of Ecological Transition and Territorial
Cohesion and the Ministry of Energy Transition.
National contact points and examples of relevant
projects are provided in the summary table.

L\
1®e
[~

Within the Horizon Europe programme that is
managed in France by the French Ministry of

See also General Commissioner for Territorial Equality, Leaflet
on the EAFRD in France for the period 2014-2020, 2014.

21 French Common Agricultural Policy National Strategic Plan
for 2023-2027, pp.348.



https://www.europe-en-france.gouv.fr/fr/fonds-europeens/fonds-europeen-agricole-pour-le-developpement-rural-FEADER
https://www.europe-en-france.gouv.fr/fr/ressources/fiche-le-fonds-europeen-agricole-pour-le-developpement-rural-feader-en-france
https://www.europe-en-france.gouv.fr/fr/ressources/fiche-le-fonds-europeen-agricole-pour-le-developpement-rural-feader-en-france
https://agriculture.gouv.fr/telecharger/131861
https://agriculture.gouv.fr/telecharger/131861
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Higher Education and Research, the co-funding
rate is up to 100 %, except for lucrative entities, for
which the rate will be limited to 70 %252, A list of
the national contact points and examples of
relevant projects are provided in the summary
table.

The French Recovery and Resilience plan focuses
on five main priorities, one of which: “Climate and
Resilience Law” may be relevant for tree planting.
EUR 18 billion will be dedicated to green
investment?53, The Plan is administered by the
Ministry of Economy.

3 National funding
sources

The following national funding sources are
available for projects concerning biodiversity,
climate and nature:

. The Strategic Wood Fund 2% (Fonds
Stratégique de la Forét et du Bois) created
by the French Ministry of Agriculture, Agri-
food and Forestry in 2014. It aims to
support projects responding to the Wood
and Forest National programme
(Programme National de la Forét et du
Bois) and to the implementation of the
Research-Innovation 2025 plan for the
forest-based sector?. This fund is financed
by the additional tax on unbuilt land in
forests (EUR 3.7 million), and by State
budget appropriations2%6.

. National Biodiversity  Strategy 2030
(Stratégie Nationale Biodiversité 2030)257:
The strategy concerns the period 2023-
2030, it aims to lower biodiversity burdens,
protect and re-establish ecosystems, and
implement far-reaching changes to reverse

22 |bid n2, pp.54.

253 European Commission, France’s recovery and resilience
plan.

24 French Forestry Code, Articles D156-12 to D156-14.

255 ENCOFOR, Wood Strategic Fund: Innovation and collective
256 French Senate, Finance Act 2020: Agriculture, Food,
Forestry and Rural Affairs

127

WE GROW
TOGETHER

the trend of biodiversity decline. According
to some estimates, a public funding of EUR
173.7 million in 2023 and up to EUR 465.1
million in 2027 is needed 2% in order to
implement this Strategy.

. Green Fund (Fonds Vert): It aims to support
local authorities to reinforce their
environmental performance, to adapt their
territories to climate change and to improve
their living conditions?%°. The six calls for
proposals concerning biodiversity and
forests are funded by the French Ministry of
Ecological Transition and of Territorial
Cohesion (an example is provided in the
summary table). According to the Financing
Act for 2023, it should be granted a budget
of EUR 1.5 million280,

. The French President established the
objective to renew 10% of French national
forests and plant 1 billion trees by 2032.
This dynamic started with the investment
plan "France Relance" (EUR 150 million)
and is pursued by "France 2030" until May
2024. It will be perpetuated by "Planification
Ecologique - France Nation Verte" and the
following plans from 2024 onwards. Forest
owners wishing to benefit from these
subsidies must have the document proving
that their forest is managed according to
sustainability principles provided for in the
French Forest Code. Thus, the funded
projects are based on different types of
silviculture including so-called “close to
nature”  silviculture  respecting  the
sustainable management criteria required
by the Forest Code.

Other local and regional funding sources are also
available:

. The Brittany Region has launched the
Nature Contract (Contrat Nature) in order to
fund projects concerning biodiversity with a

27 French Ministry of Ecological Transition and of Territorial
Cohesion, French Ministry of Energetical Transition, National
Biodiversity Strategy 2030 webpage, January 2023.

258 Jean-Philippe de Saint Martin et al, The funding of the
National Biodiversity Strateqy 2030, November 2022, pp.25.

29 Green Fund

20 Jessica Ibelaldene, The Green Fund may be increased to €2
billion, Batiactu, October 2022.



https://commission.europa.eu/business-economy-euro/economic-recovery/recovery-and-resilience-facility/frances-recovery-and-resilience-plan_en
https://commission.europa.eu/business-economy-euro/economic-recovery/recovery-and-resilience-facility/frances-recovery-and-resilience-plan_en
https://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/codes/id/LEGISCTA000030816675/2020-06-30
http://www.fncofor.fr/fond-strategique-bois-innovation-collectif-4_2871.php
https://www.senat.fr/rap/l19-140-33/l19-140-336.html
https://www.senat.fr/rap/l19-140-33/l19-140-336.html
https://www.ecologie.gouv.fr/strategie-nationale-biodiversite
https://www.ecologie.gouv.fr/strategie-nationale-biodiversite
https://www.actu-environnement.com/media/pdf/news-40960-strategie-nationale-biodiversite-snb-rapport-igf-igedd.pdf
https://www.actu-environnement.com/media/pdf/news-40960-strategie-nationale-biodiversite-snb-rapport-igf-igedd.pdf
https://aides-territoires.beta.gouv.fr/programmes/fonds-vert/?integration=&targeted_audiences=&perimeter=&text=&categories=biodiversite&categories=forets&apply_before=&is_charged=all&action=search-filter
https://www.batiactu.com/edito/fonds-vert-pourra-etre-porte-a-2-milliards-deuros-64915.php
https://www.batiactu.com/edito/fonds-vert-pourra-etre-porte-a-2-milliards-deuros-64915.php
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period of two to four years?6L. EUR 1.7 billion during their 10" programme

i T 269
. The Bank of Territories (Banque des (which lasted five years)*>.

Territoires) has created the Green In addition to national, local and regional funding
Recovery Loan (Prét Relance Verte) in sources, there are also funding sources provided
order to support territorial communities to by private actors, such as the French Foundation
finance projects concerning climate change (Fondation de France). Its ecological transition
and biodiversity?62, programme aims to support projects that deal with

H i i 270
. Assistance and support for the planting of environmental and social issues *.

hedges and trees (outside forests) Another potentially relevant example is the
(Accompagner et soutenir la plantation de foundation French Nature Environment (France
haies et d’arbres (hors férets))?%3: It is a Nature Environment) and its initiative financed by
subvention launched by the Department donations “Aux arbres citoyens”?71, launched in
Council of the Charente for projects order to fund projects starting in 2022 linked to:

concerning nature.
9 .  Forest management based on natural

. Overall, several regions are, via grants and dynamics;
calls for proposals, supporting projects
concerning environment and biodiversity
protection, and climate (see the summary
table for examples). . Restoring and preserving ecosystems

associated with forest environments;

. The preservation of forest stand free
evolution;

. Nature 2050: It is a subvention launched by

CDC Biodiversity, based on the 2050 . Raising public awareness about the
Nature Fund (Fonds Nature 2050), and importance of protecting forest
aims to support the adaptation of territories ecosystems.

to climate change with nature-based
solutions?64. So far, EUR 5 million have
already been granted by CDC Biodiversity
with regard to its pledge concerning Nature
2050265, For example, it has funded a
project of restoration of an ecological
continuity between the Pays d’Othe and the
Gatinais in the Bourgogne Region?266,

In addition, the Yves Rocher foundation, in
collaboration with the Afac-Agroforesteries, has
created the Tree Fund (Fonds pour I’Arbre), in
order to support territorial tree and hedge planting
projects. This fund proposes six types of financial
assistance for the period 2022-2023, thanks to
patron donations?72. For the period 2021-2022,
EUR 927.240 were allocated to projects

. The six Regional Water Agencies?6” can concerning tree and hedge planting?73. With regard
also, via grants or loans, support projects to NGOs, Plantons pour I'avenir financially
concerning aquatic ecosystem restoration supports tree planting projects for up to 75 % of
and the accomplishments of the Good the total costs for individuals?7.

Ecological Status as laid down in the Water
Framework Directive268, For example, the
Grand Sud-Ouest Region Water Agency
has supported projects for a total amount of

Finally, the Forest National Office (Office National
des Forets), has created the FNO-Act for the
Forest Endowment Fund (Fonds de Dotation ONF-

21 Britanny Region, Nature Contract 28 European Committee of the Regions, Financing biodiversity
262 Bank of Territories, Green Recovery Loan action: opportunities and challenges fur EU substantial

263 Department Council of the Charente, Assistance and governments, 2020, pp.56.

support for the planting of hedges and trees (outside forests) 29 Grand Sud-Ouest Water Agency, Objectives and
subvention Performance Contract, 11" programme, 2021, pp.13.

264 CDC Biodiversity, Nature 2050 270 French Foundation, Ecological transition programme.

265 CDC Biodiversity, Nature 2050 programme 271 France Nature Environnement, “Aux arbres citoyens” project
266 Nature 2050, Project of restoration of an ecological 272 Fonds pour I'Arbre

continuity between the Pays d’Othe and the Gétinais 278 Fonds pour I'Arbre activity report, pp.13.

267 Regional Water Agencies 274 Plantons pour I’Avenir
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https://www.bretagne.bzh/aides/fiches/contrat-nature/
https://www.banquedesterritoires.fr/pret-relance-verte
https://aides-territoires.beta.gouv.fr/aides/b68a-accompagner-et-soutenir-la-plantation-de-haie/
https://aides-territoires.beta.gouv.fr/aides/b68a-accompagner-et-soutenir-la-plantation-de-haie/
https://aides-territoires.beta.gouv.fr/aides/b68a-accompagner-et-soutenir-la-plantation-de-haie/
https://aides-territoires.beta.gouv.fr/aides/e60c-soutenir-la-mise-en-place-de-solutions-fondee/
https://www.cdc-biodiversite.fr/le-programme-nature-2050/
https://www.nature2050.com/projet/corridor-de-biodiversite-en-bourgogne/
https://www.nature2050.com/projet/corridor-de-biodiversite-en-bourgogne/
https://www.lesagencesdeleau.fr/les-agences-de-leau/moyens-dactions
https://cor.europa.eu/en/engage/studies/Documents/Financing%20biodiversity%20action.pdf
https://cor.europa.eu/en/engage/studies/Documents/Financing%20biodiversity%20action.pdf
https://cor.europa.eu/en/engage/studies/Documents/Financing%20biodiversity%20action.pdf
https://eau-grandsudouest.fr/politique-eau/programme-intervention/11eme-programme/contrat-objectifs-performance
https://eau-grandsudouest.fr/politique-eau/programme-intervention/11eme-programme/contrat-objectifs-performance
https://www.fondationdefrance.org/fr/climat-et-biodiversite
https://fne.asso.fr/actualites/aux-arbres-citoyens-74-projets-en-lice-partout-en-france
https://fondspourlarbre.fr/
https://fondspourlarbre.fr/
https://plantonsdesarbres.org/je-suis-un-particulier/

#3BillionTrees
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]

Agir pour la Féret) in order to support projects
concerning tree planting, biodiversity, preservation
and management of natural risks, and
innovation?’s, For example, in 2022, it supported a
project concerning the planting of 9.936 trees in
the Hauts-de-France Region?76.

b 4
IO\

Innovative funding
sources

Among the innovative funding sources available at
national level, is the French green bond (France’s
Green OAT, Obligations Assimilables du Trésor),
launched in 2017 by the French Treasury Agency
(Agence France Trésor) in order to fund projects
concerning climate change, biodiversity, and
pollution prevention. In 2021, a second green bond
was launched, with an amount of EUR 7 billion?7.

At local or regional level, the use of such green
bonds is also possible for local authorities. For
example, the lle-de-France Region issued two
green bonds in 2012 and 2014278,

Another instrument that can be used for funding
biodiversity-related projects is the ecological
taxation (fiscalité environmentale), which aims to
support environmental protection through funding
of projects concerning the protection of the
environment and natural resources. The taxation
concerns pollutants, goods or services that harm
the environment?7°,

Carbon farming in France is gaining popularity,
primarily thanks to the creation of a national
carbon offset programme with a bottom-up
approach: “Bas-Carbon”. Funding for this
programme is obtained from several funding
sources including the ERDF, Horizon Europe and

275 Forest National Office, ENO-Act for the Forest Endowment
Fund

276 | aigue Forest: replanting the forest devastated by drought
project

277 Green OATs

278 |bid n25, pp.26.

27 French Ministry of the Ecological Transition and Territorial
Cohesion and Ministry of Energy Transition, Ecological
Taxation

280 Bas-Carbone
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national funding?e°.

Finally, since 2015, territorial communities can use
crowdfunding (based on the participation of the
citizens or residents of these communities) in order
to fund projects concerning biodiversity, nature
and climate?8?, Various stakeholders can help to
put in place such a funding source, such as
Crowdfunding France (Financement Participatif
France)?82, or KissKissBankBank?283, For example,
the KissKissBankBank platform has helped the
Mercantour National Park to crowdfund up to EUR
53 746 for the restauration of hiking trails
destroyed by the Alex storm in 2021284,

281 Bank of Territories, A Guide on Participatory Financing for
Local Authorities, 2017.

See also the French Ministry of Economy, Finance and
Industrial and Digital Sovereignty, What is crowdfunding?
See also the French Committee of UICN, Communities &
Biodiversity: towards innovative initiatives, 2018, pp.68.

282 Financement Participatif France

283 KissKissBankBank

284 Back to the Mercantour



https://www.onf-agirpourlaforet.fr/agir/nos-domaines-d-intervention/+/3e::agir-pour-la-biodiversite.html
https://www.onf-agirpourlaforet.fr/agir/nos-domaines-d-intervention/+/3e::agir-pour-la-biodiversite.html
https://www.onf-agirpourlaforet.fr/+/16a::foret-de-laigue-replanter-la-foret-devastee-par-la-secheresse.html
https://www.aft.gouv.fr/en/green-oat
https://www.ecologie.gouv.fr/fiscalite-environnementale
https://www.ecologie.gouv.fr/fiscalite-environnementale
https://bas-carbone.com/
https://www.banquedesterritoires.fr/un-guide-sur-le-financement-participatif-usage-des-collectivites
https://www.banquedesterritoires.fr/un-guide-sur-le-financement-participatif-usage-des-collectivites
https://www.economie.gouv.fr/cedef/financement-participatif
https://uicn.fr/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/cb.initiates-innovantes-uicn.pdf
https://uicn.fr/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/cb.initiates-innovantes-uicn.pdf
https://financeparticipative.org/
https://www.kisskissbankbank.com/fr/crowdfunding/collectivites-territoriales
https://www.kisskissbankbank.com/fr/projects/retrouvons-le-mercantour
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Examples of
relevant
projects
funded

ERDF Conseils

Régionaux,
see website

Regional
Councils

Supporting
projects
concerning
transition to a
low-carbon
economy, and
projects
concerning
climate
change and
biodiversity.

Région
Auvergne-
Rhéne-

Alpes, see
website

Région
Bourgogne-
Franche-
Comté, see
website

Région
Bretagne,
see website

Région
Centre-Val
de Loire
see website

Corse, see
website

Grants and
financial
instruments

It is based on
regional
multiannual
programmes.

For the period
2021-2027,
France has
been allocated
a budget of
EUR 9.1
million.

The
programme
aiming to
rebalance the
bed of the
Loire, with a
EU
contribution of
20 %
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https://www.mairie.net/regions/conseils-regionaux.htm
https://www.europeenauvergnerhonealpes.fr/
https://www.bourgognefranchecomte.fr/une-region-au-coeur-de-leurope
https://www.bretagne.bzh/actions/europe-international/
https://www.centre-valdeloire.fr/comprendre/europe-et-international/europe/les-fonds-europeens-structurels-et-dinvestissement
https://www.touteleurope.eu/l-europe-en-region/l-europe-en-region-la-corse/
https://www.europe-en-france.gouv.fr/fr/projets/reequilibrer-le-lit-de-la-loire
https://www.europe-en-france.gouv.fr/fr/projets/reequilibrer-le-lit-de-la-loire
https://www.europe-en-france.gouv.fr/fr/projets/reequilibrer-le-lit-de-la-loire
https://www.europe-en-france.gouv.fr/fr/projets/reequilibrer-le-lit-de-la-loire
https://www.europe-en-france.gouv.fr/fr/projets/reequilibrer-le-lit-de-la-loire
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€ M [ « [

Funding Managing Contact Scope of Financing Additional Examples of
instrument institution Information support vehicles information relevant
(website) (scale, time projects

horizon funded
advisory
services if
available)

Région
Grand-Estj,
see website

Guadeloupe
see website

Guyane
see website

Région
Hauts-de-

France, see
website

Région Tle-
de-France
see website

Martinique,
see website

Mayotte, see
website

Région
Normandie
see website
Réqgion
Nouvelle-
Aquitaine
see website
Région
Occitanie
see website

Région Pays
de la Loire,
see website
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https://www.grandest.fr/europe-grandest/
https://www.europe-guadeloupe.fr/
https://www.ctguyane.fr/les-fonds-europeens/
https://www.hautsdefrance.fr/fonds-europeens-lancement-du-nouveau-programme-regional-2021-2027/
https://www.europeidf.fr/les-financements-europeens
https://www.collectivitedemartinique.mq/gestion-des-fonds-europeens/
https://www.touteleurope.eu/l-europe-en-region/l-europe-en-region-mayotte/
https://eureennormandie.fr/
https://www.europe-en-nouvelle-aquitaine.eu/fr
https://www.laregion.fr/L-Occitanie-et-l-Europe-41682
https://www.paysdelaloire.fr/mon-conseil-regional/les-missions/europe
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Funding Managing Contact Scope of Financing Additional Examples of
instrument institution Information support vehicles information relevant
(website) (scale, time projects
horizon funded
advisory
services if
available)
Réunion, see
website
Région Sud
Provence-
Alpes-Cotes
d’Azur, see
website
EAFRD Regional As above Supporting Allowance and | It is based on | The Breizh
Councils projects financial regional Bocage
concerning instruments pluriannual Programme,
landscape programmes. with a EU
preservation, . contribution of
viable For the period 45 %.
environment 2014-2020,
France has
and_ been allocated
agriculture. a budget of
€16.6 million;
and of €10
million for the
period 2023-
2027.
EU funding sources under direct management
LIFE National Website The LIFE sub- | Grants LIFE
Contact Point: programme in ARTISAN
Ministry of the area of managed by
Environmental Environment the French
Transition and focuses on Biodiversity
Territorial three main Office.
Cohesion priorities: the
rational
utilisation of LIEE
resources, DORDOGNE,
nature and managed by
biodiversity, the
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http://www.reunioneurope.org/
https://europe.maregionsud.fr/
https://www.europe-en-france.gouv.fr/fr/projets/le-programme-breizh-bocage
https://www.europe-en-france.gouv.fr/fr/projets/le-programme-breizh-bocage
https://www.europe-en-france.gouv.fr/fr/projets/le-programme-breizh-bocage
https://www.ecologie.gouv.fr/programme-europeen-financement-life
https://www.ofb.gouv.fr/le-projet-life-integre-artisan
https://www.ofb.gouv.fr/le-projet-life-integre-artisan
https://life-dordogne.eu/
https://life-dordogne.eu/
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€ fi Bl « & i

Funding Managing Contact Scope of Financing Additional Examples of
instrument institution Information support vehicles information relevant
(website) (scale, time projects
horizon funded
advisory
services if
available)
and Etablissement
governance Public

Territorial du
Bassin de la
Dordogne
(EPIDOR).

LIFE
COTEAUX
GASCONS,
managed by
the
Association de
développeme
nt,
d’aménageme
nt et de
services en
agriculture et
en
environnemen
t du Gers.

LIFE
AIRFRESH
managed by
ARGANS Ltd
(FR), in
cooperation
with Air Climat
(FR), ENEA
(IT), and
IRET-CNR
(Im).

Horizon French National
Europe Ministry of Contact
Higher
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https://www.adasea32.fr/node/458
https://www.adasea32.fr/node/458
https://www.adasea32.fr/node/458
https://www.life-airfresh.eu/
https://www.life-airfresh.eu/
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Examples of
relevant
projects
funded

Education and | Points, see
Research website
Recovery Ministry of Website Green Grants n/a
and Economy transition,
Resilience climate
Facility
National funding
Strategic French Link to the Supporting Grant
Wood Fund Ministry of programme, projects linked
Agriculture, see website to the Forest
Agri-food and National
Forestry programme
Guidance, and to the
see website implementatio
- n of the
Research-
Innovation
2025 plan for
the forest-
based sector.
Green fund French Ministry of Supporting Grant, based Information
Ministry of Ecological public local | on calls for about the
Ecological Transition authorities to | projects. rules of
Transition and | and reinforce their funding and
Territorial Territorial environmental project
Cohesion Cohesion, performance, selection can
see website to adapt their be found on
L the following
territories to website:
climate Supporting the
phange and'to National
:i“\jiFr’]fgo"e their Biodiversity
. Strategy 2030.
conditions.
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https://www.horizon-europe.gouv.fr/les-pcn
https://www.economie.gouv.fr/
https://agriculture.gouv.fr/le-programme-national-de-la-foret-et-du-bois-2016-2026
https://horizon63.cerfrance.fr/breves/secteur-forestier-fonds-strategique-de-la-foret-et-du-bois/
https://aides-territoires.beta.gouv.fr/programmes/fonds-vert/?integration=&targeted_audiences=&perimeter=&text=&categories=biodiversite&categories=forets&apply_before=&is_charged=all&action=search-filter
https://aides-territoires.beta.gouv.fr/programmes/fonds-vert/?integration=&targeted_audiences=&perimeter=&text=&categories=biodiversite&categories=forets&apply_before=&is_charged=all&action=search-filter
https://aides-territoires.beta.gouv.fr/programmes/fonds-vert/?integration=&targeted_audiences=&perimeter=&text=&categories=biodiversite&categories=forets&apply_before=&is_charged=all&action=search-filter
https://aides-territoires.beta.gouv.fr/programmes/fonds-vert/?integration=&targeted_audiences=&perimeter=&text=&categories=biodiversite&categories=forets&apply_before=&is_charged=all&action=search-filter
https://aides-territoires.beta.gouv.fr/programmes/fonds-vert/?integration=&targeted_audiences=&perimeter=&text=&categories=biodiversite&categories=forets&apply_before=&is_charged=all&action=search-filter
https://aides-territoires.beta.gouv.fr/programmes/fonds-vert/?integration=&targeted_audiences=&perimeter=&text=&categories=biodiversite&categories=forets&apply_before=&is_charged=all&action=search-filter
https://aides-territoires.beta.gouv.fr/programmes/fonds-vert/?integration=&targeted_audiences=&perimeter=&text=&categories=biodiversite&categories=forets&apply_before=&is_charged=all&action=search-filter
https://aides-territoires.beta.gouv.fr/aides/dfeb-accompagner-la-strategie-nationale-biodiversi/
https://aides-territoires.beta.gouv.fr/aides/dfeb-accompagner-la-strategie-nationale-biodiversi/
https://aides-territoires.beta.gouv.fr/aides/dfeb-accompagner-la-strategie-nationale-biodiversi/
https://aides-territoires.beta.gouv.fr/aides/dfeb-accompagner-la-strategie-nationale-biodiversi/
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Funding Managing Contact Scope of Financing Additional Examples of
instrument institution Information support vehicles information relevant
(website) (scale, time projects
horizon funded
advisory
services if
available)
Nature Brittany Contrat Supporting Depending on | This initiative
Contract Region Nature, see projects the panel, the | is composed
website concerning amount of the | of three
the regional different
preservation funding panels:
of the natural (subvention) )
heritage and varies and can Panel 1.
biodiversity in | reach Green and
Brittany. blue nature
up to 60 % of | contract;
project costs. Panel 2:
This funding Territorial
source can be | nature
combined with | contract; and
the ERDF. Panel 3:
Thematic
nature
contract.
Green Bank of Banque des Supporting Loan
Recovery Territories Territoires, local
Loan see website authorities to
finance
projects
concerning
biodiversity.
Assistance Department of | Département Encouraging Public funding | This
and support the Charente dela the source, subvention is
for the Charente, see | reconstitution | subvention part of the
planting of website of coherent “Charente
hedges and hedgerows to Avenir
trees boost Recovery
(outside biodiversity, Plan” adopted
forests) regulate the in order to deal

water regime,
and protect
soils from
erosion.

with the
COVID-19
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https://www.bretagne.bzh/aides/fiches/contrat-nature/
https://www.banquedesterritoires.fr/pret-relance-verte
https://aides-territoires.beta.gouv.fr/aides/b68a-accompagner-et-soutenir-la-plantation-de-haie/

#3BillionTrees

Funding
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Contact
Information
(website)

Scope of
support

Financing
vehicles

Additional
information
(scale, time

horizon
advisory
services if
available)

crisis 28 |
Among the
scopes of this
Plan, the
ecological
transition
plays a key
role.

Beneficiaries
of the
subvention
include
communes,
associations,
farmers,
owners of
agricultural
plots, and
public
establishment
S.

WE GROW
TOGETHER

i

Examples of
relevant
projects
funded

CDC
Biodiversity

Regional
Agencies

CDC
Biodiversité,
see website

Agence
Centrale, see
website

Agence Est,
see website

Promoting and
co-financing
the
implementatio
n of nature-
based
solutions that
will contribute
to the
achievements
the goals by
2050 on
biodiversity,
and climate

Public funding
source,
subvention

Funding
instrument for
‘Programme
Nature 2050’

Beneficiaries:

e Commu
nes;

e Inter-
municipa
lities:

25 Charente Avenir Recovery Plan, April 2021.
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https://aides-territoires.beta.gouv.fr/aides/e60c-soutenir-la-mise-en-place-de-solutions-fondee/
https://www.cdc-biodiversite.fr/category/agence-centrale/
https://www.cdc-biodiversite.fr/portfolio_tag/agence-est/
https://www.charente.gouv.fr/content/download/38160/232221/file/20210402_accord_departemental_relance_v3_signe.pdf
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Funding Managing Contact Scope of Financing Additional Examples of
instrument institution Information support vehicles information relevant
(website) (scale, time projects
horizon funded
advisory
services if
available)
change. e Departm
Agence ents;
Hauts-de- e Regions;
France, see
website »  Public
- establish
ments;
Agence ° State
Nouvelle- services:
Aquitaine, see
website e  Associati
ons;
. Farmers;
Agence Sud-
Est littoral Overseas
Méditerranée, collectivities
see website with special
status.
Regional Regional Website Supporting Grants or For the period
Water Water projects loans, calls for | 2019-2024,
Agencies Agencies concerning proposals. the six
Agence de aquatic Regional
'eau Adour- ecosystems Water
Garonne. see | restoration Agencies
website and the have been
accomplishme allocated a
nts of the budget of
Agence de Good EUR 12
I'eau Artois- Ecological million.
Picardie. see | Status as laid
website down in the
- Water
Framework
Agence de Directive
I'eau Loire-
Bretagne, see
website
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https://www.cdc-biodiversite.fr/notre-equipe/?filter=true&agence=ahf
https://www.cdc-biodiversite.fr/category/agence-nouvelle-aquitaine/
https://www.cdc-biodiversite.fr/category/agence-sud-est-littoral-mediterrannee/
https://www.lesagencesdeleau.fr/les-agences-de-leau/moyens-dactions
https://www.lesagencesdeleau.fr/les-agences-de-leau/moyens-dactions
https://www.lesagencesdeleau.fr/les-agences-de-leau/moyens-dactions
https://www.lesagencesdeleau.fr/les-agences-de-leau/moyens-dactions
https://eau-grandsudouest.fr/
https://www.eau-artois-picardie.fr/
https://agence.eau-loire-bretagne.fr/
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relevant
projects
funded

Agence de
I'eau Rhin-
Meuse, see
website
Agence de
I'eau Rhoéne
Méditerranée
Corse : see
website
Agence de
I'eau Seine-
Normandie,
see website
Ecological Fondation de Fondation de Supporting Grant, based
transition France France, see projects on calls for
programme — website concerning proposals.
Fondation de environmental
France and social
issues.
Aux arbres France Nature | France Nature | Supporting Grant, based
citoyens — Environment Environnemen | projects on calls for
France t, see website | concerning proposals.
Nature the forests.
Environemen
t
Tree fund — Yves Rocher Fonds pour Supporting Grant
Yves Rocher Foundation L’Arbres, see local tree and
and Afac- website hedge
Agroforesterie planting
s projects.
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https://www.eau-rhin-meuse.fr/
https://www.eaurmc.fr/
http://www.eau-seine-normandie.fr/
https://www.fondationdefrance.org/fr/climat-et-biodiversite
https://fne.asso.fr/actualites/aux-arbres-citoyens-74-projets-en-lice-partout-en-france
https://fondspourlarbre.fr/
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(website) (scale, time projects
horizon funded
advisory
services if
available)
FNO-Act for French Forest | Un Fonds Supporting
the Forest National pour protéger | tree planting
Endowment Office nos foréts, and
fund see website biodiversity
projects.
Bas-Carbon Ministry of Bas-Carbone | Agriculture, Carbon offset | The price of See more
Ecological agroforestry, credits the tonne of information
Transition CO2is sethy | and examples
mutual on this
agreement, website
depending

mainly on the
project costs;
The first
projects have
a price per ton
between EUR
30 and 50
euros;
Financing can
be provided at
the beginning,
during or at
the end of the
project after
the verification
by an
independent
auditor.
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https://www.onf-agirpourlaforet.fr/agir/nos-domaines-d-intervention/+/3e::agir-pour-la-biodiversite.html
https://bas-carbone.com/
https://www.agoterra.com/articles/label-bas-carbone-agriculture-pour-quoi-pour-qui-et-quels-revenus

FINANCING SOURCES IN
GERMANY



Abbreviations used

BfN Federal Agency for Nature Conservation
BMEL Federal Ministry of Food and Agriculture
BMUV Federal Ministry for the Environment, Nature Conservation, Nuclear Safety and

Consumer Protection

BMWK Federal Ministry of Economics and Climate Protection
CAP Common Agriculture Policy

CF Cohesion Fund

DBU German Federal Environmental Foundation
EAFRD European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development
ERDF European Regional Development Fund

ESF European Social Fund

EU European Union

JTF Just Transition Fund

FRM Forest reproductive material

FGR Forest genetic resources

GRRP German Recovery and Resilience Plan

RRF Recovery and Resilience Facility
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Projects for biodiversity, climate and nature in
Germany are mainly funded by the following three
sources:

. Programmes using EU shared funding
instruments as well as other dedicated EU
funds, such as the LIFE programme;

. National and regional funding options;
. Public and private foundations.

Widespread funding sources under shared
management at EU level are the European
Regional Development Fund (ERDF), the Cohesion
Fund (CF), and the European Agricultural Fund for
Rural Development (EAFRD). Funding from these
is distributed through Programmes, such as the
Programme  Environment and the Rural
Development Programme. Directly managed funds
such as the LIFE Programme and Horizon Europe
are also used, as well as funds from Biodiversa+ -
the European Biodiversity Partnership. The
European Investment Bank provides direct loans
and other types of assistance for green and
innovative projects.

At national level, the federal budget is allocated to
different ministries for specific funding programmes
for biodiversity, climate and nature conservation.
While the Federal Ministry for the Environment,
Nature Conservation, Nuclear Safety and
Consumer Protection (BMUV) provides
programmes in support of the National Strategy for
Biological Diversity, wilderness, floodplain and
climate perspectives, the Federal Ministry of Food
and Agriculture provides programmes for
competitive and sustainable agriculture and forestry
(e.g. in the context of climate change). As Germany
is a federal country, many additional funding options
are available at regional level that are well adapted
to the regional perspectives.

Beyond the official funding options, there is a wide
landscape of public and private foundations as well
as lotteries that provide funding for biodiversity,
climate or nature conservation related projects. This
allows a broad range of different actors to apply for
funding, such as individual landowners,
associations, NGOs, municipalities, and others.

The following sections provide some information
about funding opportunities potentially relevant for
tree planting in Germany divided into EU funding
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sources under shared management, EU funding
sources under direct management, national funding
sources, and innovative funding sources. These
sections are followed with a summary table, which
includes practical links and contact information
allowing the potential beneficiaries to identify
suitable financing sources for their tree planting
initiatives.

EU Funding sources
under shared
management

-

The European Union’s funds, such as the ERDF,
the EAFRD, the Just Transition Fund (JTF) and
the European Social Fund Plus (ESF+), aim to
reinforce economic, social, and territorial solidarity
(or “cohesion”) in the EU. They are among the
most used financing sources for projects
concerning climate and nature in Germany.
Germany receives around EUR 2.5 billion in the
funding period 2021-2027 from the JTF, which will
be used in Brandenburg, North Rhine-Westphalia,
Saxony and Saxony-Anhalt for future-oriented
structural change in lignite mining regions and in
areas severely affected by the phase-out of coal-
fired power generation and oil processing. The
funding is intended to help restructure the
economy, secure employment opportunities as
well as training and continuing education for the
workforce and overcome ecological challenges
(BMWK, 2023). Due to its level of economic
development, Germany does not receive any
funding from the CF.

Finances from the ERDF and JTF are distributed
through dedicated Programmes of the 16 states
(“Lander”). While the Lander programmes differ,
major funding areas are innovation, infrastructure,
nature, sustainable cities, social perspectives, risk
management, climate change and adaptation
projects. Municipalities and regional governments,
NGOs, scientific institutes, universities, among
others, are eligible to apply for funding for projects.
Currently, 12 state-specific ERDF-Programmes
are being implemented. The remaining four
eastern-German Lander are classified as
“transitional regions”. The Ministry of Economic
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Affairs, Industry, Climate Protection and Energy of
the State of North Rhine-Westphalia offers a
database of good practice examples (Ministry of
Economic Affairs, Industry, Climate Protection and
Energy, 2023).

In addition, for the funding period 2023 to 2027,
the national CAP strategic plan replaces the
previous rural development programmes of the
Lander28é, It is funded by the EU and supported by
national funding. For the current period,

EUR 30 billion (covering EU support within both
the EAFRD and EAGF) are available to support
farmers and other beneficiaries (BMEL, 2022). The
Strategic Plan of Germany was approved by the
Commission in November 2022 and serves as the
basis for the new funding period starting in 2023.
The second pilar of the plan includes 11 EAFRD
interventions targeting nature friendly forest
management, compensation for afforestation and
climate protection on agricultural land, among
other topics. While the interventions under the
EAGF do not directly address forestry, there are
interventions under eco-schemes that are relevant
in terms of climate change issues, for example
maintenance of agroforestry. This plan strengthens
action for biodiversity and climate adaptation.
(BMEL, 2022).

Managing authorities are:

. Federal Ministry for Economic Affairs and
Energy (BMWK) for EUfunding;

. Federal Ministry of Food and Agriculture
(BMEL) for EAFRD and EAGF funding.

EU Funding sources
O\ :
‘@§ under direct
management
|

Directly managed funds at EU level are another
funding source that can be used for tree planting.
The LIFE Programme 2021-2027 provides
operating grants to public or private bodies and
organisations, state institutions and NGOs, and

286 It should be noted that the Strategic Plan covers not only
EAFRD funding for rural development interventions but also

,,,,,,
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includes four different sub-programmes, e.g. for
nature and biodiversity as well as for climate
protection and adaptation. Advisory service on the
LIFE-Environment funding programme is given by
Zukunft — Umwelt — Gesellschaft (ZUG) gGmbH on
behalf of the BMUV. Notable projects include (see
also Box below):

. LIFE project “Forests and Meadows near
Burbach and Neunkirchen”;

. LIFE project "City-Forest-Brooks™;
.  LIFE project “Forest fit for future”.

Biodiversity-relevant projects in Germany are
also funded through grants from the Horizon
Europe programme (National Contact Point:
Federal Ministry of Education and Research
(BMBF). Most recent and relevant include,
among others, EUFORE and OptFORESTS (see
Box below).

Exemplary projects funded by LIFE and
Horizon

LIFE

. LIFE project " Siegerland’s cultural
and natural landscapes” (LIFE 4
Siegerlandscapes) started in 2022 and
entails EUR 4.2 million of funding for
further rehabilitating and developing of
this area, which includes the
reforestation of deciduous forests with
native tree species. The project duration
is six years. The largest share of the
funding is provided by the EU, the state
of NRW and the NRW Foundation. The
district is one of the co-financers with
EUR 136 000. (European Commission,
2023a)

. LIFE project "City-Forest-Brooks" is
implemented during 2019-2027 and will
create new alluvial forest areas in
Augsburg's municipal forest. As part of
this project, favourable conditions are
now being created for light floodplain

EAGF for direct payments interventions, and sectoral
interventions.



https://www.efre.nrw.de/daten-fakten/gute-praxisbeispiele/
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forest areas at two locations in the city
forest. It is a nature conservation project
funded with EUR 6.6 million. 60% of the
total budget is financed by the EU, the
Free State of Bavaria and the Bavarian
Nature Conservation Fund each finance
15%, and the city contributes 10% on its
own. (European Commission, 2023b)

LIFE project “Forest fit for future”
(LIFEFORFIT) is being implemented in
the years 2020-2028. While primarily
focused on Danish restoration, it also
implements activities in the Schleswig-
Holstein forests. The total budget is over
EUR 13 million, the EU support
amounts to EUR 7.2 million. (European
Commission, 2023c)

Horizon Europe

EUFORE (2022-2026): European
FOREST Research and Innovation
Ecosystem. A Horizon Europe grant to
assess and outline research needs, and
provide a platform for increased R&l
cooperation, coordination and joint
funding for forestry and the forest-based
sector, thus supporting the
implementation of the new EU forest
strategy. EU funding contribution:

EUR 4 million. (European Commission,
2023d)

OptFORESTS (2022-2027):
OptFORESTS will support the
conservation and sustainable use of
forest genetic resources FGR by:

i) conducting research on the selection
of diverse forest reproductive material
(FRM), including mixtures, adapted to
future climates, ii) fostering sustainable
use and resilience of natural forests, iii)
helping expand and diversify nursery
production, iv) developing nature-based
solutions (NBS), tools (e.g. expanded
Information Systems) and cultural
trajectories to promote forest
biodiversity, and v) demonstrating
biodiversity restoration solutions. EU

287 “Nature’s Integration in Cities’ Hydrologies, Ecologies and
Societies” (NICHES)
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funding contribution: EUR 8 million.
(European Commission, 2023e)

The European Biodiversity Partnership
Biodiversa+ (prior Biodiversa), co-funded by
several countries and the EU has also provided
support for projects in Germany, such as the
project “Nature’s Integration in Cities’ Hydrologies,
Ecologies and Societies” (NICHES)?%7,

In addition, Germany has submitted its German
Recovery and Resilience Plan (GRRP) to the
European Commission to receive funds from the
Recovery and Resilience Facility (RRF). Funded
measures cover a broad spectrum, from
decarbonisation by means of renewable hydrogen,
to climate-friendly mobility and construction (BMF,
2023). The funding volume for Germany from the
RRF amounts to approximately EUR 25 billion.

. National funding
sources

National and regional funding for environmental
protection, water management and climate
resilience constitutes another important source of
funding for biodiversity-related projects in
Germany. The BMUYV provides different funding
options for nature conservation and restoration.
This includes the national funding programme in
support of the National Strategy for Biological
Diversity, called the Federal Biodiversity
Program. This funding was established in 2011
and targets projects that are of national importance
within the framework of the National Strategy on
Biological Diversity (BfN, 2023a). Another
important funding for nature is the Federal
Programme “chance.natur” that, since 1979,
supports the preservation of parts of the landscape
that are particularly significant and worthy of
protection nationwide. Until now, 88 projects have
been supported with a total amount of

EUR 500 million. Its current annual budget is
EUR 15 million (BMUV, 2023). Project examples


https://www.niches-project.eu/about
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include:

e lLarge-scale nature conservation project
Bienwald: after a 17-year funding period,
the unique biotope and species resources
of the Bienwald region have been secured
on 17768 ha with a total funding of
EUR 12.1 million. (BfN, 2023b)

e Large-scale nature conservation project
Thiringer Kuppenrhon: this new project
intends to protect nature along the former
inner-German border between Thuringia
and Hesse, the so-called "Green Belt”,
covering a 112-kilometre section of the
Green Belt. The federal government is
currently funding the project with around
EUR 725 000 during the initial three-year
planning phase. Several million euros are
earmarked for the subsequent
implementation phase. (BfN, 2023c)

Additional funding options for nature conservation
and restoration are the Wilderness fund, the
Floodplain Funding Program and the Forest
Climate Fund (see section 2.1.4 for more
information).

Other important funding options include the GAK
funding system "Improvement of Agricultural
Structure and Coastal Protection”. It is the most
important national funding instrument for efficient,
competitive agriculture and forestry geared to
future requirements, coastal protection and vital
rural areas (BMEL, 2023a). It is coordinated by the
Federal Ministry of Food and Agriculture (BMEL)
and provides national co-financing of the CAP
interventions supported by the EAFRD. Another
funding programme called “climate-adapted forest
management”, coordinated by the BMEL, targets
the necessary adaption of forests with a

28 This public foundation was established in 1989 to use the
proceeds from the sale of the federally owned Salzgitter AG,
building a capital of close to EUR 1.3 billion. Since its
establishment, it has supported more than 10 600 projects with
a funding volume of around EUR 1.97 billion. Today, the
foundation's capital is around EUR 2.4 billion.

29 According to Section 16 (1) of the Federal Nature
Conservation Act (BNatSchG), compensation and replacement
measures can be specifically stockpiled since the amendment
of the Federal Nature Conservation Act in 2010: "Nature
conservation and landscape management measures that have
been carried out with regard to anticipated interventions are to
be recognized as compensation or replacement measures [...]"
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EUR 900 million earmarked government budget
until 2026 (BMEL,2023a). However, as Germany is
a federal country, many additional funding options
are available at regional level. These are often
targeted at region-specific challenges (e.g.
droughts, floods, mountainous environments).
Moreover, the regional level is the executive level
for many EU and federal state-funded programmes
and initiatives, (see the summary table for the list
of examples and contact information).

LY L4
IO\

Innovative funding
sources

In Germany, funds for nature protection and
restoration projects are often generated by private
or public foundations, see extensive list below in
section 2.1.4. These are based on private
donations from philanthropists, companies or
established by environmental NGOs to acquire
funding for their projects. As one example, the
German Federal Environmental Foundation (DBU)
is one of the biggest foundations in Europe
promoting innovative, exemplary and solution-
oriented projects for the protection of the
environment, with a special focus on small and
medium-sized enterprises?8® (DBU, 2023).

Another innovative financing option is using eco-
accounts that refers to the targeted stockpiling of
compensatory and replacement measures
(biodiversity offsets). These can later be credited
as compensation measures in the event of
subsequent interventions in nature and the
landscape. In Germany, they are formulated in the
German Nature Protection Law (BNatSchG289)

(816 para. 1 BNatSchG). Certain requirements must be met for
the use of eco-account measures as compensation and
replacement measures under nature conservation law. Eco-
accounts are further are formulated in §16 No. 2 BNatSchG as
follows: The stockpiling of early compensatory and replacement
measures by means of eco-accounts, land pools or other
measures, in particular the recording, valuation or booking of
early compensatory and replacement measures in eco-
accounts, their need for approval and tradability, and the
transfer of responsibility under section 15(4) to third parties
carrying out early compensatory and replacement measures,
shall be governed by Land law. [...].
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further concretised by the L&nder in state law (e.g.
in Baden-Wurttemberg as dedicated regulation
(OKVO29). The instrument can be used by
municipalities or private companies and
landowners.

Other available funding sources include lotteries,
at national and regional level. This includes, for
instance, the German Postcode Lottery (private
lottery with state licence) that was founded in 2016
and supported over 4 000 green and social
projects with more than EUR 150 million since
then. 30% of the money gained from the lottery
participation is attributed to these projects. Another
lottery is the regional Environmental Lottery
GENAU, which is state owned. The projects that
can be selected as winners are very local projects
from environmental associations, clubs or simply
private initiatives and awarded with EUR 5 000.

Since 2020, the German government has been
issuing green bonds, thus promoting the market for
green financial products. The twin bond concept
makes the value of green investments visible to
investors (Bundesrepublik Deutschland —
Finanzagentur GmbH, 2023).

While crowdfunding initiatives are not very
common in Germany, there are some examples of
such funding in the past (e.g. in the forest of the
Harz Mountains (Harzer Wandernadel GmbH,
2022)).

290 The OKVO of Baden-Wurttemberg is coordinated by the
Ministry for the Environment, Climate and Energy Management
Baden-Wurttemberg.
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Summary of funding sources

-
~

Funding
instrument

T iy

I [ «

Contact
Information
(website)

Managing
institution

EU funding under shared management

Scope of
support

Financing
vehicles

Additional
information
(scale, time
horizon
advisory
services if
available)
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TOGETHER

i

Examples of
relevant
projects
funded

EAFRD, Federal See website Food security, | Grants and Support for
EAGF and Ministry of of Federal biodiversity, subsidies farmers and
national Food and Ministry of organic rural
contributions | Agriculture Food and farming, stakeholders
(BMEL) Agriculture climate under the
(BMEL) resilience, etc. German CAP
Strategic Plan;
See EU CAP current
MF’”( funding period
website 2023-2027
ERDF, ESF, Federal Ministry for Just transition, | Mostly grants, | Information
JTF Ministry for Economic climate other financial | about ERDF
Economic Affairs and mitigation and | instruments funding in
Affairs and Energy adaptation, such as loans | division into
Energy Department ID | afforestation, or loan focus areas
(BMWK) 2, see website | natural risk guarantees (including
prevention, are also nature and
urban possible climate), see
Contacts of development website

the federal
states can be
accessed here

Programmes
2021-2027 at

Lander level:

Baden-
Wurttemberg,
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https://www.bmel.de/EN/Home/home_node.html
https://www.bmel.de/EN/Home/home_node.html
https://www.bmel.de/EN/Home/home_node.html
https://www.bmel.de/EN/Home/home_node.html
https://www.bmel.de/EN/Home/home_node.html
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/countries/germany_en
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/countries/germany_en
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/countries/germany_en
https://www.bmwk.de/Redaktion/EN/Artikel/Europe/eu-cohesion-and-structural-policy.html
https://www.bmwk.de/Redaktion/DE/Artikel/Europa/eu-kohaesions-und-strukturpolitik.html#A7
https://eu-kommunal-kompass.de/
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€ M [ « [

Funding Managing Contact Scope of Financing Additional Examples of
instrument institution Information support vehicles information relevant
(website) (scale, time projects

horizon funded
advisory
services if
available)

Coordination:
Ministry for
Food, Rural
Area and
Consumer
Protection,
see website

Bavaria,
Coordination:
State Ministry
for Research
and Art, see
website

Berlin, Senate
Administration
on Economy,
Energy and
Businesses,
see website

Bremen,
Coordination:
Senate
Administration
for Economy,
Work and
Europe, see
website

Hamburg,
Coordination:
Administration
for Economy
and
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https://2021-27.efre-bw.de/operationelles-programm/
https://www.stmwk.bayern.de/ministerium/bund-und-europa/efre-programm/foerderzeitraum-2021-2027.html
https://www.berlin.de/sen/wirtschaft/gruenden-und-foerdern/europaeische-strukturfonds/efre-foerderperiode-2021-2027/
https://www.efre-bremen.de/foerderperiode-2021-2027/programm-2021-2027-32026
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€ fi Bl « & i

Funding Managing Contact Scope of Financing Additional Examples of
instrument institution Information support vehicles information relevant
(website) (scale, time projects

horizon funded
advisory
services if
available)

Innovation,
see website

Hessen,
Coordination:
Ministry for
Economy,
Energy,
Transport and
Living, see
website

Lower
Saxony,
Coordination:
Ministry for
Federal and
European
Affairs and
Regional
Development,
see website

North Rhine-
Westphalia,
Coordination:
Ministry for
Economy,
Industry,
Climate
Protection and
Energy, see
website

Rhineland-
Pfalz,
Coordination:
Ministry for
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https://www.hamburg.de/efre/foerderprogramm-2021-2027/
https://wirtschaft.hessen.de/wirtschaft/efre-europaeischer-strukturfonds/foerderung-2021-2027
https://www.europa-fuer-niedersachsen.niedersachsen.de/startseite/regionen_und_foerderung/efre_und_esf/
https://www.efre.nrw.de/europaeische-kohaesionspolitik-ab-2021/efre/jtf-programm-nrw-2021-2027-1/
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€ fi Bl « & i

Funding Managing Contact Scope of Financing Additional Examples of
instrument institution Information support vehicles information relevant
(website) (scale, time projects

horizon funded
advisory
services if
available)

Economy,
Transport,
Agriculture
and
Viticulture,
see website

Saarland,
Coordination:
Ministry for
Economy,
Innovation,
Digital and
Energy, see
website

Schleswig-
Holstein,
Coordination:

Thuringia,
Coordination:
Ministry for
Economy,
Science and
Digital
Society, see
website

Ministry of
Economy,
Transport,
Labor,
Technology
and Tourism,
see website
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https://efre.rlp.de/foerderperiode-2021-2027
https://www.saarland.de/mwide/DE/portale/wirtschaft/strukturfondsfoerderung/efre/efre20212027/efre20212027_node.html
https://www.efre-thueringen.de/
https://www.schleswig-holstein.de/DE/landesregierung/themen/wirtschaft/lpw/efre_programm/efre_2021-2027/efreprogramm-2021-2027_node.html
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€ fi Bl « & i

Funding Managing Contact Scope of Financing Additional Examples of
instrument institution Information support vehicles information relevant
(website) (scale, time projects

horizon funded
advisory
services if
available)

JTF-
Programmes/i
nitiatives
2021-2027 at
state level:

Brandenburg,
Coordination:
Ministry for
Economy,
Work and
Energy, see
website

North Rhine-
Westphalia,
Coordination:
Ministry for
Economy,
Industry,
Climate
Protection and
Energy, see
website

Saxony,
Coordination:
Ministry for
Economy,
Work and
Transport, see
website

Saxony
Anhalt,
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https://efre.brandenburg.de/efre/de/foerderperiode-2021-2027/just-transition-fund/
https://www.efre.nrw.de/europaeische-kohaesionspolitik-ab-2021/efrenrw-2021-2027/just-transition-fund/
https://www.smwa.sachsen.de/start-des-neuen-eu-foerderprogramms-jtf-fuer-saechsische-braunkohleregionen-7382.html
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Examples of
relevant
projects
funded

Coordination:
unclear, see
website
EU funding sources under direct management
LIFE Federal Advisory Nature Grants Current See list of
Ministry for service on the | protection, funding period | exemplary
the LIFE- climate 2021-2027 LIFE projects
Environment, Environment protection, Inf . in Box
Nature funding circular nborTEItllgg
Conservation, | program (on economy, abou .
Nuclear behalf of the energy p6rogramme in
Safety and BMUV) transition eg‘“_f‘”y’ see
Consumer website
Protection
(BMUV) Zukunft —
Umwelt —
Gesellschaft
(ZUG) gGmbH
LIFE-
Programme
+49 228 993
054 363
life@z-u-g.or
website
. . Information .
Horizon Federal Federal Innovative Grants b See list of
Europe Ministry of Ministry of projects, about exemplary
Education and | Education and | including funding Horizon
Research Research projects opportunities projects in
(BMBF) (BMBF) re.lated to can be found Box
cllmate. on the
protection and bsi ¢
National health websites o
Contact Points the national
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https://strukturwandel.sachsen-anhalt.de/beteiligung/news-detail/auftaktveranstaltung-zu-den-deutschen-foerderprogrammen-des-fonds-fuer-einen-gerechten-uebergang-just-transition-fund
tel:+49%20228%20993%20054%20363
tel:+49%20228%20993%20054%20363
mailto:life@z-u-g.org
https://www.z-u-g.org/strategische-aufgaben/beratung-zum-eu-life-programm/
https://www.z-u-g.org/strategische-aufgaben/beratung-zum-eu-life-programm/life-beratungsstelle/
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Funding Managing Contact Scope of Financing Additional Examples of
instrument institution Information support vehicles information relevant
(website) (scale, time projects
horizon funded
advisory
services if
available)
(NCP) for contact
Horizon point;
Europe, see
website See website
and
see website
Recovery Federal Federal Climate- German Total RRF Four
and Ministry of Ministry of friendly Recovery and | funding is lighthouse
Resilience Finance Finance, see measures, Resilience around projects of the
Facility (RRF) | (BMF) website digitalization, Plan (GRRP) EUR 25 billion | federal
social government,
participation e.g.on
digitalization
and building
with wood
National funding
Federal BMUV Program Implementatio | Grants The guidelines | Project
Biodiversity Office Federal | n of the were last database
Program Program on national updated in
Biological strategy for July 2021,
Diversity biological federal
diversity, funding is
% following max. 75%.
== focus topics
programmbue
ro-
bpbv@dir.de
website
Chance.natur | BMUV Federal Large-scale Grants Federal
Agency for nature funding is
Nature conservation approx. 75%.
Conservation projects
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https://www.horizont-europa.de/de/Gesamtubersicht-2664.html
https://www.nks-bio-umw.de/
https://www.nks-kem.de/aktuelles/news/nks_kem_on_demand_2023
https://www.bundesfinanzministerium.de/Content/DE/Standardartikel/Themen/Europa/DARP/deutscher-aufbau-und-resilienzplan.html
https://www.bundesfinanzministerium.de/Content/DE/Standardartikel/Themen/Europa/DARP/Leuchtturm-Projekte/endgeraete-fuer-lehrkraefte.html
https://www.bundesfinanzministerium.de/Content/DE/Standardartikel/Themen/Europa/DARP/Leuchtturm-Projekte/klimafreundliches-bauen-mit-holz.html
https://www.bundesfinanzministerium.de/Content/DE/Standardartikel/Themen/Europa/DARP/Leuchtturm-Projekte/klimafreundliches-bauen-mit-holz.html
mailto:programmbuero-bpbv@dlr.de
mailto:programmbuero-bpbv@dlr.de
mailto:programmbuero-bpbv@dlr.de
https://www.bfn.de/hintergrund-bpbv
https://www.bfn.de/projektsteckbriefe?f%5B0%5D=project_type%3A377
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Funding Managing Contact Scope of Financing Additional Examples of
instrument institution Information support vehicles information relevant
(website) (scale, time projects
horizon funded
advisory
services if
available)
0228 8491-
1011
website
i Advisory .
Wilderness BMUV . Focus on Grants The current Project
fund Service on wilderness funding period | database
the fund (on areas (min. ends in
behalf of the 500 ha) December
BMUV) 2030
Zukunft —
Umwelt —
Gesellschaft
(ZUG)
gGmbH, see
website
Floodplain BMUV Federal Floodplains, Grants Federal Project
Funding Agency for alluvial funding is profiles
Program Nature forests, approx. 75%.
Conservation, | meadows
see website
foerderprogra
mm-auen-
bbd@bfn.de
GAK funding | BMEL Part of the e.g. Forests Grants A joint
system national (Funding framework
"Improvemen implementatio | area 5), plan is drawn
t of n of the EU extreme up by the
Agricultural Common events, federal and
Structure and Agriculture climate state
Coastal Policy adaptation, governments
Protection” for the period
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https://www.bfn.de/verfahren-ngp
https://www.z-u-g.org/wildnisfonds/
https://www.z-u-g.org/wildnisfonds/projekte/
https://www.bfn.de/foerderprogramm-bbd
mailto:foerderprogramm-auen-bbd@bfn.de
mailto:foerderprogramm-auen-bbd@bfn.de
mailto:foerderprogramm-auen-bbd@bfn.de
https://www.bfn.de/projektsteckbriefe?f%5B0%5D=project_type%3A382
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Managing
institution

-

Contact
Information
(website)

Federal
Ministry of
Food and
Agriculture
(BMEL), see
website

Contact
offices in the
different
federal states,
see website

Scope of
support

ecosystem
services

Financing
vehicles

Additional
information
(scale, time

horizon
advisory
services if
available)

of a four-year
financial plan.
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i

Examples of
relevant
projects
funded

Funding
programme
"Climate-
adapted
forest
management

BMEL

Official
internet portal
from Climate-
adapted forest
management,
coordinated
by Agency for
Renewable
Resources
(FNR), see
website

Climate
adaptation,
sustainable
land
management

Public funds
to support
public and
private entities
via grants

EUR 900 milli
on earmarked
government
budget until
2026

Forest
Climate Fund

BMUV, BMEL

Official
internet portal
from
Waldklimafon
ds,
coordinated
by Agency for
Renewable
Resources
(FNR), see
website

Nature
protection,
biodiversity,
climate
adaptation of
forests

Public funds
to support
public and
private entities
via grants

Continuous
financing

Project

database
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https://www.bmel.de/DE/themen/laendliche-regionen/foerderung-des-laendlichen-raumes/gemeinschaftsaufgabe-agrarstruktur-kuestenschutz/gak-rechtsgrundlagen.html
https://www.bmel.de/DE/themen/laendliche-regionen/foerderung-des-laendlichen-raumes/gemeinschaftsaufgabe-agrarstruktur-kuestenschutz/gak-landesministerien-links.html
https://www.klimaanpassung-wald.de/
https://www.waldklimafonds.de/foerderung/
https://www.waldklimafonds.de/foerderung/ausgewaehlte-projekte/projekte/nawi0
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Regional funding (examples)

-

Contact
Information
(website)

Scope of
support

Financing
vehicles

Additional

information

(scale, time
horizon

advisory
services if
available)
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Examples of
relevant
projects
funded

Forestry Ministry of Ministry of Forest Grant Beneficiaries
Directive Agriculture, Agriculture, conservation of forest
Brandenburg | Environment Environment conversion
Forest and Climate and Climate permits under
conservation | Protection of Protection of Section 8 of
levy (WEA) the State of the State of the State
Brandenburg Brandenburg Forest Act
(LWaldG)
have to pay
Department 3 financial
- Rural compensation.
Development, These funds
Agriculture are used to
and Forestry improve the
Unit 35 protective and
) recreational
website function of the
+49 331 866- forest.
7679
Forestry Ministry of Information: Forest Grant A total of
Guidance, Science, Support conversion EUR 10.2 milli
Sachsen- Energy, forestry staff and on will be
Anhalt Climate at the State conservation, available for
Protection and | Center for among others this purpose
Environment Forests, see until 2023
of the State of | website
Sachsen -
Anhalt
Application:
Regional
offices for
Agriculture,
Land

Consolidation
and Forestry
in Sachsen-
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https://mluk.brandenburg.de/mluk/de/landwirtschaft/forst/waldeigentum/forstliche-foerderung/
https://landeszentrumwald.sachsen-anhalt.de/ueber-uns/kontakt/betreuungsforstaemter
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Funding Managing Contact Scope of Financing Additional Examples of
instrument institution Information support vehicles information relevant
(website) (scale, time projects
horizon funded
advisory
services if
available)
Anhalt, see
website
Eco Federal states | Lower nature Stockpiling of | Contractual Continuous
Accounts conservation compensation | nature financing
authorities are | areas and conservation
the official measures for for landowner
contact points | future
and approving | interventions
bodies. in nature and
i landscape
Examples: (biodiversity
Baden- offsets)
Wirttemberg,
Ministry for
the
Environment,
Climate and
Energy
Management
Baden-
Wirttemberg:
Information
material, see
website
Bavaria,
Bavarian
State Office
for the
Environment,
see website
NRW NRW Official Nature, Grant Continuous Project
Foundation Foundation contact point homeland and financing database
culture and
supports
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https://alff.sachsen-anhalt.de/
https://rips-dienste.lubw.baden-wuerttemberg.de/rips/eingriffsregelung/apps/doc/materialien_oek.aspx
https://www.lfu.bayern.de/natur/oefka_oeko/oekokonto/index.htm
https://www.nrw-stiftung.de/kennenlernen/ansprechpartner.html
https://www.nrw-stiftung.de/entdecken/foerderprojekte.html
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Information
(website)
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Scope of
support

associations

Financing
vehicles

Additional

information

(scale, time
horizon

advisory
services if
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Examples of
relevant
projects
funded

and groups
Foundation Lower Saxony | Stiftung environmental | Grant on Continuous Project
Future Forest | State Forests | Zukunft Wald, | education and | regional level [ financing in database

see website species Lower-
conservation Saxonian
state forests

Earmarked funds and foundations from non-official institutions (examples in alphabetical order)
Allianz Allianz Official Climate- Grant Continuous
Environment | Foundation contact point neutrality, financing
al living planet
Foundation
Aktion AKTION Official Nature- Grant Continuous Project
Kulturland KULTURLAN | contact point protecting and financing database
Foundation D public welfare-

oriented

agriculture
Edmund Edmund Official Nature Grant Continuous Project
Siemers Siemers contact point protection, financing overview
Foundation Stiftung among other

topics
Environment | Umweltstiftun | Official Environmental | Grant Continuous Project
al g Michael Otto | contact point and nature financing database
Foundation protection,
Michael Otto sustainability
Foundation Stiftung Official nature Grant Continuous Project
Enterprise Unternehmen | contact point conservation, financing overview
Forest Wald environmental

education and
forest
research
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https://www.zukunftwald.de/
https://www.zukunftwald.de/weitere-projekte/
https://allianzfoundation.org/
https://www.aktion-kulturland.de/kontakt-datenschutz
https://www.aktion-kulturland.de/projekte/unsere-projekte
https://edmundsiemers-stiftung.de/
https://edmundsiemers-stiftung.de/aktuelles/
https://www.umweltstiftungmichaelotto.de/kontakt
https://www.umweltstiftungmichaelotto.de/initiativen
https://www.wald.de/ueber-die-stiftung/
https://www.rheinische-kulturlandschaft.de/themen-projekte/
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Funding Managing Contact Scope of Financing Additional Examples of
instrument institution Information support vehicles information relevant
(website) (scale, time projects
horizon funded
advisory
services if
available)
Foundation Stiftung Official Nature Local funding | Continuous
Schorfheide- | Schorfheide- contact point conservation via grant financing,
Chorin Chorin targeting the
Biosphere
reserve
German Deutsche Official Environmental | Grant Established by | Project
Federal Bundesstiftun | contact point protection the German database
Environment | g Umwelt government
al as a
Foundation foundation
(DBU) under civil
law,
continuous
financing, one
of the largest
foundations in
Europe
(current
capital:
EUR 2.4 billio
n)
Gute Wald Gute Wald Official Ecological Grant Continuous Project
Foundation Stiftung contact point silviculture financing example:
and forest Forest and
nature Kitas
conservation
Gregor Gregor Official Nature and Grant Continuous Project
Louisoder Louisoder contact point species financing, examples:
Environment Umweltstiftun protection, .
al g climate Bayern wild,
Foundation protection, Tatort Natur
agriculture
Heinz Heinz Official Nature and Grant Continuous
Sielmann Sielmann contact point species financing
Foundation Stiftung
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http://www.stiftung-schorfheide-chorin.de/
https://www.dbu.de/kontakt/
https://www.dbu.de/projekte/
https://www.gute-waldstiftung.de/startseite.html
https://www.gute-waldstiftung.de/unsere-projekte/begehbare-und-bespielbare-spechth%C3%B6hle.html
https://www.gute-waldstiftung.de/unsere-projekte/begehbare-und-bespielbare-spechth%C3%B6hle.html
https://www.umweltstiftung.com/
https://www.bayern-wild.de/
https://www.tatort-natur.de/
https://www.sielmann-stiftung.de/
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Funding Managing Contact Scope of Financing Additional Examples of
instrument institution Information support vehicles information relevant
(website) (scale, time projects
horizon funded
advisory
services if
available)
protection,
biodiversity
Manfred- Manfred- Official Environmental | Grant Continuous Project
Hermsen- Hermsen- contact point awareness, financing database
Foundation Stiftung nature
protection,
restoration
North Norddeutsche | Official Nature Grant Continuous Project
German Stiftung fiir contact point protection, financing, database
Foundation Umwelt und sustainability mainly funded
for Entwicklung by
Environment environmental
and lottery BINGO!
Development
Rhineland Stiftung Official Cultural Regional Continuous
Cultural Rheinische contact point landscape, funding via financing in
Landscape Kulturlandsch compensation, | grant the Rhineland
Foundation aft nature (North Rhine-
protection Westphalia)
Private funds / Donations
German Deutsche Official Nature Grant Supports Project
Postcode Postcode contact point conservation socially and examples
Lottery Lotterie and ecologically
environmental sustainable
protection projects (with
30% of the
revenue)
Umweltlotteri | LOTTO Official Environment Regional Supports Project
e GENAU Hessen contact point funding via environmental | examples
grant projects in
Hessen, fixed
weekly

support for a
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http://www.m-h-s.org/
http://www.m-h-s.org/de/projekte/
https://www.nue-stiftung.de/
https://www.nue-stiftung.de/nue-stiftung/gefoerderte-projekte
https://www.rheinische-kulturlandschaft.de/kontakt/
https://www.postcode-lotterie.de/
https://www.postcode-lotterie.de/projekte
https://www.genau-lotto.de/
https://www.genau-lotto.de/projekte/
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i

Examples of
relevant
projects
funded

Additional

information

(scale, time
horizon

Financing
vehicles

Contact
Information
(website)

Scope of
support

Managing
institution

Funding
instrument

advisory
services if
available)

project of
EUR 5 000.

Sparkassenst
iftungen

Sparkassen
Finance
Group

Official
contact point

Broad topics,
one focus is
environment

Grant

With over
750 foundatio
nsitis

Foundation

overview

Germany's
most active
corporate
group in terms
of donations
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https://www.dsgv.de/unsere-verantwortung/gesellschaftliches-engagement/stiftungen.html
https://www.sparkassenstiftungen.de/sparkassenstiftungen/stiftungen-finden/?no_cache=1

FINANCING SOURCES IN GREECE



Abbreviations used

CAP Common Agricultural Policy

CINEA European Climate, Infrastructure and Environment Executive Agency
EEA European Environment Agency

EAFRD European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development
ERDF European Regional Development Fund

ESF+ European Social Fund Plus

JTF Just Transition Fund

NCP National contact point

NGO Non-governmental organisation

NSRF National Strategic Reference Framework

RRF Recovery and Resilience Fund

RRP Recovery and Resilience Plan

VAT Value Added Tax
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Greece has a range of funding tools for
biodiversity, climate and nature protection. These
include funding tools at European and national
level, as well as innovative instruments, including
crowdfunding platforms, green bonds and
biodiversity offsets.

The following sections provide some brief
information on potential funding opportunities for
tree planting in Greece. They are followed by a
summary table of practical links and contact
information.

EU Funding sources
90
s under shared
management

For Cohesion Policy, the new National Strategic
Reference Framework (NSRF) for the years 2021
to 2027 (Eraipiko Zuupwvo lNepipepelakis
Avarrruéng 2021-2027) was approved by the
European Commission in July 2021. According to
the NSRF, a total of EUR 26.2 billion will be
made available to Greece over seven years, EUR
20.9 billion in EU support and EUR 5.3 billion of
national contribution?®!. The NSRF is divided into
different programmes, including one on
environment and climate change.

The managing authorities of the relevant sectors
of the NSRF include the Special Programme
Management Unit for Environment and Climate
Change and Civil Protection (Eidikn) Yrnpeoia
Aiaxeipiong MNpoypauudarwy «lepiBdrrov kai
KAiuatikny AAMayn» kai «lMoAimikn MNpooraciay),
under the authority of the Special Secretary for
the European Regional Development Fund
(ERDF) and Cohesion Fund Management of the

291 National Strategic Reference Framework 2021-2027
2%2 programme on environment and climate change 2021-2022
under the NSRF 2021-2027

WE GROW
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Ministry of Development and Investment.
Respective regional governors act as the
managing authorities of the regional
programmes.

The main objective of the NSRF is to develop
sustainable, high quality, multimodal, low carbon
infrastructure and smart systems, by promoting
the transition to clean energy, the circular
economy and adaptation to climate change,
which will serve the citizen, while contributing to
the achievement of measurable targets in energy
efficiency and environmental performance?®?. It
aims to enhance the protection and conservation
of nature, biodiversity and green
infrastructure?®3. The main objectives of the
regional programmes include promoting
sustainability, rational and efficient management
of natural resources, and addressing climate
change, as well as supporting sustainable and
integrated spatial development.

Information on calls for potential beneficiaries
regarding the ) for Cohesion Policy is included in
the summary table

Under the European Agricultural Fund for
Rural Development (EAFRD), Greece has
adopted a Strategic Plan for the Common
Agricultural Policy (CAP) for the period 2023 to
2027. The main objectives for environment and
climate include:

. Improving agroforestry ecosystems rich in
landscape elements;

. Supporting the afforestation of agricultural
land;

. Enhancing biodiversity and adapting
forests to climate change;

. Introducing investments to prevent and
restore damage to forests, including by
forest fires, natural disasters and

293 programme on environment and climate change 2021-2022
under the NSRF 2021-2027



https://www.espa.gr/el/pages/espa2021-2027.aspx
https://ymeperaa.gr/2-uncategorised/1189-ep-perivallon-energeia-klimatiki-allagi
https://ymeperaa.gr/images/diavouleusi_perivallon_2021-2027/EpPa/Parousiaseis/01_PEKA_1h_EpPa_Programma.pdf
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conservation of forest genetic resources.

The managing authority for the Strategic Plan for
CAP in Greece is the Special Management
Agency, which is under the authority of the
Secretary General for Union Resources and
Infrastructure of the Ministry of Rural
Development and Infrastructure Food and
Agriculture?®*,

EU Funding sources
under direct
management

A database on LIFE projects and deliverables is
available for Greece?®®. The National Contact
Point (NCP) for LIFE in Greece is the Ministry of
Environment and Energy. The Ministry’s Green
Fund Directorate is the NCP for projects related
to nature and biodiversity, while the
Environmental Licensing Directorate is
responsible for projects on climate change?%.

o\
1@@
[~

LIFE EL-BIOS?®7 aims to facilitate the
management and conservation of national
biodiversity, through the development of an
innovative tool for Greece’s biodiversity. The
implementation of LIFE EL-BIOS project started
in October 2021. The project has a total budget of
EUR 2,571,132 and is co-financed by the EU
LIFE programme and Green Fund. The main
contribution of LIFE EL-BIOS is the creation of
the National Information System for the
biodiversity of Greece, which will facilitate the
monitoring, conservation and management of
biodiversity in Greece and will be managed by

2% potential beneficiaries for the Strategic Plan for CAP in
Greece

2% Database on LIFE projects and deliverables

2% Contact details of the NCP for LIFE in Greece,

297 Biodiversity https:/biodiversity-greece.qr/
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the Natural Environment and Climate Change
Agency.

No relevant projects could be identified on the
protection of biodiversity under Horizon Europe.
The NCP for Horizon Europe in Greece is the
Foundation for Research and Technology-
Hellas?®8,

For the Just Transition Fund (JTF), for the
period 2021-2027, Greece submitted the Just
Development Transition Programme ([Tpdypauua
Aikaing Avarmrruéiakng MeraBaoncg) to the
European Commission in May 2022. Programme
priorities include energy transition and circular
economy, with no specific indications on
biodiversity-enhancing investments or tree
planting?®®.

Information on calls for potential beneficiaries of
the Fund is available on the website of the Just
Transition Special Authority (Eidik; YTnpeaia
Aikaing Avarrruéiakns MeraBaong)3.

For Recovery and Resilience Facility (RRF),
Greece’s Recovery and Resilience Plan (RRP),
‘Greece 2.0 (EBviKO 2xéb6i10 Avakauwng Kai
AvBekTIKOTNTaS EAAGOQ 2.0) is structured in four
pillars: (a) Green, (b) Digital, (c) Employment,
skills, and social cohesion, (d) Private investment
and transformation of the economy. It includes
106 investments and 68 reforms and collects
EUR 31.16 billion, of which EUR 30.5 billion will
come from European funds (EUR 17.8 billion aid
and EUR 12.7 billion in loans) to mobilise EUR 60
billion of total investment in the country over the
next five years®?, On green transition, the Plan
focuses on energy transition and energy poverty.
However, its investments and reforms also
include the implementation of selected strategic

2% Contact details of the NCP for Horizon Europe in Greece
2% Just Development Transition Programme ([Tpdypauua
Aikaing Avarrruéiakic MeréBaonc)

300 Just Transition Special Authority

301 Greece 2.0



http://www.agrotikianaptixi.gr/el
http://database.lifetaskforce.gr/#/?lang=en
https://ypen.gov.gr/perivallon/programmata-life/
https://biodiversity-greece.gr/
https://praxinetwork.gr/activities/episima-diktya-ton-ethnikon-simeion-epafis-draseis-syntonismou-kai-ypostirixis-csas/
https://www.sdam.gr/
https://www.sdam.gr/
https://eydam.gr/%cf%80%cf%81%ce%bf%cf%83%ce%ba%ce%bb%ce%b7%cf%83%ce%b5%ce%b9%cf%83/
https://greece20.gov.gr/en/the-complete-plan/
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‘green’ urban regeneration projects, and the . The Green Fund (lMpdoivo Taugio) is
introduction of a new National Reforestation Plan, funding a project to support projects and

actions on environmental issues3%. The

combined with a forest maps overhaul. .
neawi ps overhau budget for the call is EUR 1,000,000. The

The Recovery and Resilience Mechanism Grgen Fund_(ﬂpdalvo Taueio) is a legal
Coordination Service (Ymnpeoia SuvroviouoU Tou entity established by Law 3889/2010 (A
Mnyxaviouou Avdka kai AvBekTikdTnTac) has 182) that finances programmes drawn up
fxaviol o pwns o nras. by the Ministry of Environment and Energy
overall responsibility for coordinating and or other ministries and their supervised
monitoring the Plan. It is an independent special organisations, decentralised general
public service under the Minister of Finance. The administrations, local authorities, legal
competent ministries, the implementing bodies, entities of the wider public sector, and
: : . associations or other forms of associations
as well as the Financial Control Committee SO
) o of legal and natural persons, which, in
(Emmporrn Anuooiovopikou EAgyxou) also accordance with their statutory objectives,
contribute to monitoring and implementing the aim to protect, upgrade and restore the
Plan. environment;
Information on calls for potential beneficiaries +  Local authorities’ infrastructure fund

(Tauesio xpnuarodoTnong Urodouwy) is
_ funding a project to protect biodiversity3°6,
website of the Plan®®. The budget for the call is up to EUR
15,000,000. The fund (Taueio
Xpnuaroddtnong ummodouwy) aims to offer
favourable financing conditions to the

under the RRP Greece 2.0 is available on the

- National funding private and public sectors for the
P implementation of small and medium-sized
sources projects, with a focus on energy,

environment and urban development;

The website of the Hellenic Agency for Local ° The Deposits a’nd Loans F’und _(Tapsio
lNMapakarabnkwyv kai Aaveiwy) is a self-

Development and Local Government (EAAnvikn governed public financial institution
Eraipia Tommikng avarmruéng kai aurodioiknong) operating under the supervision of the
provides a funding guide with information on Ministry of Finance3.

funding of various projects by topic®®. The
funding sources for protection of biodiversity

The Athens Chamber of Tradesman
(EmrayyeAuariké EmiusAnripio Anvwv)3%

include: announced in March 2023 that it plans to
. Regional authorities. For example, the continue planting new trees in areas around the
region of eastern Macedonia — Thrace is city of Athens. The project includes the planting
funding a project on the protection and of 10,000 new trees in the Attica region.

enhancement of regional ecosystems
(budget for the call is EUR 4,000,000)3%;

302 Greece 2.0 306 | ocal authorities’ infrastructure fund (Taugio

303 Hellenic Agency for Local Development and Local XPNUATOSOTNONG UTTOB0UWY)

Government (EAAnvikr ETaipia ToTTIKAG avamTuéng kai 307 The Deposits and Loans Fund (Taueio MapakataOnkwy Kai
auTodi0iknong) Aaveiwv)

304 Regional authorities (example of the region of eastern 308 Athens Chamber of Tradesman (EtrayyeAuaTiko
Macedonia — Thrace) EmpueAnTtipio ABnvwv)

305 The Green Fund ([pdoivo Taueio)
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https://greece20.gov.gr/proskliseis-xrimatodotisis/
https://www.eetaa.gr/fundings/index.php?tag=view_proskliseis_tomeis
https://www.eetaa.gr/fundings/index.php?tag=view_proskliseis_tomeis
https://www.eetaa.gr/fundings/index.php?tag=view_prosklisis_details&prosklisis_id=185
https://www.eetaa.gr/fundings/index.php?tag=view_prosklisis_details&prosklisis_id=185
https://www.eetaa.gr/fundings/index.php?tag=view_prosklisis_details&prosklisis_id=726
https://www.eetaa.gr/fundings/index.php?tag=view_prosklisis_details&prosklisis_id=178
https://www.eetaa.gr/fundings/index.php?tag=view_prosklisis_details&prosklisis_id=178
https://www.tpd.gr/
https://www.tpd.gr/
https://www.eea.gr/arthra-eea/nea-drasi-dendrofyteysis-toy-e-e-a-to-savvato-18-3-2023-sti-varympompi/
https://www.eea.gr/arthra-eea/nea-drasi-dendrofyteysis-toy-e-e-a-to-savvato-18-3-2023-sti-varympompi/
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In the framework of a Memorandum of
Understanding between the Municipality of Kasos
and the Centre for Energy Policy and
Development of the National and Kapodistrian
University of Athens3, the symbolic planting of
80 trees in areas of the municipality was
implemented as part of the Centre’s ‘75UN - 75
Trees UNAI SDG?7 Initiative’ (KE 17535), which
is part of the Green Fund's financial programme
‘Natural environment and innovative actions
2020’ under Priority Axis 4: ‘Other Actions’.
Similar actions may be implemented in the future
by the organisations involved.

In 2021, the Centre for Energy Policy and
Development of the National and Kapodistrian
University of Athens published a call inviting
public and private entities, as well as local
authorities, to become sponsors of the 2021-2022
forest replanting programme?3'°. Similar initiatives
may happen in the future.

Examples of school initiatives include the tree-
planting event organised by the 19th Primary
School of Heraklion, in Crete in November 2021
to enhance the school’s green spaces®!!.

In order to replace the diseased and dangerous
trees on Tsimiski Street in Thessaloniki, new
trees were planted in April 2023 as part of the
intervention designed by the Municipality of
Thessaloniki's Department of Greenery and
Environment. As part of the integrated
intervention, diseased trees were cut down,
chopped and removed. The stumps were then
removed and new Celtis Australis trees were
planted. The replacement of the diseased and
dangerous trees was made possible by a
donation from the Regency Group, as part of its

309 participation of the Municipality of Kasos in the International

Tree Planting Initiative
810 Example of a forest replanting initiative
811 Example of a school initiative on a tree planting event
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long-term contribution to corporate social
responsibility in the wider Thessaloniki area.

The National Programme ‘Antonis Tritsis’
(Mpoypauua ‘Avrwvng Tpitong’) aims to
improve and modernise the basic infrastructure of
the first- and second-degree local authorities, the
associations of municipalities and the legal
entities of local authorities, with the aim of
sustainable development and the safety and
quality of life of citizens®'?. The environment
(sustainable development with a strong
environmental footprint, energy saving actions,
renewable energy actions, water, liquid and solid
waste management, etc.) is one of the main axes
of the programme.

The Natural Environment and Climate Change
Agency (Opyaviouog Puoikou lepifdAiovrog
& KAiuarikric AAAaync)®®3, a legal entity
supervised by the Ministry of Environment and
Energy, is included in the national funding
sources for projects on biodiversity and climate
change. In July 2022, the Hellenic Foundation for
Research and Innovation published a call for
proposals ‘Actions for the protection,
conservation and promotion of biodiversity. Field
studies of endemic threatened and nationally
important species of Greece’, funded by the
Natural Environment and Climate Change
Agency and implemented by the Hellenic
Foundation for Research and Innovation.

Several foundations act as funding sources for
environmental-related projects, these are listed in
the summary table.

Finally, in November 2022, around 200
volunteers helped to plant 1,000 new trees
around the city of Athens®4, in the context of the

312 National Programme ‘Antonis Tritsis’ ([1pdypauua ‘Aviivng
Tpitong)

313 Natural Environment and Climate Change Agency
(Opyaviopodg duaikou MepiBaAlovtog & KAipaTikAg AAayng)
314 Example of voluntary planting of new trees



https://www.karpathiakanea.gr/dimos-kaaou-protovoulia-dentra/
https://www.karpathiakanea.gr/dimos-kaaou-protovoulia-dentra/
https://www.agro24.gr/ypoloipa-themata/ellada/prosklisi-apo-kepa-gia-horigies-me-skopo-ti-fyteysi-dentron
https://www.neakriti.gr/article/kriti/irakleio/1637620/irakleio-draseis-futeusis-sto-19o-dimotiko-sholeio/
https://eyde.ypes.gr/tritsis
https://eyde.ypes.gr/tritsis
https://necca.gov.gr/
https://www.naftemporiki.gr/deltia-typou/1398756/1000-dendryllia-fytepse-i-etaireia-vikos-stin-ethelontiki-drasi-tis-we4all-sto-plaisio-tis-3is-panellinias-ethelontikis-fyteysis/
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third nationwide voluntary planting of the
environmental organisation We4all, supported by
the Vikos company.

: Innovative funding

'Q‘ sources

In April 2020, the National Bank of Greece
published the Green Bond Framework, which
identifies renewable energy project assets that
can be designated for the use of the funds raised
in a green bond issue®®. On 1 October 1 2020,
the Bank successfully completed the first green
bond issue of a Greek bank's first highly secured
Green Bond. In accordance with the green bond
principles set by the International Capital Market
Association and adopted for the transaction, the
Bank has a contractual obligation to direct all
funds raised from the sale of the bond to finance
projects related to the green economy. In 2023,
Greece plans to issue its first green sovereign
bond to support the implementation of its
sustainability agenda and enhance its funding
strategy.

The first crowdfunding platform, act4Greece®S,
was introduced in 2016, focusing on environment
and sustainability. Since then, several
crowdfunding platforms have been introduced,
e.g. Groopio, GiveandFund, kai OpenCircle.
Several legislative developments have related to
crowdfunding in Greece, the latest being the
introduction of Law 4706/2020 (A’ 136), amended
by Law 4920/2022 (A’ 74). Public bodies, based
on their institutional framework of donations, can
operate a crowdfunding platform, e.g. the
municipality of Antiparos.

815 Green Bond Framework
816 act4Greece

817 Example of biodiversity offsets
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An example of biodiversity offsets in Greece is
the Schinias-Marathon National Park®', one of
the most important coastal ecosystems and an
area of high ecological value in Attica. It includes
a reconstructed wetland, pine forest, spring, bay,
hill and residential and tourist area. The
biodiversity of the wetland and park was
significantly improved due to this offset3!8,

A Biodiversity Offset Strategy was published for
the Trans-Adriatic Pipeline project, which
traverses Greece, Albania and Italy3!°. According
to the Strategy, a biodiversity offset management
plan will be developed to provide more details on
the offset design, intended conservation
outcomes, specific management actions and
details on the legal mechanisms of securing and
establishing the prospective site(s).

318 Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development
(OECD), Environmental Performance Review for Greece, 2020
818 Trans-Adriatic Pipeline project



https://www.nbg.gr/en/group/investor-relations/debt-investors/sustainable-and-green-bonds-framework
https://www.act4greece.gr/the-act4greece
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/sites/373beb63-en/index.html?itemId=/content/component/373beb63-en
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/environment/oecd-environmental-performance-reviews-greece-2020_cec20289-en
https://www.tap-ag.com/sustainability/lenders-requirements/esch-management-operations
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Funding Managing Contact Scope of Financing Additional Examples of
instrument institution Information support vehicles information relevant
(website) (scale, time projects
horizon funded
advisory
services if
available)
EU funding under shared management
ERDF and Special Website Programme Grants 2021-2027 Website
Cohesion Programme Environment
Fund Management and Climate
Service for Change
Environmenan .
d Climate Protection of
Change biodiversity
ERDF and Special Website Regional Grants 2021-2027 n/a
European Management . Programme
Social Fund+ | Service (Informa_tlon for Central
(ESF+) ‘Central also avallz_ible Macedonia
Macedonia’ for potential
beneficiaries)
ERDF and Special Website Regional 2021-2027 n/a
Cohesion Management . Programme
Fund Service of the (Informa_tlon for Western
OP of the also a"a"?‘b'e Macedonia
Region of for po_te_ntl_al
Western beneficiaries)
Macedonia
ERDF and Special Website Regional 2021-2027 n/a
Cohesion Management . Programme
Fund Service (Information for Epirus
'Epirus’ 2021- also avallable
2027 for potential
beneficiaries)
ERDF and Special Website Regional 2021-2027 n/a
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https://www.espa.gr/el/pages/espa2021-2027.aspx
https://www.pdm.gov.gr/egkrithike-to-neo-programma-dytiki-makedonia-toy-espa-2021-2027-synolikoy-ypsoys-394-1-ekat-eyro/
https://www.pepkm.gr/
https://pepdym.gr/
https://www.espa-epirus.gr/category/oppr-31/
http://www.pepionia.gr/
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Examples of
relevant
projects
funded

Additional
information
(scale, time

Financing
vehicles

horizon
advisory
services if
available)

ESF+ Management (Information Programme
Service of the | also available | for lonian
North Aegean | for potential Islands
Region beneficiaries)
Programme
ERDF and Special Website Regional 2021-2027 n/a
ESF+ Management . Programme
Service (Informa.tlon for Continental
‘Continental also avaﬂ._able Greece
Greece’ for po_te_ntl_al
beneficiaries)
ERDF and Special Website Regional 2021-2027 n/a
Cohesion Management . Programme
Fund Service (Informa_tlon for Attica
‘Attica’ also available region
for potential
beneficiaries)
ERDF and Special Website Regional 2021-2027 n/a
Cohesion Management . Programme
Fund Service of the (Informa_tlon for Western
Programme of also avallable Greece
the Region of for po_te_ntl_al
Western beneficiaries)
Greece
ERDF and Special Website Regional 2021-2027 n/a
ESF+ Management . Programme
Service (Informa_tlon for
‘Peloponnese’ also avallz_ible Peloponnese
for potential
beneficiaries)
ERDF and President of Website Regional 2021-2027 n/a
Cohesion the Monitoring . programme
Fund Committee is (Informa_tlon for southern
the Regional also a"a"?‘b'e Aegean region
Governor of for po_te_ntl_al
South beneficiaries)
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https://www.stereaellada.gr/
https://www.pepattikis.gr/
https://dytikiellada.gr/op_wg_2021-2027/
https://eydpelop2127.gr/
https://pepna.gr/el
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Funding Managing Contact Scope of Financing Additional Examples of
instrument institution Information support vehicles information relevant
(website) (scale, time projects
horizon funded
advisory
services if
available)
Aegean’?0
ERDF and Planning Website Regional 2021-2027 n/a
ESF+ Group 2021- . Programmefor
2027 Region | (Information 00
of Crete also avallgble
(Ouésac for po.te.ntllal
SXESIaaUOU beneficiaries)
E3TIA 2021-
2027
lMepipépeiag
Kpnmg®)
ERDF and Special Website Regional 2021-2027 n/a
ESF+ Programme Programme
Management for Thessaly
Service
Region of
Thessaly
European Special Website Strategic Plan 2023-2027 Information for
Agricultural Management for CAP; potential
Fund for Agency, under objectives beneficiaries
Rural the authority include for the
Development | of the improvement Strategic Plan
(EAFRD) Secretary of agroforestry for CAP in
General for ecosystems Greece, see
Union and website
Resources restoration of
and damage to
Infrastructure forests.
of the Ministry
of Rural
Development,
Infrastructure

320 Managing Committee of the regional OP for southern Aegean region, https://pepna.qgr/el/pep-notio-aigaio-2021-2027/epitropi-

parakoloythisis

321 NSRF Planning Group 2021-2027 Region of Crete, https://2021-2027.pepkritis.qr/%cf%86%ce%b5%ce%ba-
%cf%83%cf%85%ce%b3%ce%ba%cf%81%cf%8c%cf%84%ce%b7%cf%83%ce%b7%cf%82/
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https://2021-2027.pepkritis.gr/
https://www.thessaly.gov.gr/
http://www.minagric.gr/index.php/el/2013-04-05-10-13-09/ministry-example/diavoylefsi-i-kap-meta-to-2020-list/12311-kap2023-2027-130122
http://www.agrotikianaptixi.gr/el
https://pepna.gr/el/pep-notio-aigaio-2021-2027/epitropi-parakoloythisis
https://pepna.gr/el/pep-notio-aigaio-2021-2027/epitropi-parakoloythisis
https://2021-2027.pepkritis.gr/%cf%86%ce%b5%ce%ba-%cf%83%cf%85%ce%b3%ce%ba%cf%81%cf%8c%cf%84%ce%b7%cf%83%ce%b7%cf%82/
https://2021-2027.pepkritis.gr/%cf%86%ce%b5%ce%ba-%cf%83%cf%85%ce%b3%ce%ba%cf%81%cf%8c%cf%84%ce%b7%cf%83%ce%b7%cf%82/
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Funding Managing Contact Scope of Financing Additional Examples of
instrument institution Information support vehicles information relevant
(website) (scale, time projects
horizon funded
advisory
services if
available)
Food and
Agriculture
EU funding sources under direct management
LIFE NCP: Ministry | Website Protection of Grants 4 October LIFE EL
for the nature and 2021-31 BIOS: aims to
Environment biodiversity March 2025 facilitate the
and Energy - management
Green Fund &
conservation
of national
biodiversity,
through the
development
of an
innovative tool
for Greece’s
biodiversity.
JTF Managing Website Environmental Information on
authority of priorities of calls for
the JTF the JTF potential
include energy beneficiaries
transition of the JTF in
Greece
available on
the website of
the Just
Transition
Special
Authority
RRF Special Website RRP Grants Information on
Service for the calls for
Coordination potential
of the beneficiaries
Recovery for RRP
Fund, under Greece 2.0 is
the authority available on

172



https://biodiversity-greece.gr/en/new/enarxi-toy-ergoy-life-el-bios/
https://www.sdam.gr/
https://eydam.gr/%cf%80%cf%81%ce%bf%cf%83%ce%ba%ce%bb%ce%b7%cf%83%ce%b5%ce%b9%cf%83
https://greece20.gov.gr/proskliseis-xrimatodotisis/
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Managing
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Contact
Information
(website)

Scope of
support

Financing
vehicles

Additional
information
(scale, time

horizon
advisory
services if
available)

i

Examples of
relevant
projects
funded

of the Minister the website of
of Finance the Plan

Horizon NCP: Website 2021-2027

Europe Foundation for

Research and
Technology-
Hellas

National funding

Regional Regional Website Protection and 10 May 2016-

authorities authority of enhancement 31 December

eastern of regional 2023
Macedonia ecosystems
Regional Regional Website Grants Beneficiaries
authorities authority of include
Attica municipalities,
regions, local
authorities,
legal entities
of public law,
etc.

Green Fund Green Fund Website Protect, Grants 2023
upgrade and B .
restore the _ eneficiaries
environment, '”C'“.d.e .
sustainable munlc_lpz_alltles,
development associations,
of cities development

limited liability
companies

Green Fund Green Fund Website Protection of Grants 5 December
biodiversity, 2022-5 May
along with 2023
actions to S
upgrade the Beneficiaries

173



https://gsri.gov.gr/en/horizon-europe/
https://www.eetaa.gr/fundings/index.php?tag=view_prosklisis_details&prosklisis_id=185
https://www.eetaa.gr/fundings/index.php?tag=view_programmata_details&programma_id=9
https://www.eetaa.gr/fundings/index.php?tag=view_programmata_details&programma_id=190
https://www.eetaa.gr/fundings/index.php?tag=view_prosklisis_details&prosklisis_id=726
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Examples of
relevant
projects
funded

Additional
information
(scale, time

Contact
Information
(website)

Managing
institution

Scope of
support

Financing
vehicles

horizon

urban natural

advisory
services if
available)

include

and man- municipalities,
made local
environment authorities,
and actions to legal entities
inform and of public law,
raise etc.
awareness
about climate
change
Local Local Website Protection of Grants Project
authorities’ authorities’ biodiversity, focusing on
infrastructure | infrastructure along with the protection
fund fund, along actions to of biodiversity
with the EIB upgrade the .
urban natural Project .
and man- completion by
made 31 December
environment 2023
(regeneration, Beneficiaries
cycle paths, include
paths, mobility municipalities,
in urban regional
centres, etc.) authorities,
legal entities
of public law,
etc.
Natural Natural Website Protection, Grants? (Calls for
Environment | Environment conservation proposals
& Climate & Climate and promotion periodically
Change Change of biodiversity published on
Agency Agency website)

supervised by
the Ministry of
Environment
and Energy
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https://www.eetaa.gr/fundings/index.php?tag=view_prosklisis_details&prosklisis_id=178
https://gsri.gov.gr/enimerosi/
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Funding Managing Contact Scope of Financing Additional Examples of
instrument institution Information support vehicles information relevant
(website) (scale, time projects
horizon funded
advisory
services if
available)
Athens Athens Website Planting of March 2023 n/a
Chamber of Chamber of 10,000 new
Commerce Commerce trees in the
Attica region
Centre for Centre for Website Symbolic
Energy Energy Policy planting of 80
Policy and and trees in the
Development | Development municipality
of the of the National (could be
National and | and relevant for
Kapodistrian | Kapodistrian similar future
University of | University of actions)
Athens Athens
Hellenic Hellenic Website Tree planting Tree planting Took place in
Mediterranea | Mediterranean event to event took the context of
n University University and enhance the place in the project
and Municipality of school’s green November ‘Heraklion
Municipality Heraklion spaces 2021 (could Urban Green:
of Heraklion be relevant for | Changing the
similar future climate in the
actions) city’
Ministry of Website Financed 2022-2023 Beneficiaries
the Interior . actions on (with include
National . I L
environment possibility of municipalities,
Programme . . .
‘Antonis a_md quality of extension) regions, legal
o life entities of
Tritsis .
public law,
etc.
Private Municipality of | Website Replaced Donation April 2023
company Thessaloniki's diseased and
(Regency Department of dangerous

Entertainmen
tS.A)

Greenery and
Environment

trees with new
ones
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https://www.eea.gr/arthra-eea/nea-drasi-dendrofyteysis-toy-e-e-a-to-savvato-18-3-2023-sti-varympompi/
https://www.karpathiakanea.gr/dimos-kaaou-protovoulia-dentra/
https://www.neakriti.gr/article/kriti/irakleio/1637620/irakleio-draseis-futeusis-sto-19o-dimotiko-sholeio/
https://www.eetaa.gr/fundings/index.php?tag=view_programmata_details&programma_id=89
https://thessaloniki.gr/antikatastasi-dentron/

THREE
BILLIONS

ADDITIONAL~N

TREESE

WE GROW
TOGETHER

#3BillionTrees

i

Examples of
relevant
projects
funded

Additional
information
(scale, time

Contact
Information
(website)

Funding
instrument

Managing
institution

Scope of
support

Financing
vehicles

horizon
advisory
services if
available)

Private
company
(Vikos)

Wedall
(environmenta
| organisation)

Website

Planting of
1000 new
trees around
the city of
Athens

Donation

November
2022

Took place in
the context of
the third
nationwide
voluntary
planting of the
environmental
organisation
Wed4all, with
the support of
the company
Vikos

Stavros
Niarchos
Foundation

Website

Grants

Information on
applying for
funding is
available on
the
foundation’s
website

John S.
Latsis Public
Benefit
Foundation

Website

Grants

Information on
applying for
funding is
available on
the
foundation’s
website

Onassis
Foundation

Website

Grants

Information on
applying for
funding is
available on
the
foundation’s
website
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https://www.naftemporiki.gr/deltia-typou/1398756/1000-dendryllia-fytepse-i-etaireia-vikos-stin-ethelontiki-drasi-tis-we4all-sto-plaisio-tis-3is-panellinias-ethelontikis-fyteysis/
https://www.snf.org/el/aitima-doreas/
https://www.latsis-foundation.org/eng/apply-for-a-grant
https://www.onassis.org/initiatives/grants
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Funding Managing Contact Scope of Financing Additional Examples of
instrument institution Information support vehicles information relevant
(website) (scale, time projects
horizon funded
advisory
services if
available)
Captain Website Grants Information on
Vassilis & applying for
Carmen funding is
Constantako available on
poulos the
Foundation foundation’s
website
Bodossaki Website Donation Information on
Foundation applying for
funding is
available on
the
foundation’s
website
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https://www.cvf.gr/eng/apply-grant
https://www.bodossaki.gr/axiologisi-etimaton/

FINANCING SOURCES IN HUNGARY



Abbreviations used

CAP

CEB

CF

EAFRD

ERDF

GINOP PLUSZ

JTF

KEHOP PLUSZ

LRA

PAF

RRF

TOP PLUSZ

VOP PLUSZ

Common Agricultural Policy

Council of Europe Development Bank

Cohesion Fund

European agricultural fund for rural development
European Regional Development Fund

Economic Development and Innovation Programme Plus
Just Transition Fund

Environment and Energy Efficiency Programme Plus
Local and Regional Authorities

Prioritized Action Framework

Recovery and Resilience Facility

Area and Settlement Development Programme Plus

Implementation Programme Plus
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Under the National Forest Strategy 2016-2030,
Hungary has developed a National Afforestation
Programme launched in 2019. The current share
of forest land over the total amount of land in
Hungary is around 22 percent.

Under shared management EU funding sources,
Hungary’s new Strategic Plan for the Common
Agricultural Policy (CAP) will provide the largest
contribution of approximately EUR 3 billion to
support the Specific Objective 6 on halting and
reversing biodiversity loss, enhancing ecosystem
services and preserving habitats and landscapes.
Four Programmes with approximately EUR 1
billion biodiversity-relevant allocation are identified
under the European Regional Development Fund
(ERDF) and the Cohesion Fund (CF). In addition,
under the Recovery and Resilience Facility,
specific green dimensions leave room for funding
related projects. Under directly managed EU
funding sources, Hungarian projects within the
Nature and Biodiversity subprogramme of the LIFE
Programme are considered, while in the context of
Horizon Europe, the Biodiversa+ partnership can
be flagged. In the context of EU funds, the ongoing
restrictions on their use due to the activation of the
rule of law conditionality mechanism against
Hungary are also explained.

With regard to available national funding, limited
sources could be identified, and these relate to
supporting the above-mentioned Programmes and
the implementation of Natura 2000. Lastly, some
innovative funding sources are mentioned, in
particular, the newly introduced green bonds, while
payment for ecosystem services could not be
traced, and crowdfunding showed some promising
initiatives, albeit not common practice in Hungary.

The following sections provide brief information
about funding opportunities potentially relevant for
tree planting in Hungary separated into EU funding
sources under shared management, EU funding
sources under direct management, national
funding sources, and innovative funding sources.
These sections are followed with a summary table,

822 European Commission, The Commission approves the CAP
Strategic Plan for Hungary, 7 November 2022.

323

https://agridata.ec.europa.eu/extensions/DashboardCapP
lan/financial_allocation.html
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which includes practical links and contact
information allowing the potential beneficiaries to
identify suitable financing sources for their tree
planting initiatives.

EU Funding sources
o9
/s under shared
management

On 7 November 2022, the European Commission
approved the CAP Strategic Plan for Hungary. The
new CAP, set to start on 1 January 2023, is
designed to shape the transition to a sustainable,
resilient and modern European agricultural sector.
According to the approved plan, Hungary is to
receive EUR 8.4 billion from the EU budget,
including EUR 2 billion dedicated to environmental
and climate objectives and the eco-schemes called
agro-ecological programmes %22, The Hungarian
CAP Strategic Plan allocates nearly 75 % of the
EU funds for rural development for the support of
environmental and climate objectives, with EUR 3
billion contributing to halting and reversing
biodiversity loss, enhance ecosystem services and
preserve habitats and landscapes3?3. The 80 %
additional national funding of the total envelope,
including the additional national rural development
funding, is around 36 % green. In many cases,
measures of an economic development nature
also serve environmental and climate objectives,
and specific green investments, such as for
afforestation or agro-ecological land use change,
are also included in the Plan. In addition to the
Agro-ecological Programme, Natura 2000 forest
and grassland, animal and plant genetic
conservation and animal welfare support continues
with an emphasis on green forestry
interventions®?4,

JTE: EUR 294 million is allocated to support
Hungary under the JTF during the 2021-2027

324 National Agrarian Chamber, Common Agricultural Policy
2023-2027, p. 16.



https://agriculture.ec.europa.eu/news/commission-approves-cap-strategic-plan-hungary-2022-11-07_en
https://agriculture.ec.europa.eu/news/commission-approves-cap-strategic-plan-hungary-2022-11-07_en
https://commission.europa.eu/strategy-and-policy/priorities-2019-2024/european-green-deal/finance-and-green-deal/just-transition-mechanism/just-transition-funding-sources_en
https://www.nak.hu/kiadvanyok/kiadvanyok/7003-kozos-agrarpolitika-2023-2027/file
https://www.nak.hu/kiadvanyok/kiadvanyok/7003-kozos-agrarpolitika-2023-2027/file

#3BillionTrees

THREE
BILLIONg

ADDITIONALS

TREESE

programming period3?5. The bulk of the funding is
planned to support the regions most affected by
the phasing out from coal and the lignite-fired
Matra power plant326, Funding will be directed to
investments in low-carbon technologies supporting
this phase out and the reduction of CO2 emissions
in Hungary by 10 %, among others3?’. No specific
mention of tree planting could be identified.

Furthermore, the following Cohesion Policy
Programmes could be relevant for funding of tree-
planting projects:

. PROGRAMME FOR ENVIRONMENT AND
ENERGY EFFICIENCY PLUS
(KORNYEZETI ES
ENERGIAHATEKONYSAGI OPERATIV
PROGRAM PLUSZ (KEHOP PLUSZ): The
aim of the programme is to reduce
environmental pollution and excessive use
of our resources, to protect biological
diversity and to prioritise the circular
economy. Particular attention is paid to the
development of green and blue
infrastructure and local energy communities.
In addition, its primary task is to create new
jobs and reduce harmful emissions,
especially in the most carbon-intensive
counties. KEHOP Plusz mainly covers the
second policy objective (in short: a greener
Europe) through the following five priorities:
water management and disaster risk
reduction; circular economic systems and
sustainability; environmental and nature
protection; renewable energy economy; Just
Transition Fund (JTF). This Programme also
contains a specific objective (No. 2.1.1.1.):
RS02.7. “Enhancing the protection and
preservation of nature, biodiversity and
green infrastructures, including in urban
areas, as well as the reduction of all forms
of pollution, to which tree planting initiatives
could contribute”.

. ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND
INNOVATION OPERATIONAL PROGRAM

325 Cohesion Open Data Platform, Hungary.

326 |ilo Barbel Résch and Daniele Epifanio, ‘Just transition in 7
Central and Eastern European countries’, April 2022.

327 European Commission, Press Release: EU Cohesion Policy
2021-2027: Investing in a fair climate and digital transition while
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PLUS (GAZDASAGFEJLESZTESIES
INNOVACIOS OPERATIV PROGRAM
PLUSZ (GINOP PLUSZ): for the period
2021-2027 GINOP Plusz is to increase the
competitiveness of the domestic economy.
In addition, by allocating 65 % of the
resources to the four least developed
regions, the priority goal of the programme
is also to support territorial cohesion.

. AREA AND CITY DEVELOPMENT
OPERATIONAL PROGRAM PLUSZ
(TERULET- ES TELEPULESFEJLESZTESI
OPERATIV PROGRAM PLUSZ (TOP
PLUSZ) TOP Plusz) TOP Plusz supports
area-based developments throughout
Hungary, its aim is to improve territorial
development through integrated territorial
programmes. TOP Plusz has six priorities:
Livable county; Climate-friendly county;
Caring county; Budapest infrastructural
development; Budapest Human
Development; and Competitive county.

. IMPLEMENTATION OPERATIONAL
PROGRAM PLUSZ (VEGREHAJTAS
OPERATIV PROGRAM PLUSZ, VOP

PLUS)

The European Territorial Cooperation Programs
(2021-2027) could also be relevant to fund tree-
planting initiatives.

Managing authorities and links to their websites
are provided in the summary table.

. EU Funding sources
o)

under direct
management
The national contact point regarding the LIFE
programme for Nature and Biodiversity in
Hungary is the Ministry of Agriculture®?®. However,
for other relevant issue areas, such as Climate
Action, Environment, or the Clean Energy
Transition, the Ministry for Innovation and

strengthening Hungary's administrative capacity, transparency
and prevention of corruption, 22 December 2022.

328 European Commission, NCPs — National contact points
Nature & Biodiversity.



https://www.palyazat.gov.hu/kornyezeti_es_energiahatekonysagi_operativ_program_plusz
https://cohesiondata.ec.europa.eu/countries/HU/21-27
https://euagenda.eu/upload/publications/2022-04-just-transition-in-7-ceecs.pdf
https://euagenda.eu/upload/publications/2022-04-just-transition-in-7-ceecs.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_22_7801
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_22_7801
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_22_7801
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_22_7801
https://www.palyazat.gov.hu/gazdasagfejlesztesi_es_innovacios_operativ_program_plusz
https://www.palyazat.gov.hu/terulet_es_telepulesfejlesztesi_operativ_program_plusz
https://www.palyazat.gov.hu/terulet_es_telepulesfejlesztesi_operativ_program_plusz
https://www.palyazat.gov.hu/vegrehajtas_operativ_program_plusz
https://www.palyazat.gov.hu/vegrehajtas_operativ_program_plusz
https://kormany.hu/agrarminiszterium
https://cinea.ec.europa.eu/programmes/life/history-life/life-contacts/ncps-national-contact-points-nature-biodiversity_en
https://cinea.ec.europa.eu/programmes/life/history-life/life-contacts/ncps-national-contact-points-nature-biodiversity_en
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Technology is the national contact point329, It is
also noted that a working group has been set up to
facilitate successful Hungarian LIFE applications
that can also help provide advice and consult on
proposals, as needed32°,

Under the Nature and Biodiversity sub-programme
of the LIFE Programme, currently, there are
various projects running in Hungary. Some target
the conservation and restoration of habitats, such
as sodic wetlands, calcareous sand forest steppe,
river floodplains (Drava) and Pannonic salt
steppes and loess steppic grasslands (LIFE20
NAT/HU/001404, 2021-2027)%31. An ongoing
Strategic Nature Project that has been co-funded
in Hungary aims at fostering the long-term
conservation of Pannonian grasslands and related
habitats (LIFE-IP GRASSLAND-HU) LIFE18
IPE/HU/000018 (2019-2026)3%2, The LIFE-IP
GRASSLAND-HU project will carry out
conservation measures to improve 10 priority
habitat types, including semi-natural Pannonian
grasslands. Actions will address shrub
encroachment and afforestation, along with habitat
fragmentation and the disappearance of ecological
corridors. The project will control invasive species,
reduce the misuse of land and other resources,
address water-level issues and raise the
awareness of farmers. A key outcome will be a
revision of the conservation measures for priority
and indicator species and habitats.

The national contact point for Horizon Europe
projects is the National Research Development
and Innovation Office333. Horizon Europe is
implemented in Hungary via the Biodiversa+
partnership, running from 2021 to 2027, with a
planned budget of over EUR 800 million. Hungary
did not previously participate in the EU initiatives
that preceded the partnership, but the National
Research, Development and Innovation Office is
now representing Hungary in Biodiversa+.
Hungary will contribute EUR 2 million to the

829 | IFE Palyazatok: Contact

330 | IFE Palyazatok: Contact

331 European. Commission, LIFE Public Database, Innovative
management of Pannonic salt steppes and loess steppic
grasslands to benefit plants, insects and birds.

332 | IFE-IP GRASSLAND-HU on LIFE Public Database, Long
term conservation of Pannonian grasslands and related

habitats through the implementation of PAF strategic measures.
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research over seven years334,

The purpose of the Hungarian Recovery and
Resilience Plan®3 is primarily to counterbalance
the economic and social effects of the COVID-19
pandemic, and to increase the economy's
resilience, sustainability and preparedness for the
challenges and opportunities related to the green
and digital transition. The Hungarian plan includes
a total of HUF 2,300 billion of strategic
development projects until 2026 — with the
measures included in the plan contributing 48.1 %
to the climate goals. One example of how tree
planting might be implemented under the RRF is
how Component 1 on Demography and Public
Education requires a ‘green dimension’ of related
projects, including via green architecture, which
“will also be used in the construction and
renovation of the buildings, taking into account the
specific conditions, e.g., green roofs, green walls,
planting of shade trees on the south side, etc.”336

-8 National funding
sources

The 2023 central budget of the national
government3¥’ contains one reference to
biodiversity which allocates the budget for the
National Biodiversity and Gene Conservation
Center338. The centre, however, focuses on plant
gene conservation activities and provides the
Ministry of Agriculture with technical and
professional support for the development and
implementation of the domestic plant gene
conservation strategy and is not well placed to
fund tree planting initiatives.

The National Afforestation Program of the
Ministry of Agriculture aims to increase the
country's territory that is covered by forests and

3338 European Commission, National Contact Points for Horizon
Europe.

334 National Research, Development and Innovation Office,
Hungarian researcher heads the advisory board of the
BIODIVERSA+ partnership, 27 September 2022.

335 Recovery and Resilience Plan of Hungary

3% Recovery and Resilience Plan of Hungary p 73.



https://nkfih.gov.hu/about-the-office
https://nkfih.gov.hu/about-the-office
https://lifepalyazatok.eu/home_en.html
https://lifepalyazatok.eu/home_en.html
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/life/publicWebsite/project/details/5734
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/life/publicWebsite/project/details/5734
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/life/publicWebsite/project/details/5734
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/life/publicWebsite/index.cfm?fuseaction=search.dspPage&n_proj_id=7003
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/life/publicWebsite/index.cfm?fuseaction=search.dspPage&n_proj_id=7003
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/life/publicWebsite/index.cfm?fuseaction=search.dspPage&n_proj_id=7003
https://orszagfasitas.hu/orszagfasitas-napjainkban/
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/support/ncp;sortQuery=country;countryGroups=MS;countries=20000913;functions=11,12
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/support/ncp;sortQuery=country;countryGroups=MS;countries=20000913;functions=11,12
https://nkfih.gov.hu/english/hungarian-and-international-news/hungarian-researcher-heads
https://nkfih.gov.hu/english/hungarian-and-international-news/hungarian-researcher-heads
https://www.palyazat.gov.hu/helyreallitasi-es-ellenallokepessegi-eszkoz-rrf
https://www.palyazat.gov.hu/helyreallitasi-es-ellenallokepessegi-eszkoz-rrf
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trees to 27 % by 2030%%°. To that end, various
programmes are implemented across the country,
such as the Settlement Afforestation Program,
within which municipalities of less than 10.000
inhabitants can register to be part of the
programme and apply for various tree species for
planting. The Rural Development Program and the
CAP both support the afforestation of private and
municipal areas. With the support of the Ministry of
Agriculture, between autumn 2020 and spring
2022, 1 357 Hungarian settlements with fewer than
10 000 people have been enriched with a total of
36 000 trees in two phases.

In the context of Natura 2000, national funding for
Natura 2000, green infrastructure and species
protection can be expected according to Hungary’s
Prioritized Action Framework for Natura 2000
(PAF) for the programming period of 2021-2027340
The PAF only specifies the priority funding needs -
not their national funding source. Nevertheless, it
mentions support for the control of the invasive
species that was funded during the previous MFF
from the budget of the Ministry of Agriculture
(under the appropriations for the ‘Compensation
for nature conservation damage and ‘Support for
nature conservation tenders'). The document also
lists afforestation among the investments in forest
areas under the European Agricultural Fund for
Rural Development combined with national
funding. At the same time, it does not provide the
amount allocated to afforestation specifically’341.

The Blue Planet Venture Capital Funds (Climate
protection Fund — Water Fund), were
established with the aim of contributing to the
achievement of Hungary’s environmental and
climate protection goals. For this reason, they look
for target companies and investment opportunities
that directly or indirectly contribute to the
achievement of sustainability goals broadly,
including climate-friendly agriculture, — a scope
that could cover tree planting initiatives as well.
The capitalisation of Blue Planet Venture Capital

33 Government of Hungary, The Spring Planting Period of the
Settlement Afforestation Program has Begun, 24 March 2023.
340 Termeszetvedelem, NATURA 2000 Priority Action Plan for
Hungary 2021-2027 (PRIORIZALT INTEZKEDESI TERV
MAGYARORSZAG 2021-2027).
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Funds is HUF 15.5 billion. The Climate Protection
Venture Capital Fund with a capitalisation of HUF
10.5 billion is registered and managed by the Blue
Planet Climate Protection Investment Fund Private
LLC. Their strategy aims to create a mixed
portfolio that includes companies in the seed, start-
up and growth stages, even supporting those
products that only exist as an idea yet or those that
are already in the production phase. Accordingly,
the extent of investments is also divided into three
categories: i.) investments of less than 100 million,
ii.) between 100-350 million and iii.) more than 350
million HUF.

LY 4
IO\

Innovative funding
sources

Green bonds: The Hungarian Central Bank
introduced green company bonds for the first time
in the summer of 2020 by issuing bonds worth
HUF 30 billion (ca. EUR 78.8 million), followed by
more green bond issuances by several other
companies. The aim of the green bonds is to
finance public spending on climate protection.
Anyone purchasing such bonds will be supporting
the cause of climate protection, because the
Hungarian government pledges to use the
proceeds exclusively for climate-friendly
programmes?42. All bonds issued comply with the
corporate green bond regulation and have been
verified by an external testing body to meet
international standards, namely the green bond
principles (GBPs). Additionally, the Hungarian
Green Bond Framework was introduced in May
2020. The Ministry of Finance, in cooperation with
the government debt management agency of
Hungary, has set up a steering committee343,

Payment for Ecosytem Services: The mapping
and assessment of ecosystem service projects in

341 Termeszetvedelem, NATURA 2000 Priority Action Plan for
Hungary 2021-2027 (PRIORIZALT INTEZKEDESI TERV
MAGYARORSZAG 2021-2027) pp 15, 21.

342 Ministry of Innovation and Technology, CLIMATE AND
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION ACTION PLAN 2020.

343 CEE Legal Matters, Green Finance in Hungary 2023, 13
April 2023.



https://www.klimaalap.hu/en/
https://kormany.hu/hirek/megkezdodott-a-telepulesfasitasi-program-tavaszi-ultetesi-idoszaka
https://kormany.hu/hirek/megkezdodott-a-telepulesfasitasi-program-tavaszi-ultetesi-idoszaka
https://termeszetvedelem.hu/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/Natura2000_Intezkedesi_Terv_2021marcius.pdf
https://termeszetvedelem.hu/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/Natura2000_Intezkedesi_Terv_2021marcius.pdf
https://termeszetvedelem.hu/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/Natura2000_Intezkedesi_Terv_2021marcius.pdf
https://termeszetvedelem.hu/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/Natura2000_Intezkedesi_Terv_2021marcius.pdf
https://2015-2019.kormany.hu/download/5/07/c1000/Climate%20and%20environmental%20protection%20action%20plan_EN.pdf
https://2015-2019.kormany.hu/download/5/07/c1000/Climate%20and%20environmental%20protection%20action%20plan_EN.pdf
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Hungary was recently completed in October 2022.
It was a large-scale six-year project in order to
comply with the targets set out in the EU’s
Biodiversity Strategy for 2020 and later in the
Strategy for 2030344, This information is key to
determine monetary values for ecosystem
services. For example, initial estimates of the
value of forest provisioning services alone are
close to HUF 1 000 billion (approximately EUR 3.3
billion)345. However, the desk research has not
revealed actual funding sources in Hungary under
the umbrella of payments for ecosystem services.

Crowdfunding: while crowdfunding is in its
infancy in Hungary, one of the main national
crowdfunding sites (https://adjukossze.hu/) has
seen various crowdfunding initiatives concerning
tree planting. Those include the LET THERE BE A
TREE UNDER THE TREE! campaign that allowed
participants to give the gift of planting a tree for
Christmas. This was advertised by highlighting the
ecosystem services provided by the planted trees:
“With Trees, you give your loved ones cool shade,
fresh air, an eye-catching experience and a more
livable land”. The campaign achieved 230 % of its
targeted funding with a total of HUF 1 612 000 (ca.
EUR 4 330) with the participation of 215
supporters.

<=

Other funding sources

The Council of Europe Development Bank (CEB)
is a multilateral bank that provides financial and
technical expertise for projects with strong social
potential, including those on environmental
sustainability. The forms of financing include
project loans for individual projects, programme

344 vari, Agnes, Eszter Tanacs, Eszter Tormané Kovacs, Agnes
Kaldczkai, Ildiké Arany, Balint Czlcz, Krisztina Bereczki, Marta
Belényesi, Edina Csékvari, Marton Kiss, Veronika Fabdk, Livia
Kisné Fodor, Péter Koncz, Rébert Lehoczki, Laszl6 Pésztor,
Robert Pataki, Rita Rezneki, Zsuzsanna Szerényi, Katalin
Torok, Aniké Zolei, Zita Zsembery, and Anik6 Kovacs-
Hostyanszki. 2022. "National Ecosystem Services Assessment
in Hungary: Framework, Process and Conceptual Questions"”
Sustainability 14, no. 19: 12847.
https://doi.org/10.3390/su141912847.
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loans for multi-project programmes, public sector
financing facility, cross-sectoral loan programmes.
As Hungary is a CEB member state, Hungarian
local and regional authorities (LRA) are eligible for
CEB funding®?é. It is, nevertheless, to be noted that
while several CEB loans were granted to Hungary,
most recently in January 2023 to the amount of
EUR 100 million to support jobs and economic and
financial inclusion, in the past 12 years only two
climate related loans were granted, one dates
back to 2018 and the other one to 2013347,

In addition, Hungary is eligible for EEA and
Norway Grants, under which projects with
environmental and ecosystem objectives can
qualify for funding. In practical terms, LRAs in
Hungary can apply for sustainable development
EEA Grants. Obstacles hinder de facto access to
these grants. Even though EUR 214.6 million in
funding from the EEA and Norway Grants were set
aside for Hungary, the country failed to appoint an
independent fund operator for civil society funding
and, therefore, no programmes could be approved.
As of July 2021, the EEA portal continues to inform
that “As a result, there will be no further
development nor implementation of the planned
programmes. The Donor States have been united
in the process and regret that the best qualified
candidate for Fund Operator could not be
appointed.”348

345 Convention on Biological Diversity: Financial Mechanism
and Resources, Hungary: Financing, 25 May 2019.

346 Council of Europe Development Bank (CEB) in European
Committee of the Regions, Commission for the Environment,
Climate Change and Energy, Financing biodiversity action:
opportunities and challenges

for EU subnational governments, p 44

347 CEB, Projects approved by the Administrative Council

348 EEA Grants, No agreement reached on funding for Hungary



https://adjukossze.hu/
https://adjukossze.hu/adomanygyujtes/legyen-fa-a-fa-alatt-2162
https://adjukossze.hu/adomanygyujtes/legyen-fa-a-fa-alatt-2162
https://www.mdpi.com/2071-1050/14/19/12847
https://www.mdpi.com/2071-1050/14/19/12847
https://www.cbd.int/financial/hungary.shtml
https://coebank.org/en/
https://cor.europa.eu/en/engage/studies/Documents/Financing%20biodiversity%20action.pdf
https://coebank.org/en/project-financing/projects-approved-administrative-council/?country=hungary
https://eeagrants.org/news/no-agreement-reached-funding-hungary
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Examples of
relevant
projects
funded

Environment | Prime Deputy State to reduce Grants total of HUF 1 | N/A
al and Minister’s Secretariat environmental 612.56 billion
Energy Office responsible pollution and *85 % EU
Efficiency for Programs the excessive funds (CF,
Programme for Transport, use of ERDF, JTF),
Plus (KEHOP Environment resources, to 15 % national
PLUSZ) and Energy protect funds)
Efficiency, see | biodiversity,
website
development
of green-blue
infrastructure
Economic Prime Deputy State Aims to Grants Total of HUF N/A
Development | Minister's Secretariat for | increase the 2294.1 billion
and Office the competitivene (planned)
Innovation Implementatio | ss of the
OP Plus n of Economic | domestic
(GINOP Development | economy in
PLUSZ) Programs, see | the SME
website sector by
strengthening
its resilience,
developing
research
development
and innovation
ecosystem.
Area and City | Prime Prime Its aim is to Grants Total of HUF 1 | N/A
Development | Minister's Ministry, see improve 962.5 billion
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https://www.palyazat.gov.hu/kornyezeti_es_energiahatekonysagi_operativ_program_plusz
https://www.palyazat.gov.hu/kornyezeti_es_energiahatekonysagi_operativ_program_plusz
https://kormany.hu/miniszterelnokseg/helyettes-allamtitkarok
https://www.palyazat.gov.hu/gazdasagfejlesztesi_es_innovacios_operativ_program_plusz
https://www.palyazat.gov.hu/gazdasagfejlesztesi_es_innovacios_operativ_program_plusz
https://kormany.hu/miniszterelnokseg/helyettes-allamtitkarok
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Funding Managing Contact Scope of Financing Additional Examples of
instrument institution Information support vehicles information relevant
(website) (scale, time projects
horizon funded
advisory
services if
available)
Programme Office website territorial (83 % EU
Plus (TOP cohesions (ERDF, ESF)
PLUSZ) with special and 17 %
attention to national
the four least funds)
developed
regions.
Implementati | Prime Deputy State Its aim is to Grants Total of HUF N/A
on Minister's Secretariat for | create 321.37 billion
Programme Office the conditions for
Plusz (VOP Coordination the efficient
PLUSZ) of European and effective
Union use of EU
Developments | funds.
, see website
INTERREG Regional Contributes to | Grants EUR 46 N/A
AT-HU 2021- | management the joint million
2027 Burgenland development (ERDF), 80 %
GmbH of the co-financing
Hungarian- rate
Austrian
border region.
*EUR 19.1
million on
Priority axis
1. ‘Green and
resilient
border region’
INTERREG Ministry of Website EU co-funding | Grants Total budget * There are no
HU-SRB Foreign Affairs under the EUR 74 764 projects
2021-2027 and Trade of Instrument for 708 (total EU contracted,
Hungary Pre-Accession contribution: yet. Itis
Assistance EUR 63 550 expected that
(IPA) 000) the first
contracts with
Project
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https://www.palyazat.gov.hu/terulet_es_telepulesfejlesztesi_operativ_program_plusz
https://www.palyazat.gov.hu/terulet_es_telepulesfejlesztesi_operativ_program_plusz
https://kormany.hu/miniszterelnokseg/helyettes-allamtitkarok
https://www.palyazat.gov.hu/vegrehajtas_operativ_program_plusz
https://www.palyazat.gov.hu/vegrehajtas_operativ_program_plusz
https://kormany.hu/miniszterelnokseg/helyettes-allamtitkarok
https://www.interreg-athu.eu/hu/interreg-at-hu-2021-2027/
https://www.interreg-athu.eu/hu/interreg-at-hu-2021-2027/
https://www.interreg-athu.eu/hu/interreg-at-hu-2021-2027/
https://hungary-serbia.eu/programme
https://hungary-serbia.eu/programme
https://hungary-serbia.eu/programme
https://2015-2019.kormany.hu/en/ministry-of-foreign-affairs-and-trade
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Funding Managing Contact Scope of Financing Additional Examples of
instrument institution Information support vehicles information relevant
(website) (scale, time projects
horizon funded
advisory
services if
available)
Partners will
be signed in
Q1/2024
INTERREG Ministry of Website Specific Grants EUR 66 N/A
HU-SK-RO- Foreign Affairs objectives million from
UA 2021-2027 | and Trade of include cohesion
(Next Hungary promoting funds
Programme) climate
change
adaptation
and disaster
risk prevention
enhancing
biodiversity
and reducing
all forms of
pollution
INTERREG Ministry of Website Encourage Grants Total: 129 000 | N/A
HU-SK 2021- | Foreign Affairs sustainable 000
2027 and Trade of joint cross- (ERDF:129
Hungary border (not 000 000)
national or
regional)
And And management Min 30 % for
of natural climate
resources and objectives,
Ministry of Website 'C”Tadt? action, and
Investments, L?]‘;O‘L '29 17 % of the
Regional 9 total ERDF for
Development providing
and biodiversity- biodiversity
Informatizatio friendly objectives
n of the afforestation,
Slovak reforestation,
Republic tree-
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https://huskroua-cbc.eu/about/huskroua-2021-2027
https://huskroua-cbc.eu/about/huskroua-2021-2027
https://huskroua-cbc.eu/about/huskroua-2021-2027
https://2015-2019.kormany.hu/en/ministry-of-foreign-affairs-and-trade
https://www.skhu.eu/programme/interreg-husk-2021-2027
https://www.skhu.eu/programme/interreg-husk-2021-2027
https://www.skhu.eu/programme/interreg-husk-2021-2027
https://2015-2019.kormany.hu/en/ministry-of-foreign-affairs-and-trade
https://www.mirri.gov.sk/en/index.html
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Funding Managing Contact Scope of Financing Additional Examples of
instrument institution Information support vehicles information relevant
(website) (scale, time projects
horizon funded
advisory
services if
available)
planting34.
INTERREG Ministry of Website One priority is | Grants EUR 11,7 N/A
SI-HU 2021- Foreign Affairs to promote million ERDF
2027 and Trade of preservation (80 % co-
Hungary of the existing financing)
flora and
fauna and
And And reduction of
pollution.
Slovenia Website
Ministry of
Cohesion and
Regional
Development
INTERREG Ministry of Website One of the Grants total EUR 175 | N/A
RO-HU 2021- | Development, thematic focus 940 025 (80 %
2027 Public Works areas is co-financing
and Public ‘Greener from ERDF)
Administration Europe:
of Romania Renewable
Energy/Climat
e Change &
Risk
prevention &
Biodversity)
EAFRD Ministry of Website Under Grants Rural X "Eorest of
Agriculture Hungary’s development Newborns"
CAP Strategic (CAP HU) Program was
Plan, it Total: EUR 3 launched in
allocates 38 % 229 586 712 2020, within
of the rural (EU budget: the framework
development EUR 8 445 of which,
006 493) e.g., | according to

34 Interreg Hungary — Slovakia, approved by the Commission on 3 November 2022, p 18.
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http://www.si-hu.eu/2127
http://www.si-hu.eu/2127
http://www.si-hu.eu/2127
https://2015-2019.kormany.hu/en/ministry-of-foreign-affairs-and-trade
https://www.gov.si/en/state-authorities/ministries/ministry-of-cohesion-and-regional-development/
https://interreg-rohu.eu/hu/home-hu/
https://interreg-rohu.eu/hu/home-hu/
https://interreg-rohu.eu/hu/home-hu/
https://interreg-rohu.eu/hu/home-hu/
https://www.mdlpa.ro/
https://2015-2019.kormany.hu/hu/foldmuvelesugyi-miniszterium
https://agriculture.ec.europa.eu/system/files/2023-04/csp-at-a-glance-hungary_en.pdf
https://kormany.hu/hirek/iden-450-hektarra-no-az-ujszulottek-erdeje
https://kormany.hu/hirek/iden-450-hektarra-no-az-ujszulottek-erdeje
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budget to agri-
environmental
interventions,
8 % to the
further
development
of organic
farming and
about 5 % to
the protection

Financing
vehicles

Additional
information
(scale, time

horizon
advisory
services if
available)

total planned
investment to

improve the
performance
of the forestry
sector is EUR
448 423 415

WE GROW
TOGETHER

i

Examples of
relevant
projects
funded

the
commitment
made in the
Climate and
Nature
Protection
Action Plan,
by 2030, at
least 10 trees
will be planted

of Natura for every child
2000 sites, born in
which cover Hungary.
around 162
631 hectares.
EU funding sources under direct management
LIFE Ministry of Website Promote the Grants Total planned | Pannonian
Agriculture implementatio budget for grasslands
(for nature n of the bird 2021-2027: and related
and protection EUR 5.4 habitats
biodiversity) directive, the billion. For the | (LIFE-IP
habitat nature & GRASSLAND-
protection biodiversity HU) LIFE18
And And directive, the sub- IPE/HU/00001
implementatio programme: 8 (2019-2026)
n of the EUR 2.1
Ministry for Website Natura 2000 billion (ca.
Innovation - network. A double thanin | N.B. Average
and priority goal is the previous project size for
Technology FO support th_e nature ) traditional
_ implementatio protection projects:
(for Climate n of the EU framework)
Actions, Biodiversity 1-5 partners;
Environment, Strategy. EUR 1-3
or the Clean N million total
Energy budget; EU
Transition) contribution:
EUR 500 000
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https://agridata.ec.europa.eu/extensions/DashboardCapPlan/result_indicators.html
https://agridata.ec.europa.eu/extensions/DashboardCapPlan/result_indicators.html
https://kormany.hu/agrarminiszterium/elerhetosegek
https://2015-2019.kormany.hu/en/ministry-for-innovation-and-technology
https://termeszetvedelem.hu/life-program/
https://termeszetvedelem.hu/life-program/
https://környezetvédelem.hu/kornyezetvedelmi-finanszirozasi-rendszerek-life
https://környezetvédelem.hu/kornyezetvedelmi-finanszirozasi-rendszerek-life
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Funding Managing Contact Scope of Financing Additional Examples of
instrument institution Information support vehicles information relevant
(website) (scale, time projects
horizon funded
advisory
services if
available)
- 1.5 million.
Average
duration: 2-5
years.
Horizon National Website Cluster 5: Grants EUR 800 Research as
Europe Research Climate, million (HU part of the
Development energy and contribution is | Biodiversa+
and mobility aims EUR 2 million) | partnership
Innovation to help Europe
Office become
climate neutral
by 2050
through the
transformation
of the
economy,
industry and
society.
National funding
Green bonds | Hungarian Website The aim is to Bonds In 2020: HUF | N/A
Central Bank finance 30 billion (ca.
investments EUR 78.8
that have million),
some direct or
indirect
environmental
or climate
protection
benefit.
1% tax 10 Million Website In the past 3.5 | Grants 160 10 Million
donations & Trees years, the 10 Trees’
individual Foundation Million Trees communities
and company community were founded
donations planted nearly across HU
(among two hundred that planted a
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https://www.horizonteuropa.nkfih.gov.hu/
https://www.mnb.hu/a-jegybank/informaciok-a-jegybankrol/elerhetosegi-adatok
https://www.mnb.hu/sajtoszoba/sajtokozlemenyek/2022-evi-sajtokozlemenyek/zold-kotveny-kibocsatasi-utmutatot-jelentetett-meg-az-mnb
https://10milliofa.hu/

THREE
BILLIONS

ADDITIONAL~N

TREESE

#3BillionTrees

€

WE GROW
TOGETHER

i

Funding Managing Contact Scope of Financing Additional Examples of
instrument institution Information support vehicles information relevant
(website) (scale, time projects
horizon funded
advisory
services if
available)
others) thousand total of 191
trees and 650 trees by
more than April 2023
forty thousand
shrubs
throughout the
country. Their
goal is to
involve at
least 10
million people
in their
programme
who will plant
at least one
tree in their
lifetime.
Climate Blue Planet Website To fund target HUF 10.5 N/A
Protection Climate companies billion
Venture Protection and
Capital Fund | Investment investment
Fund Private opportunities i.) investments
LLC. that directly or of less than
indirectly 100 million, ii.)
contribute to between 100-
sustainability 350 million
goals, and iii.) more
reduction of than 350
emissions, million HUF.
etc.
Thematically,
tree planting
could fall
under this.

Other funding sources

Council of
Europe

LRA,
depending on

Loans (and
guarantees,
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https://fataj.hu/2023/04/a-10-millio-fa-alapitvany-tobb-tizezer-fat-ultet-2023-ban/
https://www.klimaalap.hu/en/
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Managing
institution

the project

Contact
Information
(website)

Scope of
support

Financing
vehicles

grants and
interest rates
subsidies
through
fiduciary
accounts)

Additional
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(scale, time

horizon
advisory
services if
available)
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Examples of
relevant
projects
funded

EEA and
Norway
Grants

Deputy State
Secretariat for
Development
Policy
Services,
Hungarian
Prime
Minister's
Office

Website

The grants
aim to
contribute to a
more equal
Europe, both
socially and
economically,
including
within the
theme of
‘Climate
Change and
Energy’,

Grants

suspended

In 2020, the
Donor States,
Iceland,
Liechtenstein
and Norway,
did not reach
an agreement
with Hungary
on the
appointment
of a Fund
Operator to
manage the
funding for
civil society.
As a
consequence,
and as
foreseen in
the
cooperation
agreements,
no
programmes
will be
implemented
in Hungary
under the EEA
and Norway
Grants during
the 2014-2021
funding
period.
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https://kormany.hu/miniszterelnokseg/helyettes-allamtitkarok
https://eeagrants.org/countries/hungary
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Abbreviations used

AECM

CAP

EAFRD

EIP

ERDF

NGO

RDP

RRF

RRP

Agri-Environment and Climate Measure

Common Agricultural Policy

European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development
European Innovation Partnership

European Regional Development Fund
Non-governmental organisation

Rural Development Programme

Recovery and Resilience Facility

Recovery and Resilience Plan
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Ireland has a forest cover of 11.6 %, while low by
European standards, Ireland's forests are
expanding, and, for example, have increased 2.2
% on 2017. Native and mixed forests comprise
33.9% of Ireland’s forests. The remaining forest
area is comprised principally of planted non-native
species30,

Through comprehensive public consultation and
engagement with stakeholders, a Shared National
Vision for trees, woods and forests in Ireland was
established for the first time in 2022351, This
collaborative approach in turn helped to shape and
develop a new Forest Strategy for Ireland to
2030352 aiming to achieve 18% of forest cover by
2050.

A key goal of the new strategy is to carry out a
major expansion of native forests and improved
diversity of native tree species in new and existing
forests. This expansion is driven primarily by
Ireland’s new 1.3-billion-euro funded Forestry
Programme 2023-2027353.Desk research shows
that in Ireland, funding for environmental projects
is usually allocated at national level — significant
portions of the budget are specifically allocated for
biodiversity and climate mitigation (e.qg.
Biodiversity Fund, Climate Plan). This money is
then distributed through specific initiatives, for
example via non-governmental organisations
(NGOs), which partner with the government or
government agencies. Most revenue at
local/municipal level stems from national budgets
(which can include EU and other international
funding), unless a municipality specifically states
an initiative is funded by another source. At
regional level, the Northern & Western Regional
Assembly, Southern Regional Assembly, and the
Eastern and Midland Regional Assembly are the
European Regional Development Fund (ERDF)

350 Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine, National
Forest Inventory 2022 — main findings.

351 Government of Ireland, A Shared National Vision for Trees,
Woods and Forests in Ireland by 2050.

352 Government of Ireland. Ireland’s Forest Strategy 2023-2030.

353 Government of Ireland, Ireland’s Forest Strategy
Implementation Plan.

354 Government of Ireland, Bodies responsible for ERDF in
Ireland.
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managing authorities. These assemblies are only
for the purpose of managing EU funds, and
regions in Ireland generally play a small role in the
country’s administration.

The following sections provide some brief
information about potential funding opportunities
for tree planting in Ireland. They are followed by a
summary table with practical links and contact
information.

EU Funding sources
90
s under shared
management

The Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform
has overall responsibility for EU Cohesion Policy
and primary responsibility for the ERDF. Two
ERDF Programmes are foreseen for the 2021-
2027 period, but as of end-February 2023, they
were not yet available for review. One will be
managed by the Northern & Western Regional
Assembly, and the other by the Southern Regional
Assembly3%4, and they seem to concern energy
efficiency rather than biodiversity/tree planting3%5.
While tree planting does not appear to feature
heavily in the projects currently funded through the
Assemblies (according to the websites), there are
several examples of Interreg projects falling under
the competence of the Assemblies that may
include tree-planting3>%, and the scope of future
projects may well include tree planting.

The Common Agricultural Policy (CAP)
Strategic Plan for the current financing period
(2023-2027) mentions incentives for tree planting
by farmers (specifically native trees) several times,
including in relation to climate and

3% Southern, Eastern and Midland Regional Programme 2021—
2027

36 See, for example, the Blue Green City project, which aims to
promote green and blue infrastructures as an integral part of a
local/regional natural heritage preservation strategy (Southern
Regional Assembly, or the PROGRESS project, (PROmoting
the Governance of Regional Ecosystem ServiceS), which aims
to initiate a process of policy change for maintaining nature’s
biodiversity, goods and services (Eastern and Midland Regional
Assembly). Both of these Interreg projects started in 2019.



https://www.gov.ie/pdf/?file=https://assets.gov.ie/246991/0b1fafb5-9475-4955-bbbc-26bd9effb509.pdf#page=null
https://www.gov.ie/pdf/?file=https://assets.gov.ie/246991/0b1fafb5-9475-4955-bbbc-26bd9effb509.pdf#page=null
https://www.gov.ie/pdf/?file=https://assets.gov.ie/233823/b4a56467-a769-4dd8-ad92-9f4f4343ee12.pdf#page=null
https://www.gov.ie/pdf/?file=https://assets.gov.ie/233823/b4a56467-a769-4dd8-ad92-9f4f4343ee12.pdf#page=null
https://www.gov.ie/pdf/?file=https://assets.gov.ie/269571/90a5e49b-0481-4c58-b296-7c27ac9a7ad6.pdf#page=null
https://www.gov.ie/pdf/?file=https://assets.gov.ie/269724/16ab72e4-f0d5-4b11-9ed1-c28874b312ad.pdf#page=null
https://www.gov.ie/pdf/?file=https://assets.gov.ie/269724/16ab72e4-f0d5-4b11-9ed1-c28874b312ad.pdf#page=null
https://eufunds.ie/european-regional-development-fund/responsible-bodies-for-erdf-in-ireland/
https://eufunds.ie/european-regional-development-fund/responsible-bodies-for-erdf-in-ireland/
https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/in-your-country/programmes/2021-2027/ie/2021ie16rfpr002_en
http://www.southernassembly.ie/eu-projects/blue-green-city
https://emra.ie/progress/
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nitrogen/ammonia mitigation, as well as
biodiversity. Funding for smaller-scale tree
planting on farms will be available through the
Eco-Scheme and Agri-Climate Rural
Environmental Scheme (ACRES)
general/cooperation projects. Applicants seeking
ACRES contracts can gain a competitive
advantage by participating in agroforestry or native
woodland establishment schemes under the
National Forest Strategy Implementation Plan.
Objectives include increasing forest cover (native
and/or broadleaf species) and increasing the
carbon sequestration potential of forests and
woodlands. CAP schemes can be applied for
before 15 May 2023 (see summary table)35’.

The Irish Regions European Office acts as a
bridge between Irish local and regional
government and the EU, helping stakeholders to
understand EU policy (including funding
mechanisms)3%8. The National Rural Network
offers members support to maximise the benefits
of the Rural Development Programme (RDP)3%°.
Access Europe (funded by the Department of
Foreign Affairs) also supports Irish civil society
organisations to better access EU funds and
engage in EU policy380.

EU Funding sources
under direct
management

o\
1@@
[~

LIFE funding is managed by the Department of the
Environment, Climate and Communications362,
Information and bid-writing workshop days were
held in summer 2022. Examples of current projects
highlighted on the Irish government website362
concern air quality/emissions, urban rivers, climate
change and the circular economy. One project

357 |reland’s draft CAP Strategic Plan 2023-2027

358 The Irish Regions European Office (IREO)

39 National Rural Network (NRN)

360 Access Europe

361 |IFE funding, Email: LIFE@decc.qgov.ie

362 Examples of current projects

363 Corncrake LIFE

364 National Scenic Parks, Reference: LIFE93 ENV/IRL/003120,
Restoring Priority Woodland Habitats in Ireland,
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addresses habitats, home to corncrake birds363,
and the implementation of the Habitats Directive —
while afforestation is not specifically mentioned, it
could form part of the work. Several past projects
have covered the protection of woodland or forest
management364,

Horizon Europe is supported by Enterprise
Ireland3%5, which offers a National Support
Network, where candidates can find a European
Advisor, as well as other guidance and support
(including financial) for applicants.

Ireland’s National Recovery and Resilience Plan
(RRP) was adopted in July 2020. Priority 1
supports green transition, with one of the
investments focusing on the enhanced
rehabilitation of peatland, encompassing the
rehabilitation of 33,000 hectares of former
industrial peatlands.

-8 National funding
sources

The national government has set aside budget
for trees and biodiversity generally. It is not an
implementation mechanism for such projects,
however, and this money is primarily spent by
Government Departments or other
contractors/organisations®®6. Funding is also
distributed through specific grant mechanisms, for
example, the Heritage Council, a statutory/public
body, which funds a wide range of heritage
projects throughout the country through its annual
grants programme367:368, The Community
Foundation for Ireland also has a specific
Environment and Nature Fund, including a
Biodiversity Funding Strand, designed to enhance
biodiversity in communities38°, which distributes
funds from the government and donors. These
funds can be used to develop Community

Reference: LIFEO5 NAT/IRL/000182

365 Horizon Europe

366 See, for example: Crann — Trees for Ireland

367 See, for example: Community Grant Scheme assists
community/voluntary organisations, with EUR 1.5 million
allocated for 2023.

368 The Heritage Council
369 Community Foundation Ireland



https://assets.gov.ie/203884/8ffd036b-4291-403a-ac1d-2b6776f764cb.pdf
https://www.ireo.eu/about/
https://www.nationalruralnetwork.ie/about-the-nrn-and-the-rdp/
https://www.accesseurope.ie/about
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/7e5e8-life-programme/
mailto:LIFE@decc.gov.ie
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/7e5e8-life-programme/
https://www.corncrakelife.ie/about-the-project/
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/life/publicWebsite/project/details/1259
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/life/publicWebsite/project/details/2614
https://horizoneurope.ie/
https://crann.ie/
https://www.heritagecouncil.ie/funding
https://www.communityfoundation.ie/grants/types-of-grants
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Biodiversity Action Plans and funding to carry out
recommendations from the completed plans3.
Funding, in particular for education (e.g. in
schools), is also distributed by the Environmental
Education Unit of the National Trust for Ireland (An
Taisce). This money comes from various
government departments, government agencies,
corporate funders and philanthropy371.

Most local funding comes from national budgets;
however, local governments often have tree-
planting schemes. The South Dublin County
Council, for example, will accept requests from
Council members, residents’ groups, interest
groups and individuals who want to see trees
planteds’2,

Tree-planting funding via the Climate Action
Plan

Under the government’s Climate Action Plan
(2023373), the Department of the Environment,
Climate and Communications proposes planting
8,000 hectares of new forestry every year to
capture carbon emissions, with key actions to be
taken by the Department of Agriculture.

For example, the Department of Agriculture, Food
and the Marine of Ireland is actively seeking,
through its new Forestry Programme, to incentivise
the planting of native tree species and the creation
of native woodland. The Forestry programme has
a broadleaf target of 50% of the total annual
planting. The Department of Agriculture food and
the Marine is of the view that that the majority of
broadleaf planting targets under the Forestry
Programme will be achieved through native
woodland afforestation374.

Forestry funding at national level

Following receipt of State Aid approval from the
European Commission in August of 2023375, the
Government of Ireland approved the new EUR 1.3
billion funded Forestry Programme. Under the new

370 See: https://www.communityfoundation.ie/

871 Coillte and the Environmental Education Unit of An Taisce
Announce the Delivery of Six Outdoor Based Forest
Classrooms

372 Tree planting programme

373 Government of Ireland. Climate Action Plan 2023.

874 Government of Ireland, Forest Strategy Implementation Plan
including the Forestry Programme 2023-2027.
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programme, an afforestation scheme for 2023-
2027 opened for applications in conjunction with
Government approval. This afforestation scheme
offers a broad range of planting options, with rates
up to 46%-66% higher than those contained within
the previous Forestry Programme (2014-2020,
extended to 2022). The premium period has also
been extended from 15 to 20 years for farmers.
The afforestation scheme contains twelve diverse
forest types, providing ample choice for farmers
and other landowners to plant according to their
needs. Within this scheme, the State covers 100%
of the costs to establish the forest. Consistent with
the new Forest Strategy, the Department of
Agriculture, Food and the Marine of Ireland is
actively seeking, through this programme, to
incentivise the planting of native tree species and
the creation of native woodland. Forests
predominantly comprising broadleaf species
receive significantly higher grants and premiums
compared to forests predominantly comprising
conifer species. The planting of a mix of native
trees to Ireland such as sessile or pedunculate
oak, birch and holly for example, will guarantee
more than EUR 1,100/ha in annual payments for
20 years when established successfully.

The Agriculture and Food Development Authority
(Teagasc)376 also provides information on forestry
grants to private landowners, and a number of
forestry companies can help clients to apply for
and manage national-level funding377.

Biodiversity funding at national level

In early 2023, the Department of Housing, Local
Government and Heritage announced that funding
for locally led biodiversity projects will double, to
EUR 3 million®78. The Local Biodiversity Action
Fund was first launched in 2018 and is operated
by the National Parks and Wildlife Service of the
Department of Housing, Local Government and
Heritage. 109 projects were funded in 2022,

375 SA.107220[1], SA. 104922[2]

876 Teagasc — the Agriculture and Food Development Authority
377 See, for example: The Forestry Company: Forestry planting
or afforestation, Forestry Services Ltd

878 Funding for locally led biodiversity projects doubled to €3
million



https://www.communityfoundation.ie/
https://www.coillte.ie/coillte-and-an-taisce-announce-six-outdoor-forest-classrooms-nw/#:~:text=The%20Environmental%20Education%20Unit%20(EEU)%20of%20An%20Taisce%20was%20established,the%20spectrum%20of%20Irish%20society
https://www.coillte.ie/coillte-and-an-taisce-announce-six-outdoor-forest-classrooms-nw/#:~:text=The%20Environmental%20Education%20Unit%20(EEU)%20of%20An%20Taisce%20was%20established,the%20spectrum%20of%20Irish%20society
https://www.coillte.ie/coillte-and-an-taisce-announce-six-outdoor-forest-classrooms-nw/#:~:text=The%20Environmental%20Education%20Unit%20(EEU)%20of%20An%20Taisce%20was%20established,the%20spectrum%20of%20Irish%20society
https://www.sdcc.ie/en/services/environment/tree-management/tree-planting-programme/
https://www.gov.ie/pdf/?file=https://assets.gov.ie/270956/94a5673c-163c-476a-921f-7399cdf3c8f5.pdf#page=null
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52023AS107220
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/HTML/?uri=CELEX:52023AS104922
https://www.teagasc.ie/about/
https://www.theforestrycompany.ie/forestry-planting/
https://www.theforestrycompany.ie/forestry-planting/
https://forestryservices.ie/services/
https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/24e9c-funding-for-locally-led-biodiversity-projects-doubled-to-3m/#:~:text=Malcolm%20Noonan%2C%20Minister%20of%20State,%E2%82%AC3%20million%20for%202023
https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/24e9c-funding-for-locally-led-biodiversity-projects-doubled-to-3m/#:~:text=Malcolm%20Noonan%2C%20Minister%20of%20State,%E2%82%AC3%20million%20for%202023
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including a project to plant several small, dense
native woodland habitats at schools/education
centres as an educational resource. These funds
can also be accessed via organisations such as
the Community Foundation for Ireland, which
partners with the National Parks and Wildlife
Service to offer grants comprised of private and
public funds. Such projects include one that
planted a tree for every resident of a particular
municipality®7°. Private consultants also help
clients to apply for environmental grant
applications®&, and there are various other
organisations that can support grant-seekers, such
as Natural Capital Ireland, who have undertaken
projects such as For-Es (2021-2025)381,

b Y 4
IO\

Innovative funding
sources

Several NGOs pledge to restore forests and plant
trees. Many with contracting parties to plant the
trees — Hometree, for example, has a partnership
with a community farm, which plants trees using
the funds raised by the NGO?382, The same NGO
has received funding from the Department of
Agriculture, Food and Marine for a European
Innovation Partnership (EIP) to partner with
landowners across 11 farms for a specific tree-
planting initiative383. Other NGOs, such as Easy
Treesie, provide donated saplings to those wishing
to plant trees (e.g. schools)384,
Schools/communities can also request trees from
other sources, such as Coillte, Ireland’s largest
forest manager38® or Trees on the Land386,
Environmental NGOs can also access funding
through the Irish Environmental Network, which
supports members by distributing core funding,

87 See: https://www.communityfoundation.ie/

380 See, for example, ECOS Environmental Consultants

381 ForES

382 Hometree

383 30,000 Native Trees Across 11 Farms

384 Easy Treesie and Trees on the Land

385 Coillte donate over 15,000 trees during Tree Week each
year to schools, local authorities, resident committees etc. On
the Coillte website, potential recipients are encouraged to
contact the Tree Council for more information

36 Trees on the Land: FAQs
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sourced from the Department of Environment,
Community, and Local Government387,
Crowdfunding is also used by some NGOs, for
example CrowdForest, which allows individuals to
back a fundraising campaign for a site that the
organisation has acquired3®8, and Living
Woodlands, which is specifically raising money to
buy a degraded plantation and transform it into a
community woodland?38°.

Certain private companies also have schemes
encouraging tree planting. One cheese producer,
for example, works with its suppliers to improve
biodiversity, giving 50 native trees to each of its
1,200 supplierss3®.

There are several offsetting initiatives in place.
GoCarbonNeutral is a not-for-profit initiative (under
Forestry Partners), which allows businesses to buy
emission offsets by planting woodland. In this
case, the emphasis is put on ensuring that the
trees are planted in a permanent forest and would
not have happened otherwise3°1,

Individuals are given the opportunity to plant trees
through a number of (mostly) private
organisations, for example to commemorate
someone’s life or to celebrate national heritage
(e.g. Americans of Irish descent)32. There are a
number of organisations offering this service, and
most work with contractors to plant the trees.
There may be opportunities for those looking to
secure funding to utilise the money given by these
donors, however, it should be noted that this would
likely be on a small scale.

387 rish Environmental Network (IEN)

388 CrowdForest, How it works

38 FundRazr, Support the Living Woodlands crowdfunding
campaign

3%0 60,000 native trees being planted in West Cork in New Year
Note that scheme draws on funding from the Department of
Agriculture’s Rural Development Programme/EIP Scheme.

381 Go Carbon Neutral: How it works

392 See, for example, the Irish Heritage Tree initiative, the Tree
Council, and Irish Trees



https://www.communityfoundation.ie/
https://www.ecos.ie/environmental-grants/#:~:text=Climate%20Action%20Voucher%2C%20Green%20Start,Gaeltachta%2C%20IDA%20and%20Enterprise%20Ireland
https://www.for-es.ie/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1CA8_HvBA3dY2uSiONp9H2i8hDeejM3MN/view
https://www.hometree.ie/hometree-blog/30000-native-trees-11-farms
https://easytreesie.com/
https://www.coillte.ie/faqs/
https://www.treesontheland.com/faqs
https://ien.ie/about/
https://www.crowdforest.org/
https://fundrazr.com/livingwoodlands?ref=ab_2dCzJBjLODN2dCzJBjLODN
https://fundrazr.com/livingwoodlands?ref=ab_2dCzJBjLODN2dCzJBjLODN
https://www.corkbeo.ie/news/local-news/60000-native-trees-being-planted-22588051
https://www.gocarbonneutral.ie/about-us/how-it-works/
https://www.irishheritagetree.com/
https://www.treecouncil.ie/treesponsorshipscheme
https://www.treecouncil.ie/treesponsorshipscheme
https://irishtrees.ie/
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Contact
Information
(website)

Additional
information
(scale, time

Managing
institution

Scope of
support

Financing
vehicles

EU funding under shared management

horizon
advisory
services if
available)

funded

ERDF Northern and Website Regional Grant Not
Western development/I specifically
Regional nterreg tree-planting
Assembly (but possible
in future)
ERDF Southern, Website Regional Grant Blue Green
Eastern and development/I City
Midland nterreg
Regional
Assembly
JTF Eastern and Website Restoring Grant PROGRESS
Midland degraded project,
Regional peatlands (PROmoting
Assembly the
Governance
of Regional
Ecosystem
ServiceS
European Department of | Website Direct support | EAGF -
Agricultural Agriculture, (EAGF) Voluntary
Guarantee Food and the and Rural actions under
Fund (EAGF) | Marine development the Eco-
and (EAFRD) scheme
European funded with
Agricultural annual
Fund for payment/
Rural hectare.
Development EAFRD -
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https://www.nwra.ie/
https://www.southernassembly.ie/
http://www.southernassembly.ie/eu-projects/blue-green-city
http://www.southernassembly.ie/eu-projects/blue-green-city
https://emra.ie/
https://emra.ie/progress/
https://emra.ie/progress/
https://emra.ie/progress/
https://emra.ie/progress/
https://emra.ie/progress/
https://emra.ie/progress/
https://emra.ie/progress/
https://emra.ie/progress/
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/76026-common-agricultural-policy-cap-post-2020/
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relevant
projects
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(EAFRD) Payment rates
for the
respective
actions
selected and
the results
achieved.
EU funding sources under direct management
LIFE Department of | Website Environmental | Grants Support Corncrake
the restoration/pro available LIFE
Environment, tection through .
Climate and Enterprise I\kLopal
Communicatio Ireland M'
ns Re_st_orlng
Priority
Woodland
Habitats in
Ireland
Horizon Horizoneurop | Website Research and | Grants Support 6.
Europe e.ie innovation available
through the
National
Support
Network
Recovery Department of | 7. Web | Green Grants 8.
and Public site transition
Resilience Expenditure
Facility (RRF)
National funding
Forestry Forestry Website Plant a forest | Grant & Advisory
Programme Division, with a mix of annual Service
2023-2027 - Department of native tree premium
. Agriculture, species M
Native literature

Food and the
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https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/7e5e8-life-programme/
https://www.enterprise-ireland.com/en/
https://www.enterprise-ireland.com/en/
https://www.corncrakelife.ie/
https://www.corncrakelife.ie/
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/life/publicWebsite/project/details/1259
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/life/publicWebsite/project/details/1259
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/life/publicWebsite/project/details/2614
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/life/publicWebsite/project/details/2614
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/life/publicWebsite/project/details/2614
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/life/publicWebsite/project/details/2614
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/life/publicWebsite/project/details/2614
https://horizoneurope.ie/
https://horizoneurope.ie/Horizon_Europe_National_Support_Network_Directory_Jan_23
https://horizoneurope.ie/Horizon_Europe_National_Support_Network_Directory_Jan_23
https://horizoneurope.ie/Horizon_Europe_National_Support_Network_Directory_Jan_23
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/d4939-national-recovery-and-resilience-plan-2021/
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/d4939-national-recovery-and-resilience-plan-2021/
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/e384e-forestry-grants-and-schemes/
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/e384e-forestry-grants-and-schemes/
https://www.teagasc.ie/crops/forestry/advice/
https://www.teagasc.ie/crops/forestry/advice/
https://www.gov.ie/pdf/?file=https://assets.gov.ie/268709/bb1b3853-c6ec-446a-a54a-9a9c062793de.pdf#page=null
https://www.gov.ie/pdf/?file=https://assets.gov.ie/268709/bb1b3853-c6ec-446a-a54a-9a9c062793de.pdf#page=null
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Funding Managing Contact Scope of Financing Additional Examples of
instrument institution Information support vehicles information relevant
(website) (scale, time projects
horizon funded
advisory
services if
available)
Forests Marine
Forestry Forestry Website Protect water Grant & Advisory
Programme Division, bodies by annual Service
2023-2027 - Department of planting a premium
Forests for Agriculture, native tree
Water Food and the forest Support
Marine literature
Forestry Forestry Website Scheme for Grant Advisory
Programme Division, public bodies Service
2023-2027 — Department of to plant new
Forest Agriculture, native forests
” Food and the
creation on Marine ISTugptLrt
public lands Aerature
Forestry Forestry Website Enhance Grant & Advisory
Programme Division, rewilding and annual Service
2023-2027 - Department of emergent premium
Emergent Agriculture, native forests
F nd th pp
forest oo_d and the Su ort
Marine literature
Forestry Forestry Website Plant slow Grant & Advisory
Programme Division, growing annual Service
2023-2027 - Department of broadleaf premium
Afforestation | Agriculture, species with
Food and the focus of Support
Broadleaves : ; ; =Upport
Marine timber quality.
—oak or quality literature
beech
Forestry Forestry Website Plant faster Grant & Advisory
Programme Division, growing annual Service
2023-2027 - Department of broadleaf premium
Afforestation | Agriculture, species with
Other Food and the focus of Support
Broadleaves Marine timber quality literature
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https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/e384e-forestry-grants-and-schemes/
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/e384e-forestry-grants-and-schemes/
https://www.teagasc.ie/crops/forestry/advice/
https://www.teagasc.ie/crops/forestry/advice/
https://www.gov.ie/pdf/?file=https://assets.gov.ie/268709/bb1b3853-c6ec-446a-a54a-9a9c062793de.pdf#page=null
https://www.gov.ie/pdf/?file=https://assets.gov.ie/268709/bb1b3853-c6ec-446a-a54a-9a9c062793de.pdf#page=null
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/e384e-forestry-grants-and-schemes/
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/e384e-forestry-grants-and-schemes/
https://www.teagasc.ie/crops/forestry/advice/
https://www.teagasc.ie/crops/forestry/advice/
https://www.gov.ie/pdf/?file=https://assets.gov.ie/268709/bb1b3853-c6ec-446a-a54a-9a9c062793de.pdf#page=null
https://www.gov.ie/pdf/?file=https://assets.gov.ie/268709/bb1b3853-c6ec-446a-a54a-9a9c062793de.pdf#page=null
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/e384e-forestry-grants-and-schemes/
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/e384e-forestry-grants-and-schemes/
https://www.teagasc.ie/crops/forestry/advice/
https://www.teagasc.ie/crops/forestry/advice/
https://www.gov.ie/pdf/?file=https://assets.gov.ie/268709/bb1b3853-c6ec-446a-a54a-9a9c062793de.pdf#page=null
https://www.gov.ie/pdf/?file=https://assets.gov.ie/268709/bb1b3853-c6ec-446a-a54a-9a9c062793de.pdf#page=null
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/e384e-forestry-grants-and-schemes/
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/e384e-forestry-grants-and-schemes/
https://www.teagasc.ie/crops/forestry/advice/
https://www.teagasc.ie/crops/forestry/advice/
https://www.gov.ie/pdf/?file=https://assets.gov.ie/268709/bb1b3853-c6ec-446a-a54a-9a9c062793de.pdf#page=null
https://www.gov.ie/pdf/?file=https://assets.gov.ie/268709/bb1b3853-c6ec-446a-a54a-9a9c062793de.pdf#page=null
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/e384e-forestry-grants-and-schemes/
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/e384e-forestry-grants-and-schemes/
https://www.teagasc.ie/crops/forestry/advice/
https://www.teagasc.ie/crops/forestry/advice/
https://www.gov.ie/pdf/?file=https://assets.gov.ie/268709/bb1b3853-c6ec-446a-a54a-9a9c062793de.pdf#page=null
https://www.gov.ie/pdf/?file=https://assets.gov.ie/268709/bb1b3853-c6ec-446a-a54a-9a9c062793de.pdf#page=null
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Funding Managing Contact Scope of Financing Additional Examples of
instrument institution Information support vehicles information relevant
(website) (scale, time projects
horizon funded
advisory
services if
available)
Forestry Forestry Website Plant Grant & Advisory
Programme Division, Silvopastoral, | annual Service
2023-2027 - Department of silvoarable or | premium
Agriculture, forest
Agroforestry Food and the gardening Support
Marine systems. literature
Forestry Forestry Website Plant a Grant & Advisory
Programme Division, continuous annual Service
2023-2027 - Department of cover forest premium
Continuous Agriculture, system using
Cover ll\:/IOO'd and the close tc]: SUQQOH
Forestry arine natur_e orestry literature
principles
(native & non-
native
species).
Forestry Forestry Website Plant small Grant & Advisory
Programme Division, - native forests. | annual Service
2023-2027 - Department of premium
Native tree Agriculture,
area scheme :\:Aoo-d and the —9"—5“ ort
arine literature
Forestry Forestry Website Access point Grant Advisory
Programme Division, for private Service
2023-2027 — Department of business to
Agriculture, part fund the
Woodland .
Environment Elooq and the estab!lshment SUQQOH
Fund arine of native literature
forests.
Forestry Forestry Website Restoration of | Grant & Advisory
Programme Division, existing native | annual Service
2023-2027 Department of woodlands premium
. Agriculture, and
\l;lvatlvdel d Food and the conversion of Scheme
oodfan existing non- scheduled for
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https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/e384e-forestry-grants-and-schemes/
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/e384e-forestry-grants-and-schemes/
https://www.teagasc.ie/crops/forestry/advice/
https://www.teagasc.ie/crops/forestry/advice/
https://www.gov.ie/pdf/?file=https://assets.gov.ie/268709/bb1b3853-c6ec-446a-a54a-9a9c062793de.pdf#page=null
https://www.gov.ie/pdf/?file=https://assets.gov.ie/268709/bb1b3853-c6ec-446a-a54a-9a9c062793de.pdf#page=null
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/e384e-forestry-grants-and-schemes/
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/e384e-forestry-grants-and-schemes/
https://www.teagasc.ie/crops/forestry/advice/
https://www.teagasc.ie/crops/forestry/advice/
https://www.gov.ie/pdf/?file=https://assets.gov.ie/268709/bb1b3853-c6ec-446a-a54a-9a9c062793de.pdf#page=null
https://www.gov.ie/pdf/?file=https://assets.gov.ie/268709/bb1b3853-c6ec-446a-a54a-9a9c062793de.pdf#page=null
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/e384e-forestry-grants-and-schemes/
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/e384e-forestry-grants-and-schemes/
https://www.teagasc.ie/crops/forestry/advice/
https://www.teagasc.ie/crops/forestry/advice/
https://www.gov.ie/pdf/?file=https://assets.gov.ie/268709/bb1b3853-c6ec-446a-a54a-9a9c062793de.pdf#page=null
https://www.gov.ie/pdf/?file=https://assets.gov.ie/268709/bb1b3853-c6ec-446a-a54a-9a9c062793de.pdf#page=null
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/e384e-forestry-grants-and-schemes/
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/e384e-forestry-grants-and-schemes/
https://www.teagasc.ie/crops/forestry/advice/
https://www.teagasc.ie/crops/forestry/advice/
https://www.gov.ie/pdf/?file=https://assets.gov.ie/268709/bb1b3853-c6ec-446a-a54a-9a9c062793de.pdf#page=null
https://www.gov.ie/pdf/?file=https://assets.gov.ie/268709/bb1b3853-c6ec-446a-a54a-9a9c062793de.pdf#page=null
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/e384e-forestry-grants-and-schemes/
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/e384e-forestry-grants-and-schemes/
https://www.teagasc.ie/crops/forestry/advice/
https://www.teagasc.ie/crops/forestry/advice/
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/e384e-forestry-grants-and-schemes/
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/e384e-forestry-grants-and-schemes/
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relevant
projects
funded

Conservation | Marine native forests launch in 2024
Scheme to native
woodland

Climate Department of | Website Tree-planting Money
Action Plan Agriculture, for the allocated for

Food and the purpose of new

Marine lowering CO2 | forestation

emissions (more details
not yet known)

Local National Parks | Website Local Grants for Tidy
Biodiversity and Wildlife biodiversity local Village/Towns
Action Fund Services action authorities

(Department

of Housing,

Local

Government

and Heritage)
Environment | An Taisce Website Education Grants/fundin LEAF Ireland
al Education g for (school)
Unit education Green

Schools
Ireland

Community Heritage Website Built and Grants Wildlife
Grant Council natural Sanctuary
Scheme heritage
Innovative funding
GoCarbonNe | Forestry Website Businesses Offset 9.
utral.ie Partners are given the

(Environmenta opportunity to

| Preservation offset carbon

Trust CLG) footprint
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https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/e384e-forestry-grants-and-schemes/
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/7bd8c-climate-action-plan-2023/#:~:text=The%20Climate%20Action%20Plan%202023,budgets%20and%20sectoral%20emissions%20ceilings
https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/24e9c-funding-for-locally-led-biodiversity-projects-doubled-to-3m/#:~:text=First%20launched%20in%202018%2C%20the,in%20addressing%20the%20biodiversity%20emergency
https://www.communityfoundation.ie/
https://www.communityfoundation.ie/
https://www.antaisce.org/education
https://leafireland.org/
https://greenschoolsireland.org/about/
https://greenschoolsireland.org/about/
https://greenschoolsireland.org/about/
https://www.heritagecouncil.ie/
https://www.heritagecouncil.ie/projects/wildlife-sanctuary
https://www.heritagecouncil.ie/projects/wildlife-sanctuary
https://www.gocarbonneutral.ie/

FINANCING SOURCES IN ITALY



Abbreviations used

APRE

CAP

CEPA

CINEA

CRUMA

EAFRD

EEA

ERDF

NCP

NRDP

PES

RDP

RRF

RRP

Agency for the Promotion of European Research

Common Agricultural Policy

Classification of Environmental Protection Activities and expenditure
European Climate, Infrastructure and Environment Executive Agency
Classification of Resource Use and Management Activities and expenditures
European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development

European Environmental Agency

European Regional Development Fund

National Contact Point

National Rural Development Programme

Payment for ecosystem services

Rural Development Programme

Recovery and Resilience Facility

Recovery and Resilience Plan
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In Italy, funding for projects relating to biodiversity,
climate, and nature conservation and protection
can be obtained from a variety of sources,
including European Union (EU) funding, national
and regional funds for environmental protection,
municipal budgets, private funding, and payment
for ecosystem services (PES) schemes.

The Ministry of the Environment stressed the
importance of EU funding for the implementation
of the 2020 National Biodiversity Strategy.
Cohesion Policy, as the EU’s main investment
policy, is implemented through several
Programmes (including European Regional
Development Fund (ERDF) Interreg Programmes),
which provide grants for various initiatives,
including biodiversity. From 2023 onwards, the
European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development
(EAFRD) will be incorporated in the national
Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) strategic plans
and the regional complements for rural
development. The LIFE Programme can also be
used for tree-planting projects, as can Horizon
Europe, which includes a relevant cluster for
biodiversity.

At national level, to date there is no specific
financing instrument for biodiversity. Accordingly,
national funding for biodiversity is ad hoc.
Regions and local authorities frequently combine
financing from private organisations with direct
and indirect funding from the EU for biodiversity
projects, and sometimes spend a portion of their
regional or local budgets on environmental
projects.

Funding for biodiversity initiatives can also come
from foundations and private businesses,
frequently in conjunction with other public funding.
Innovative financing sources, such as PES, are
gradually gaining popularity in Italy and have been
indicated as important financing instruments for
the next Biodiversity Strategy.

The following sections provide some brief
information about possible funding opportunities

3% See list of OPs at: EU regional and urban development
website.

394 By clicking Italy on this interactive map, it is possible to see
which Interreg programmes include Italy.

3% | ast Italian RDP approved by Commission Decision C(2021)
6136, 16.08.2021 (all documents available from Ministero

,,,,,,

WE GROW
TOGETHER

for tree planting in Italy. They are followed by a
summary table with practical links and contact
information.

EU Funding sources
o9
/s under shared
management

Italy has several Programmes that are financed
under EU Cohesion Policy and specifically
mention biodiversity financing and protection of
nature and biodiversity as key priorities3%. These
are the ERDF 2021-2027 programmes for the
following regions: Friuli-Venezia Giulia, Lazio,
Sardegna, Toscana, Umbria, Veneto, Emilia-
Romagna, Campania, Calabria, Basilicata. Two
Interreg international programmes that include Italy
expressly mention biodiversity in their priorities:
Interreg EURO-Med and Interreg Alpine Space3%.

Regarding EAFRD, rural development in Italy was
implemented through 22 Rural Development
Programmes (RDPs) — one at national level and
21 regional RDPs for the period 2014-2022. The
National Rural Development Programme (NRDP)
outlines the priorities for the use of approximately
EUR 2.9 billion of public expenditure (EUR 1.3
billion from the EU budget and EUR 1.6 billion of
national co-financing) for the period 2014-2022.
The last published NRDP stated as a priority
‘safeguarding, restoring and improving biodiversity,
including in Natura 2000 areas and in areas
subject to natural or other specific constraints, in
agriculture with a high naturalistic value, as well as
the landscape of Europe (focus area 4.A)3%,

From 2023 onwards, all new rural development
actions will be incorporated into national CAP
strategic plans®%. On 2 December 2022, the
Commission approved the CAP Strategic Plan for
Italy3?7..Over EUR 10 billion of the Plan’s budget is

dell’Agricoltura, della Sovranita alimentare e delle Foreste,
PROGRAMMA SVILUPPO RURALE NAZIONALE (PSRN)).
3% European Commission, CAP Strategic Plans.

397 Commission Implementing Decision of 2 December 2022
approving the 2023-2027 CAP Strategic Plan of Italy for Union



https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/en/atlas/programmes?search=1&keywords=&periodId=3&countryCode=IT&regionId=ALL&objectiveId=14&tObjectiveId=ALL
https://interreg.eu/
https://www.reterurale.it/psrn
https://agriculture.ec.europa.eu/cap-my-country/cap-strategic-plans_en
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earmarked for interventions in climate and
environment3%. A significant share is specifically
related to ‘support for maintenance of
forestation/afforestation and agro-forestry
systems’39,

The 2022 public notice for the submission and
selection of ‘health-environment-biodiversity-
climate’ applied research projects for the
implementation of actions to be financed under
investment no. E.1 ‘Health-environment-
biodiversity-climate’ of the Complementary Plan to
the national Recovery and Resilience Plan
(RRP)40,

At regional level, the Regions and Autonomous
Provinces prepare their respective ‘Regional
Complements for Rural Development’
(Complementi regionali per lo Sviluppo Rurale),
i.e. regional implementation documents of the
national Strategic Plan. As of April 2023, they were
not centralised on a single website but are
available on the website of each region (see
summary table). These Regional Complements
can be used to support projects relevant to
biodiversity and tree planting. For instance, the
Regional Complement for Rural Development of
Abruzzo allocates EUR 1,000,000 specifically for
‘forestation/afforestation and agro-forestry systems
on agricultural land’401,

support financed by the European Agricultural Guarantee Fund
and the European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development,
C(2022) 8645 final, available here.

3% European Commission, At a glance: Italy’s Strategic Plan.
3% The total of these amounts is not indicated and is a complex
manual calculation. All of the individual amounts can be found
from p. 3301 of the 2023-2027 CAP Strategic Plan of Italy,
available at Ministero dell’Agricoltura, della Sovranita
alimentare e delle Foreste, PIANO STRATEGICO POLITICA
AGRICOLA COMUNE 2023-2027.

400 Ministero della Salute, Avviso pubblico per la presentazione
e selezione di progetti di ricerca applicata ‘salute-ambiente-
biodiversita-clima’ per I'attuazione di interventi da finanziare
dell'investimento E.1 ‘Salute-ambiente-biodiversita-clima’ del
Piano complementare al Piano nazionale di ripresa e resilienza
(PNC-E.1), 2022.
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EU Funding sources
under direct
management

EU LIFE funding is another important source for
financing biodiversity action and tree planting. In
Italy, LIFE is implemented by the Ministry of the
Environment and Energy Security*®2. In 2020, Italy
obtained funding for 28 projects (24 from the LIFE
Environment Sub-Programme; 4 from the LIFE
Climate Action Sub-Programme), for which the EU
contributed EUR 45.6 million of a total EUR 82.7
million“%3, One of the projects funded is LIFE VAIA
‘Valuing afforestation of damaged woods with
Innovative Agroforestry’ (Valutare I'imboschimento
dei boschi danneggiati con I’Agroforestazione
Innovativa), managed by Rigoni di Asiago srl,
which includes the accelerated reconstruction of
forest ecosystems“%4, The calls for 2023 projects
are now open and can be accessed on the
European Climate, Infrastructure and Environment
Executive Agency (CINEA) website4%, A project
funded through the LIFE Programme 2021-2027 is
‘Promoting effective forest PES through the EU
financial and state aid programmes’, which
secured an EU contribution of EUR 139,050 for the
University of Padova, the project coordinator4s,
LIFE 2014-2020 funded another PES project,
Making Good Natura, which aimed to identify
governance tools and innovative models for
efficient management of Natura 2000 sites*%.

In Italy, the National Contact Point (NCP) for
Horizon Europe is represented by the Agency for
the Promotion of European Research (APRE)4%8,

LY\
‘Ql
[~

401 Regione Abruzzo, Sviluppo rurale 2023-2027 — Imprudente:
approvato complemento di programmazione, per I’Abruzzo 354
milioni, 2023.

402 Ministero del’ Ambiente e della Sicurezza Energetica, LIFE.
403 Ministero dell’Ambiente e della Sicurezza Energetica,
Progetti Call 2020, 2022.

404 Ministero dell’ Ambiente e della Sicurezza Energetica,
Progetti Call 2020, 2022; see also Life VAIA website.

405 CINEA, Programme for the Environment and Climate Action
(LIFE), Funding & tender opportunities.

406 Eyropean Commission, Promoting effective forest PES
through the EU financial and state aid programmes.

407 European Commission — LIFE public database, Making
Public Goods Provision the Core Business of Natura 2000,
LIFE11 ENV/IT/000168 Making Good Natura.

408 APRE webpage.



https://agriculture.ec.europa.eu/document/download/42ff981c-0e32-4aa2-a759-813e3626c5b3_en?filename=csp-implementing-decision-italy_en_0.pdf
https://agriculture.ec.europa.eu/document/download/34058aa4-eee5-4579-99af-0e7c100d40ba_en?filename=csp-at-a-glance-italy_en.pdf
https://www.reterurale.it/flex/cm/pages/ServeBLOB.php/L/IT/IDPagina/24037
https://www.reterurale.it/flex/cm/pages/ServeBLOB.php/L/IT/IDPagina/24037
https://www.pnrr.salute.gov.it/portale/pnrrsalute/dettaglioBandiPNRRSalute.jsp?lingua=italiano&id=322
https://www.regione.abruzzo.it/content/sviluppo-rurale-2023-2027-imprudente-approvato-complemento-di-programmazione-l%E2%80%99abruzzo-354
https://www.mase.gov.it/pagina/life
https://www.mase.gov.it/pagina/progetti-call-2020
https://www.mase.gov.it/pagina/progetti-call-2020
https://lifevaia.eu/
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/programmes/life2027
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/projects-details/43252405/101086509/LIFE2027
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/projects-details/43252405/101086509/LIFE2027
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/life/publicWebsite/index.cfm?fuseaction=search.dspPage&n_proj_id=4231
https://horizoneurope.apre.it/
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Tree-planting initiatives/projects can be funded
through this mechanism, although it has yet to be
used for this purpose in Italy. The 100KTREEs
project aims to make cities a better and healthier
place to live by encouraging municipalities to plant
more trees and optimise the impact of tree
planting. Coordinated in Denmark, it receives an
EU contribution of EUR 1,891,3004%9,

. National funding
sources

At national level, to ensure real integration
between ltaly’s development objectives and the
protection of its biodiversity heritage, the Ministry
of the Environment prepared the National
Biodiversity Strategy in 2010. In 2021, the process
of defining and sharing the new National
Biodiversity Strategy 2030 began and is still
ongoing*t°. However, the first draft indicated that
at least EUR 20 billion should be released for
spending on nature and biodiversity each year,
through public and private funding*!!. To date,
there is no specific financing instrument for
biodiversity in Italy*1?, although it was and is
considered desirable to create one*3. This means
that national financing is given through ad hoc
acts. For instance, the 2019 Climate Decree (the
first full environmental decree in Italy) saw EUR 30
million allocated for 2020 and 2021 for the planting
and replanting of trees, forestry, and the creation
of urban and peri-urban forests in metropolitan
cities*14,

At regional level, regions and local authorities
frequently combine financing from private

499 More information available at: Cordis, Decision Toolbox for
cities to improve air quality, biodiversity, human wellbeing and
reduce climate risks by planting more trees in our cities.

410 Ministero dell’Ambiente e della Sicurezza Energetica,
Biodiversita; Ministero dell’Ambiente e della Sicurezza
Energetica, Strategia Nazionale per la Biodiversita al 2030.
411 Ministero del’Ambiente e della Sicurezza Energetica,
Strategia Nazionale per la Biodiversita, testo consolidato, 2022.
412 |pid.

413 Ministero dell’Ambiente e della tutela del territorio e del
mare, Straegia Nazionale per la Biodiversita 2011-2020:
Rapporto conclusivo, 2021.

414 Article 4 ‘Actions for reforestation’, DECRETO-LEGGE 14
ottobre 2019 n. 111.
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organisations with direct and indirect funding from
the EU for biodiversity projects. Depending on the
policy objectives of the regional or municipal
government, a portion of regional and local
budgets may occasionally be set aside for
environmental projects, including those aimed at
preserving biodiversity, establishing green spaces,
and replanting*'>. Each regional administration has
a website with a biodiversity section that may
contain details on ongoing projects and funding
sources (see summary table).

In April 2022, the Lombardia region published the
‘Biodiversity and Climate’ call for tenders, which
makes EUR 3.5 million of regional funds available
for measures to promote biodiversity and green
infrastructure throughout the region, with a special
focus on the network of protected areas and
Natura 2000 sites (BioClima)*16. Technical
assistance and advisory services were available to
interested organisations through the Cariplo
Foundation, provided by University of Padua
associate, Etifor4l7. Twelve projects were
successful in their tenders, with an estimated 270
hectares of existing forest set to be improved, and
more than 18 hectares of new woodland created,
with the planting of at least 66,000 trees*'8. The
project is an interesting example of financial
engineering, as it combines various sources of
financing (LIFE funding, regional budget, co-
financing from private companies and public
funding). The importance of financial engineering
was highlighted in the Final Report on the National
Biodiversity Strategy 2011-2020, which stressed
that ‘like the biological diversity of ecosystems, the
diversity of funding sources would give greater
assurance and resilience to monetary flows over
time’419,

415 Markowska A., et al., financing biodiversity action:
opportunities and challenges for EU sub-national governments,
2020.

416 Regione Lombardia, Bando BioClima, 2022; see also
Regione Lombardia, Bando ‘BioClima’ da 3.5 milioni di euro,
2022.

417 Etifor, Servizio di assistenza tecnica per la valorizzazione
dei servizi ecosistemici nell'ambito dell’'iniziativa pubblico-
privata BioClima.

418 Regione Lombardia, Grazie al Bando Bioclima ricadute su 8
habitat e oltre 70 specie, Lombardia Notizie Online, 2022.

419 Ministero dell’Ambiente e della tutela del territorio e del
mare, Straegia Nazionale per la Biodiversita 2011-2020:
Rapporto conclusivo, 2021.



https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101082551
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101082551
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101082551
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101082551
https://www.mase.gov.it/pagina/biodiversita
https://www.mase.gov.it/pagina/strategia-nazionale-la-biodiversita-al-2030
https://www.mase.gov.it/sites/default/files/archivio/allegati/biodiversita/nuova_SNB_2030.pdf
https://www.mase.gov.it/sites/default/files/archivio/allegati/biodiversita/Report_Conclusivo_SNB_2011-2020_p11-csr-atto-rep-n-55-05mag2021.pdf
https://www.gazzettaufficiale.it/eli/id/2019/10/14/19G00125/sg
https://cor.europa.eu/en/engage/studies/Documents/Financing%20biodiversity%20action.pdf
https://www.bandi.regione.lombardia.it/procedimenti/new/bandi/bandi/ambiente-energia/parchi-aree-protette/bando-bioclima-RLT12022023783
https://www.regione.lombardia.it/wps/portal/istituzionale/HP/DettaglioAvviso/servizi-e-informazioni/enti-e-operatori/ambiente-ed-energia/parchi-e-aree-protette/biodiversita-e-reti-ecologiche/bando-bioclima/bando-bioclima
https://www.etifor.com/it/assistenza-tecnica-bando-biodiversita-clima/
https://www.lombardianotizie.online/bando-bioclima-biodiversita-lombardia/
https://www.lombardianotizie.online/bando-bioclima-biodiversita-lombardia/
https://www.mase.gov.it/sites/default/files/archivio/allegati/biodiversita/Report_Conclusivo_SNB_2011-2020_p11-csr-atto-rep-n-55-05mag2021.pdf
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Another example of regional financing is the
Emilia-Romagna regional tender ‘Putting down
roots for the future’. The regional government
approved a call for tenders to support forestation
measures for all types of enterprises, with a
budget of EUR 500,000 for the period 2022-
2023420,

Funding for biodiversity initiatives can come from
foundations and private businesses, frequently
in conjunction with other public funding. For
instance, the Cariplo Foundation sets the objective
of ‘Preserving, enhancing and passing on
environmental and landscape heritage, generating
opportunities for sustainable development and
promoting the resilience of communities and
ecosystems’2!, In addition to supporting initiatives
implemented by non-profit organisations, the
Foundation structures and implements its own
projects, involving other partners and acting as a
collator for the necessary resources (e.g. BioClima
project in Lombardia).

The Capellino Foundation aims to safeguard
biodiversity and combat climate change. It is
currently financing the project ‘Condivide et
Albera’, a pilot scientific study on the qualities of
trees and their placement in urban areas so as to
maximise the benefits of planting interventions,
which will subsequently be exported to larger area
within cities, laying the foundations for other
comparative studies and allowing significantly
larger and more impactful planting422.

Private businesses often join financing
partnerships for biodiversity projects. For instance,
several private companies participate in Foresta
Italia (managed by Rete Clima), a project aiming to
improve national forestry and regenerate urban
and suburban areas of the national territory*23.
This project uses also PES schemes (see below).

420 Regione Emilia-Romagna, Mettiamo radici per il futuro: al via
un nuovo bando per piantare alberi in aree di proprieta o
disponibilita delle imprese, 2022.

421 Fondazione Cariplo, Cambiamento climatico.

422 Fondazione Capellino, Condivide et Albera.

423 Rete Clima, Forestazione Italiana®: un Protocollo tecnico
forestale per promuovere la natura in Italia, 2019.
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Innovative funding
sources

The Final Report on the National Biodiversity
Strategy 2011-2020 states that it will be important
to intercept new flows of financing and involving
private stakeholders with tax reforms, market
strategies, funds, concessions, banking and
insurance products based on environmental
premiums and conditionality, bonds (sovereign or
private, such as green and blue bonds, United
Nations Sustainable Development Goals (UN
SDG) bonds), and green guarantees*?4, This is
stressed in the first draft of the National
Biodiversity Strategy 2030, which states that the
introduction of market-based instruments should
also be promoted, starting with the adoption of
fiscal incentive mechanisms and pricing systems
through the creation of markets, such as PES*?,

The project LIFECO2PES&PEF (financed by the
LIFE Programme) aims to create a system of
PES. This is important because the transformation
of ecosystem services into ‘saleable products’ by
attributing an economic value based on a market
positioning does not have an established and
standardised procedure. Accordingly,
LIFECO2PES&PEF seeks to create a services
validation protocol, which may be certified to
transform certain ecosystem services into
‘products’ with a monetary value*26.

Foresta Italia, managed by Rete Clima, is planning
to use PES schemes to achieve its aim of
generating ecosystem services in Italy, increasing
the Italian forest heritage, and improving the
quality of the environment in urban and suburban
areas*?’. The project targets companies that want
to plant trees by committing themselves to the
environment, both to improve the quality of urban
areas (perhaps near company headquarters or

424 Ministero dell’Ambiente e della tutela del territorio e del
mare, Straegia Nazionale per la Biodiversita 2011-2020:
Rapporto conclusivo, 2021

425 Ministero dell’Ambiente e della Sicurezza Energetica,
Strategia Nazionale per la Biodiversita, testo consolidato, 2022.
426 project LIFECO2PES&PEF webpage.

427 Rete Clima, Pagamento dei servizi ecosistemici ed
ambientali (PSEA) in Italia: una proposta di impegno e di CSR

per le Aziende, 2020.



https://ambiente.regione.emilia-romagna.it/it/radiciperilfuturoer/notizie/2022/201cmettiamo-radici-per-il-futuro201d-al-via-un-nuovo-bando-per-piantare-alberi-in-aree-di-proprieta-o-disponibilita-delle-imprese
https://www.fondazionecariplo.it/it/strategia/cambiamento-climatico.html
https://fondazionecapellino.org/it/daje-de-alberi-roma
https://www.reteclima.it/forestazione-italiana/
https://www.mase.gov.it/sites/default/files/archivio/allegati/biodiversita/Report_Conclusivo_SNB_2011-2020_p11-csr-atto-rep-n-55-05mag2021.pdf
https://www.mase.gov.it/sites/default/files/archivio/allegati/biodiversita/nuova_SNB_2030.pdf
https://lifeco2pefandpes.eu/
https://www.reteclima.it/pagamento-dei-servizi-ecosistemici-ed-ambientali-psea-degli-ecosistemi-italiani-una-proposta-di-csr-per-le-aziende/
https://www.reteclima.it/pagamento-dei-servizi-ecosistemici-ed-ambientali-psea-degli-ecosistemi-italiani-una-proposta-di-csr-per-le-aziende/
https://www.reteclima.it/pagamento-dei-servizi-ecosistemici-ed-ambientali-psea-degli-ecosistemi-italiani-una-proposta-di-csr-per-le-aziende/
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even at their own premises) and to combat climate
change*?®, Companies wishing to support and
enhance ecosystem services in Italy can contact
ReteClima to initiate the shared design of
sustainability projects based on PES, keeping
forests and plantations at the centre of projects*2®
(see summary table).

428 Rete Clima, Foresta Italia: le Aziende piantano alberi in 42% Rete Clima, Pagamento dei servizi ecosistemici ed
Italia. ambientali (PSEA) in Italia: una proposta di impegno e di CSR

per le Aziende, 2020.
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https://www.reteclima.it/forestazione-italiana-per-aziende-team-building-csr-green-communication-marketing-forestami-milano/
https://www.reteclima.it/pagamento-dei-servizi-ecosistemici-ed-ambientali-psea-degli-ecosistemi-italiani-una-proposta-di-csr-per-le-aziende/
https://www.reteclima.it/pagamento-dei-servizi-ecosistemici-ed-ambientali-psea-degli-ecosistemi-italiani-una-proposta-di-csr-per-le-aziende/
https://www.reteclima.it/pagamento-dei-servizi-ecosistemici-ed-ambientali-psea-degli-ecosistemi-italiani-una-proposta-di-csr-per-le-aziende/
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Funding Managing Contact Scope of Financing Additional Examples of
instrument institution Information support vehicles information relevant
(website) (scale, time projects
horizon funded
advisory
services if
available)
EU funding under shared management
ERDF - Friuli Venezia | Website Ecological Grants and 2021-2027
regional Giulia — transition, financial
Servizio and resilience and | instruments
gestione fondi | Website biodiversity
comunitari
Contact:
no.vasinis@re
gione.fvqg.it
ERDF - Lazio — Website Transition to a | Grants and 2021-2027
regional Direzione low-carbon financial
Regionale per and economy in all | instruments
lo Sviluppo Website sectors,
Economico, le climate
Attivita Contact: | change
Produttive e la | 2dgcomplazio | gqaptation,
Ricerca @regione.Jazi | yisk prevention
o.it and
management
ERDF - Sardegna — Website Protection of Grants and 2021-2027
regional Centro nature and financial
Regionale di and biodiversity instruments
Programmazio | \Website
ne -
Assessorato | contact:
della crp.adgporfesr
Programmazio | @redgione.sar
ne, Bilancio, degna.it
Credito e
Assetto del
Territorio
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https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/in-your-country/programmes/2021-2027/it/2021it16rfpr007_en
https://opencoesione.gov.it/it/
mailto:no.vasinis@regione.fvg.it
mailto:no.vasinis@regione.fvg.it
https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/in-your-country/programmes/2021-2027/it/2021it16rfpr008_en
https://opencoesione.gov.it/it/
mailto:adgcomplazio@regione.lazio.it
mailto:adgcomplazio@regione.lazio.it
mailto:adgcomplazio@regione.lazio.it
https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/in-your-country/programmes/2021-2027/it/2021it16rfpr015_en
https://opencoesione.gov.it/it/
mailto:crp.adgporfesr@regione.sardegna.it
mailto:crp.adgporfesr@regione.sardegna.it
mailto:crp.adgporfesr@regione.sardegna.it
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Funding Managing Contact Scope of Financing Additional Examples of
instrument institution Information support vehicles information relevant
(website) (scale, time projects
horizon funded
advisory
services if
available)
ERDF - Regione Website Ecological Grants and 2021-2027
regional Toscana — transition, financial
Direzione and resilience and | instruments
Generale Website biodiversity
Competitivita
territoriale Contact:
della Toscana | autoritagestio
e Autorita di Necreo@reqio
Gestione - ne.toscana.it
Settore
Autorita di
Gestione del
POR FESR
ERDF - Umbria — Website Protection of Grants and 2021-2027
regional Direzione nature and financial
Risorse, and biodiversity instruments
programmazio | \Website
ne, cultura,
turismo Contact:

Irossetti@reqi

one.umbria.it

ERDF - Veneto — Website Nature Grants and 2021-2027
regional Direzione protection and | financial

Programmazio and biodiversity instruments

ne Unitaria, Website

che fa parte

dell’Area Contact: .

Politiche programmazio

Economiche, | D€ )

Capitale unitaria@regio

Umano e ne.veneto.it

Programmazio

ne

Comunitaria
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https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/in-your-country/programmes/2021-2027/it/2021it16rfpr017_en
https://opencoesione.gov.it/it/
mailto:autoritagestionecreo@regione.toscana.it
mailto:autoritagestionecreo@regione.toscana.it
mailto:autoritagestionecreo@regione.toscana.it
https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/in-your-country/programmes/2021-2027/it/2021it16rfpr018_en
https://opencoesione.gov.it/it/
mailto:lrossetti@regione.umbria.it
mailto:lrossetti@regione.umbria.it
https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/in-your-country/programmes/2021-2027/it/2021it16rfpr020_en
https://opencoesione.gov.it/it/
mailto:programmazione-unitaria@regione.veneto.it
mailto:programmazione-unitaria@regione.veneto.it
mailto:programmazione-unitaria@regione.veneto.it
mailto:programmazione-unitaria@regione.veneto.it
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Funding Managing Contact Scope of Financing Additional Examples of
instrument institution Information support vehicles information relevant
(website) (scale, time projects
horizon funded
advisory
services if
available)
ERDF - Emilia- Website Nature Grants and 2021-2027
regional Romagna — protection and | financial
Direzione and biodiversity instruments
Generale Website
Economia —
della Contact:
Conoscenza, dgcli@regione
del Lavoro e -emilia-
dellimpresa romagna.it
ERDF — Regione Website Nature Grants and 2021-2027
regional Campania protection and | financial
and biodiversity instruments
Website
Contact:
sergio.negro
@regione.cam
pania.it
ERDF - Calabria — Website Nature Grants and 2021-2027
regional Dipartimento protection and | financial
Programmazio and biodiversity instruments
ne Unitaria Website
Contact:
programmazio
ne@regione.c
alabria.it
ERDF — Autorita di Website Protecting Grants and 2021-2027
regional Gestione del biodiversity financial
Programma and and the instruments
Regionale Website region’s large
Basilicata network of
FESR/FSE+ Contact: | patural areas
alfonso.morvill
o@regione.ba
silicata.it
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https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/in-your-country/programmes/2021-2027/it/2021it16rfpr006_en
https://opencoesione.gov.it/it/
mailto:dgcli@regione.emilia-romagna.it
mailto:dgcli@regione.emilia-romagna.it
mailto:dgcli@regione.emilia-romagna.it
https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/in-your-country/programmes/2021-2027/it/2021it16rfpr005_en
https://opencoesione.gov.it/it/
mailto:sergio.negro@regione.campania.it
mailto:sergio.negro@regione.campania.it
mailto:sergio.negro@regione.campania.it
https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/in-your-country/programmes/2021-2027/it/2021it16ffpr003_en
https://opencoesione.gov.it/it/
mailto:programmazione@regione.calabria.it
mailto:programmazione@regione.calabria.it
mailto:programmazione@regione.calabria.it
https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/in-your-country/programmes/2021-2027/it/2021it16ffpr004_en
https://opencoesione.gov.it/it/
mailto:alfonso.morvillo@regione.basilicata.it
mailto:alfonso.morvillo@regione.basilicata.it
mailto:alfonso.morvillo@regione.basilicata.it
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Funding Managing Contact Scope of Financing Additional Examples of
instrument institution Information support vehicles information relevant
(website) (scale, time projects
horizon funded
advisory
services if
available)
ERDF - Interreg Alpine | Website Biodiversity Grants and
Interreg Space Contact: and green financial
o infrastructure instruments
spazio_alpino
@regione.lom
bardia.it
ERDF - Interreg Website Biodiversity Grants and
Interreg EURO-Med ) and green financial
Contact. .| infrastructure instruments
programme @i
nterreg-euro-
med.eu
EAFRD - Ministero Click here for Support for Grants and 2023-2027
New CAP dell’agricoltura | all the relevant | maintenance financial
Strategic , documents of instruments
Plan for Italy ... | related to the forestation/aff
dglla sovranita | \e\y cap orestation and
alimentare e Strategic Plan | agroforestry
delle foreste for ltaly systems
EAFRD - Regione Lazio | Website Biodiversity, Grants and 2023-2027
New nature, financial
Regional agriculture instruments
Complement
for Rural
Development
EAFRD - Regione Valle | Website Biodiversity, Grants and 2023-2027
New d’Aosta nature, financial
Regional agriculture instruments
Complement
for Rural
Development
EAFRD - Regione Website Biodiversity, Grants and 2023-2027
New Piemonte nature, financial
Regional agriculture instruments

Complement

214



https://www.alpine-space.eu/
mailto:spazio_alpino@regione.lombardia.it
mailto:spazio_alpino@regione.lombardia.it
mailto:spazio_alpino@regione.lombardia.it
https://interreg-euro-med.eu/en/
mailto:programme@interreg-euro-med.eu
mailto:programme@interreg-euro-med.eu
mailto:programme@interreg-euro-med.eu
https://www.reterurale.it/flex/cm/pages/ServeBLOB.php/L/IT/IDPagina/24037
https://www.lazioeuropa.it/psr-feasr/agricoltura-approvato-il-complemento-per-lo-sviluppo-rurale-csr/
https://new.regione.vda.it/europa/fondi-e-programmi/fondo-europeo-agricolo-per-lo-sviluppo-rurale
https://www.regione.piemonte.it/web/temi/fondi-progetti-europei/sviluppo-rurale-piemonte/complemento-regionale-per-sviluppo-rurale-2023-2027-csr
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Funding Managing Contact Scope of Financing Additional Examples of
instrument institution Information support vehicles information relevant
(website) (scale, time projects
horizon funded
advisory
services if
available)
for Rural
Development
EAFRD - Regione Website Biodiversity, Grants and 2023-2027
New Lombardia nature, financial
Regional agriculture instruments
Complement
for Rural
Development
EAFRD - Provincia Website Biodiversity, Grants and 2023-2027
New autonoma di nature, financial
Regional Trento agriculture instruments
Complement
for Rural
Development
EAFRD - Provincia Website Biodiversity, Grants and 2023-2027
New regional | autonoma di nature, financial
complement Bolzano agriculture instruments
for rural
development
EAFRD - Regione Friuli | Website Biodiversity, Grants and 2023-2027
New Venezia Giulia nature, financial
Regional agriculture instruments
Complement
for Rural
Development
EAFRD - Regione Website Biodiversity, Grants and 2023-2027
New Veneto nature, financial
Regional agriculture instruments
Complement
for Rural
Development
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https://www.psr.regione.lombardia.it/wps/portal/PROUE/FEASR/Avvisi/DettaglioAvvisi/informativo/psn-pac-2023-2027-approvazione-cmpletamento-regionale
http://www.psr.provincia.tn.it/Sviluppo-Rurale-2014-2020/PAC-2023-2027
https://www.provincia.bz.it/agricoltura-foreste/agricoltura/programma-sviluppo-rurale/1258.asp
https://europa.regione.fvg.it/it/programmi-36605/ps-pac-23-27-39986
https://psrveneto.it/pac-post-2020/
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Funding Managing Contact Scope of Financing Additional Examples of
instrument institution Information support vehicles information relevant
(website) (scale, time projects
horizon funded
advisory
services if
available)
EAFRD - Regione Website Biodiversity, Grants and 2023-2027
New Liguria nature, financial
Regional agriculture instruments
Complement
for Rural

Development

EAFRD - Regione Website Biodiversity, Grants and 2023-2027
New Emilia nature, financial

Regional Romagna agriculture instruments

Complement

for Rural

Development

EAFRD - Regione Website Biodiversity, Grants and 2023-2027
New Toscana nature, financial

Regional agriculture instruments

Complement

for Rural

Development

EAFRD - Regione Website Biodiversity, Grants and 2023-2027
New Marche nature, financial

Regional and agriculture instruments

Complement Website

for Rural

Development

EAFRD - Regione Website Biodiversity, Grants and 2023-2027
New Umbria nature, financial

Regional agriculture instruments

Complement

for Rural

Development

EAFRD - Regione Website Biodiversity, Grants and 2023-2027
New Abruzzo nature, financial
Regional agriculture instruments

Complement
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https://www.agriligurianet.it/it/impresa/sostegno-economico/programma-di-sviluppo-rurale-psr-liguria.html
https://bur.regione.emilia-romagna.it/dettaglio-inserzione?i=f320aee833fd47a5b205e5a2d300c6c6
https://www.regione.toscana.it/psr-2014-2022/complemento-di-programmazione-2023-2027
https://www.regione.marche.it/News-ed-Eventi/Post/91286/La-Giunta-approva-la-proposta-di-Complemento-regionale-per-lo-Sviluppo-Rurale-2023-2027
https://www.regione.marche.it/Regione-Utile/Agricoltura-Sviluppo-Rurale-e-Pesca/Programmazione-2023-2027/Sviluppo-rurale
https://www.regione.umbria.it/csrumbria
https://www.regione.abruzzo.it/content/politica-agricola-comune-pac-2023-2027
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Funding Managing Contact Scope of Financing Additional Examples of
instrument institution Information support vehicles information relevant
(website) (scale, time projects
horizon funded
advisory
services if
available)
for Rural
Development
EAFRD - Regione Website Biodiversity, Grants and 2023-2027
New Molise nature, financial
Regional agriculture instruments
Complement
for Rural
Development
EAFRD - Regione Website Biodiversity, Grants and 2023-2027
New Sardegna nature, financial
Regional agriculture instruments
Complement
for Rural
Development
EAFRD - Regione Website Biodiversity, Grants and 2023-2027
New Campania nature, financial
Regional agriculture instruments
Complement
for Rural
Development
EAFRD - Regione Website Biodiversity, Grants and 2023-2027
New Calabria nature, financial
Regional agriculture instruments
Complement
for Rural
Development
EAFRD - Regione Website Biodiversity, Grants and 2023-2027
New Puglia nature, financial
Regional agriculture instruments
Complement
for Rural
Development
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https://psr.regione.molise.it/sites/psr.regione.molise.it/files/allegato_a_csrm.pdf
https://www.regione.sardegna.it/j/v/2568?s=446727&v=2&c=3&t=1
http://www.agricoltura.regione.campania.it/CSR_2023-2027/CSR-23-27.html
https://www.regione.calabria.it/website/portaltemplates/view/view.cfm?31098
https://www.regione.puglia.it/web/agricoltura/-/approvato-il-complemento-regionale-per-lo-sviluppo-rurale-csr-2023-2027-
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Funding Managing Contact Scope of Financing Additional Examples of
instrument institution Information support vehicles information relevant
(website) (scale, time projects
horizon funded
advisory
services if
available)
EAFRD - Regione n/a Biodiversity, Grants and 2023-2027
New Basilicata nature, financial
Regional agriculture instruments
Complement
for Rural
Development
EAFRD - Regione n/a Biodiversity, Grants and 2023-2027
New Sicilia nature, financial
Regional agriculture instruments
Complement
for Rural
Development
EU funding sources under direct management
LIFE Ministero Website Biodiversity, Grants and 2021-2027 Promoting
dell’Ambiente nature, financial effective forest
e della climate instruments PES through
Sicurezza the EU
Energetica financial and
state aid
programmes
LIFE VAIA
Valuing
afforestation
of damaged
woods with
Innovative
Agroforestry
Making good
Natura
Horizon 2020 | NCP: APRE Website Food, Grants 2021-2027 100KTREEs
bioeconomy,
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https://www.mase.gov.it/pagina/life
https://horizoneurope.apre.it/

#3BillionTrees

€

Funding
instrument

THREE
BILLIONS

ADDITIONAL~N

TREESE

Managing
institution

-

Contact
Information
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natural
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Financing
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Additional
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(scale, time
horizon

advisory
services if
available)

Dedicated
webpage with
contacts of
advisory
services

WE GROW
TOGETHER

i

Examples of
relevant
projects
funded

National funding

No specific Ministero Dedicated Biodiversity Mostly grants
funding del’Ambiente | page on
instrument at biodiversity,
national level e_della see website
(but Slcurezga
possible) Energetica
Dedicated
page on
biodiversity
funding, see
website
No specific Regione Lazio | Biodiversity Nature and Mostly grants
funding — Regional Protection and | biodiversity N .
instrument at | Environment Management, w
regional level | Directorate see website ente@regione
.lazio.it
(but
possible)
No specific Regione Valle | Natural Nature and Mostly grants
funding D’Aosta — Resources biodiversity .
instrument at | Department of | and Forestry r_lsorse_—natura
regional level | Agriculture Department I L1e lone.vd
(but and Natural (Dipartimento alt
possible) Resources risorse
(Assessorato naturali e
agricoltura e corpo
risorse forestale), see
naturali) website
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https://horizoneurope.apre.it/come-richiedere-assistenza/
https://horizoneurope.apre.it/come-richiedere-assistenza/
https://www.mase.gov.it/pagina/biodiversita
https://www.mase.gov.it/pagina/risorse-economiche-la-biodiversita
https://organizzazione.regione.lazio.it/?vw=struttura&ids=1328&id=0
mailto:direzioneambiente@regione.lazio.it
mailto:direzioneambiente@regione.lazio.it
mailto:direzioneambiente@regione.lazio.it
https://www.regione.vda.it/amministrazione/struttura/default_i.asp
mailto:risorse_naturali@regione.vda.it
mailto:risorse_naturali@regione.vda.it
mailto:risorse_naturali@regione.vda.it
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Funding Managing Contact Scope of Financing Additional Examples of
instrument institution Information support vehicles information relevant
(website) (scale, time projects
horizon funded
advisory
services if
available)
No specific Regione Sustainable Nature and Mostly grants
funding Piemonte — development, | biodiversity o
instrument at | Environment, biodiversity territorio-
regional level | Energy and and natural M
(but Territory areas gione.piemont
possible) (Sviluppo el
sostenibile,
biodiversita e
aree naturali),
see website
No specific Regione Sustainable Nature and Mostly grants Regione
funding Lombardia - Development | biodiversity il dad Lomabrdia:
instrument at | Environment and Ippo_dadone Bando Bio
regional level | and Climate Environmental @EQM Clima
(but Directorate- Resources bardia.it
possible) General Protection alessandra n
(Direzione Organisational orcini@region
Generale Unit - Nature e.lombardia.it
Ambiente e and
Clima) Biodiversity
Structure
(Unita
Organizzativa
Sviluppo
sostenibile e
tutela risorse
dell'ambiente -
Struttura
Natura e
Biodiversita),
see website
No specific Regione Department of | Nature and Mostly grants
funding Autonoma Territory, biodiversity .
instrument at | Trentino-Alto Transport, fj' -laec@prov
regional level | Adige/ Environment, Incla.tn.it
(but Provincia Energy,
possible) Cooperation

(Dipartimento
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https://www.regione.piemonte.it/web/amministrazione/organizzazione/direzioni-settori-regionali
mailto:territorio-ambiente@regione.piemonte.it
mailto:territorio-ambiente@regione.piemonte.it
mailto:territorio-ambiente@regione.piemonte.it
mailto:territorio-ambiente@regione.piemonte.it
https://www.regione.lombardia.it/wps/portal/istituzionale/HP/istituzione/regione
mailto:filippo_dadone@regione.lombardia.it
mailto:filippo_dadone@regione.lombardia.it
mailto:filippo_dadone@regione.lombardia.it
mailto:alessandra_norcini@regione.lombardia.it
mailto:alessandra_norcini@regione.lombardia.it
mailto:alessandra_norcini@regione.lombardia.it
https://www.bandi.regione.lombardia.it/procedimenti/new/bandi/comunicazioni/decreto-11854-9-08-2022-graduatoria-bando-bioclima-1660120251285
https://www.bandi.regione.lombardia.it/procedimenti/new/bandi/comunicazioni/decreto-11854-9-08-2022-graduatoria-bando-bioclima-1660120251285
mailto:dip.taec@provincia.tn.it
mailto:dip.taec@provincia.tn.it
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i

Funding Managing Contact Scope of Financing Additional Examples of
instrument institution Information support vehicles information relevant
(website) (scale, time projects
horizon funded
advisory
services if
available)
Autonoma di territortio,
Trento trasporti,
ambiente,
energie,
cooperazione)
, see website
No specific Regione Nature and Nature and Mostly grants
funding Autonoma Environment - | biodiversity
instrument at | Trentino-Alto Nature Office w
regional level | Adige/ (Natura e O—@W
(but Provincia Ambiente - ZIt
possible) Autonoma di Ufficio
Bolzano Natura), see
website
No specific Regione Friuli | Central Nature and Mostly grants
funding Venezia Giulia | Directorate for | biodiversity .
instrument at Environmental w@ﬁ
regional level Protection, gione.fvg.it
(but Energy and
possible) Sustainable
Development
(Direzione
centrale difesa
dell'ambiente,
energia e
sviluppo
sostenibile),
see website
No specific Regione Environment Nature and Mostly grants
funding Veneto and Territory biodiversity o
instrument at (Ambiente e Iw
regional level Territorio), see M.
(but website gione.veneto.it
possible)
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http://www.strutture.provincia.tn.it/Dettaglio_Strutture.aspx?cod_s=D338
https://www.provincia.bz.it/it/
mailto:natura.bolzano@provincia.bz.it
mailto:natura.bolzano@provincia.bz.it
mailto:natura.bolzano@provincia.bz.it
https://www.regione.fvg.it/rafvg/cms/RAFVG/aree-tematiche.html
mailto:ambiente@regione.fvg.it
mailto:ambiente@regione.fvg.it
https://www.regione.veneto.it/web/ambiente-e-territorio
mailto:pianificazioneterritoriale@regione.veneto.it
mailto:pianificazioneterritoriale@regione.veneto.it
mailto:pianificazioneterritoriale@regione.veneto.it
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Funding Managing Contact Scope of Financing Additional Examples of
instrument institution Information support vehicles information relevant
(website) (scale, time projects
horizon funded
advisory
services if
available)
No specific Regione Environment Nature and Mostly grants
funding Liguria and Civil biodiversity i :
instrument at Protection w
regional level Department teprotezioneci
(but (Dipartimento Y'le. 1€ ione.|
possible) ambiente e lguria.it
protezione
civile) see
website
and
website
No specific Regione Management Nature and Mostly grants Regione
funding Emilia of the territory | biodiversity ) Emilia-
instrument at | Romagna and the d cta@region Romagna:
regional level Environment g.emilia- . Mettiamo
(but (cura del fomagna.it radici per il
possible) territorio e futuro
dell'ambiente),
see website
No specific Regione Environment Nature and Mostly grants
funding Toscana and Energy biodiversity .
instrument at (Ambiente e urp@regione.t
regional level d’Energia), oscana.lt
(but see website
possible)
No specific Regione Inland Nature and Mostly grants
funding Marche Territories, biodiversity N .
instrument at Parks and dipartimento.i
regional level Regional w
(but Ecological mitorio@reqio
possible) Network ne.marche.it
Sector
(Settore
Territori

Interni, parchi
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https://www.regione.liguria.it/
https://www.regione.liguria.it/homepage-attivita-istituzionale/organizzazione/uffici/dipartimento-ambiente-protezione-civile.html
mailto:dirgen.ambienteprotezionecivile@regione.liguria.it
mailto:dirgen.ambienteprotezionecivile@regione.liguria.it
mailto:dirgen.ambienteprotezionecivile@regione.liguria.it
mailto:dirgen.ambienteprotezionecivile@regione.liguria.it
https://wwwservizi.regione.emilia-romagna.it/cercaregione/Organigramma.aspx
mailto:dgcta@regione.emilia-romagna.it
mailto:dgcta@regione.emilia-romagna.it
mailto:dgcta@regione.emilia-romagna.it
https://ambiente.regione.emilia-romagna.it/it/radiciperilfuturoer/notizie/2022/201cmettiamo-radici-per-il-futuro201d-al-via-un-nuovo-bando-per-piantare-alberi-in-aree-di-proprieta-o-disponibilita-delle-imprese
https://ambiente.regione.emilia-romagna.it/it/radiciperilfuturoer/notizie/2022/201cmettiamo-radici-per-il-futuro201d-al-via-un-nuovo-bando-per-piantare-alberi-in-aree-di-proprieta-o-disponibilita-delle-imprese
https://ambiente.regione.emilia-romagna.it/it/radiciperilfuturoer/notizie/2022/201cmettiamo-radici-per-il-futuro201d-al-via-un-nuovo-bando-per-piantare-alberi-in-aree-di-proprieta-o-disponibilita-delle-imprese
https://www.regione.toscana.it/uffici
mailto:urp@regione.toscana.it
mailto:urp@regione.toscana.it
mailto:dipartimento.infrastruttureterritorio@regione.marche.it
mailto:dipartimento.infrastruttureterritorio@regione.marche.it
mailto:dipartimento.infrastruttureterritorio@regione.marche.it
mailto:dipartimento.infrastruttureterritorio@regione.marche.it
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Funding Managing Contact Scope of Financing Additional Examples of
instrument institution Information support vehicles information relevant
(website) (scale, time projects
horizon funded
advisory
services if
available)
e rete
ecologica
regionale),
see website
No specific Regione Forest, Nature and Mostly grants
funding Umbria Mountain, biodiversity N .
instrument at | (environment Nature w
regional level | and Systems and oltura.regione
(but biodiveristy Wildlife @postacert.u
possible) area) Service mbria. it
(Servizio
Foreste,
montagna,
sistemi
naturalistici e
Faunistica-
venatoria),
see website
and
website
No specific Regione Territory and Nature and Mostly grants
funding Abruzzo Environment biodiversity .
instrument at Department dpc@re Jlone.
regional level (Dipartimento abruzzo.it
(but Territorio -
possible) Ambiente),
see website
No specific Regione Department — | Nature and Mostly grants
funding Molise enhancement | biodiversity bes.pillarella
instrument at of regione.moli
regional level environment se.it
(but and natural
possible) resources —
regional
system and
local self-
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https://www.regione.marche.it/Temi
https://www.regione.umbria.it/uffici-regione-umbria
https://www.regione.umbria.it/ambiente/natura-e-biodiversita
mailto:direzioneagricoltura.regione@postacert.umbria.it
mailto:direzioneagricoltura.regione@postacert.umbria.it
mailto:direzioneagricoltura.regione@postacert.umbria.it
mailto:direzioneagricoltura.regione@postacert.umbria.it
https://www.regione.abruzzo.it/dipartimenti
mailto:dpc@regione.abruzzo.it
mailto:dpc@regione.abruzzo.it
mailto:bes.pillarella@regione.molise.it
mailto:bes.pillarella@regione.molise.it
mailto:bes.pillarella@regione.molise.it
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Additional
information
(scale, time

Contact
Information
(website)

Funding
instrument

Managing
institution

Scope of
support

Financing
vehicles

horizon funded
advisory
services if
available)

government,

see website

No specific
funding
instrument at
regional level
(but
possible)

Regione
Sardegna

Department of
Environmental
Protection
(Assessorato
della difesa
dell’'ambiente)

Regional
Forest Agency
for Land
Development
and the
Environment
of Sardinia
(FOReSTAS)
(Agenzia
forestale
regionale per
lo sviluppo del
territorio e
I'ambiente
della
Sardegna
(FOReSTAS)),
see website

Regional
Agency for
Environmental
Protection of
Sardinia
(Agenzia
regionale per
la protezione
dell'ambiente
della
Sardegna,

Nature and
biodiversity

Mostly grants

amb.assessor
e@regione.sa

rdegna.it

direzione.gen
erale@foresta

s.it

info@arpa.sar
degna.it
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https://www.regione.molise.it/flex/FixedPages/IT/pianta_organica_Area_Seconda.php/L/IT
https://www.regione.sardegna.it/j/v/2792?s=1&v=9&c=13617&na=1&n=10
mailto:amb.assessore@regione.sardegna.it
mailto:amb.assessore@regione.sardegna.it
mailto:amb.assessore@regione.sardegna.it
mailto:direzione.generale@forestas.it
mailto:direzione.generale@forestas.it
mailto:direzione.generale@forestas.it
mailto:info@arpa.sardegna.it
mailto:info@arpa.sardegna.it
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Funding Managing Contact Scope of Financing Additional Examples of
instrument institution Information support vehicles information relevant
(website) (scale, time projects
horizon funded
advisory
services if
available)
ARPAS), see
website
No specific Regione General Nature and Mostly grants
funding Campania Directorate for | biodiversity
instrument at Soil and ggw_r
regional level Ecosystem €gione.campa
(but Defence nia.t
possible) (Direzione
Generale per
la Difesa del
Suolo e
I'Ecosistema),
see website
No specific Regione Department Nature and Mostly grants
funding Calabria Mountain, biodiversity .
instrument at Forestry and urp@consre.it
regional level Soil Protection
(but Policies
possible) (Dipartimento
Politiche della
Montagna,
Foreste,
Forestazione
e Difesa del
Suolo), see
website
No specific Regione Environment, Nature and Mostly grants
funding Puglia landscape and | biodiversity N
instrument at urban quality w
regional level department, w
(but see website noteregione.
possible) uglia.it
No specific Regione Directorate- Nature and Mostly grants
funding Basilicata General for biodiversity .
instrument at Agricultural, ng
regional level Food and erritorio@reqi
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https://www.regione.sardegna.it/j/v/2792?s=1&v=9&c=4919
http://www.regione.campania.it/regione/it/regione/uffici-e-contatti
mailto:dg.500600@regione.campania.it
mailto:dg.500600@regione.campania.it
mailto:dg.500600@regione.campania.it
https://www.regione.calabria.it/website/organizzazione/
mailto:urp@consrc.it
https://www.regione.puglia.it/organigramma
mailto:dipartimento.ambiente.territorio@regione.puglia.it
mailto:dipartimento.ambiente.territorio@regione.puglia.it
mailto:dipartimento.ambiente.territorio@regione.puglia.it
mailto:dipartimento.ambiente.territorio@regione.puglia.it
mailto:dg_ambiente.territorio@regione.basilicata.it
mailto:dg_ambiente.territorio@regione.basilicata.it
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projects
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(but Forestry one.basilicata.
possible) Policies, see it

website
No specific Regione Land and Nature and Mostly grants
funding Sicilia Environment biodiversity

instrument at
regional level

Directorate
(Assessore

assessore.terr
itorioambiente
regione.sicili

(but del territorio e i
possible) dell'ambiente), at
see website

Cariplo Website Grants, co- BioClima
Foundation financing
Capellino Website Grants, co- Condivide et
Foundation financing Albera
Private Grants, co- Rete Clima:
companies financing Foresta Italia
Innovative funding sources
PES LIFECO2PES | Website https://lifeco2p
schemes &PEF efandpes.eu/c

ontatti/

m.dominici@I

egambiente.it
PES Rete Clima: Website https://www.re
schemes Foresta Italia teclima.it/cont

atti/
info@reteclim

a.it
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https://www.regione.basilicata.it/giunta/site/giunta/home.jsp
mailto:dg_ambiente.territorio@regione.basilicata.it
mailto:dg_ambiente.territorio@regione.basilicata.it
https://www.regione.sicilia.it/istituzioni/regione/strutture-regionali
mailto:assessore.territorioambiente@regione.sicilia.it
mailto:assessore.territorioambiente@regione.sicilia.it
mailto:assessore.territorioambiente@regione.sicilia.it
mailto:assessore.territorioambiente@regione.sicilia.it
https://www.fondazionecariplo.it/it/index.html
https://fondazionecapellino.org/it/fondazione-capellino
https://lifeco2pefandpes.eu/
https://lifeco2pefandpes.eu/contatti/
https://lifeco2pefandpes.eu/contatti/
https://lifeco2pefandpes.eu/contatti/
mailto:m.dominici@legambiente.it
mailto:m.dominici@legambiente.it
https://www.reteclima.it/
https://www.reteclima.it/contatti/
https://www.reteclima.it/contatti/
https://www.reteclima.it/contatti/
mailto:info@reteclima.it
mailto:info@reteclima.it

FINANCING SOURCES IN LATVIA



Abbreviations used

AlF Active Citizens’ Fund

CAP Common Agricultural Policy

EAFRD European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development
EEA European Economic Area

ERDF European Regional Development Fund
JTF Just Transition Fund

NCP National Contact Point

PES Payment for ecosystem services

RDP Rural Development Programme

RRF Recovery and Resilience Facility

RRP Recovery and Resilience Plan

SDGs Sustainable Development Goals

TITP Territorial Just Transition Plan

UN United Nations
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Over the past 20 years the total woodland in Latvia

has been increasing from 2.9 million ha to 3.5
million ha (more than 45% of the national territory)
because of favourable growing conditions for
different tree species, in particular broadleaves. In
Latvia, funding for projects on biodiversity, climate
and nature can be obtained from European Union
(EV) and national funding, municipal budgets, and
private funding. The European Economic Area
(EEA) and Norway Grants Programme ‘Active
Citizens’ Fund’ (AIF) also provides grants covering
climate and nature topics.

The EU-level funding opportunities available in
Latvia include the LIFE and Horizon Programmes,
as well as is the Strategic Plan for Common
Agricultural Policy (CAP), funded under the
European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development
(EAFRD), and national contributions.

At national level, the 2027 National Development
Plan Fund is available. The State Regional
Development Agency is the major institution
providing funding and advice for potential
beneficiaries of projects in the area of nature
protection.

The following sections provide some brief
information on potential funding opportunities for
tree planting in Latvia. They are followed by a
summary table with practical links and contact
information.

EU Funding sources
90
/s Under shared
management

The main environmental priorities of the Cohesion
Policy in Latvia for 2021-2027 are: water
infrastructure and services, waste management,
promotion of environmental infrastructure, and
clean energy#°. The Programme guiding Latvia’s
spending from the Cohesion Policy was adopted in
November 2022. The total amount of EU funds

4% Cohesion Fund 2021-2027

431 Rural support service

432 Territorial Just Transition Plans (TJTP) for Latvia, Poland
and Slovakia approved

WE GROW
TOGETHER

(ERDF, CF, ESF+ and JTF) is as follows: EU part
EUR 4.401 billion and the total budget is EUR
5.178 billion. The priority “A greener, low carbon
transitioning towards a net zero carbon economy
and resilient Europe” amounts to 998.9 million
which equals 19.8% of the EU allocation. Together
with the Just Transition Fund priority (described
below) the green priorities make up for almost one
quarter of the programme budget.

The new CAP Strategic Plan 2021-2027 was not
yet published as of March 2023. Nevertheless, for
the previous period (2014-2020), the Rural
Development Plan (RDP) covered afforestation
programmes, which were available for both
physical and legal persons owning land with
forests. The programmes covered afforestation
and forest care, as well as replenishment and
maintenance of mature stands. Support was
provided for the prevention and restoration of
forest damage caused by fires, natural disasters,
catastrophic events, activities for installation and
improvement of forest fire, pest and disease
monitoring equipment and communication
equipment, rehabilitation of forest stands
destroyed by forest fires and natural disasters,
investments to improve the resilience and
ecological value of forest ecosystems*3,

The Just Transition Fund (JTF), under Cohesion
Policy, will support the phasing-out of peat for
energy generation, as well as peatland restoration
in the four regions of Latvia - Vidzeme, Latgale,
Zemgale and Kurzeme*32. The Fund will also
support the development of a climate-neutral
economy. The Ministry of Environmental
Protection and Regional Development is the main
public authority responsible for JTF
implementation*3. The JTF for Latvia was
approved in December 2022434, but no further
information is publicly available as yet.

43 JTF Latvia
434 TJTP for Latvia, Poland and Slovakia approved



https://www.esfondi.lv/normativie-akti-un-dokumenti/2021-2027-planosanas-periods
https://www.lad.gov.lv/lv/lauku-attistibas-programmas-lap-investiciju-pasakumi-2014-2020?utm_source=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bing.com%2F
https://www.just-transition.info/territorial-just-transition-plans-for-latvia-poland-and-slovakia-approved/#:~:text=In%20Latvia%2C%20the%20Just%20Transition%20Fund%20will%20support,Zemgale%20and%20Kurzeme%20regions%2C%20with%20EUR%20192%20millio
https://pact-for-skills.ec.europa.eu/stakeholders-and-business/funding-opportunities/just-transition-fund-jtf-latvia_en
https://www.just-transition.info/territorial-just-transition-plans-for-latvia-poland-and-slovakia-approved/#:~:text=In%20Latvia%2C%20the%20Just%20Transition%20Fund%20will%20support,Zemgale%20and%20Kurzeme%20regions%2C%20with%20EUR%20192%20million
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The Ministry of Environment Protection and
Regional Development is the National Contact
Point (NCP) for the LIFE Programme“35. National
co-financing is available for the implementation of
approved projects?*3,

The Latvian Council of Science is the NCP for
Horizon Europe*?.

Under the Recovery and Resilience Facility
(RRF), Latvia’s Recovery and Resilience Plan
(RRP) responds to the urgent need to foster a
strong recovery. It also aims to prepare the country
ready for the future. The main aim of the RRP is to
help Latvia become more sustainable, resilient and
better prepared for the challenges and
opportunities of the green and digital transitions43,
One of the milestones under the Green Transition
Plan is to make mobility and the transport sector
more sustainable. The green transition foresees
investment in overhauling the Riga Metropolitan
area transport as a key goal, which implies new
road construction, with associated supported tree-
planting initiatives foreseen. The overall volume of
financing for the green transition is EUR 295
million*3°. Landscaping works (including tree
planting) in industrial parks are also expected to be
supported*4°. The Ministry of Finance is nominated
as the coordinator for the overall implementation of
the plan#1.

435 European Climate, Infrastructure and Environment Executive
Agency (CINEA)

436 What is LIFE Programme?

437 Latvian Council of Science

438 RRP

439 | pid.

40 Firopas Savienibas atveselo$anas un noturibas mehanisma
plans Llatvija 2021-2026

441 RRF, Operational arrangements between the European
Commission and Latvia

442 pPar [ atvijas Nacionalo attistibas planu 2021.-2027. gadam
(NAP2027)
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3 National funding
sources

The National Development Plan Fund (2027) is
the main medium-term development planning
document. It sets out a seven-year commitment to
achieve the Latvian Sustainable Development
Strategy 2030 (Latvia-2030), the United Nations
Sustainable Development Goals (UN SDGs) and
to improve the quality of life in Latvia. One of the
strategic goals is improvement of the quality of
living conditions and territorial development in
order to achieve low carbon and climate-resilient
development and ensure sustainable use of
natural resources. This implies the development of
so-called green zones (e.g. parks) across the
country*42, As of March 2023, no further
information was available on the manner of
distribution of national funding.

Several tree-planting programmes are in place in
urban areas. For instance, the Riga City Council
Work Programme 2023443 foresees planting 1,000
trees this year. Daugavpils City Council published
a specific tender for its tree-planting programme in
2022444,

A number of citizens’ and businesses’ volunteer
initiatives target tree planting, such as Riga
Citizens’ tree planting initiative ‘City for People’45,
Business Garden Riga**6, Good Trees (Labie
koki)#47, Forest Days 2021 (Meza dienu 2021)448,
Happy Trees (Laimes Koki)*4° (where any citizen
can plant a tree anywhere in Latvia), World Clean-
up Day #* in Jelgava, etc.

443 Riga City Council; Budget for cleaning up the city's
economy; priorities for 2023

444 Maintenance and creation of greenery in the municipal areas
of Daugavpils - purchase of tree seedlings and planting works
in 2022

45 Riga citizens' initiative

446 Business Garden Riga initiative

447 |_abie koki

4“8 MeZa dienu 2021

44° Happy Trees
450 World Clean-up Day



https://cinea.ec.europa.eu/programmes/life/history-life/life-contacts/ncps-national-contact-points-nature-biodiversity_en
https://cinea.ec.europa.eu/programmes/life/history-life/life-contacts/ncps-national-contact-points-nature-biodiversity_en
https://www.lifeprogramma.lv/lv/par-life
https://www.lzp.gov.lv/en/department/national-contact-point-horizon-europe
https://commission.europa.eu/business-economy-euro/economic-recovery/recovery-and-resilience-facility/latvias-recovery-and-resilience-plan_en
https://www.esfondi.lv/
https://www.esfondi.lv/
https://commission.europa.eu/system/files/2022-03/countersigned-lv-rrf-oa_and_annexes.pdf
https://commission.europa.eu/system/files/2022-03/countersigned-lv-rrf-oa_and_annexes.pdf
https://likumi.lv/ta/id/315879-par-latvijas-nacionalo-attistibas-planu-20212027-gadam-nap2027
https://www.riga.lv/lv/jaunums/riga-turpinas-jaunu-koku-stadisana-un-apstadijumu-kopsana?utm_source=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bing.com%2F
https://www.reitingi.lv/lv/news/dienas-notikumi/152404-lems-par-rigas-saimniecibas-sakartosanas-budzetu-2023-gada-prioritates.html
https://www.reitingi.lv/lv/news/dienas-notikumi/152404-lems-par-rigas-saimniecibas-sakartosanas-budzetu-2023-gada-prioritates.html
https://www.daugavpils.lv/pasvaldiba/publiskie-iepirkumi/izsludinatie-iepirkumi-un-iepirkuma-proceduras?purchase=6617
https://www.daugavpils.lv/pasvaldiba/publiskie-iepirkumi/izsludinatie-iepirkumi-un-iepirkuma-proceduras?purchase=6617
https://www.daugavpils.lv/pasvaldiba/publiskie-iepirkumi/izsludinatie-iepirkumi-un-iepirkuma-proceduras?purchase=6617
https://www.treebuilders.eu/blog/riga-citizens-initiative-shows-the-city-how-it-can-be-done/
https://www.businessgarden.eu/riga/biroju-komplekss-business-garden-riga-realizejis-vienu-no-apjomigakajiem-lielo-koku-stadisanas-projektiem-riga/
https://zinas.tv3.lv/latvija/aktivisti-riga-stadis-kokus-izmantojot-musdienu-tehnologiju/
https://www.riga.lv/lv/jaunums/pie-marupites-oktobra-vidu-notiks-koku-stadisanas-talka
https://talkas.lv/laimes-koki/par-laimes-koki/
https://www.worldcleanupday.org/post/latvia-is-planting-trees-for-a-cleaner-world
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_‘O’_ Innovative funding
= sources

As most of the documents covering the 2021-2027
period are not yet publicly available, it is difficult to
determine the innovative funding sources with any
certainty.

However, there are a number of citizens’ and
businesses’ volunteer initiatives for trees
planting, which show that, in principle, tree-
planting activities could be funded by other means,
such as private sponsoring or by private donations
to tree-planting programmes*®!, No information
was found on green bonds or payment for
ecosystem services (PES). The Happy Trees
initiative (Laimes Koki) is an example of a
crowdfunding initiative, where everyone is invited
to donate as well as to organise collective tree-
planting events. There do not appear to be any
established common models for alternative
funding.

<=

Other funding sources

The Foundation for Environmental Education has
organised Eco-School programmes as part of the
project ‘Strengthening the Environmental
Education Foundation's Communication with the
Public’. This programme is funded by Iceland,
Liechtenstein and Norway through the EEA and
Norway Grants Programme ‘Active Citizens
Fund’ (AIF).

451 For example, Riga citizens’ tree-planting initiative; Business private initiative Good Trees (Labie koki); private initiative
Garden Riga initiative, sponsored by business companies; Happy Trees (Laimes Koki).
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instrument
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Contact
Information
(website)

Managing
institution

EU funding under shared management

Scope of
support

Financing
vehicles

Additional
information
(scale, time
horizon
advisory
services if
available)
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Examples of
relevant
projects
funded

European Ministry of Sakumlapa en | Climate change | Grants (and Information on | n/a
Regional Finance and Finansu adaptation, financial planned
Development | Ministry of ministrija nature and instruments project
Fund (ERDF), | Environmental | (fm.gov.lv) and | biodiversity and | in the case of | selections:
Cohesion Protection https://www.va | transition to the action Planned
Fund and and Regional ram.gov.Iv/ climate “Regional selections -
Just Development neutrality business EU funds
Transition developmen” | (esfondi.lv)
Fund
European Ministry of Website Agro-forestry, Grants, For 2023, see | n/a
Agricultural Agriculture; enhancing subsidies website
Fund for Rural support and biodiversity in
Rural service website forests owned
Development by farmers
(EAFRD)
Strategic
Plan
EU funding sources under direct management
LIFE NCP: Ministry | Website To promote, Grants n/a
of update,
Environmental develop and
Protection and implement EU
Regional environment
Development and climate
policy
Horizon NCP: Latvian Website Aims to tackle Grants Information n/a
Europe Council of climate change, not available
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https://www.fm.gov.lv/en
https://www.fm.gov.lv/en
https://www.fm.gov.lv/en
https://www.fm.gov.lv/en
https://www.varam.gov.lv/
https://www.varam.gov.lv/
https://www.esfondi.lv/profesionaliem/planosana/planotas-atlases-2
https://www.esfondi.lv/profesionaliem/planosana/planotas-atlases-2
https://www.esfondi.lv/profesionaliem/planosana/planotas-atlases-2
https://www.esfondi.lv/profesionaliem/planosana/planotas-atlases-2
https://new.llkc.lv/lv
https://www.lad.gov.lv/
http://llkc.lv/lv
https://lifeprogramma.lv/lv/sakums
https://www.lzp.gov.lv/en/department/national-contact-point-horizon-europe
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Funding Managing Contact Scope of Financing Additional Examples of
instrument institution Information support vehicles information relevant
(website) (scale, time projects
horizon funded
advisory
services if
available)
Science help to achieve as of March
the UN SDGs, 2023, see
and boost EU website
competitivenes
s and growth
RRF Coordinator: Website Responds to Grants n/a
Ministry of the urgent need
Finance to foster a
strong recovery
National funding
2027 National | Cross- Website Improve the n/a For 2023, see | n/a
Development | Sectoral quality of living website
Plan Fund Coordination conditions and
Centre of the territorial
Republic of development
Latvia
Riga City Riga City Website Tree-planting Municipal n/a
Council tree- | Council initiative budget
planting budget nfa
initiative
Daugavpils Daugavpils Website Tree-planting Municipal n/a n/a
City initiative | City Council initiative budget
— maintain
and create
greenery in
the municipal
areas of
Daugavpils
Riga citizens’ | Volunteer Website Tree-planting Donations n/a n/a
tree planting | organisation initiative
initiative
Business Private Website Tree-planting Business n/a n/a
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https://www.lzp.gov.lv/en/department/national-contact-point-horizon-europe
https://commission.europa.eu/business-economy-euro/economic-recovery/recovery-and-resilience-facility/latvias-recovery-and-resilience-plan_en
https://pkc.gov.lv/
https://pkc.gov.lv/lv/attistibas-planosana-latvija/nacionalas-attistibas-padome
https://www.riga.lv/lv/jaunums/riga-turpinas-jaunu-koku-stadisana-un-apstadijumu-kopsana?utm_source=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bing.com%2F
https://www.daugavpils.lv/pasvaldiba/publiskie-iepirkumi/izsludinatie-iepirkumi-un-iepirkuma-proceduras?purchase=6617
https://www.treebuilders.eu/blog/riga-citizens-initiative-shows-the-city-how-it-can-be-done/
https://www.businessgarden.eu/riga/biroju-komplekss-business-garden-riga-realizejis-vienu-no-apjomigakajiem-lielo-koku-stadisanas-projektiem-riga
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Funding Managing Contact Scope of Financing Additional Examples of
instrument institution Information support vehicles information relevant
(website) (scale, time projects
horizon funded
advisory
services if
available)
Garden Riga | business initiative
initiative
Private Volunteer Website Tree-planting Donations n/a n/a
initiative organisation initiative
Good Trees
(Labie koki)
Riga City Riga City Website Tree-planting Municipal n/a n/a
Council Council initiative budget
Forest Days budget
2021
initiative
(Meza dienu
2021)
All-country Volunteer Website Tree-planting Donations n/a n/a
private organisation initiative
initiative
Happy Trees
(Laimes
Koki)
Jelgava City Jelgava City Website Tree-planting Municipal n/a n/a
initiative Council initiative budget
International budget
initiative
‘World Clean-
up Day’.
National funding
EEA and Norwegian Website Climate, Grants For 2023, see | TBD
Norway Chamber of environment website
Grants Commerce/No and biodiversity
Programme rwegian
Environment
Agency
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https://zinas.tv3.lv/latvija/aktivisti-riga-stadis-kokus-izmantojot-musdienu-tehnologiju/
https://www.riga.lv/lv/jaunums/pie-marupites-oktobra-vidu-notiks-koku-stadisanas-talka
https://www.worldcleanupday.org/post/latvia-is-planting-trees-for-a-cleaner-world
https://www.worldcleanupday.org/post/latvia-is-planting-trees-for-a-cleaner-world
https://www.nccl.lv/
https://www.nccl.lv/
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Abbreviations used

AAUSs
Al

APVA (EPMA)
CAP

CPMA (CPVA)
EAFRD
EAGF

ERDF

ESF+

GHG

JTF

LINO
LULUCF

RCL (LMT)
MA (ZUM)

ME (AM)

MF (FM)

NCP

RRF

RRP

Assigned Amount Units

Agency for Innovation

Environmental Projects Management Agency (EPMA) at the Ministry of Environment
Common Agricultural Policy

Central Project Management Agency (CPMA)

European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development

European Agricultural Guarantee Fund

European Regional Development Fund

European Social Fund Plus

Greenhouse gas

Just Transition Fund

Lithuanian Research Development and Innovation Liaison Office in Brussels
Land use, land-use change and forestry

Research Council of Lithuania

Ministry of Agriculture of the Republic of Lithuania

Ministry of Environment of the Republic of Lithuania

Ministry of Finance of the Republic of Lithuania

National Contact Point

Recovery and Resilience Facility

Recovery and Resilience Plan
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In Lithuania, funding for projects directly relevant
for tree planting that also contribute to the aims of
biodiversity, climate, nature and environmental
protection can be obtained from different sources,
including:

. Programmes that use the European Union
(EV) funding sources under shared
management, such as the European
Regional Development Fund (ERDF),
Cohesion Fund, European Agricultural Fund
for Rural Development (EAFRD), and
European Agricultural Guarantee Fund
(EAGF);

. Dedicated EU funding sources under direct
management, such as the LIFE Programme,
Horizon Europe Programme, and Recovery
and Resilience Facility (RRF);

. National funding sources, including
assignations of the State budget under the
Programme for financing general forestry
needs and the State Forest Enterprise
funds. These funds are allocated in line with
the Development Programme for
Environment and Climate Change
Management that implements the
environmental targets of the National
Progress Plan 2021-2030. Climate Change
Programme funds are also at national level;

. Public and private foundations.

As yet, there are no innovative funding sources in
Lithuania that explicitly address forest planting.
However, green bonds and crowdfunding
platforms are evolving for climate change and
could be adapted to deal with forestry issues.

The following sections provide some brief
information about potential funding opportunities
for tree planting in Lithuania. They are followed by
a summary table with practical links and contact
information.

452 Ministry of Finance (MF), Programme for the European
Union funds' investments in 2021-2027, 2022 (Translation from
Lithuanian 2022-09-14), 2022
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EU Funding sources
under shared
management

-

ERDF and Cohesion Fund 2021-2027

The ERDF and CF Funds are an important driving
force of the Lithuanian economy, and Cohesion
Policy is considered a key advantage of
Lithuania’s EU membership#52. The Partnership
Agreement foresees a budget of approximately
EUR 7.5 billion for2021-2027 in Lithuania*>® , of
which EUR 6.3 billion are EU funds and an
additional EUR 1.2 billion are national funds. The
Investment Programme aims to ensure long-term
economic and social prosperity, as well as the
resilience and competitiveness of the Lithuanian
economy (ES investicijos: Apie [ ] programg). Of
nine priorities, Priority 2 ‘Greener Lithuania’
foresees almost one-quarter (EUR 1.8 billion) of
funding (ERDF and Cohesion Fund) for climate
change mitigation and adaptation, protection and
preservation of nature and biodiversity, reduction
of all forms of pollution, and sustainable water
management. Priority 2 includes seven specific
objectives, including an objective on the promotion
of climate change adaptation through ecosystem-
based approaches and an objective on the
protection and preservation of nature, biodiversity
and green infrastructure. For example, forest-
related projects address the adaptation of the
forest fire protection infrastructure to climate
change. With over EUR 23 million, it financed the
introduction of advanced forest fire detection and
rapid response tools and technologies on 1.9
million hectares. The Ministry of Finance (MF) is
the lead institution, while the Central Project
Management Agency (CPMA) and the Agency for
Innovation (Al) administer the programme and
launch the calls. Various ministries are responsible
for the implementation of Priority 2.

453 The Investment Programme considers the following funds:
the ERDF, the Cohesion Fund), the European Social Fund +
(ESF+) and the Just Transition Fund (JTF).



https://2021.esinvesticijos.lt/dokumentai/2021-2027-m-es-fondu-investiciju-programa
https://2021.esinvesticijos.lt/dokumentai/2021-2027-m-es-fondu-investiciju-programa
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Strategic Plan for Agriculture and Rural
Development of Lithuania 2023-2027: EAFRD
and EAGF

The EU Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) for
2023-2027 is more focused on environmental and
climate objectives. It requires 25% of direct
payments to be dedicated to eco-schemes and
35% of rural development funds to be dedicated to
environment and climate-related measures
(Ministry of Agriculture (MA)#54. The Strategic Plan
for Agriculture and Rural Development of Lithuania
2023-20274%5 allocates over EUR 4 billion of
support, of which over EUR 283 million comes
from national budget funds. The Strategic Plan
allocates 31% of total funding to adaptation to
climate change and protection of natural
resources. The Strategic Plan foresees four
intervention measures directly related to forests:
forest maintenance and protection; reforestation
and restoration; young tree nursery development;
and Natura 2000 forests. The MA is a managing
authority, while the National Paying Agency (NPA)
under the MA, the public enterprise Rural Business
and Markets Development Agency, and the State
Food and Veterinary Office are the control
authorities. As a member of a working group“°6,
the Ministry of Environment (ME) has an advisory
role in the environmental part of the Strategic
Plan457.

EU Funding sources
under direct
management

LY\
1®§
[~

Programme for the Environment and Climate
Action (LIFE) 2021-2027

The ME coordinates the LIFE Programme in
Lithuania and the Environmental Projects
Management Agency (APVA) under the Ministry of

454Z0M / Lietuvos Respublikos Zemés iikio ministerija, Lietuvos
Zemes ukio ir kaimo plétros 2023—-2027 m. strateginis planas,
2022 (2022-11-21), ZUM: BZUP.

45 MA / Ministry of Agriculture of the Republic of Lithuania, The
Strategic Plan for Agriculture and Rural Development of
Lithuania 2023-2027, 2022 (2022-11-21)

456 The working group is composed of representatives of the
MA, ME and their subordinate bodies.
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Environment carries out project administration48.
The co-financing funds are allocated from the
national budget by the ME. In relation to forests,
the integrated LIFE project ‘Optimising the
management of Natura 2000 network in Lithuania’
(2018-2027) develops nature conservation
management planning integrated into forest
management planning procedures and guidance
for forest management planners.

Horizon Europe Programme 2021-2027

The Research Council of Lithuania (RCL) is an
NCP that offers assistance on all aspects of
participation in Horizon Europe. Environment and
biodiversity projects that might include
afforestation issues are supported by the thematic
area ‘Food, bioeconomy, natural resources,
agriculture and environment’#%°, In addition, the
Lithuanian Research Development and Innovation
Liaison Office in Brussels (LINO) facilitates the
successful integration of Lithuanian researchers
into international research projects. It aims to
strengthen European research cooperation and to
monitor, analyse and report on developments in
EU research and innovation policy. The available
information does not show any Horizon project on
afforestation.

Recovery and Resilience Facility (RRF)

Lithuania’s Recovery and Resilience Plan (RRP)
foresees reforms and investments to help
Lithuania to become more sustainable, resilient
and better prepared for the challenges and
opportunities of the green and digital transitions.
The Plan contains 30 investment and reform
measures, which will be supported by EUR 2.2
billion in grants; 37.8% of the plan will support the
green transition to meet the climate objectives.
The green transition includes reforms and
investments in energy efficiency renovations of
buildings, generation and storage of renewable
energy, sustainable mobility, increased resource
efficiency through the adoption of the Circular

47 The MA and ME signed a Memorandum of Understanding in
April 2022, confirming the leadership and expertise of the ME in
preparing the agri-environmental measures of the Strategy.

48 APVA: LIFE Programme (AM: ES LIFE programa).

49 | MT, Maistas, bioekonomika, gamtos istekliai, Zemés akis ir
aplinka



https://zum.lrv.lt/lt/lietuvos-zemes-ukio-ir-kaimo-pletros-2023-2027-m-strateginis-planas-1
https://zum.lrv.lt/lt/lietuvos-zemes-ukio-ir-kaimo-pletros-2023-2027-m-strateginis-planas-1
https://zum.lrv.lt/lt/lietuvos-zemes-ukio-ir-kaimo-pletros-2023-2027-m-strateginis-planas-1
https://zum.lrv.lt/lt/lietuvos-zemes-ukio-ir-kaimo-pletros-2023-2027-m-strateginis-planas-1
https://zum.lrv.lt/lt/lietuvos-zemes-ukio-ir-kaimo-pletros-2023-2027-m-strateginis-planas-1
https://zum.lrv.lt/lt/lietuvos-zemes-ukio-ir-kaimo-pletros-2023-2027-m-strateginis-planas-1
https://www.lmt.lt/lt/maistas-bioekonomika-gamtos-istekliai-zemes-ukis-ir-aplinka/3618
https://www.lmt.lt/lt/maistas-bioekonomika-gamtos-istekliai-zemes-ukis-ir-aplinka/3618
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Economy Action Plan, and the restoration of
degraded peatlands (EUR 16 million). The RRP
does not foresee any direct afforestation measure.
Nevertheless, the peatlands restoration project
might contribute to improved adjacent forest
ecosystems health, in particular in protected non-
agricultural areas. It will be implemented through
the Investment Programme 2021-2027 and the
RRF, private legal entities and the national budget.
The total investment needs for the green transition
are EUR 1.3 billion, with the RRF contributing EUR
0.8 billion. The MF is responsible for the
implementation of the measures, while the CPMA
is the administering authority.

8 National funding
sources

National Progress Plan 2021-2030 and
Development Programme for Environment and
Climate Change Management

The sixth strategic objective of the Lithuanian
National Progress Plan (NPP) 2021-2030
(Vyriausybé 2020; Vyriausybés Nutarimas Nr. 998,
2020) aims to ensure good environmental quality
and sustainable use of natural resources, protect
biodiversity, mitigate Lithuania's impact on the
climate and enhance its resilience to the impacts
of climate change. The four Ministries -
Environment, Agriculture, Energy and Transport -
are responsible for its achievement and each
prepares a Development Programme with
progress measures for specific targets. The ME is
responsible for the Development Programme for
Environment and Climate Change Management,
which defines the following several progress
measures, including a measure ‘Enhancing the
effectiveness of climate change policy’ and a
measure ‘Promoting the forest development and
sustainable development of the forest sector’. The
latter measure will be financed from the State
budget (Programme for financing general forestry
needs), State Forest Enterprise funds, and from
the Cohesion Fund. A budget of over EUR 2 billion
(without national allocations) is foreseen for the
implementation of the Development Programme
(Vyriausybés Nutarimas Nr. 318, 2022). The ME
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launches the proposals and the APVA administers
them.

Climate Change Programme

The Climate Change Programme (AM: Klimato
kaitos programa; APVA: Klimato kaitos programa),
was established to create a separate programme
to accumulate funds from the sale of greenhouse
gas (GHG) emission allowances and to finance
climate change mitigation and adaptation projects,
in accordance with the Law on Climate Change
Financial Instruments (2009) (from 2022, the
Climate Change Management Law). The revenue
of the Programme includes funds from the transfer
of Assigned Amount Units (AAUs), auctioned
allowances, collection of economic penalties,
voluntary and other funds. The Programme
finances projects related to climate change
mitigation and adaptation. The funds are used to
enhance the GHG absorption capacity of the land
use, land-use change and forestry (LULUCF)
sectors (reforestation and afforestation). However,
reforestation and afforestation activities have not
been funded since the launch of the Programme.

The ME administers this Programme and develops
the four-year investment plan for its
implementation. It discusses the Programme with
the Parliament's Environment Protection
Committee and it must be approved by the
government. The activities/measures and their
financial allocations are approved under the
Development Programme for Environment and
Climate Change Management (see above), in
which the Climate Change Programme contributes
EUR 630 million to the progress target 6.4 of NPP
2021-2030. For example, the progress measure
‘Enhancing the effectiveness of climate change
policy’ has funding of EUR 162.5 million (grants).
After the approval of the progress measure and its
financing conditions, APVA launches calls for
proposals.

Foundations

Two foundations in Lithuania deal with forest
planting — the Ancient Woods Foundation and the
National Fund for the Support of Intact Forests.
The Ancient Woods Foundation is a public
institution that aims to preserve and increase the
area of old-growth forests in Lithuania using
privately donated funds, dedicated to the
acquisition of forest plots. It protects forests from
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felling and aims to establish the first ancient forest
in Lithuania. The National Fund for the Support of
Intact Forests is a charity and support fund with a
mission to contribute to the preservation and
increase of Lithuanian forest. It aims to plant a
naturally developing forest that will not be logged
or otherwise exploited for commercial purposes.
The Foundation supports active public participation
and transparent governance.

LY ld
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Innovative funding
sources

To date, there are no innovative funding sources in
Lithuania that explicitly address forest planting
specifically or biodiversity in general. However, the
first attempts are evolving for climate change and
could be adapted to deal with other environmental
issues. For example, in 2018, Lithuania became a
seventh country in the world to issue a sovereign
green bond, following Poland, France, and
Belgium. The total planned issuance amounts to
EUR 68 million over three years. The funds
generated will be invested in modernising
residential multi-apartment buildings to make them
more energy efficient. In addition to the
contribution of national private firms and public
entities, the MF expects this financing instrument
to attract foreign investors to finance green
projects to address climate change issues*,

Crowdfunding platforms in Lithuania (e.g.
Contribee) facilitate investment in a wide range of
business projects, such as start-ups, business or
real estate development. Their activities are
supervised by the Bank of Lithuania, in
accordance with the procedures set out in the Law
on Crowdfunding. However, there is no evidence
yet that environmental projects could be financed
in this way.

No initiatives are linked to payment for
ecosystem services (PES). Currently, the ME is
running an EU project ‘Preparation of a national
study on integrating the valuation of ecosystems

460 Baltic Review, Lithuania became the seventh country in the
word to issue a sovereign green bond, 2018 (2018 June 13)
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and their services into decision-making processes
in the public administration and economic sectors’.
Among other results, the project will propose
models for integrating the valuation of ecosystems
and their services into selected public
administration and economic sectors (e.g. spatial
planning, agriculture, forestry). The results of the
project may serve as a basis to implement PES in
Lithuania.



https://baltic-review.com/lithuania-sovereign-green-bond/
https://baltic-review.com/lithuania-sovereign-green-bond/
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Funding Managing Contact Scope of Financing Additional Examples of
instrument institution Information support vehicles information relevant
(website) (scale, time projects
horizon funded
advisory
services if
available)
EU funding under shared management
ERDF, MF is the lead | MF, Seven specific | For Priority 2, Investment Lithuania is
Cohesion institution, Department objectives, Strategic Programme planning to
Fund for European with a focus Objective 2021-2027, finance from
Union and on energy (SO)1 and Priority 2 the 2021-2027
International efficiency, S02, solely ‘Greener Programme
Affairs, see renewable loans or loans | Lithuania’ one project to
website energy, combined with | includes adapt the
climate agrantinline | seven specific | forest fire
change with a set of objectives protection
CPMA. and Al | CPMA, mitigation, conditions infrastructure
administer the Enelrgy and disaster risk to climate
programme EnV|roqmentaI prevention change. With
and launch Prof[ectlon . and resilience, | For Priority 2, over EUR 23
calls Projects Unit, |\ ater S03-507, million, it will
see website management, include the
resource no planned introduction of
efficiency, use of advanced
Al, Investment | nature financial forest fire
Management | protection and | instruments detection and
Department, biodiversity indicated rapid
see website response tools
and
technologies
on 1,960,784
hectares
EAGF and MA and NPA MA, Strategic | Pillar I: eco- Direct Strategic Plan | Four rural
EAFRD under the MA | Planning schemes payments for Agriculture | development
Department benefiting the | (income and Rural intervention
climate, support) Development measures
environment linked to a of Lithuania foreseen for
stronger set of | 2023-2027 forestry
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Examples of
relevant
projects
funded

Email: and animal mandatory Nudget for sector: forest
https://zum.Irv. | welfare requirements, | measures of maintenance
It/contacts and for eco- the Strategic and
systems Plan (agreed protection;
Pillar 11: rural on 6 February | reforestation
NPA under development 2023 and
the MA measures Payments for restoration;
o benefiting rural young tree
Em"f"l' environment development nurseries; and
DU/ MWWW.0m | 50 climate intervention Natura 2000
alt protection measures forests. With
benefiting EUR 32
environment million support
and climate (EUR 27.1
protection million from
the EU)
EU funding sources under direct management
LIFE 2021- ME NCP for Environment Grants The LIFE Integrated
2027 coordinates Lithuania: includes project LIFE project
the LIFE nature and ‘Building LIFE | ‘Optimising
Programme ME, EU biodiversity, capacities in the
Investment while climate Lithuania’ management
and the . policy includes provides a of Natura
:Encs?rrzjmﬁt the transition LIFE guide on _200_0 netv\_/ork
Department to renewable how to in Lithuania’
ME CIimaté energy and prepare a (LIFE16
! improved LIFE proposal | IPE/LT/00001
Change energy 6 | PAF-
Management | eiciency NATURALIT),
Group, see 2018-2027
website
Total eligible
budget: EUR
EPMA carries | EPMA, see 17 million (EU
out project website contribution:
administration EUR 10
million)
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https://zum.lrv.lt/contacts
https://zum.lrv.lt/contacts
https://www.linkedin.com/redir/redirect?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Enma%2Elt&urlhash=sL2G&trk=about_website
https://www.linkedin.com/redir/redirect?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Enma%2Elt&urlhash=sL2G&trk=about_website
https://am.lrv.lt/en/contacts-and-structure-1/contacts
https://lifeprojektai.lt/en/contacts

#3BillionTrees

Funding
instrument

THREE
BILLIONS

ADDITIONAL~N

TREESE

Managing
institution

Contact
Information
(website)

Scope of
support

Financing
vehicles

Additional
information
(scale, time

horizon
advisory
services if
available)

WE GROW
TOGETHER

i

Examples of
relevant
projects
funded

The project
develops
nature
conservation
management
planning
integrated into
forest

management
planning
procedures
and guidance
for forest
management
planners
covering EU
bird species
and habitat
types and
species of the
Habitats
Directive
Horizon NCP: RCL NCP, thematic | NCPs - Grants Information on | Current
Europe 2021- area ‘Food, experts in the funding proposals
2027 bioeconomy, specific opportunities (March 2023)
natural priority areas available at in the thematic
resources, of Horizon the NCP area ‘Food,
agriculture Europe website bioeconomy,
and provide a free natural
environment’, and resources,
see website confidential agriculture
service and
offering environment’
guidance, (2023-2024)
practical do not include
information projects on
and forests

assistance on
all aspects of
participation in

243
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#3BillionTrees

THREE
BILLIONS

ADDITIONAL~N

TREESE

-

WE GROW
TOGETHER

i

Funding Managing Contact Scope of Financing Additional Examples of
instrument institution Information support vehicles information relevant
(website) (scale, time projects
horizon funded
advisory
services if
available)
Horizon
Europe
Recovery MF is Depending on | Green Grants RRP contains | In line with the
and responsible the measure transition 30 measures. | National
Resilience for in the RRP measures to Green Action Plan for
Facility implementatio meet climate transformation | Energy and
n of the MF, see objectives, component Climate Action
measures website including the consist of five 2021-2030,
restoration of measures the Plan
degraded (four reforms supports the
CPMA is the CPMA, see peatlands and one restoration of
administering | website investment) around 8,000
authority hectares of
degraded
peatlands on
agricultural

land (2.16% of
total area of
peatland in
Lithuania,
371.150
hectares) by
2026. Planned
investment of
EUR 16
million. In
addition to
RRF support,
the Cohesion
Fund will
contribute
EUR 3 million,
with a focus
on protected
non-
agricultural
areas in
Natura 2000
territory and
outside. The
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Examples of
relevant
projects
funded

Cohesion
Fund support
will also
contribute to
restoring
species and
habitats to
favourable
conservation
status

National funding

Development | Various ME is SO6 aims to Grants NPP 2021- For example,
Programme ministries responsible ensure good 2030 will the progress
for develop for the environmental invest EUR 18 | measures ‘To
Environment | Development | Development | quality and billion promote the
and Climate Programmes Programme sustainable between 2021 | forest
Change for the for use of natural and 2030, with | development
Management | implementatio | Environment resources, around 82% and
n of the and Climate protect share of EU sustainable
under the progress Change biodiversity, and other development
NPP 2021 targets of NPP | Management, | and mitigate international of the forest
2030 2021-2030 - Lithuania's financial sector’, (02-
Coordination impact on the investments 001-06-08-04)
Group for . climate and with a budget
Implementatio enhance its of over EUR
n Of. resilience to 23 million
Eg;{gonsrggntal the impacts of
Y, climate
website change
Climate ME ME Climate The Grants The For example,
Change administers Policy Group, Programme Programme for
Programme the see website finances receives funds | reforestation
Programme projects from the and
and EPMA related to transfer of afforestation
(under the EPMA, see climate AAUSs,
ME) launches | website change auctioned
calls for mitigation and allowances,
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https://am.lrv.lt/en/contacts-and-structure-1/contacts
https://am.lrv.lt/en/contacts-and-structure-1/contacts
https://www.apva.lt/en/
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Contact
Information
(website)

Scope of
support

adaptation
(e.0.
modernisation
of buildings,
promotion of
renewable
energy use,
introduction of
energy-
efficiency
technologies,
enhancement
of GHG
absorption
capacity of
LULUCF
sectors)

Additional
information
(scale, time

Financing
vehicles

horizon
advisory
services if
available)

collection of
economic
penalties,
voluntary and
other funds
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Examples of
relevant
projects
funded

National
Fund for the
Support of
Intact
Forests

Website

Email:

info@neliecia

masmiskas.lt

Acquisition of
land, tree
planting and
active public
participation

Donations

Established in
2019, in 2020-
2022, the
Foundation
acquired
about 25
hectares of
land and
planted
41,000 trees.
(2020: 5
hectares and
11,000 trees;
2021: 10
hectares and
10,000 trees;
2022:9.5
hectares and
20,000 trees)
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Abbreviations used

CAP

EAFRD

ERDF

NCP

PES

RDP

RRF

RRP

Common Agricultural Policy

European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development
European Regional Development Fund

National Contact Point

Payment for ecosystem services

Rural Development Programme

Recovery and Resilience Facility

Recovery and Resilience Plan
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In Luxembourg, funding for projects related to
biodiversity, nature and climate protection can be
obtained from a variety of sources, including
European Union (EU) funding, national funds for
environmental protection, municipal budgets and
private funding.

National platforms exist to inform and support
applicants to the Horizon and LIFE Programmes.
Similar to other EU Member States, the Strategic
Plan that forms part of the Common Agricultural
Policy (CAP) is another important source of
funding for nature protection, particularly planting
trees and shrubs in the context of agriculture and
development of rural areas. At national level, the
Administration for Nature and Forest provides
financial support to projects related to nature
protection under the umbrella of the Funds for
Environmental Protection.

The following sections provide some brief
information on potential funding opportunities for
tree planting in Luxembourg. They are followed by
a summary table with practical links and contact
information.

EU Funding sources
90
/s under shared
management

The CAP Strategic Plan for 2023-202746* was
adopted in September 2022 and is implemented
by the Ministry for Agriculture, Viticulture and Rural
Development. It includes interventions for
reforesting agricultural spaces, planting hedges
and tree lines, as well as the need to compensate
for deforestation with reforestation.

Under the European Regional Development Fund
(ERDF), the Ministry of the Economy, Directorate
for Regional Policy, is the managing authority for
2021-2027. It oversees the implementation of the
Programme ‘Investing in a smarter and greener
Europe™é2. Axis 2 of the Programme for 2021-
2027 has the following objective: ‘A greener,

461 |Luxembourg, CAP Strategic Plan 2023-2027

462 | uxembourg, Programme FEDER 2021-2027, Investir dans
une Europe plus intelligente et plus verte

483 1bid., p. 11.
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resilient and low-carbon Europe moving towards a
net-zero carbon economy, by promoting a clean
and fair energy transition, green and blue
investments, the circular economy, climate change
mitigation and adaptation, risk prevention and
management, and sustainable urban mobility’. It
states that Luxembourg is considering investing at
least 4% of its ERDF budget towards interventions
that are favourable to the environment and
biodiversity#63. The Programmedoes not specify
the form or objectives of any such intervention, nor
does it mention tree planting or reforestation.

LY\
‘@\.
"=

The Nature and Biodiversity strand of LIFE funding
includes support for standard action projects for
developing, applying and promoting best practice
in relation to nature and biodiversity, as well as
‘Strategic Nature Projects’. To date, the LIFE
Nature and Biodiversity component has co-
financed nine projects in Luxembourg. These
represent a total investment of EUR 24 million,
EUR 11.5 million of which was contributed by the
EU. Projects focus on improving habitats and
conservation status of target species*¢4. No LIFE-
funded project directly targeted reforestation or
trees planting.

EU Funding sources
under direct
management

As of March 2023, no information could be found
on projects that will receive LIFE co-funding for
2021-2027. The Ministry of the Environment*6® is
the National Contact Point (NCP) for LIFE.

LuxInnovation is the NCP informing and supporting
applicants in securing funding from Horizon
Europe*%s,

Under the Recovery and Resilience Facility
(RRF), Luxembourg has set out 20 measures
(eight reforms and 12 investments) that will be

464 European Commission, LIFE Programme in Luxembourg,
2022.

465 Full contact details

465 |_uxInnovation, Contact Point for Horizon 2020 and Horizon

Europe Funding



https://agriculture.ec.europa.eu/cap-my-country/cap-strategic-plans-country_en
https://gouvernement.lu/fr/actualites/toutes_actualites/communiques/2023/04-avril/03-programme-feder.html#:~:text=Pour%20la%20p%C3%A9riode%202021%2D2027,par%20la%20Direction%20de%20la
https://gouvernement.lu/fr/actualites/toutes_actualites/communiques/2023/04-avril/03-programme-feder.html#:~:text=Pour%20la%20p%C3%A9riode%202021%2D2027,par%20la%20Direction%20de%20la
https://cinea.ec.europa.eu/programmes/life/history-life/life-contacts/ncps-national-contact-points-nature-biodiversity_en
https://www.luxinnovation.lu/innovate-in-luxembourg/funding/horizon-europe-luxembourg/
https://www.luxinnovation.lu/innovate-in-luxembourg/funding/horizon-europe-luxembourg/
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financed by EUR 93 million in grants#6”. Within the
Recovery and Resilience Plan (RRP), 61% will
support climate objectives under the ‘Green
Transition’ pillar. That pillar focuses on enlarging
the network of charging points for electric vehicles,
supplying district heating and energy from
renewable sources and providing financial support
via municipalities (EUR 6 million) to support
actions to protect nature and prevent biodiversity
loss*68,

While the RRP does not mention tree planting or
reforestation, it includes one relevant measure of
reform and investment via the ‘Naturpakt’. The
Naturpakt will take the form of a law that allows
municipalities to sign a Naturpakt contract with the
State, whereby they commit to implementing
natural environment and biodiversity protection
actions on their territory for the period until 2030.
They then receive a certification and associated
financial subsidies once they achieve a sufficient
level of performance against a catalogue of
environment and biodiversity measures6°. The
Ministry of the Environment, Climate and
Sustainable Development is responsible for
reporting and implementing this element of the
RRP. It will work in collaboration with
municipalities to identify and implement actions to
protect the natural environment and biodiversity.

£ National funding
sources

The main and largest funding mechanism in
Luxembourg for environmental actions is the
Funds for the Protection of the Environment.
Created in 1999, the Funds redistribute income
collected from environmental compliance fees and
fines and provide grants and loans to selected
beneficiaries. In 2021, over EUR 12 million was
allocated from the Funds for the protection of
nature and natural resources*’°.

467 European Commission, Luxembourg’s Recovery and
Resilience Plan

468 | uxembourg, Recovery and Resilience Facility, Operational
arrangements between the European Commission and

Luxembourg
469 |bid., p. 16.
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As part of the support provided by the Funds for
the Protection of the Environment (via the
Administration Nature and Forest), the Ministry for
the Environment provides financial support
(grants) to projects that target:

. Safeguarding biodiversity;

. Management of protected areas;

. Coherence of the network of protected areas;
. Provision of ecosystem services;

. Conservation of habitats or wild animal and
plant species;

. Conservation of the character and beauty of
the landscape, countryside and forests.

This type of subsidy is available to fund managers,
land owners and operators, as well as
municipalities, associations of municipalities and
approved associations.

Any application must be submitted before the start
of the project and request a minimum amount of
EUR 250. The applicant must prepare the
application in collaboration with their local district
authority. The applicant must provide the following
supporting documents: an extract from the
cadastral plan, an extract from a topographic map
with an indication of the area subject to the work,
and, if necessary, a copy of the estimated costs of
the work.

In 2020, 180 applications were made and a total of
EUR 510,000 was paid in grants*’t. In 2021, the
administration received 202 new applications and
a total of EUR 764,064 was distributed to
applicants. The majority of projects relate to
reforestation and compensation for loss of income
due to weather catastrophes*72.

Measures for reforesting agricultural spaces to
compensate for deforestation with reforestation are
part of the National Forestry Accounting Plan

470 Ministry for Environment, Climate and Sustainable
Development, Annual Report 2021.

471 Ministry for Environment, Climate and Sustainable
Development, Annual Report 2020, p. 184.

472 |bid., p. 196.



https://commission.europa.eu/business-economy-euro/economic-recovery/recovery-and-resilience-facility/luxembourgs-recovery-and-resilience-plan_en
https://commission.europa.eu/business-economy-euro/economic-recovery/recovery-and-resilience-facility/luxembourgs-recovery-and-resilience-plan_en
https://commission.europa.eu/publications/operational-arrangement-between-commission-and-luxembourg_en
https://commission.europa.eu/publications/operational-arrangement-between-commission-and-luxembourg_en
https://commission.europa.eu/publications/operational-arrangement-between-commission-and-luxembourg_en
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(Plan comptable forestier national)*”3. The plan
describes the approach adopted by Luxembourg to
establish a Forest Reference Level (FRL) in order
to comply with the EU LULUCF Regulation which
establishes land-based net carbon removals
targets helping to reach climate neutrality. The
document describes the rules on wood harvesting
and measures to support sustainable management
of forests, including reforestation in agricultural
areas.

The government encourages private forest owners
to participate in measures to promote climate
action by implementing close-to-nature forestry, in
return for a grant called ‘Klimabonusbésch’. The
objective is to preserve the many services
provided by forest ecosystems to society. The
premium is intended to reward private forest
owners who, through the implementation of a
mode of sustainable forest management (‘close-to-
nature silviculture’), protect the vital services
provided by the forest to society as a whole.
Close-to-nature silviculture is a set of techniques
that aim to make maximum use of the natural
processes of forest ecosystems in order to
sustainably produce valuable timber, while
respecting and supporting other functions and
services of the forest44.

Forest owners are supported to restore forest
ecosystems — by reforesting a forest stand with
tree species suitable for the location - through the
provision of financial aid for the restoration of
forest ecosystems through reforestation’. The
financial aid is available to those who own more
than 20 hectares of forest, where the area to be
reforested is more than 30 ares of contiguous land;
or is made up of gaps in the forest, smaller than 30
ares, suitable for enrichment planting. To benefit
from the aid, the area must form a single,
contiguous forest stand and be in a listed green
zone (excluding lands where pesticides are used,
lands where groundworks harm the soil structure,
or where drainage works or fertilisation are carried

473 Ministry of Environment, Climate and Sustainable
Development, National Forestry Accounting Plan Luxembourg.
474 Administration Nature and Forests, Klimabonusbésch,
information

475 Administration Nature and Forest, Financial aid for the
restoration of forest ecosystems through reforestation,
information
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out). The applicant must submit their application,
using the appropriate form with the head of the
district concerned, including the appropriate
topographic map and extract of the cadastral map.
The amount of the aid is fixed by type of activity
(from EUR 35 per are for plantations comprising a
minimum of 30% hardwood species; the amount of
the aid is increased by 25% where there has been
no chipping of forest regrowth or remnants from
cutting operations, to EUR 100 per cluster of
hardwood trees for enrichment plantations).

LY 4
O\

Innovative funding
sources

Luxembourg issued EUR 1.5 billion sustainability
bonds in September 2020, which was reinvested
in more than 65 projects*’®. Although the list of
projects includes the increase of protected habitats
and the planting of roms#’7, no money appears to
have been allocated to projects listed under the
category ‘Protection of the Environment’#78,

The Luxembourg Stock Exchange created the
Luxembourg Green Exchange in 2016, which only
lists green bonds and sustainable securities. It
aims to provide a clear and transparent pathway
that enables asset owners and asset managers to
find sustainable securities and their relevant
documentation free of charge. At present, over
EUR 840 billion has been issued through
sustainable bonds*™.

The Ecosystem Services Partnership has a
platform of members active in Luxembourg in the
promotion of ecosystem assessment and valuation
for policy making“8°. One of the related projects is
the Payments for Ecosystem Services (Forests for
Water) (PESFOR-W) — COST Action. This project,
which ended in 2021, consolidated the lessons

476 Ministry of Finance, Luxembourg Sustainability Bond Report,
2022.

477 Ministry of Finance, Luxembourg Sustainability Bond Report
2018-2020, 2021, p.5.

478 Ministry of Finance, Luxembourg Sustainability Bond Report,
2022, p.12.

47% | uxembourg Stock Exchange, LGX

480 Ecosystem Services Partnership



https://environnement.public.lu/fr/natur/forets/plan-comptable-forestier.html#:~:text=Le%20finalit%C3%A9%20de%20ce%20plan,et%20de%202026%20%C3%A0%202030.
https://environnement.public.lu/fr/emweltprozeduren/forets/klimabonusbesch.html
https://guichet.public.lu/en/entreprises/sectoriel/agriculture-viticulture/sylviculture/aide-restauration-ecosysteme-forestier-reboisement.html#bloub-14
https://www.luxse.com/discover-lgx
https://www.es-partnership.org/community/regional-chapters/europe/luxembourg/
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from payment for ecosystems services (PES)
schemes in Europe on evaluating the
environmental effectiveness and cost-
effectiveness of woodland measures*8?,

Finally, the City of Luxembourg has established a
system whereby individuals can sponsor
(parrainer) the planting of trees*&2,

481 COST Action, CA15206 - Payments for Ecosystem Services 82 ville de Luxembourg
(Forests for Water) (PESFOR-W)
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Examples of
relevant
projects
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Contact
Information
(website)

Additional
information
(scale, time

Managing
institution

Scope of
support

Financing
vehicles

EU funding under shared management

horizon
advisory
services if
available)

funded

European Ministry of Website Support Grants Axis 2 — NOE NOAH*83
Regional Economy, transition to a Greener — social
Development | Directorate for low emissions Europe (EUR | inclusion and
Fund Regional economy 4,236,055) environmental
Policy development
and
landscaping
(LU, FR, BE,
DE), 2017-
2021
European Ministry of Website Agro-forestry, | Strategic Plan N/A
Agricultural Agriculture, enhancing offering
Fund for Viticulture and biodiversity in | support for
Rural Consumer forests owned | farmers
Development | Protection by farmers,
(EAFRD) planting trees
and shrubs
EU funding sources under direct management
LIFE Ministry for Website Nature Mostly grants, N/A
Environment, protection, other financial
Climate and afforestation, instruments
Sustainable natural risk such as loans
Development prevention, or loan
tourism, guarantees
education are also

483 See : http://www.interreg-gr.eu/fr/projects/noe-noah/
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https://meco.gouvernement.lu/fr/le-ministere/domaines-activite/politique-regionale.html
http://www.ma.public.lu/
https://mecdd.gouvernement.lu/
http://www.interreg-gr.eu/fr/projects/noe-noah/
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Funding Managing Contact Scope of Financing Additional Examples of
instrument institution Information support vehicles information relevant
(website) (scale, time projects
horizon funded
advisory
services if
available)
possible
Horizon Luxlnnovation | Website Innovative Grants Information N/A
Europe projects, about funding
including opportunities
projects can be found
related to on the website
climate of the national
protection and contact point
health
RRP Ministry for Website Green Grants EUR Naturpakt
the transition 6,000,000 to
Environment, (charging establish a
Climate and points for Naturpakt with
Sustainable electric municipalities
Development vehicles), to provide
digital financial
transition, support for
economic and actions to
social protect nature
resilience and prevent
biodiversity
loss
National funding
Funds for the | Ministry for Website Biodiversity, Grants and
Protection of | Environment, management loans
the Climate and of protected
Environment | Sustainable areas and
Development habitats,
ecosystem
services,
nature
conservation
Financial aid | Administration | Website Private forests | Grants

for the
restoration of

Nature and
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https://www.luxinnovation.lu/
https://mfin.gouvernement.lu/fr/dossiers/2021/planderelance.html
https://guichet.public.lu/fr/entreprises/urbanisme-environnement/aides-environnement/aides-primes/aide-amelioration-environnement.html
https://guichet.public.lu/fr/entreprises/sectoriel/agriculture-viticulture/sylviculture/aide-restauration-ecosysteme-forestier-reboisement.html
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Funding Managing Contact Scope of Financing Additional Examples of
instrument institution Information support vehicles information relevant
(website) (scale, time projects
horizon funded
advisory
services if
available)
forest Forests
ecosystems
through
reforestation
Klimabonusb | Administration | Website Private forests | Grants
ésch Nature and
Forests
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https://environnement.public.lu/fr/emweltprozeduren/forets/klimabonusbesch.html
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Abbreviations used

CAP

EAFRD

EAGF

ERDF

ESF

JTF

NCP

NGO

RDP

RRF

RRP

SAC

SMEs

Common Agricultural Policy

European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development
European Agriculture Guarantee Fund
European Regional Development Fund
European Structural Fund

Just Transition Fund

National Contact Point
Non-governmental organisation

Rural Development Programme
Recovery and Resilience Facility
Recovery and Resilience Plan

Special Area of Conservation

Small and medium-sized enterprises
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Malta is a small island nation with only 1% tree
coverage*®. There is no forestry sector and almost
all of the land area is classified as ‘urban’. Tree-
planting initiatives are generally small-scale, but a
number of stakeholders are advocating for nature
restoration and tree-planting*®>. The Native Trust
(Malta), one of the largest non-governmental
organisations (NGOSs) in Malta, carries out several
afforestation projects, including Natura 2000 sites
and nature reserves/parks“8®. Birdlife Malta,
another prominent NGO, carries out nature
restoration projects, including some tree-planting
activities*®’. In addition, the Tree 4 U initiative,
managed by Ambjent Malta within the Ministry for
the Environment, Climate Change and Planning,
invites individuals or corporate bodies to sponsor
or donate native trees. Planting is then carried out
by Ambjent Malta*s8,

Infrastructure Malta is the agency entrusted with
the development, maintenance and upgrading of
the road network and other public infrastructure. It
has undertaken wide-spread tree planting, in
particular to compensate for trees relocated or
removed during infrastructure work4e°.

Desk research shows that most environmental
funding is directed towards water scarcity and bird
protection, as key challenges in Malta. This
suggests that while funding may be available at
both EU and national level, projects dedicated to
tree planting would have to compete against those
environmental challenges.

The following sections provide some brief
information on potential funding opportunities for
tree planting in Malta. They are followed by a
summary table with practical links and contact
information.

484 Malta's Percentage Of Forested Land

485 See, for example: Grow 10 Trees project, where citizens
plant and care for 10 local trees or plants. Tree planting to
offset transport emissions through NowWeMOVE. Tree planting
as a team-building activity through JUGS Malta. Work done by
various NGOs such as the Melita Foundation and private
enterprises such as the QLZH Foundation and the HBSC Bank
Malta.

486 Nature Trust Malta, What We Do

487 Central Bank of Malta and staff contributions used for tree-

growing initiatives
488

Sponsoring Trees Under the Tree 4 U Campaign
489 |nfrastructure Malta
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EU Funding sources

r"‘-% under shared
management

Forestry is not a significant industry in Malta, and
agriculture/fishing as a whole only makes up 1.6%
of the labour force®°. European Agricultural
Fund for Rural Development (EAFRD)-funded
projects include an organic farm using Common
Agricultural Policy (CAP) funding to mitigate soil
erosion and enhance biodiversity by planting new
olive trees*°1, CAP is not widely used for tree-
planting — Malta’s CAP Strategic Plan (2022)
states that it is investing more than EUR 1 million
to protect and conserve some indigenous species,
including the Maltese chicken, ox, and some
indigenous tress. This is small against the EUR 30
million to support investments in water4®2. No other
reference to trees, forests, or biodiversity
restoration were found in the CAP documents*%,
The Malta Agriculture and Rural Payments Agency
(part of the Ministry for Agriculture, Fisheries, Food
and Animal Rights) aims to maximise the benefits
from the CAP#%4, and the Planning and Priorities
Coordination Division within the Ministry
responsible for EU Funds*®® is the competent
authority.

The Funds and Programmes Division (part of the
office of the Deputy Prime Minister) is the
EAFRD/European Agriculture Guarantee Fund
(EAGF) managing authority“%. The 2014-2020
Rural Development Programme (RDP) for Malta*®”
included a sub-measure to support investments
improving the resilience and environmental value

4% Economy of Malta

491 Young farmers use multi-functional CAP funding in Malta
(within the 2014-2020 programming period).

492 Malta’s CAP strategic plan

4% Documents relating to the approval of the CAP Strategic
Plans

494 See: https://agriculture.gov.mt/

4% Planning and Priorities Coordination Division

4% National Strategy Plan on the government website was
published in 2009, so was not reviewed for its relevance to tree-
planting.

497 Rural Development Programme (RDP) See:
https://ec.europa.eu/enrd/country/malta_en.html



https://lovinmalta.com/lifestyle/environment/maltas-percentage-of-forested-land-is-so-minimal-an-official-eu-chart-had-to-change-its-symbols-just-for-us/
https://www.isca.org/news-detail/941/now-you-can-move-to-plant-trees
https://jugsmalta.com/team_building/tree-planting/
https://www.melitafoundation.org/projects/saggar/
https://www.qlzhfoundation.com/
https://www.maltachamber.org.mt/en/hsbc-malta-launches-new-student-campaign-pledges-to-plant-a-tree-per-new-student-enrolled
https://naturetrustmalta.org/what-we-do/
https://maltabusinessweekly.com/central-bank-of-malta-and-staff-contributions-used-for-tree-growing-initiatives/13793/
https://maltabusinessweekly.com/central-bank-of-malta-and-staff-contributions-used-for-tree-growing-initiatives/13793/
https://www.servizz.gov.mt/en/Pages/Environment_-Energy_-Agriculture-and-Fisheries/Environment/National-Parks_-Afforestation-and-The-Countryside/WEB260/default.aspx
https://timesofmalta.com/articles/view/infrastructure-malta-planted-22162-trees-last-year-minister.930040
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Economy_of_Malta
https://enrd.ec.europa.eu/news-events/news/young-farmers-use-multi-functional-cap-funding-malta_en
https://agriculture.ec.europa.eu/document/download/e4c01121-1dae-47dc-9bba-3a953b3cdb34_en?filename=csp-at-a-glance-malta_en.pdf
https://agriculture.ec.europa.eu/cap-my-country/cap-strategic-plans/approved-csp-0_en?f%5B0%5D=document_country_document_country%3Ahttp%3A//publications.europa.eu/resource/authority/country/MLT
https://agriculture.ec.europa.eu/cap-my-country/cap-strategic-plans/approved-csp-0_en?f%5B0%5D=document_country_document_country%3Ahttp%3A//publications.europa.eu/resource/authority/country/MLT
https://agriculture.gov.mt/
https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/in-your-country/managing-authorities/malta_en
https://ec.europa.eu/enrd/country/malta_en.html
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of forest ecosystems, as well as afforestation
operations and prevention and restoration
activities. However, the plan noted that Malta has
a very limited area of woodlands. Desk research
was unable to find how this was implemented.

The Funds and Programmes Division of the
Ministry for the Economy, European Funds and
Lands is responsible for Interreg projects.
Ongoing projects include the Interreg Euro-MED
Programme, which aims to protect, restore and
valorise the natural environment and heritage“.

Servizzi Ewropej fMalta (SEM) is a public agency
that helps citizens and organisations to access EU
funds*®°. Information is also available on the
Maltese government’s FONDI website®%. In
October 2022, the European Commission
approved Malta’s National Programme for the
European Regional Development Fund (ERDF),
Cohesion Fund and Just Transition Fund (JTF) for
the 2021-2027 financial period®°®. Information on
the FONDI website shows that the ERDF,
Cohesion Fund and JTF cover a number of topics,
including natural resources and the environment,
with environmental preservation receiving
particular attention. However, the priorities
identified under the different national policies
largely concern information and communications
technology (ICT), energy transition, waste water,
water, mobility, and citizen involvement®°2, None of
the current open environment calls specifically
refer to biodiversity or trees. However, several
refer to carbon storage measures, which may
include tree planting, and there is a general LIFE
call®®3. The ERDF is mentioned as a source of co-
funding for on-going tree planting initiatives, such
as a tree-planting activity as part of Arbor Day5%.
This suggests that while tree planting may not be
the focus of EU funding in Malta, there are some
previous examples®0,

%8 Interreq projects

4% Servizzi Ewropej f'Malta (SEM)

500 FONDI

501 European Commission approves €1.1 billion in funds for
Malta

502 European Regional Development Fund, Cohesion Fund,
Just Transition Fund

503 Current calls for funding
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The Malta Council for Science and Technology,
acting for and on behalf of the Foundation for
Science and Technology, is a public body and is
the National Contact Point (NCP) for Horizon
Europe in Malta®%. Several projects aim to
improve biodiversity on the Maltese islands, but
these mostly refer to marine areas. Most projects
refer to small and medium-sized enterprises
(SMEs), growth, and urban sustainability®0’. The
ReNature project, a Horizon 2020 project with a
focus on nature-based solutions research, includes
a reforestation project in San Pawl il-Bahar>%8,

LIFE projects fall under the LIFE Unit of the
Ministry for Sustainable Development,
Environment and Climate Change. Again,
however, such projects tend to focus on birds
(specifically puffin conservation) and water
management, rather than forests®%,

Malta’s Recovery and Resilience Plan (RRP) has
six components, with the first two focusing on
carbon neutrality. Neither envisages interventions
likely to encompass tree-planting activities (the first
focuses on enhanced energy efficiency and clean
energy, while the second focuses on
decarbonisation of transport).

e National funding
sources

The government has a number of tree-planting
initiatives in place, with a focus on urban planting.
In 2022 the government launched a
reafforestation project worth EUR 20 million.

504 On-going tree planting initiatives

505 previous examples of tree planting in Malta

506 Malta Council for Science and Technology

507 Funding opportunities

508 ReNature project

509 See: https://cinea.ec.europa.eu/system/files/2023-
03/Malta_Update EN_Final March23.pdf



https://fondi.eu/programme/interreg-euro-med-programme-2021-2027/
https://sem.gov.mt/information/servizzi-ewropej-f-malta
https://fondi.eu/
https://newsbook.com.mt/en/european-commission-approves-e1-1-billion-in-funds-for-malta/
https://newsbook.com.mt/en/european-commission-approves-e1-1-billion-in-funds-for-malta/
https://fondi.eu/programme/european-regional-development-fund-cohesion-fund-just-transition-fund/
https://fondi.eu/programme/european-regional-development-fund-cohesion-fund-just-transition-fund/
https://sem.gov.mt/open-calls?search-funding-organisation=All&search-funding-interest=49qmj9g2bn1xrt9vmnftf2dwwg&search-funding-programme=All
https://gozo.news/102288/green-diplomacy-network-malta-plant-250-trees-and-shrubs/
https://gozo.news/102288/green-diplomacy-network-malta-plant-250-trees-and-shrubs/
https://mcst.gov.mt/
https://mcst.gov.mt/funding-opportunities/
https://renature-project.eu/
https://cinea.ec.europa.eu/system/files/2023-03/Malta_Update_EN_Final_March23.pdf
https://cinea.ec.europa.eu/system/files/2023-03/Malta_Update_EN_Final_March23.pdf
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The Trees and Woodlands Protection
Regulations®1° allow the permitting authority to
impose conditions on projects that may impact
existing trees (Article 23(1)(a)). This mechanism
appears to be well utilised, in particular for projects
carried out by Infrastructure Malta, with 12,300
new trees planted in compensation for 2,400
uprooted trees since 201851, The government
agency Infrastructure Malta highlights various
examples of infrastructure projects that have seen
indigenous trees planted by various contractors®1?,
although the extent to which these pre-dated the
permitting conditions was unclear.

Local councils can access funding from the
Ministry for the Environment, Climate Change and
Planning through the Urban Greening Scheme
(set up in 2014), with projects including tree
planting, greening of squares and roads in urban
areas, and the installation of new irrigation
systems to ensure that the planted trees, shrubs
and flowers remain healthy®13, Parks Malta (a
government entity under the Ministry for Energy,
Enterprise and Sustainable Development) wants to
see more than 1,500 trees planted through their
Cleaning Campaign, with two trees planted for
every tonne of waste collected>!4.

_‘O’_ Innovative funding
&~ sources

In 2021, a group of 24 architects and engineers
proposed the Help Malta Breathe project which
would see more than 40,000 trees planted>1®,
Ambjent Malta®1® expressed scepticism, saying
that the plans do not sufficiently consider the
native habitat of the area®'’. At the time of drafting,
information was scarce®!® and it remains to be
seen how this initiative will move forward and the
funding opportunities it may create.

510 Trees and Woodlands Protection Regulations 514 valley clean-up campaign

511 Compensation for the uprooting of trees 515 Help Malta Breathe project

512 |nfrastructure Malta projects 516 Under the Ministry for the Environment, Energy and
513 See: https://sustainabledevelopment.gov.mt/wp- Enterprise
content/uploads/2022/08/Sustainable-Localities-Scheme-2022- 517 Afforestation proposal

Guidelines.pdf 518 |_imited to a 2-minute Facebook video.
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https://legislation.mt/eli/sl/549.123/eng/pdf
https://www.maltatoday.com.mt/environment/environment/109208/over_2400_trees_uprooted_since_2018#.ZAhGOnYo-Uk
https://www.infrastructuremalta.com/node/44
https://sustainabledevelopment.gov.mt/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/Sustainable-Localities-Scheme-2022-Guidelines.pdf
https://sustainabledevelopment.gov.mt/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/Sustainable-Localities-Scheme-2022-Guidelines.pdf
https://sustainabledevelopment.gov.mt/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/Sustainable-Localities-Scheme-2022-Guidelines.pdf
https://parksmalta.com/valley-clean-up-campaign-leading-to-1500-new-trees/
https://maltadaily.mt/afforestation-project-seeks-to-give-malta-new-breath-with-over-40000-trees/
https://cde.news/malta-environment-ministry-officer-pours-cold-water-on-afforestation-proposal/
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Examples of
relevant
projects
funded

ERDF, Ministry for Website Grant Programme
Cohesion the Economy, approved in
Fund, JTF European October 2022
Funds and —no clear link
Lands to tree
planting, but
the
environment is
identified as a
topic covered
EAFRD Funds and Website Agriculture Grant Strategic Plan
Programmes
Division
(Office of the
Deputy Prime
Minister)
EU funding sources under direct management
LIFE LIFE Unit of Website Environmental | Grant No current LIFE
the Ministry protection/rest tree-related PanPuffinus
for oration projects (2019)
Sustainable
Development,
Environment LIFE-IP-
and Climate RBMP-Malta
Change (2016)
Horizon Malta Council | Website Research and | Grant No current MELIITA 4
Europe for Science Innovation tree-related (Enterprise
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https://eufunds.gov.mt/en/Pages/Home.aspx
https://eufunds.gov.mt/en/
https://environment.gov.mt/en/life/https:/cinea.ec.europa.eu/system/files/2023-03/Malta_Update_EN_Final_March23.pdf
https://mcst.gov.mt/horizon-europe/
https://mcst.gov.mt/horizon-europe/projects/
https://mcst.gov.mt/horizon-europe/projects/
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Funding Managing Contact Scope of Financing Additional Examples of
instrument institution Information support vehicles information relevant
(website) (scale, time projects
horizon funded
advisory
services if
available)
and projects Europe
Technology Network)
(Foundation
for Science m
Technology) BLUEMED

National funding

Urban Ministry for Website Local Grant Tree planting,

Greening the government greening of

Scheme Environment, squares and
Climate roads in urban
Change and areas, and the
Planning installation of

new irrigation
systems to
ensure that
trees, shrubs
and flowers
remain
healthy
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https://mcst.gov.mt/horizon-europe/projects/
https://mcst.gov.mt/horizon-europe/projects/
https://mcst.gov.mt/horizon-europe/projects/
https://mcst.gov.mt/horizon-europe/projects/
https://mcst.gov.mt/horizon-europe/projects/
https://sustainabledevelopment.gov.mt/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/Sustainable-Localities-Scheme-2022-Guidelines.pdf

FINANCING SOURCES IN THE
NETHERLANDS



Abbreviations used

CAP Common Agricultural Policy

EAFRD European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development
EFRO Europees Fonds voor Regionale ontwikkeling
ERDF European Regional Development Fund

JTF Just Transition Fund

NCP National Contact Point

PES Payments for ecosystem services

PBL Netherland Environmental Assessment Agency (Planbureau voor de Leefomgeving)
RDP Rural Development Programme

RRF Recovery and Resilience Facility

RRP Recovery and Resilience Plan

RVO Netherlands Enterprise Agency

SNN Samenwerkingsverband Noord-Nederland
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Funding opportunities in the Netherlands include
European Union (EU) sources, with the European
Regional Development Fund (ERDF) one of the
most prominent European funding sources in the
country. The Cohesion Fund is not relevant for the
Netherlands in the 2021-2027 period.

The Dutch government plays an important role in
funding environmental protection. There are also
several private foundations and organisations that
provide funding for biodiversity projects in the
Netherlands.

The following sections provide some brief
information on potential funding opportunities for
tree planting in the Netherlands. They are followed
by a summary table with practical links and contact
information.

EU Funding sources
under shared
management

-

Funding opportunities in the Netherlands include
the ERDF, which is one of the most prominent
European funding sources. In 2021-2027, the
Netherlands will receive EUR 506 million from the
Fund. The money will be divided between four
regional programmes®'®, for the North
(Samenwerkingsverband Noord-Nederland,
SNN)®2°, East (EFRO Oost)®?!, South (EFRO
Programme Zuid)®?? and West (Kansen voor
West)®?® Netherlands:

. North: the subsidies are given by SNN
across a broad range of sectors and do not
seem to target nature conservation or
biodiversity topics per se. The current
available subsidies for individuals and
companies in sustainability and greening
do not include projects associated with tree
planting;

51% Europees Fonds voor Regionale Ontwikkeling (EFRO)
520 Samenwerkingsverband Noord-Nederland, SNN

52 East (EFRO Oost)

522 South (EFRO OPZuid)

523 \West (Kansen voor West) See:
https://www.kansenvoorwest.nl/
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. East: EFRO Oost aims for a smarter, green
East of the Netherlands, and grant
applicants can come up with their own
projects. No examples of tree-planting
projects were found;

. South: Programme Zuid focuses on the
green sector, primarily green energy. One
project seeks to make dry areas suitable for
food production®24, but does not seem to be
in scope of the pledge;

. West: Kansen voor West gives an overview
of possible grant applications and indicates
where budget is still available. Most grants
seem to focus on energy and circular
economy, although sustainable urban
development can be found as a specific
objective®2,

The Cohesion Fund is not relevant for the
Netherlands in the 2021-2027 period>?®,

The Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) Strategic
Plan, financed by the European Agricultural
Fund for Rural Development (EAFRD) and the
European agricultural guarantee fund (EAGF) can
also support projects with biodiversity components,
including tree planting, °?’. The EU budget for CAP
2023-2027 in the Netherlands is over EUR 4.5
billion. With over EUR 415 million of national
funding, the total funding comes to almost EUR 5
billion. The upcoming CAP aims to be
economically sustainable, fair, socially sustainable,
and greener. For example, it will use EUR 174
million to increase the water level of peat
meadows, increase the organic farmed area, and
spend about EUR 760 million to support farmers to
implement biodiversity friendly measures on more
than 1.5 million hectares®Z.

The Just Transition Fund (JTF) in the
Netherlands can access EUR 623 million during
the 2021-2027 period®2°, The JTF is managed by
three institutions: Kansen voor West (West), SNN
(North) and Stimulus (South).

524 OPZuid project example

525 Budget overview

%26 Cohesion Fund

527 New rural development measures

528 CAP 2023-2027 — 28 CAP Strategic Plans at a glance.
529 Just Transition Fund (JTF)



https://www.rijksoverheid.nl/onderwerpen/europese-subsidies/europese-structuur--en-investeringsfondsen/europees-fonds-voor-regionale-ontwikkeling-efro
https://www.snn.nl/
https://www.efro-oost.eu/
https://www.stimulus.nl/opzuid/
https://www.kansenvoorwest.nl/
https://www.kansenvoorwest.nl/
https://www.stimulus.nl/opzuid/avada_portfolio/van-regen-tot-groei/
https://kvw3.kansenvoorwest.nl/openstellingen/beschikbare-budgetten/?filters=41
https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/funding/cohesion-fund_en
https://agriculture.ec.europa.eu/common-agricultural-policy/rural-development/country_nl
https://www.uitvoeringvanbeleidszw.nl/subsidies-en-regelingen/just-transition-fund-jtf
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The Netherlands Enterprise Agency (RVO)°® is
the National Contact Point (NCP) for LIFE. Several
searches in the LIFE database®3! reveal a citizen-
driven initiative from LIFE Terra that is aiming to
plant and monitor 500 million trees®*? between
2020 and 2025. The location does not seem to be
limited to the Netherlands, but includes multiple
Member States. Tree planting forms part of several
broader projects: for example, the project
‘Damsterplein, the coolest square in town’
mentions the planting of 50 trees as part of
greening a square in Rotterdam. This project will
run from 2021 to 2024. The RVO is also the NCP
for Horizon Europe.

o\
&%
[—

The Netherlands’ Recovery and Resilience Plan
(RRP) encompasses 28 investments and 21
reforms, which will be supported by a total of EU
4.7 billion in grants under the Recovery and
Resilience Facility (RRF), 48% of which will
support climate objectives. Most of this money will
be spent on green energy and the energy
transition. EUR 2.84 billion will be invested in
‘Programme Nature’ between 2021 and 2023, with
around 25% earmarked for improving the quality of
natural areas, primarily structural system
restoration, which includes forest revitalisation.
These measures also contribute to other tasks,
such as climate adaptation and the implementation
of the Forest Strategy®33. Structural system
restoration measures include improved
landscaping, hydrological measures and forest
revitalisation. The provinces are in charge of the
budgeting for the first phase of Programme Nature,
which consists of EUR 714 million.

Integral area plans are drafted, but are not part of
the RRP. They focus on climate, water quality and
nature, and are expected to be available in July

530 Contacts

53t Advanced search on LIFE projects

532 | IFE Terra

533 Rijksoverheid, Nederlands Herstel en Veeerkrachtplan, 2022
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In 2023, the Dutch government released EUR
300 million to accelerate realisation of the Nature
Network Netherlands. National parks will get EUR
3.2 million for various purposes, EUR 340 million is
reserved for making agriculture, horticulture and
fisheries more sustainable, and the provinces of
the Netherlands will get EUR 24.3 billion for nature
restoration plans. The plans need to be put in
place in 2023 and the money is available until
20354,

Several public and private organisations in the
Netherlands provide funding for biodiversity
projects. Some examples include:

. The Netherlands Environmental
Assessment Agency (PBL): The Agency
provides funding for research and projects
to improve the environment and protect
biodiversity53;

. RVO: The Agency is under the Dutch
Ministry of Economic Affairs and Climate
and the Ministry of Agriculture, Nature and
Food Quiality. Its main goal is to support and

promote entrepreneurship and
innovation®3s;
. Dutch Postcode Lottery: This lottery

distributes a portion of its proceeds to
various environmental and conservation
projects, including those related to
biodiversity537;

. IVN Nature Education Foundation: This
Foundation provides funding for nature
education projects, with a focus on
promoting awareness and understanding of
the country's biodiversity.

534 Plans for climate and milieu

535 Netherlands Environmental Assessment Agency (PBL)
536 RVO

537 Dutch Postcode Lottery



https://cinea.ec.europa.eu/programmes/life/history-life/life-contacts/ncps-national-contact-points-nature-biodiversity_en
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/life/publicWebsite/search/advanced
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/life/publicWebsite/project/details/5319
https://open.overheid.nl/documenten/ronl-abc474ae7a39fe82e5f6f276ab663739cdb56902/pdf
https://www.rijksoverheid.nl/onderwerpen/prinsjesdag/klimaat-en-milieu
https://www.pbl.nl/en
https://english.rvo.nl/
https://www.postcodeloterij.nl/goede-doelen/overzicht/natuur-en-milieufederaties

THREE
BILLIONg

ADDITIONALS

TREESE

WE GROW
TOGETHER

#3BillionTrees

_‘O’_ Innovative funding
= sources

Innovative financing instruments have been used
to support biodiversity-related projects. These can
be green bonds, or biodiversity offsets.
Crowdfunding has also been used to raise funds
for biodiversity-related projects, allowing
individuals to directly support conservation efforts.
Payments for ecosystem services (PES)
schemes have been implemented as well.

. Green bonds: Various banks (e.g. Triodos)
are in the green bonds market>3;

. Crowdfunding: Non-governmental
organisation (NGO) Stichting Het Groene
Woud used crowdfunding to raise funds for
the purchase and management of a
forested area in the Netherlands in order
to protect it from development>39;

. PES: Several PES schemes have been
implemented for different ecosystem
services. For example, farmers who
provide ecosystem services such as soll
conservation, water retention, and carbon
sequestration are eligible for payments
under the ‘Green Deal for Biodiversity’
programme. The CAP enables farmers to
apply for the eco-scheme 2023, which has
a total budget of EUR 152 million>4°, This
subsidy will run from 1 March 2023 to 15
June 2023. The minimum is EUR 60 per
hectare, with a maximum of EUR 200 per
hectare. The total budget available is EUR
152,000,000. There are a number of
eligibility conditions, including achieving
sufficient ‘points’ on improving climate, soil
and air, water, landscape, and biodiversity.

538 Green bond holders 540 Eco-scheme 2023 (De eco-regeling 2023)
539 Stichting Het Groene Woud
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https://www.triodos.com/en/investor-relations/triodos-green-bonds
https://www.hetgroenewoud.com/
https://www.rvo.nl/subsidies-financiering/eco-regeling

THREE

BILLIONS

ADDITIONALS

TREESE

#3BillionTrees

(1
=

WE GROW
TOGETHER

i

Funding Managing Contact Scope of Financing Additional Examples of
instrument institution Information support vehicles information relevant
(website) (scale, time projects
horizon funded
advisory
services if
available)
EU funding under shared management
ERDF Ministry of Website Environmental | Grants Scale and Trees for
Foreign Affairs protection and time horizon Cities
nature are flexible
M|n|s-try of conservation ERED monies
Forglgn divided among Green
Affairs, see the four Infrastructure
website regional for Climate
giona
ERDF Change
programmes Adaptation
North SNN:
Netherlands, info@snn.nl
see website
East EFRO Oost,
Netherlands, see website
see website
South Stimulus:
Netherlands, info@stimulus
see website .nl
West Kansen voor
Netherlands, West:
see website contact@kans
envoorwest.nl
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https://commission.europa.eu/funding-tenders/find-funding/eu-funding-programmes/european-regional-development-fund-erdf_en
https://www.government.nl/ministries/ministry-of-foreign-affairs
https://www.snn.nl/
mailto:info@snn.nl
https://www.efro-oost.eu/
https://www.efro-oost.eu/ik-heb-een-vraag
https://www.stimulus.nl/opzuid/
mailto:info@stimulus.nl
mailto:info@stimulus.nl
https://www.kansenvoorwest.nl/
mailto:contact@kansenvoorwest.nl
mailto:contact@kansenvoorwest.nl
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Funding Managing Contact Scope of Financing Additional Examples of
instrument institution Information support vehicles information relevant
(website) (scale, time projects
horizon funded
advisory
services if
available)
EAFRD Ministry of Website Environmental | Grants Part of the
Agriculture, protection and CAP are ‘eco-
Nature and nature schemes’
Food Quality conservation See Green
Deal for
Biodiversity
programme
EU funding sources under direct management
LIFE NCP: RVO NCP as for
Nature &
Biodiversity,
see website
Horizon NCP: RVO NCP as for Climate Grants, Scale is LIFE Reforest
Europe Climate, change, innovation flexible project
Energy and energy procurement,
Mobility, Food, | transition, public-private
Bioeconomy, digital partnerships Timeframe 3-6
Natural transformation | and venture years
Resources, , health and capital
Agriculture well-being,
and circular
Environment, economy
see website
RRF Ministry of Ministry of Green and Budget will be
Finance Finance, see digital spent by
website transition provincial
National governments
government
contact
details, see
website
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https://www.rijksoverheid.nl/ministeries/ministerie-van-landbouw-natuur-en-voedselkwaliteit
https://cinea.ec.europa.eu/programmes/life/history-life/life-contacts/ncps-national-contact-points-nature-biodiversity_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/support/ncp;sortQuery=country;countries=20000973;functions=11,12
https://www.government.nl/ministries/ministry-of-finance
https://www.rijksoverheid.nl/contact/informatie-rijksoverheid
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relevant
projects
funded

Dutch
government

PBL

Website

Improving
environmental
and
sustainable
development
policy and
practice by
providing
independent
and science-
based advice
and
conducting
research

N/A

N/A

N/A

Nationale
Postcode
Loterij N.V.

Dutch
Postcode
Lottery

Website

Funding
projects that
contribute to
nature,
environment
and
development
cooperation

Mostly
subsidies,
also loans or
investments,
and revenue
from lottery
tickets

Scale differs
from local to
large-scale

Timeframe
varies
depending on
the project

Different kinds
of support
services
offered (e.g.
2019 project
on the

planting trees)

Rewilding
Europe
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https://www.pbl.nl/en
https://www.postcodeloterij.nl/
https://www.postcodeloterij.nl/goede-doelen/bijzondere-projecten
https://www.postcodeloterij.nl/goede-doelen/bijzondere-projecten
https://www.postcodeloterij.nl/goede-doelen/bijzondere-projecten
https://www.postcodeloterij.nl/goede-doelen/bijzondere-projecten/natuur-en-milieufederaties-plan-boom

#3BillionTrees

™

THREE
BILLIONS

ADDITIONAL~N

TREESE

-

WE GROW
TOGETHER

i

Funding Managing Contact Scope of Financing Additional Examples of
instrument institution Information support vehicles information relevant
(website) (scale, time projects
horizon funded
advisory
services if
available)
IVN Nature IVN Website Promoting Grants, Scale: local N/A
Education Foundation nature donations, and national
Foundation education, project . .
protecting the | funding, Timeframe:
environment membership depends on
and promoting | fees project
sustainability Different
additional
services,
mainly raising
public
awareness of
the value of
nature and
contributing to
its protection
Stichting Het | Groene Woud | Website Promoting Forest Depends on PlantenNu
Groene Foundation sustainable conservation the project
Woud forest support,
management research and
and education
conservation
in the
Netherlands
Triodos Triodos Bank | Website Finance Green bonds Depends on Triodos has
projects and the project partnerships
businesses with
with a positive organisations
impact on such as
society and Natuurmonum
the enten

environment
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https://www.ivn.nl/
https://www.hetgroenewoud.com/
https://www.triodos.com/en/
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Funding
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Green Deal
for
Biodiversityp
rogramme

THREE
BILLIONS

ADDITIONAL~N

TREESE

Managing
institution

Ministry of
Agriculture,
Nature and
Food Quality

Contact
Information
(website)

Terms of grant
and
application,
see website

Scope of
support

Rewarding
future-proof
farming

Financing
vehicles

Grant to
farmers

Additional
information
(scale, time

horizon
advisory
services if
available)

Timeframe: 1
March 2023 to
15 June 2023

Total budget:
EUR 152
million
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Examples of
relevant
projects
funded

N/A
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https://www.rvo.nl/subsidies-financiering/eco-regeling

FINANCING SOURCES IN POLAND



Abbreviations used

ARMA

CAP

CF

EAGF

EARDF

ERDF

KPZL

JTF

NCBR

NFEP&WM

RRF

Agency for Restructuring and Modernisation of Agriculture
Common Agricultural Policy

Cohesion Fund

European Agricultural Guarantee Fund

European Agricultural Rural Development Fund

European Regional Development Fund

National Program for Increasing Forest Cover

Just Transition Fund

National Centre for Research and Development

National Fund for Environmental Protection and Water Management

Recovery and Resilience Facility
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The National Program for Increasing Forest Cover
(KPZL), adopted by the Council of Ministers in
1995 covering the period 1995-2020, established
the objective to increase the country’s forest area
to 30% by 2020. The National Forest Policy
adopted in 199754 reiterated that goal and
established an increase of 33% by 2050, which
has been confirmed by the National Environmental
Policy 2030 adopted in 2019542,

Funding for projects concerning biodiversity,
nature and climate protection can be obtained in
Poland from a variety of sources including EU
funding, national and regional funds for
environmental protection, municipal budgets, and
private funding. Since its accession to the EU (in
2004), Poland has been one of the largest
beneficiaries of Cohesion Policy (CF), with a
number of Programmes at both national and
regional levels providing grants for various
initiatives including biodiversity and nature
protection projects. These funds, and in particular
the European Regional Development Fund
(ERDF), will remain one of the most prominent
funding sources for environmental investments in
the current financial perspective 2021-2027.

Other EU funding opportunities available in Poland
include LIFE and Horizon programmes — national
contact points can guide the potential beneficiaries
regarding the relevant opportunities and
application procedures. The Strategic Plan for
development of rural areas being a part of the
Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) is another
important source of funding for nature protection
and in particular, planting trees and shrubs in the
context of agriculture and development of rural
areas.

At national level, the National Fund for
Environmental Protection and Water Management
(NFEP&WM) is a major institution providing
funding and advice for potential beneficiaries of
projects in the area of nature protection. Similar
institutions exist on the regional level — each of the

%41 Ministry of Environmental Protection; Natural
Resources and Forestry. National Forest Policy;
Warsaw, Poland, 1997.

542 Ministry of Climate. The 2030 National
Environmental Policy; Warsaw, Poland, 2019.
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16 regions (voivodeships) in Poland has its
dedicated regional fund for environmental
protection, providing opportunities of support for
environmental and climate-related initiatives
according to regional priorities. Innovative
financing sources such as green municipal and
corporate bonds, as well as crowdfunding, are
gradually gaining popularity in Poland.

More information about the specific categories of
funding instruments and some relevant examples
can be found in the sections below and in the
summary table.

EU Funding sources

og..
PN under shared

management

Poland will remain one of the largest beneficiaries
of Cohesion Policy funding in the coming years.
Both the ERDF and the CF have been and will
continue to play an important role in supporting
environmental, climate and biodiversity-related
initiatives. Information about EU funding
opportunities for potential beneficiaries is provided
on the dedicated portal®43. The portal provides
information about the network of information points
that are available throughout the country — these
contact points facilitate (free-of-charge) advisory
services relevant to the specific needs and location
of the interested individuals and organisations.

Cohesion Policy is implemented in Poland through
several Programmes, including the national
programme FENnIKS (European Funds For
Infrastructure, Climate and Environment) 44 that
can be used for nature protection, and 17 regional
Programmes (including one for each of the 16
Polish regions and one programme European
Funds for Eastern Poland), all of which provide
opportunities for investing in biodiversity and

543 Ministry of Funds and Regional Policy, 2023

544 European Funds for Infrastructure, Climate and Environment
(Program Fundusze Europejskie na Infrastrukture, Klimat,
Srodowisko)



https://www.funduszeeuropejskie.gov.pl/strony/o-funduszach/punkty/#/
https://www.feniks.gov.pl/strony/dowiedz-sie-wiecej-o-programie/program-feniks/
https://www.feniks.gov.pl/strony/dowiedz-sie-wiecej-o-programie/program-feniks/
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nature. The budget of the FEnIKs programme
amounts to over EUR 24 billion. Its main objectives
include lowering GHG emissions and green
transition. This programme has also other
objectives such as sustainable transport and social
infrastructure. Biodiversity-related projects under
the FEnIKS programme are coordinated by the
Ministry of Climate and Environment. Timetable of
calls for proposals within this programme can be
accessed on the dedicated website of the
programme®45. Calls for proposals under the
regional programmes can be accessed through the
websites dedicated to each of these programmes
— see the summary table for contact details®4.

CAP funding can also support projects with
biodiversity components, including tree planting.
The Strategic Plan prepared within the framework
of the CAP for the years 2021-2027 lists
afforestation, planting of trees and shrubs,
enhancing biodiversity in forests as well as
establishment of agro-forestry areas, as types of
interventions that will be supported within the
actions aiming at limiting the impact of climate
change in agriculture®#”. The Ministry of Agriculture
and Rural Development together with the Agency
for Restructuring and Modernisation of Agriculture
(ARMA) monitor the implementation of the CAP in
Poland. Pillar | of the CAP, based on direct
payments from the European Agricultural
Guarantee Fund (EAGF) supports, among others,
eco-schemes including an eco-scheme providing
subsidies for the planting of melliferous plants.
Pillar Il of the CAP, financed from the European
Agricultural Rural Development Fund (EARDF)
supports rural development. In June a2023, the
ARMA had an open call for applications for support
for afforestation of agricultural land, creation of
mid-field shelterbelts, establishment of agro-
forestry systems and increasing the biodiversity of
private forests. Similar calls may be expected in
the future®4,

EU funding from the Just Transition Fund (JTF,
with over EUR 4 billion for Poland) has been

54 Timetable of calls for proposals, FENIKS

546 |t must be noted that there are no measures such as
planting trees in the Polish programmes. There may be trees
planting in various types of projects (e.g. green infrastructure
projects in urban areas, or nature protection measures)
however a project to be funded must have objective of climate
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allocated in six regions of Poland that are the most
affected by negative social and environmental
impacts of energy transition: $lgskie, dolnoslgskie,
wielkopolskie, lubelskie, tddzkie, and matopolskie.
This funding will support, among others,
environmental protection initiatives in the affected
regions. The distribution of this funding in each of
the regions mentioned above is guided with
dedicated regional plans for just transition. These
plans have been integrated with the regional
Programmes for Cohesion Policy in each of the
respective regions®49,

EU Funding sources
under direct
management

LY\
n@e
[~

The national contact point for the LIFE
programme is established in the National Fund for
Environmental Protection and Water Management
(NFEP&WM), which also provides co-financing for
projects accepted for co-financing from LIFE.
Several projects with support from LIFE have been
implemented in Poland, including ‘Conservation of
natural resources of Kampinos Forest — Natura
2000 site, through renaturisation of purchased
land’. Information about upcoming calls for
proposals and co-financing from the NFEP&WM)
can be found on the website of the Fund®,

Regarding Horizon Europe, the National Center
for Research and Development (Narodowe
Centrum Badan in Rozwoju, NCBR) is the National
Contact Point for Poland. Projects from this
funding instrument must have a strong innovation
component and therefore, not many projects will
be relevant for tree planting. Nevertheless, some
projects focusing on biodiversity-enhancing and
climate protection or adaptation measures may
include tree planting initiatives. The most relevant
calls for proposals will be organised within the
cluster 5, pillar 2:‘Climate, energy and mobility’.

adaptation (under SO 2.4) or biodiversity protection (under SO
2.7) and meet other relevant criteria of the programmes.

547 Government of the Republic of Poland: Strategic Plan for
RDP in Poland in the years 2023-2027.

548 ARMA, 2023

54 Ministry of Funds and Regional Policy, 2021

%0 NFEP&WM, LIFE programmes



https://www.gov.pl/web/wprpo2020/skrocona-wersja-planu-strategicznego-dla-wspolnej-polityki-rolnej-na-lata-2023-2027-skrocona-wersja-11
https://www.gov.pl/web/wprpo2020/skrocona-wersja-planu-strategicznego-dla-wspolnej-polityki-rolnej-na-lata-2023-2027-skrocona-wersja-11
https://www.gov.pl/web/arimr
https://www.gov.pl/web/fundusze-regiony/fundusz-sprawiedliwej-transformacji-do-ktorych-regionow-trafi-wsparcie
https://www.gov.pl/web/nfosigw/program-life
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The website of the National Contact Point for
Horizon Europe provides an opportunity to filter the
calls according to the pillar and cluster®5.

As of April 2023, Recovery and Resilience
Facility (RFF) funding was not awarded to Poland
due to problems with the fulfilment of conditions
related to the rule of law in Poland. Nevertheless,
the National Recovery Plan (Krajowy Plan
Odbudowy) was accepted by the European
Commission in June 2022, and as soon as the
financing is endorsed, Poland will be able to use
the funding. The Plan encompasses 48 reforms
and 54 investments, which will be supported by an
estimated EUR 23.9 billion in grants and EUR 11.5
billion in loans. Approximately 43 % of the
investments covered by the Plan will support green
transition>°2. Most of the investments in this area
are related to green energy and green transport.
Investments supporting green transformation of
urban areas (priority B3.4.1) lists among other
goals, increasing green areas in cities and
enhancing biodiversity through tree planting, and
supporting biodiversity by the promotion of planting
endemic species®. The Ministry of Funds and
Regional Policy acts as the managing authority of
the National Recovery Plan. Calls for proposals of
projects which could potentially receive funding
from the Plan are published on a dedicated
website554,

£y National funding
sources

National and regional funds for environmental
protection and water management constitute
another important source of funding for
biodiversity-related projects in Poland®%. The
funds redistribute income collected from
environmental compliance fees and fines and

%51 NCBR, Horyzont Europa

552 European Commission, Recovery and resilience plan for
Poland, 2023

%53 Government of Poland, About the National Recovery Plan,
2023

554 Government of Poland, National Recovery Plan, calls for
proposals

555 European Committee of the Regions, Financing biodiversity
action: opportunities and challenges for EU subnational
governments, European Union 2020.
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provide grants and loans to the selected
beneficiaries. The NFEP&WM is the largest Polish
financial institution supporting environment and
climate, and supports both large nation-wide
programmes and smaller projects implemented by
various stakeholders on a regional or local level.
Regional funds provide funding for projects located
within each of the sixteen voivodeships (regions)
of Poland. All the funds act as coordinating and
advisory bodies in the area of environmental
investment; some of them also play the role of
intermediary coordinating bodies in the
disbursement of Cohesion Policy funding.

For example, according to the information
available on the website of the regional fund for
environmental protection and water management
in Warsaw, in May 2023 the fund signed an
agreement with provincial authorities in Zyrardéow
to finance a programme supporting several
priorities, including nature protection, in this
province®6,

Furthermore, biodiversity and climate-related
initiatives are also financed from national, regional,
provincial and municipal budgets. Provincial and
municipal budgets receive annually a certain share
of the income collected from environmental
compliance fees — according to the Environmental
Protection Act, this income should be earmarked
for environmental investments including nature
protection. One of the categories of spending
envisaged in the Environmental Protection Act is
the setting up and maintenance of green areas
and parks, planting trees and shrubs®%7.

According to a report on green investments in
Poland, in the period 2014-2020, expenditures on
environment and climate-related goals from
regional budgets amounted to approximately EUR
330 million, from provincial budgets — EUR 4
billion, and from municipalities — EUR 7 billion5%8,
These expenditures encompass financing of

556 \Wojewddzki Fundusz Ochrony Srodowiska in Gospodarki
Wodnej w Warszawie, 2023

557 Article 400a, Environmental Protection Act, O.J. No. 62
2001, item 627, with amendments.

558 Kotecki, L. (UN Global Compact Network Poland), Green
Finance in Poland 2022. The values reported in euro in this
section have been converted from the Polish zloty using an
approximate exchange rate of 4.6 PLN/EUR.



https://www.kpk.gov.pl/konkursy-w-programie-horyzont-europa
https://commission.europa.eu/business-economy-euro/economic-recovery/recovery-and-resilience-facility/recovery-and-resilience-plan-poland_en
https://commission.europa.eu/business-economy-euro/economic-recovery/recovery-and-resilience-facility/recovery-and-resilience-plan-poland_en
https://www.gov.pl/web/planodbudowy/o-kpo
https://www.gov.pl/web/planodbudowy/nabory
https://www.gov.pl/web/planodbudowy/nabory
https://cor.europa.eu/en/engage/studies/Documents/Financing%20biodiversity%20action.pdf
https://cor.europa.eu/en/engage/studies/Documents/Financing%20biodiversity%20action.pdf
https://cor.europa.eu/en/engage/studies/Documents/Financing%20biodiversity%20action.pdf
https://wfosigw.pl/blisko-721-tys-zl-z-wfosigw-w-warszawie-trafi-do-samorzadow-z-powiatu-zyrardowskiego/
https://wfosigw.pl/blisko-721-tys-zl-z-wfosigw-w-warszawie-trafi-do-samorzadow-z-powiatu-zyrardowskiego/
https://isap.sejm.gov.pl/isap.nsf/download.xsp/WDU20010620627/U/D20010627Lj.pdf
https://iof.org.pl/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/Raport_Zielone_Finanse_2022.pdf
https://iof.org.pl/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/Raport_Zielone_Finanse_2022.pdf
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initiatives supporting and promoting biodiversity date, no such initiatives have been implemented in
and nature. practice.
Each municipality in Poland has a department Several foundations and non-governmental
related to environmental protection that organisations (NGOSs) are active in Poland in the
implements various activities, including field of nature protection and forestry. They
management of subsidies for the shaping and manage and implement projects which may
promotion of green areas within the municipality®°°. potentially be relevant for tree planting. For
example, WWF Poland, within its programme
L | ti f di ‘Rivers and Forests’, together with the Polish
-O- nnovative runding Anglers Association, implemented tree planting
—b sources activities on river banks®5¢4. Contact information for

a few other NGOs which regularly implement
activities promoting protection of forests and tree
The market for green equity in Poland is growing. planting is provided in the summary table.

In 2016 and 2017, the State Treasury and the

Ministry of Finance issued the first green equity in

the public sector. In the private sector, Santander

Bank Polska issued green obligations in 2017, with

a value of EUR 137 million®°, In 2021, the City of

L 6dz issued, in cooperation with two banks,

municipal bonds for about EUR 90 million with

over EUR 10 million of green bonds dedicated

specifically to the construction of retention

reservoirs and reconstruction of old railway areas.

In addition to public sector institutions issuing

green bonds, in 2021, ten corporate green bond

issuers were active on the Polish financial

market>61,

Crowdfunding gains popularity in Poland, with
several crowdfunding portals being available,
including Patronite. ‘Trees emergency’ is one of
the initiatives supported by donors using
Patronite®2, The main goal of this initiative is to
gather information about the illegal cutting of trees
and filing administrative lawsuits against
individuals and organisations which engage in
such activities.

A strong potential for introduction of Payment for
Ecosystem Services in private forests in Poland
was found in the context of the NEWFOREX

project supported from EU funding®%3. However to

559 See for example the scope of responsibilities of the 562 patronite, 2023

department for biodiversity of the city of Gdansk, Gdansk city 563 Bartczak, A., Metelska-Szaniawska, K, Should we pay, and
portal, 2023 to whom, for biodiversity enhancement in private forests? An
560 Eyropean Committee of the Regions, Financing biodiversity empirical study of attitudes towards payments for forest
action: opportunities and challenges for EU subnational ecosystem services in Poland.

governments, European Union 2020. 564 WWE, 2023

%61 KPMG, Perspectives of development of green bonds in
Poland, report for the Ministry of Finance, December 2021.
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https://www.gdansk.pl/urzad-miejski/referat-bioroznorodnosci,a,214647
https://www.gdansk.pl/urzad-miejski/referat-bioroznorodnosci,a,214647
https://cor.europa.eu/en/engage/studies/Documents/Financing%20biodiversity%20action.pdf
https://cor.europa.eu/en/engage/studies/Documents/Financing%20biodiversity%20action.pdf
https://cor.europa.eu/en/engage/studies/Documents/Financing%20biodiversity%20action.pdf
https://assets.kpmg.com/content/dam/kpmg/pl/pdf/2021/12/pl-Raport-KPMG-na-zlecenie-MF-Perspektywy-rozwoju-rynku-zielonych-obligacji-w-Polsce.pdf
https://assets.kpmg.com/content/dam/kpmg/pl/pdf/2021/12/pl-Raport-KPMG-na-zlecenie-MF-Perspektywy-rozwoju-rynku-zielonych-obligacji-w-Polsce.pdf
https://patronite.pl/dzikapolska.org
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0264837715001672
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0264837715001672
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0264837715001672
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0264837715001672
https://www.wwf.pl/lasy-i-rzeki-1-5
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relevant
projects
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ERDF and CF | Ministry of Ministry of Nature Mostly grants, | For the n/a
Funds and Funds and protection, other financial | financing
Regional Regional afforestation, instruments period 2021-
Policy; Policy, natural risk such as loans | 2027, 17
Ministry of Department prevention, or loan Programmes
Climate and for tourism, guarantees are relevant
Environment Infrastructural | education are also for biodiversity
Programmes, possible financing,
see website including one
nation-wide
programme
Ministry of FENIKS — see
Climate and contact
Environment, information
Department below
for EU Fu_nds, Advisory
see website services can
be found here
ERDF and Ministry of Website Nature Mostly grants, | Additional n/a
CF: FENIKS Funds and protection, other financial | information,
Regional afforestation, instruments including
Policy; natural risk such as loans | advisory
Ministry of prevention, or loan services and
Climate and tourism, guarantees timetable of
Environment education are also calls for
possible proposals,
available on
the
programme’s
website
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https://www.gov.pl/web/fundusze-regiony/departament-programow-infrastrukturalnych1
https://www.gov.pl/web/klimat/departament-funduszy-europejskich
https://www.funduszeeuropejskie.gov.pl/strony/o-funduszach/punkty/#/
https://www.feniks.gov.pl/strony/dowiedz-sie-wiecej-o-programie/program-feniks/
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Funding Managing Contact Scope of Financing Additional Examples of
instrument institution Information support vehicles information relevant
(website) (scale, time projects
horizon funded
advisory
services if
available)
ERDF and Office for the Website Nature Mostly grants, | Additional n/a
CF: Dolny Slgskie protection, other financial | information,
Slask Voivodeship in afforestation, instruments including
Wroctaw natural risk such as loans | advisory
prevention, or loan services and
tourism, guarantees timetable of
education are also calls for
possible proposals,
available on
the
programme’s
website
ERDF and Office for the Website Nature Mostly grants, | Additional n/a
CF: Kujawsko- protection, other financial | information,
Kujawsko- Pomorskie afforestation, instruments including
Pomorskie Voivodeship in natural risk such as loans | advisory
Torun prevention, or loan services and
tourism, guarantees timetable of
education are also calls for
possible proposals,
available on
the
programme’s
website
ERDF and Office for the Website Nature Mostly grants, | Additional n/a
CF: Lubelskie protection, other financial | information,
Lubelskie Voivodeship in afforestation, instruments including
Lublin natural risk such as loans | advisory
prevention, or loan services and
tourism, guarantees timetable of
education are also calls for
possible proposals,
available on
the
programme’s
website
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https://rpo.dolnyslask.pl/o-projekcie/feds-2021-2027/
https://mojregion.eu/rpo/
https://rpo.lubelskie.pl/
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(website) (scale, time projects
horizon funded
advisory
services if
available)
ERDF and Office for the Website Nature Mostly grants, | Additional n/a
CF: Lubuskie | Lubuskie protection, other financial | information,
Voivodeship in afforestation, instruments including
Zielona Géra natural risk such as loans | advisory
prevention, or loan services and
tourism, guarantees timetable of
education are also calls for
possible proposals,
available on
the
programme’s
website
ERDF and Office for the Website Nature Mostly grants, | Additional n/a
CF: Mazowieckie protection, other financial | information,
Mazowieckie | Voivodeship in afforestation, instruments including
Warsaw natural risk such as loans | advisory
prevention, or loan services and
tourism, guarantees timetable of
education are also calls for
possible proposals,
available on
the
programme’s
website
ERDF and Office for the Website Nature Mostly grants, | Additional n/a
CF: Opolskie | Opolskie protection, other financial | information,
Voivodeship in afforestation, instruments including
Opole natural risk such as loans | advisory
prevention, or loan services and
tourism, guarantees timetable of
education are also calls for
possible proposals,
available on
the
programme’s
website
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https://rpo.lubuskie.pl/
https://www.funduszedlamazowsza.eu/
https://rpo.opolskie.pl/
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(website) (scale, time projects
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advisory
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available)
ERDF and Office for the Website Nature Mostly grants, | Additional n/a
CF: Podkarpackie protection, other financial | information,
Podkarpackie | Voivodeship in afforestation, instruments including
Rzeszow natural risk such as loans | advisory
prevention, or loan services and
tourism, guarantees timetable of
education are also calls for
possible proposals,
available on
the
programme’s
website
ERDF and Office for the Website Nature Mostly grants, | Additional n/a
CF: Podkarpackie protection, other financial | information,
Podlaskie Voivodeship in afforestation, instruments including
Biatystok natural risk such as loans | advisory
prevention, or loan services and
tourism, guarantees timetable of
education are also calls for
possible proposals,
available on
the
programme’s
website
ERDF and Office for the Website Nature Mostly grants, | Additional n/a
CF: Pomorskie protection, other financial | information,
Pomorskie Voivodeship in afforestation, instruments including
Gdansk natural risk such as loans | advisory
prevention, or loan services and
tourism, guarantees timetable of
education are also calls for
possible proposals,
available on
the
programme’s
website
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https://rpo.podkarpackie.pl/
https://rpo.wrotapodlasia.pl/
https://www.rpo.pomorskie.eu/fundusze-europejskie-2021-2027
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(website) (scale, time projects
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ERDF and Office for the Website Nature Mostly grants, | Additional n/a
CF: Zachodnopom protection, other financial | information,
Zachodniopo | orskie afforestation, instruments including
morskie Voivodeship in natural risk such as loans | advisory
Szczecin prevention, or loan services and
tourism, guarantees timetable of
education are also calls for
possible proposals,
available on
the
programme’s
website
ERDF and Office for the Website Nature Mostly grants, | Additional n/a
CF: Slaskie Slgskie protection, other financial | information,
Voivodeship in afforestation, instruments including
Katowice natural risk such as loans | advisory
prevention, or loan services and
tourism, guarantees timetable of
education are also calls for
possible proposals,
available on
the
programme’s
website
ERDF and Office for the Website Nature Mostly grants, | Additional n/a
CF: Warminsko- protection, other financial | information,
Warminsko- mazurskie afforestation, instruments including
Mazurskie Voivodeship in natural risk such as loans | advisory
Olsztyn prevention, or loan services and
tourism, guarantees timetable of
education are also calls for
possible proposals,
available on
the
programme’s
website
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https://rpo.wzp.pl/
https://rpo.slaskie.pl/
https://rpo.warmia.mazury.pl/
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ERDF and Office for the Website Nature Mostly grants, | Additional n/a
CF: Wielkopolskie protection, other financial | information,
Wielkopolski | Voivodeship in afforestation, instruments including
e Poznan natural risk such as loans | advisory
prevention, or loan services and
tourism, guarantees timetable of
education are also calls for
possible proposals,
available on
the
programme’s
website
ERDF and Office for the Website Nature Mostly grants, | Additional n/a
CF: Lodzkie todzkie protection, other financial | information,
Voivodeship in afforestation, instruments including
Lédz natural risk such as loans | advisory
prevention, or loan services and
tourism, guarantees timetable of
education are also calls for
possible proposals,
available on
the
programme’s
website
ERDF and Office for the Website Nature Mostly grants, | Additional n/a
CF: Swietokrzyski protection, other financial | information,
Swietokrzysk | e Voivodeship afforestation, instruments including
ie in Kielce natural risk such as loans | advisory
prevention, or loan services and
tourism, guarantees timetable of
education are also calls for
possible proposals,
available on
the
programme’s
website
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https://wrpo.wielkopolskie.pl/
https://rpo.lodzkie.pl/program-na-lata-2021-2027
https://www.2014-2020.rpo-swietokrzyskie.pl/dowiedz-sie-wiecej-o-programie/poznaj-program-na-lata-2021-2027
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ERDF and Office for the Website Nature Mostly grants, | Additional n/a
CF: Matopolskie protection, other financial | information,
Matopolska Voivodeship in afforestation, instruments including
Krakéw natural risk such as loans | advisory
prevention, or loan services and
tourism, guarantees timetable of
education are also calls for
possible proposals,
available on
the
programme’s
website
ERDF and Office for the Website Nature Mostly grants, | Additional n/a
CF: Eastern Polska protection, other financial | information,
Poland Wschodnia, afforestation, instruments including
Ministry of natural risk such as loans | advisory
funds and prevention, or loan services and
Regional tourism, guarantees timetable of
Policy education are also calls for
possible proposals,
available on
the
programme’s
website
EAFRD Ministry of Ministry of Agro-forestry, | Rural Investment n/a
Agriculture Agriculture enhancing Development | and support
and Rural and Rural biodiversity in | Programme from RDP
Development Development, | forests owned | offering 2023-207 —
and Agency Department of | by farmers, support for how to acquire
for Common planting trees | farmers funding
Restructuring | Agricultural and shrubs
and Policy, see
Modernisation | website
of Agriculture
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https://www.rpo.malopolska.pl/
https://www.polskawschodnia.gov.pl/
https://www.gov.pl/web/rolnictwo/departament-wspolnej-polityki-rolnej3
https://www.wrp.pl/inwestycje-i-wsparcie-z-prow-2023-2027-jak-mozna-bedzie-pozyskac-fundusze-video/
https://www.wrp.pl/inwestycje-i-wsparcie-z-prow-2023-2027-jak-mozna-bedzie-pozyskac-fundusze-video/
https://www.wrp.pl/inwestycje-i-wsparcie-z-prow-2023-2027-jak-mozna-bedzie-pozyskac-fundusze-video/
https://www.wrp.pl/inwestycje-i-wsparcie-z-prow-2023-2027-jak-mozna-bedzie-pozyskac-fundusze-video/
https://www.wrp.pl/inwestycje-i-wsparcie-z-prow-2023-2027-jak-mozna-bedzie-pozyskac-fundusze-video/
https://www.wrp.pl/inwestycje-i-wsparcie-z-prow-2023-2027-jak-mozna-bedzie-pozyskac-fundusze-video/
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see website
LIFE National Fund | NFEPWM, Nature Grants NFEPWM n/a
for LIFE protection and provides a
Environmental | department, climate possibility to
Protection and | see website protection subscribe to a
Water mailing list
Management with selected
(NFEPWM) — categories,
national including
contact point news about
LIFE
programme
Horizon National National Innovative Grants Information n/a
Europe Centre for Centre for projects, about funding
Research and | Research and | including opportunities
Development | Development, | projects can be found
— national Department related to on the website
contact point for climate of the national
International protection and contact point
Cooperation, health
see website
National and regional funding
National NFEPWM, Biodiversity, Grants, Information
Fund for see website environmental | subsidised about current
Environment protection loans, other calls for
al Protection education and | financing proposal can
and Water promotion instruments be found on
Management are possible the dedicated
(NFOSiIGW) website
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https://www.gov.pl/web/arimr
https://www.gov.pl/web/nfosigw/kontakt2
https://www.gov.pl/web/nfosigw/newsletter
https://www.kpk.gov.pl/horyzont-europa
https://www.gov.pl/web/nfosigw/nabor-wnioskow10
https://www.gov.pl/web/nfosigw/informacja-o-naborach-wnioskow-w-roku--2021
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WFOSIGW in
Warsaw, see
website

Voivodeship
Funds for
Environment
al Protection
and Water
Management WFOSIGW in
Wroctaw, see
website

WFOSIGW in
Torun, see
website

WFOSIGW in
Lublin, see
website

WFOSIGW in
Zielona Gora,
see website

WFOSIGW in
t6dz, see
website

WFOSIGW in
Krakéw, see
website

WFOSIGW in
Opole, see
website

Scope of
support

Nature
protection,
maintenance
of parks and
green areas

Financing
vehicles

Grants,
subsidised
loans, other
financing
instruments
are possible

Additional
information
(scale, time

horizon
advisory
services if
available)

Information
about current
calls for
proposals for
all the regional
funds can be
found on the
websites
dedicated to
each regional
(voivodeship)
fund

WE GROW
TOGETHER

i

Examples of
relevant
projects
funded
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https://wfosigw.pl/
https://wfosigw.wroclaw.pl/
https://www.wfosigw.torun.pl/
https://www.wfos.lublin.pl/
http://www.wfosigw.zgora.pl/
https://www.wfosigw.lodz.pl/
https://www.wfos.krakow.pl/
https://www.wfosigw.opole.pl/
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(website) (scale, time projects
horizon funded

advisory
services if
available)

WFOSIGW in
Rzeszéw, see
website

WFOSIGW in
Biatystok, see
website

WFOSIGW in
Gdansk, see
website

WFOSIGW in
Katowice, see
website

WFOSIGW in
Kielce, see
website

WFOSIGW in
Poznan, see
website

WFOSIGW in
Olsztyn, see
website

WFOSIGW in
Szczecin, see
website
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https://www.bip.wfosigw.rzeszow.pl/
https://wfosigw.bialystok.pl/
https://wfos.gdansk.pl/
https://www.wfosigw.katowice.pl/
http://www.wfos.com.pl/
https://www.wfosgw.poznan.pl/
https://wfosigw.olsztyn.pl/
https://wfos.szczecin.pl/
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Funding Managing Contact Scope of Financing Additional Examples of
instrument institution Information support vehicles information relevant
(website) (scale, time projects
horizon funded
advisory
services if
available)
WWF Poland Website Biodiversity Project-based
and forests
protection
Foundation Website Biodiversity Project-based
Wild Poland and forests
(Dzika protection
Polska)
Greenpeace Website Biodiversity Project-based
Poland and forests
protection
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https://wwf.pl/
https://dzikapolska.org/en/
https://www.greenpeace.org/poland/
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Abbreviations used

CAP Common Agriculture Policy

EAFRD European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development

EMFAF European Maritime, Fisheries and Aquaculture Fund

ERDF European Regional Development Fund

ESF+ European Social Fund Plus

GPP Cabinet for Planning, Policies and General Administration (Gabinete de Planeamento,

Politicas e Administracao Geral)

JTF Just Transition Fund

NCP National Contact Point

PES Payment for ecosystem services
RRF Recovery and Resilience Facility

RRP Recovery and Resilience Plan
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Portugal has adopted a National Forestry
Accounting Plan 2021-2025 setting the need to
increase the rate of afforestation to 8,000 ha/year.

Portugal has a variety of funding sources that can
potentially be used for tree-planting projects,
including European Union (EU) funding from the
Cohesion Policy and the Common Agricultural
Policy (CAP), the LIFE and Horizon Europe
Programmes, and the Recovery and Resilience
Facility (RRF). The most prominent national
funding sources include the Portuguese National
Environmental Fund and municipal funding.

The following sections provide some brief
information on potential funding opportunities for
tree planting in Portugal. They are followed by a
summary table with practical links and contact
information.

EU Funding sources
under shared
management

-

Portugal and the European Commission have
signed a Partnership Agreement, granting EUR 23
billion to support economic, social and territorial
cohesion in Portugal in 2021-2027. The European
Regional Development Fund (ERDF) is
contributing EUR 11.5 billion, the European
Territorial Co-operation Fund EUR 137 million,
the European Social Fund Plus (ESF+) EUR 7.8
billion, the Cohesion Fund EUR 3.1 billion, the
Just Transition Fund (JTF) EUR 224 million, and
the European Maritime, Fisheries and
Aquaculture Fund (EMFAF) EUR 393 million.
The funding is used through 12 programmes - four
thematic programmes, seven regional
programmes, and the programme of technical
assistance, in addition to the programmes for
European Territorial Co-operation in which
Portugal participates®®®.

The Cohestion Policy objective ‘to promote

565 partnership Agreement to support economic, social and
territorial cohesion in Portugal in 2021-2027
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adaptation to climate change, disaster risk
prevention and resilience, taking into account
ecosystem-based approaches’ is mentioned in
several programmes. Under the Thematic
Programme for Climate Action and Sustainability
(in Portuguese, Sustentavel 2030), one of the
types of actions listed to achieve this objective is
reforestation and territorial planning measures in
the Autonomous Region of Madeira (especially in
areas surrounding bodies of water), which could
clearly be used for tree planting initiatives. The
managing authority is the Managing Authority for
the Climate Action Programme and Sustainability
(Autoridade de Gestao do Programa para a A¢éo
Climatica e Sustentabilidade)®®.

The ERDF objective ‘to strengthen the protection
and preservation of nature, biodiversity and green
infrastructure, including in urban areas, and reduce
all forms of pollution’ is mentioned in all regional
programmes. Several of the types of actions listed
to achieve this objective in the Norte Regional
Programme 2021-2027, the Centro Regional
Programme 2021-2027, the Alentejo Regional
Programme 2021-2027 could eventually be used
for tree-planting initiatives. These actions include:
recovery and protection of natural habitats and
endangered species in an unfavourable state of
conservation; recovery and protection of species
and habitats foreseen in action and conservation
plans, management plans of Special Areas of
Conservation (SACs) and Red Books; recovery of
degraded ecosystems or those subject to severe
impacts; reinforcement of the network of parks,
green infrastructures and landscape units, valuing
the diversity of spaces for reencountering nature
and opening up new habitats and ecological
niches; and creation and promotion of new spaces
for nature conservation (e.g. new formal spaces,
reinforcement of the European Rewilding
Network). Similar actions are included in the
Lisbon Regional Programme 2021-2027, the
Algarve Regional Programme 2021-2017, the
Azores Regional Programme 2021-2027, and the
Madeira Regional Programme 2021-2017. The
management authorities for the regional
programmes are the relevant Commissions for

566 See:
https://poseur.portugal2020.pt/pt/media/not% C3%ADcias/suste
nt%C3%Alvel-2030-1%C2%BAs-avisos/



https://portugal2030.pt/o-portugal-2030/o-que-e-o-portugal-2030/
https://portugal2030.pt/o-portugal-2030/o-que-e-o-portugal-2030/
https://poseur.portugal2020.pt/pt/media/not%C3%ADcias/sustent%C3%A1vel-2030-1%C2%BAs-avisos/
https://poseur.portugal2020.pt/pt/media/not%C3%ADcias/sustent%C3%A1vel-2030-1%C2%BAs-avisos/
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Coordination and Regional Development
(Comisséo de Coordenacédo e Desenvolvimento
Regional)®®’, in the Azores, the Regional
Directorate for Planning and Structural Funds
(Direcao Regional do Planeamento e Fundos
Estruturais)®®®, and in Madeira, the Institute of
Regional Development (Instituto de
Desenvolvimento Regional)®®°. Typically, the
websites of the management authorities include
practical information for applicants, including
contacts, types of actions funded, calendar for the
publication of calls, frequently asked questions,
etc. (see summary table).

The dedicated website ‘Portugal 2030’ compiles
information on all of the EU-funded programmes
and plans®’°. It has a specific section for
applicants — the Funds Desk (Balcdo dos Fundos)
— which allows registered users to access open
notices, submit applications, check their account
and the status of all operations, and access the
smart search engine and contextual help®’. An
app version of the website is available for
download, while the Funds Helpline (Linha dos
Fundos) provides all relevant information by
phone®’2,

Portugal’s Common Agriculture Policy (CAP)
Strategic Plan 2023-2027 targets the sustainable
development of farming, food security, forestry and
rural areas. It was approved by the European
Commission on 31 August 2022. Forestry is a
priority for Portugal and therefore, the Portuguese
plan foresees more than 20 interventions related to
forestry in Mainland, the Azores and Madeira
supported with more than EUR 300 million.
Concerning afforestation, agroforestry and
restoring the forestry potential following natural
disasters, including forest fires, the strategic plan
foresees EUR 118 million for all these planting
trees activities. Finally, it also foresees around
EUR 150 million for forest fire prevention. There
are four managing authorities for the CAP
Strategic Plan, the coordination is done by the

567 See: Norte Regional Programme 2021-2027, Centro
Regional Programme 2021-2027, Lisbon and Tejo Valey,
Alentejo Regional Programme and Algarve

568 Azores

569 Madeira

570 EU-funded programmes and plans in Portugal

571 Funds Desk (Balcdo dos Fundos)
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Cabinet for Planning, Policies and General
Administration (Gabinete de Planeamento,
Politicas e Administracéo Geral - GPP) as the
National Managing Authority, the Regional
Management Authority — Mainland (Autoridade de
Gestédo Regional — Continente), the Regional
Managingt Authorities for the Azores and Madeira
(Autoridades de Gestdo Regional for the Agores
and Madeira). The GPP website includes basic
information about the CAP Strategic Plan,
including priorities, intervention axis, and
governance model®”®. It also includes a separate
section on CAP in general, another on applications
and results, as well as a downloadable guide for
potential beneficiaries®. The CAP strategic plan
also supports several interventions related to
recovery and protection of natural habitats and
endangered species, Natura 2000 forest areas,
traditional landscapes and other forest-
environmental commitments.

EU Funding sources
under direct
management

LY\
‘@\.
"=

The LIFE Programme is another important source
of funding for financing biodiversity action, related
to tree planting. The Portuguese Environmental
Agency (Agéncia Portuguesa do Ambiente)®’® is
responsible for its implementation. A dedicated
website for LIFE funding contains general
information on the programme, a list of current
calls, a list of projects approved in the past,
frequently asked questions, suggestions for ideas
for calls, a database of possible partners, news
and events, and a specific section for
applicants®’®. In 2020, Portugal obtained funds for
three projects, all from the area ‘Nature and
Biodiversity’. The calls for 2023 projects are now

572 Funds Helpline (Linha dos Fundos)

573 GPP

574 Guide for potential beneficiaries

575 Portuguese Environmental Agency (Agéncia Portuguesa do
Ambiente)

578 | IFE Portugal



https://www.ccdr-n.pt/
https://www.ccdrc.pt/
https://www.ccdrc.pt/
https://www.ccdr-lvt.pt/
https://www.ccdr-a.gov.pt/
https://www.ccdr-alg.pt/site/
https://portal.azores.gov.pt/web/drpfe
https://www.idr.madeira.gov.pt/portal/Principal.aspx
https://portugal2030.pt/
https://balcaofundosue.pt/Home/
https://balcaofundosue.pt/LinhaDosFundos
https://www.gpp.pt/
https://www.gpp.pt/images/PEPAC/GuiasPEPAC/Guia_PEPAC_090922_Total_v12.pdf
https://apambiente.pt/
https://life.apambiente.pt/
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open and can be accessed online®’’.

Funding from Horizon Europe 2021-2027 may
also be used for tree planting. The National
Contact Point (NCP) for Horizon Europe is the
National Agency for Innovation (Agéncia Nacional
de Inovacéo)®’®. The Agency’s website has a
specific section on Horizon Europe, with basic
information, alerts, news and events.

Portugal’s Recovery and Resilience Plan (RRP)
consists of 83 investments and 32 reforms, which
will be supported by EUR 13.9 billion in grants and
EUR 2.7 billion in loans. One of the objectives of
the Plan could be relevant for tree-planting
initiatives — ‘to protect biodiversity and value the
natural capital of territories and the services
provided by ecosystems, supporting the
restoration, recovery and rehabilitation of
agricultural and forest ecosystems, in particular in
burnt areas and classified areas, and affirming and
valuing biodiversity as a territorial asset’. The
management authority is Recovery Portugal
(Recuperar Portugal)®’®, together with the Agency
for Development and Cohesion (Agéncia para o
Desenvolvimento e Coesd0)°®. A dedicated
website has detailed information for applicants,
frequently asked questions, calendar of calls,
news, and a section to submit applications online.
Some of the sections of the website are also
available in English®®L,

£ National funding
sources

The Portuguese Environmental Fund (Fundo
Ambiental) was created in 2017 by Decree-Law
42-A/2016 of 12 August. In 2021, the
Environmental Fund incorporated other funds,
such as the Permanent Forest Fund, the
Innovation Support Fund, the Energy Efficiency

577 Calls for 2023 projects

578 National Contact Point (NCP) for Horizon Europe

57 Portugal’'s Recovery and Resilience Plan (RRP)

580 Agency for Development and Cohesion (Agéncia para o
Desenvolvimento e Coesao)

%61 Aplicants information
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Fund, and the Fund for the Systemic Sustainability
of the Energy Sector. The purpose of the
Environmental Fund is to support environmental
policies and climate action for the pursuit of
sustainable development of Portugal, contributing
to the fulfilment of national and international goals
and commitments, including those related to
biodiversity, nature conservation and forestry. The
Environmental Fund serves to finance
organisations, activities or projects related to
sustainable forest management (among other
things). The management authority is the
Secretariat-General of Environment (Secretaria-
Geral do Ambiente)®®2. The annual plan, defined
by order of the government member responsible
for environment and climate action, includes a
programme of notices for submitting applications
for some or all types of support. The
Environmental Fund's budget for 2023 is EUR 1.2
billion®3, In January 2023, it was announced that
the Environmental Fund would pay up to EUR 160
per acre to plant slow-growing trees in areas more
vulnerable to forest fires®®*. A dedicated website
has basic information, news and events, open calls
and past projects®®.

Some Portuguese cities implement their own
policies and programmes focusing on biodiversity
protection and tree planting. For example, the city
of Cascais runs the Oxigenio programme for the
promotion and defence of nature and biodiversity,
carried out through voluntary actions. Between
2008 and 2018, more than 500 actions were
organised, resulting in a total of around 49,000
plants planted and interventions in over 15
hectares. The programme is organised around
three forms of participation: ‘Give’, which allows
participants to sponsor the planting of one (EUR
8), five (EUR 30) or 10 trees (EUR 50), for which
they are awarded a certificate, ‘Get involved’,
which allows participants to contribute to the
recovery of forests (among other actions), and
‘Commit’, which allows companies to become
responsible for the maintenance of a certain area
of a natural space for a period of five years (more

582 Secretariat-General of Environment (Secretaria-Geral do
Ambiente)

583 Environmental Fund's budget

584 Slow-growing trees in areas more vulnerable to forest fires
585 Fundo Ambiental



https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/programmes/life2027
https://www.ani.pt/pt/
https://recuperarportugal.gov.pt/#conteudo
https://www.adcoesao.pt/
https://recuperarportugal.gov.pt/#conteudo
https://workflow.sgambiente.gov.pt/
https://www.fundoambiental.pt/quem-somos/o-que-fazemos/apoios-2022.aspx
https://www.publico.pt/2023/01/15/azul/noticia/estado-vai-pagar-ate-160-euros-hectare-plantar-arvores-2034927
https://www.fundoambiental.pt/home.aspx
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than 50 companies are now involved). All of the
information is available at the programme
website 8,

_‘O’_ Innovative funding
= sources

Green bonds remain exclusively for private
companies. Some of the largest Portuguese
companies, such as EDP (energy production),
Greenvolt (renewable energy), Grupo Pestana
(hotels) and Caixa Geral de Depositos (banking
sector), have issued green bonds in the recent
years, but these target specific investments not
directly related to tree planting®®’. In January 2023,
the government announced that it is preparing the
first emission of State green bonds. The
Secretary of State for Finance stated that the
‘emission must correspond in substance to green
projects’ but no further details were provided®®.

Crowdfunding is often used for environment-
related projects. The most popular Portuguese
crowdfunding platform (ppl.pt) has a long list of
successfully funded past projects, including some
directly related to tree-planting activities (e.g. a
project to plant and preserve large trees in
Lousada®®, another for the construction of a dome
in Arrabida to serve as a nursery for tree species
native to the region®). At present, no projects are
being funded.

Payment for ecosystem services (PES) is
foreseen in the National Strategy for the
Conservation of Nature and Biodiversity 2030
(Estratégia Nacional de Conservacédo da Natureza
e Biodiversidade 2030), approved by Council of
Ministers Resolution No. 55/2018 of 7 May®%. The
first phase of the remuneration programme for
ecosystem services in rural areas was launched by
Council of Ministers Resolution No. 121/2019 of 30
July®%2. Its objective is to remunerate owners for

586 Ambiente Cascais

%67 Green bonds in Portugal

588 State green bonds

589 Crowdfunding platform - Lousada project
590 Crowdfunding platform - Arrabida project
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services provided by ecosystems, through the
adoption of measures that allow restoration,
valuation and protection of biodiversity in defined
areas. The programme is to be implemented from
2019 to 2038 in two protected areas — the Tejo
Internacional Natural Park and the Serra do Acor
Protected Landscape — and is funded by the
Environmental Fund up to a maximum of EUR
3,737,705.

Other funding sources

Launched in 2021, the project ‘Alem Risco’ is
primarily sponsored by the Iceland, Liechtenstein
and Norway Grants, the Foundation Calouste
Gulbenkian and the Comunidade
Intermunicipal do Alentejo Central and aims to
develop new concepts for the planning and
management of green spaces®®. This project
foresees the planting of more than 50,000 trees in
the city of Evora and its surroundings, as a way to
combat the effects of climate change by providing
‘islands of shade’. Some 20,000 trees will be
distributed for free to citizens who want to plant
them. The project was set to run for a period of two
years, and by April 2023, the objective of planting
more than 50,000 trees had been surpassed.

591 payment for ecosystem services (PES)

592 First phase of the remuneration programme for ecosystem
services in rural areas

593 ‘Alem Risco’ project



https://ambiente.cascais.pt/pt/projetos/oxigenio
https://eco.sapo.pt/2022/10/06/edp-e-responsavel-por-91-das-emissoes-de-obrigacoes-verdes-em-portugal/
https://www.jornaldenegocios.pt/sustentabilidade/governacao/detalhe/20230126-1121-pais-prepara-ha-algum-tempo-emissao-de-obrigacoes-verdes
https://ppl.pt/causas/verde
https://ppl.pt/prj/biovilla
https://dre.pt/dre/detalhe/resolucao-conselho-ministros/55-2018-115226936
https://dre.pt/dre/detalhe/resolucao-conselho-ministros/121-2019-123578709
https://dre.pt/dre/detalhe/resolucao-conselho-ministros/121-2019-123578709
https://alemrisco.org/
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Summary of funding sources
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Examples of
relevant
projects
funded
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Additional
information
(scale, time
horizon
advisory
services if
available)

Contact
Information
(website)

Funding
instrument

Managing
institution

Scope of
support

Financing
vehicles

EU funding under shared management

ERDF - Managing Website Climate action | Grants, 2021-2027 Reforestation
Thematic Authority for and financial and territorial
Programme the Climate sustainability instruments planning
for Climate Action measures
Action and Programme
Sustainability | and
Sustainability
ERDF - Norte | Commission Website Regional Grants, 2021-2027 Recovery and
Regional for development, | financial protection of
Programme Coordination and including instruments natural
2021-2027 and Regional website environmental habitats,
Development issues creation and
North promotion of
new spaces
for nature
conservation
ERDF - Commission Website Regional Grants, 2021-2027 Recovery and
Centre for development, | financial protection of
Regional Coordination and including instruments natural
Programme and Regional website environmental habitats,
2021-2027 Development issues creation and
Centre promotion of
new spaces
for nature
conservation
ERDF - Commission Website Regional Grants, 2021-2027 Actions for
Lisbon for development, | financial planning and
Regional Coordination and including instruments valuing the
Programme and Regional environmental metropolitan
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https://portugal2030.pt/
https://www.ccdr-n.pt/
https://portugal2030.pt/
https://www.ccdrc.pt/
https://portugal2030.pt/
https://www.ccdr-lvt.pt/
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Funding
instrument

T iy

i

Examples of
relevant
projects
funded

Additional
information
(scale, time

Contact
Information
(website)

Managing
institution

Scope of
support

Financing
vehicles

horizon
advisory
services if
available)

2021-2027 Development | website issues green
Lisbon and infrastructure,
Tagus Valley creation of
urban gardens
or vertical
gardens
ERDF - Commission Website Regional Grants, 2021-2027 Recovery and
Alentejo for development, | financial protection of
Regional Coordination and including instruments natural
Programme and Regional website environmental habitats,
2021-2027 Development issues creation and
Alentejo promotion of
new spaces
for nature
conservation
ERDF - Commission Website Regional Grants, 2021-2027 Recovery of
Algarve for development, | financial degraded
Regional Coordination and including instruments ecosystems
Programme and Rlegional website environmental
2021-2027 Development issues
Algarve
ERDF - Regional Website Regional Grants, 2021-2027 Conservation
Azores Directorate for development, | financial of nature,
Regional Planning and and including instruments biodiversity
Programme Structural website environmental and natural
2021-2027 Funds issues heritage,
namely green
infrastructures
ERDF - Institute of Website Regional Grants, 2021-2027 Conservation
Maderira Regional development, | financial of forest
Regional Development and including instruments spaces,
Programme website environmental including
2021-2027 issues landscape
recovery
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https://portugal2030.pt/
https://www.ccdr-a.gov.pt/
https://portugal2030.pt/
https://www.ccdr-alg.pt/site/
https://portugal2030.pt/
https://portal.azores.gov.pt/web/drpfe
https://portugal2030.pt/
https://www.idr.madeira.gov.pt/portal/Principal.aspx
https://portugal2030.pt/
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i

Funding Managing Contact Scope of Financing Additional Examples of
instrument institution Information support vehicles information relevant
(website) (scale, time projects
horizon funded
advisory
services if
available)
CAP Cabinet for Website Support for Grants, 2023-2027 Restoring
Strategic Planning, agriculture, financial forestry
Plan of Policies and including instruments potential
Portugal for General forestry following
2023-2027 Administration natural
disasters,
including
forest fires
EU funding sources under direct management
LIFE Portuguese Website Biodiversity, Grants and 2021-2027 -
Environmental nature, financial
Agency climate instruments
Horizon National Website Food, Grants 2021-2027 -
Europe Agency for bioeconomy,
Innovation natural
resources,
agriculture
and
environment
RRF Recovery Website Resilience, Grants, 2020-2026 Restoration,
Portugal climate financial recovery and
transition instruments rehabilitation
of agricultural
and forest
ecosystems,
in particular in
burnt areas
and classified
areas
National funding
Portuguese Secretariat- Website Environmental | Grants, Annual basis Sustainable
Environment | General of issues financial forest
and management,
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https://www.gpp.pt/
https://apambiente.pt/
https://www.ani.pt/pt/
https://recuperarportugal.gov.pt/#conteudo
https://workflow.sgambiente.gov.pt/
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i

Examples of
relevant
projects
funded

al Fund Environment website instruments planting slow-
growing trees
in areas
vulnerable to
forest fires
Oxigenio City of Website Promotion and | n/a Undetermined | Tree planting,
Cascais defence of maintenance
nature and of green
biodiversity spaces
Other sources of funding
Alem risco Alem risco Website Planning and n/a 2021-2023 Tree planting,
management maintenance
of green of green
spaces spaces
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https://www.fundoambiental.pt/home.aspx
https://ambiente.cascais.pt/pt/projetos/oxigenio
https://alemrisco.org/

FINANCING SOURCES IN ROMANIA



Abbreviations used

AM PDD Managing Authority for the Sustainable Development Programme
APIA Agricultural Payments and Intervention Agency

BCR Commercial Bank of Romania

CAP Common Agricultural Policy

CF Cohesion Fund

EAGF European Agricultural Guarantee Fund

EAFRD European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development

ERDFESF+JTF European Regional Development FundEuropean Social Fund PlusJust Transition Fund

MCID Ministry of Research, Innovation and Digitalisation
NCP National Contact Points

NRRP National Resilience and Recovery Plan

PES Payment of ecosystem services

PNS National Strategic Plan

RDA Regional Developing Agency

PODD Sustainable Development Programme

POIM Large Infrastructure Programme

POR Regional Programme

RRF Recovery and Resilience Facility

UEFISCDI Executive Unit for Financing Higher Education, Research, Development and Innovation
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Romania's forests cover is of 27% of its territory,
which is included in the National Forestry fund to
which the forestry regime applies. In 2022, the
government approved the National Strateqy for
Forests and is working towards the reform of the
country’s Forestry Code.

At national level, the Environment Fund is the main
source of support for the implementation of
environmental protection projects and
programmes. Biodiversity and tree-planting
initiatives can also be financed from the local
public administrations’ budget.

In Romania, projects concerning biodiversity,
climate and nature protection are mainly funded
from EU funding sources under shared
management, namely the European Regional
Development Fund (ERDF), the European
Agricultural Guarantee Fund (EAGF), the
European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development
(EAFRD), and the ‘Next Generation EU’ funding
via the National Resilience and Recovery Plan
(NRRP). Synergies between the funding sources
are envisaged, with the Ministry of Investment and
European Projects monitoring the implementation
of the NRRP as well as the relevant programmes
funded from the ERDF. This functional
arrangement aims to avoid situations of
overlapping or duplication of funding, and to
facilitate coordination with the Ministry of
Agriculture and Rural Development in charge of
implementing the National Strategic Plan under the
2023-2027 Common Agricultural Policy (CAP),
funded by the EAFG and the EAFRD5%%. In
addition, a limited number of projects are funded
from EU funding sources under direct
management, such as the LIFE and Horizon
Europe programmes. Innovative funding sources
are not widespread in Romania. The financing
system through green bonds or payments for
ecosystem services is not well developed.

594 National Strategic Plan CAP 2023-2027, p. 269-270

5% Sustainable Development Programme (Programul
Operational Dezvoltare Durabild, PODD); Transport
Programme (Programul Operational Transport, POT); Smart
Growth, Digitisation and Financial Instruments Programme
(Programul Operational Crestere Inteligenta, Digitalizare si
Instrumente Financiare, POCIDIF); Education and Employment
Programme (Programul Operational Educatie si Ocupare,
POEO); Just Transition Programme (Programul Operational
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More information about the specific categories of
funding instruments and some relevant examples
can be found in the sections below. These
sections are followed by a summary table, which
includes practical links and contact information
allowing the potential beneficiaries to identify
suitable financing sources for their tree planting
initiatives.

EU Funding sources
under shared
management

N

In the period 2021-2027, the Cohesion Policy is
implemented in Romania through nine
Programmes, financed by the ERDF, the Cohesion
Fund (CF), the European Social Fund Plus
(ESF+), and the Just Transition Fund (JTF)5%,.
However, out of these, mainly the Sustainable
Development Programme (Programul Operational
Dezvoltare Durabila, PODD) and the Regional
Programmes (Programele Operationale Regionale,
POR) include specific objectives on biodiversity
and nature protection. They are financed from the
ERDF.

One of the priorities under the Sustainable
Development Programme®% is environmental
protection through biodiversity conservation and it
aims to finance the conservation of biodiversity in
Natura 2000 areas and degraded ecosystems®%7. It
is the continuation of a similar priority under the
Large Infrastructure Programme 2014-2020
(Programul Operational Infrastructura Mare,
POIM). The Managing Authority of the POIM 2014-
2020 will act as the Managing Authority for the
Sustainable Development Programme (AM PDD),
organised within the Ministry of Investments and
European Projects. Examples from the previous
funding period include projects implemented by the
Babes-Bolyai University in partnership with the

Tranzitie Justa, POTJ); Health Programme (Program
Operational Sanétate, POS); Regional Programmes
(Programele Operationale Regionale, POR); and Technical
Assistance Programme (Programul Operational Asistenta
Tehnica, POAT).

5% As approved by the European Commission

597 Ministry of Investments and European Projects (MIEP), The

Cohesion Palicy, p.38



http://www.strategieforestiera.ro/
http://www.strategieforestiera.ro/
https://www.madr.ro/docs/dezvoltare-rurala/2022/Plan-National-Strategic-PAC-2023-2027_v1.2.pdf
https://mfe.gov.ro/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/ccd9ae994ca747e93c52ec9c97fc4c39.pdf
https://mfe.gov.ro/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/28fa6c703f079040aa8f2889aedb8228.pdf
https://mfe.gov.ro/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/28fa6c703f079040aa8f2889aedb8228.pdf
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National Agency for Protected Natural Areas, on
the development of management plans for certain
Natura 2000 sites and protected natural areas,
which allow for the conservation of biodiversity for
as long as possible, and the restoration of
degraded ecosystems (afforestation, ecological
corridors, etc.)>9%.

As part of the Sustainable Development
Programme, the Regional Programmes are
implemented at eight regional levels (North-East,
South-East, South-Muntenia, Bucharest-lifov,
Centre, South-West Oltenia, West and North-
West) and are managed by development
agencies. These programmes will finance, among
others, the regeneration of degraded urban
spaces, including actions promoting green
infrastructure in urban areas and modernisation
and expansion of other urban spaces®® (e.g.
parks, urban forests, urban gardens), but also
planting of tree and shrub alignments along road
infrastructures®®0,

Though not as a direct priority, the Transport
Programme also envisages investments to be
accompanied by nature and biodiversity protection
measures (green infrastructure) directly linked to
road and rail transport infrastructure®?. The
Ministry of Transport and Infrastructure, through
the Directorate-General for European Transport
Programmes, will be in charge of this programme.

Under the above programmes, calls for funding will
be launched starting from 2023 on the websites of
the relevant management authorities and
development agencies. In addition, the
Development Consulting Group DCG (Grupul de
Consultanté pentru Dezvoltare DCG) runs a
project with the website www.fonduri-
structurale.ro, where interested parties can search
for active European funding opportunities, filtering
the selection based on the type of organisation
(e.g., NGOs, local or central public authorities,
companies, universities, etc.), area of financing
(e.g., environment), and sub-area (e.g., protection
and conservation of biodiversity and restoration of
degraded ecosystems)®92, Funding guides are also

5% See for instance POIM 124453 and POIM 119707

59 Ministry of Investments and European Projects (MIEP), The
Cohesion Policy, p.38

600 See for instance the Centre Regional Programme

801 Transport Programme 2021-2027 — as pproved
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published here.

The 2023-2027 Common Agricultural Policy
(CAP) is implemented in Romania through a
National Strategic Plan (Plan National Strategic,
PNS)%%3, Among others, the PNS supports active
farmers, including those from small farms
(traditional households), who voluntarily undertake
agricultural practices that are beneficial to the
environment, fulfilling general mandatory
requirements and specific conditions. This latter is
at the choice of the farmers, and includes the
commitment of planting two trees/hal/year. Direct
compensatory payments are made at the
application of farmers, and the scheme is applied
per hectares of land on which agricultural activity is
carried out. This eco-scheme is funded by the
European Agricultural Guarantee Fund (EAGF).

In addition, investments are funded from the
European Agricultural Fund for Rural
Development (EAFRD) supporting rural
development. This includes non-productive
investments made by farmers (legal person),
aiming for the creation of natural protective
curtains for crops, in order to protect them against
climatic factors and to increase biodiversity.
Furthermore, financial support continues to be
provided to beneficiaries who have made
commitments for afforestation (maintenance and
care of wooded areas) under the previous
financing programmes (National Plans for Rural
Development 2014 - 2020 and 2007 — 2013).
Periodic calls for applications and selection of
applicants have been made by the Agricultural
Payments and Intervention Agency (APIA) which
operates under the Ministry of Agriculture and
Rural Development (this latter also has in its
structure the Managing Authority in charge of
implementation of the CAP National Strategic
Plan). Examples of projects financed under the
previous measure, supporting investments for the
development of afforested areas and improvement
of forest viability, are published on the APIA’s
website®04,

502 See https://www.fonduri-structurale.ro/ghid-finantare.
803 National Strategic Plan CAP 2023-2027, as approved
604 See Masuri delegate din PNDR (2014 — 2020).
Projects selected under a 2021 call see this website.



http://www.fonduri-structurale.ro/
http://www.fonduri-structurale.ro/
https://fondurieuropene.centre.ubbcluj.ro/poim-124453-managementul-conservativ-si-durabil-al-biodiversitatii-siturilor-rosci0314-lozna-rospa014-cursul-mijlociu-al-somesului-si-rosci0435-somesul-intre-rona-si-ticau-si-ariilor-protejate-care/
https://fondurieuropene.centre.ubbcluj.ro/poim-119707-elaborarea-planurilor-de-management-ale-siturilor-natura-2000-rosci0028-cheile-cernei-rosci0054-dealul-cetatii-deva-rosci0136-padurea-bejan-si-rosci0254-tufurile-calcaroase-din-valea-b/
https://mfe.gov.ro/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/28fa6c703f079040aa8f2889aedb8228.pdf
https://mfe.gov.ro/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/28fa6c703f079040aa8f2889aedb8228.pdf
https://mfe.gov.ro/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/a40d962af9799ccca2e8289f5f9b0294.pdf
https://mfe.gov.ro/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/5a5473623a985f032438b450a36c0395.pdf
https://www.fonduri-structurale.ro/ghid-finantare
https://www.madr.ro/docs/dezvoltare-rurala/2022/Plan-National-Strategic-PAC-2023-2027_v1.2.pdf
https://apia.org.ro/directia-masuri-de-sprijin-i-iasc/masuri-delegate-din-pndr/
https://apia.org.ro/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/Raport-de-selectie-final-sesiunea-6_2021.pdf
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EU Funding sources
under direct
management
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The national contact point for LIFE programme in
Romania is the Directorate for Accessing External
Funds within the Ministry of Environment, Water
and Forests. A relevant project funded from LIFE
in Romania is LIFE CARPATHIA — Creation of a
Wilderness Reserve in the Southern Carpathian
Mountains, LIFE18 NAT/RO/001082. This includes
activities on restoration of natural forests, spruce
monocultures and degraded land®%,

For the Horizon Europe programme, the Ministry
of Research, Innovation and Digitalisation (MCID)
coordinates a team of National Contact Points
(NCP), covering different areas of the Horizon
Europe Framework Programme, including ‘Food,
Bioeconomy, Natural Resources, Agriculture and
Environment’®%, The NCP for this area is the
Executive Unit for Financing Higher Education,
Research, Development and Innovation
(UEFISCDI), which participates, for instance, in the
Biodiversa+ project, bringing together 75 research
and funding programmes and environmental policy
actors from 37 European countries. Under this
project, calls for proposals have been launched,
for instance for transnational research on
"Supporting biodiversity and ecosystem protection
on land and at sea". In 2021, two proposals were
funded in Romania within this call5%7.

Regarding the funding available from the Recovery
and Resilience Facility (RRF), the National
Recovery and Resilience Plan (NRRP) provides
a generous allocation for tree planting®°. The
NRRP foresees a national campaign for
afforestation and reforestation of a total of 56 700
ha of new areas, and the creation of a total of 3
150 000 m? of new urban forest areas®®. The
financing programme will be available until 2026

605 | IFE CARPATHIA — Creation of a Wilderness Reserve in the
Southern Carpathian Mountains

606 See list on the website of the Ministry of Research,
Innovation and Digitalisation, as well as on the website of the
European Commission.

807 UEFISCDI

608 National Strategic Plan CAP 2023-2027
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through a state aid scheme, providing support to
public and private owners of land suitable for
afforestation (e.g., degraded land, agricultural
land, etc.)®19, This aid scheme is supporting by an
other aid scheme, for set-up, developing and
modernizing tree nurseries

-8 National funding
sources

The first national funding programme was
implemented by Law no. 18/1991, when it was the
Amelioration Fund was created, and then split
into sub-funds including Forestry Amelioration
Fund with the aim to finance afforestation on
degraded lands. This funding form has a specific
destination, firstly established by Ministerial Order
no. 499/2003 modified by Orders 2353/2012 and
1337/2022. It is managed by the Ministry of
Environment, Waters and Forests and until the end
of 2023, through this funding source more than
46,000 ha new forests were created.

Another national funding source was set-up by the
Law no. 46/2008 (Forestry Code) which
implemented the ,Conservation and
Regeneration Fund”, appliable only for the
forests, in order to assure the reforestation of the
forest lands. This fund is established at the level of
each forest owner and is managed by the forest
administration structures.

The Environment Fund Administration is the
main institution providing financial support from the
Environment Fund for the implementation of
environmental protection projects and
programmes, set up according to the European
principles of "polluter pays" and "producer
responsibility"61. The Environment Fund is made
from a series of taxes and contributions that
obliged entities must pay, either for not fulfilling
certain environmental obligation, or for assuming
the “polluter pays” principle. In the period 2010-

809 Romania's National Recovery and Resilience Plan approved
by the EU Council (28 October 2021), Part Il. Component 2 -
Forests and biodiversity protection

510 For call for projects, funding guides and list of selected
projects see the website of Ministry of Environment, Water and
Forests

611 Environment Fund Administration



https://www.carpathia.org/life-carpathia-en/activities/
https://www.old.research.gov.ro/ro/articol/5351/programe-europene-re-eaua-punctelor-na-ionale-de-contact-din-romania-pentru-programul-cadru-orizont-europa
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/support/ncp;sortQuery=country;countryGroups=MS;countries=20000994;functions=All%20Functions,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10,11,12,13,14,15,16,17,18,19
https://uefiscdi.gov.ro/
https://www.madr.ro/docs/dezvoltare-rurala/2022/Plan-National-Strategic-PAC-2023-2027_v1.2.pdf
https://mfe.gov.ro/pnrr/
https://pnrr.mmap.ro/paduri-si-protectia-biodiversitatii/
https://www.afm.ro/index.php

#3BillionTrees

THREE
BILLIONg

ADDITIONALS

TREESE

2017, the Environment Fund Administration used
to run a National Afforestation Programme,
available for local and regional authorities;
however, this programme is no longer available.
Among the current programmes, only an
environmental education and public awareness
raising programme provides funding for projects
involving young people and addressing
environmental issues, such as the protection of
biodiversity and of natural areas, illegal logging of
forests, etc.

Furthermore, biodiversity and tree-planting
initiatives can also be financed from local public
budgets. For instance, the Oradea City Hall set up
a programme for planting 500 trees of native
species in the city®2,

Moreover, several NGOs run tree-planting
campaigns and reforestation actions, with the
participation of volunteers, and financial support of
corporations and private donors®13. In Romania, in
addition to private donations/sponsoring,
companies can redirect 20 % of their corporate
income tax to NGOs, while individuals can do the
same with 3.5 % of their income tax. As part of
their corporate social responsibility strategies,
companies can also directly support afforestation
actions84.

LY 4
IO\

In Romania, financing through green bonds has
so far only been a pioneering act by a few
companies, such as Impact Developer&Contractor,

Innovative funding
sources

612 See project information on the Oradea City Hall website

613 See for instance the campaign ‘We Plant Good Deeds in
Romania’ (Plantam Fapte Bune in Romania) run by EcoAssist
Association; campaign ‘Adopt-a-Tree’ (Adopta un copac!) by
Viitor Plus Association; different initiatives run by the
MaiMultVerde Association, Children's Forest Association or the
Association Act for Tomorrow.

614 See for example the afforestation initiative ‘Romania plants
for tomorrow’ (Romania planteaza pentru maine) of the energy
company OMV Petrom, implemented in collaboration with
NGOs (Act for Tomorrow, Mai Mult Verde, Plantam fapte bune
in Romania, Padurea Copiilor, Viitor Plus and Asociatia Parcul
Natural Vacaresti).

615 See for example Raiffeisen Bank, What you need to know
about green bonds (Ce trebuie sa stim despre obligatiunile
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Raiffeisen Bank and BCR (Commercial Bank of
Romania). However, no projects targeting
biodiversity protection or planting of
trees/afforestation financed by such sources have
been identified through desk research. Existing
initiatives mainly aim to finance renewable energy
projects, ‘green buildings’, ecological transport and
agriculture, pollution prevention, circular economy,
etc.515,

Payments for ecosystem services (PES) made
by direct or indirect beneficiaries of the forest
ecosystem services are transferred to the Forestry
Land Improvement Fund®6. The Ministry of the
Environment and Forests prepares and approves
the list of investment objectives financed from this
Fund. The design and execution of works for
implementing the investment objectives are carried
out in accordance with the public procurement
regulations. Works of improvement and
enhancement by afforestation of degraded lands
are carried out by legal persons certified by the
Ministry of Environment and Forests®'’. However,
concerns were raised regarding the ecosystem
services evaluation and the legal framework for the
approval of a long-term system of payments®18.

Crowdfunding initiatives for tree
planting/afforestation also exist in Romania, for
instance through the Galantom.ro online platform.
Money is raised through e.g., sports events,
personal challenges, birthdays or other special
events in order to support social projects/initiatives
of NGOs®19,

verzi); Paginadesustenablitate.ro, Romania's National Day.
Green bonds worth over 1.2 billion lei sold by Romanian
companies on the BVB in 2022 (Ziua Nationald a Romaniei.
Obligatiuni verzi de peste 1,2 miliarde de lei, vandute de
companii roméanesti pe BVB in 2022), 30 November 2022.

616 Article 11, litter ) of the 2008 Forestry Code.

517 Methodological norm regarding the establishment and use of
the Forestry Land Improvement Fund from 14.06.2012, integral
part of Order no. 2353/2012 of the Ministry of Environment and
Forests.

518 Dragoi M., Cirnu M., Payments for ecosystem services: legal
framework and classical evaluation methods, with an
application to forests, Bucovina Forestiera 16(1): 95-106, 2016.
519 See more at https://galantom.ro/.



https://activ.oradea.ro/proiecte/detaliu-proiect/id/371/page/1
https://www.plantamfaptebune.ro/
https://adoptauncopac.ro/
https://maimultverde.ro/ce-facem/
https://padureacopiilor.ro/
https://actfortomorrow.ro/
https://www.omvpetrom.com/ro/news/omv-petrom-a-plantat-doua-milioane-de-puieti-in-cadrul-campaniei-romania-planteaza-pentru-maine
https://bank.raiffeisen.ro/ro/sustenabilitate/panouri-fotovoltaice/despre-energia-verde/ce-trebuie-sa-stim-despre-obligatiunile-verzi.html
https://bank.raiffeisen.ro/ro/sustenabilitate/panouri-fotovoltaice/despre-energia-verde/ce-trebuie-sa-stim-despre-obligatiunile-verzi.html
https://paginadesustenabilitate.ro/obligatiuni-verzi-de-peste-12-miliarde-de-lei-vandute-de-companii-romanesti-pe-bvb-in-2022/
https://paginadesustenabilitate.ro/obligatiuni-verzi-de-peste-12-miliarde-de-lei-vandute-de-companii-romanesti-pe-bvb-in-2022/
https://paginadesustenabilitate.ro/obligatiuni-verzi-de-peste-12-miliarde-de-lei-vandute-de-companii-romanesti-pe-bvb-in-2022/
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Funding Managing Contact Scope of Financing Additional Examples of
instrument institution Information support vehicles information relevant
(website) (scale, time projects
horizon funded
advisory
services if
available)
EU funding
ERDF The Managing | Website Environmental | grants 2021-2027 Projects
Authority of protection implemented
the Large- and by the Babes-
Scale website throqgh . Bolyai
Infrastructure ] biodiversity University in
Programme E-mail: conservation partnership
2014-2020 secretariat.dg with the
(POIM) will act | Rim@mfe.gov. National
as the o Agency for
Manag.ing adrnordest@a Protected
@]uthonty for drnordest.ro Natural Areas
e
Sustainable adrse@adrse.
Development | ro
Programme )
within the -
Ministry of contact@adrbi
Investments .ro

and European
Projects and
the 8 regional
developing
agencies
(North-East
RDA, South-
East RDA,
South-
Muntenia
RDA,
Bucharest-
lIfov RDA,

office@adrcen

tru.ro

office@adrolte

nia.ro

office@adrves

Lro

secretariat@n

ord-vest.ro
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https://mfe.gov.ro/pdd-21-27/
https://mfe.gov.ro/contact/
mailto:secretariat.dgpim@mfe.gov.ro
mailto:secretariat.dgpim@mfe.gov.ro
mailto:secretariat.dgpim@mfe.gov.ro
mailto:adrnordest@adrnordest.ro
mailto:adrnordest@adrnordest.ro
mailto:adrse@adrse.ro
mailto:adrse@adrse.ro
mailto:office@adrmuntenia.ro
mailto:office@adrmuntenia.ro
mailto:contact@adrbi.ro
mailto:contact@adrbi.ro
mailto:office@adrcentru.ro
mailto:office@adrcentru.ro
mailto:office@adroltenia.ro
mailto:office@adroltenia.ro
mailto:office@adrvest.ro
mailto:office@adrvest.ro
mailto:secretariat@nord-vest.ro
mailto:secretariat@nord-vest.ro
https://fondurieuropene.centre.ubbcluj.ro/category/proiecte/proiecte-operationale-in-implementare/
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Funding Managing Contact Scope of Financing Additional Examples of
instrument institution Information support vehicles information relevant
(website) (scale, time projects
horizon funded
advisory
services if
available)
Centre RDA,
South-West
RDA, West
RDA, North-
West RDA)
EAGF and Management | Website Promoting Direct 2023-2027 Afforestation
EAFRD Authority for biodiversity payment projects
the CAP Cont.act and green schemes and financed
National details are infrastructure investments under the
Strategic Plan only available through grants previous rural
(AM PNS) for the development
within the Manag_ement programme
Ministry of Authorlty of
Agriculture t_he pervious
and Rural financing
programme:
Development Directorate-
General for
Rural
Development -
AM PNDR
E-mail:
pndr@madr.ro
RRF (Next Ministry of Website Afforestation State aid 2022-2026 Projects
Generation Environment, . and scheme financed
EU via Water and E-mail: biodiversity within the
the NRRP) d. nrremme protection national
Forests diu.ro campaign for
th_rough the afforestation
Directorate
and
Ger_leral reforestation
National
Recovery and
Resilience
Plan
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https://www.madr.ro/sitemap.html
mailto:pndr@madr.ro
https://apia.org.ro/directia-masuri-de-sprijin-i-iasc/masuri-delegate-din-pndr/
https://apia.org.ro/directia-masuri-de-sprijin-i-iasc/masuri-delegate-din-pndr/
https://pnrr.mmap.ro/contact/
mailto:dgpnrr@mmediu.ro
mailto:dgpnrr@mmediu.ro
https://pnrr.mmap.ro/liste-de-proiecte-selectate-c2/
https://pnrr.mmap.ro/liste-de-proiecte-selectate-c2/
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Funding Managing Contact Scope of Financing Additional Examples of
instrument institution Information support vehicles information relevant
(website) (scale, time projects
horizon funded
advisory
services if
available)
LIFE Directorate for | Website Nature and Grants 2021-2027 LIFE
Accessing biodiversity CARPATHIA
External — Creation of
Funds within a Wilderness
the Ministry of Reserve in the
Environment, Southern
Water and Carpathian
Forests Mountains,
Romania
LIFE18
NAT/RO/0010
82
Horizon Ministry of List of NCPs Innovative Grants 2021-2027 Biodiversa+
Europe Research, projects, project
Innovation including
and projects
Digitalisation related to
agriculture,
environment
and
biodiversity
National funding
Environment | Environment Website Environmental | Grants Among the National
Fund Fund . protection currently Afforestation
Administration E'm‘f’?"‘ . running Programme
relatiicupublic programmes, | 2010-2017
ul@afm.ro only an

environmental
education and
public
awareness
raising
programme is
relevant for
biodiversity
protection.
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http://lifeprogram.ro/contact/
https://www.carpathia.org/ro/life-carpathia/
https://www.carpathia.org/ro/life-carpathia/
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/support/ncp;sortQuery=country;countryGroups=MS;countries=20000994;functions=All%20Functions,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10,11,12,13,14,15,16,17,18,19
https://uefiscdi.gov.ro/
https://uefiscdi.gov.ro/
https://www.afm.ro/contact.php
mailto:relatiicupublicul@afm.ro
mailto:relatiicupublicul@afm.ro
https://www.afm.ro/impaduriri_proiecte_in_derulare.php
https://www.afm.ro/impaduriri_proiecte_in_derulare.php
https://www.afm.ro/impaduriri_proiecte_in_derulare.php
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Funding Managing Contact Scope of Financing Additional Examples of
instrument institution Information support vehicles information relevant
(website) (scale, time projects
horizon funded
advisory
services if
available)
Amelioration | Ministry of www.mmediu. | Afforestation Grants permanent
Fund Environment, ro of degraded
Waters and . lands
Forests E-mail:
registratura@
mmediu.ro
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file://///milieu-srv/data/Projects/2445.22%203%20Billion%20Trees%20Pledge/Working%20docs/Task%20C%20-%20financing%20sources/Financing%20Guide/www.mmediu.ro
file://///milieu-srv/data/Projects/2445.22%203%20Billion%20Trees%20Pledge/Working%20docs/Task%20C%20-%20financing%20sources/Financing%20Guide/www.mmediu.ro
mailto:registratura@mmediu.ro
mailto:registratura@mmediu.ro
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Abbreviations used

CAP

EAFRD

ERDF

ESF+

GHG

JTF

NCP

RRF

RRP

Common Agricultural Policy

European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development
European Regional Development Fund

European Social Fund Plus

Greenhouse gas

Just Transition Fund

National Contact Point

Recovery and Resilience Facility

Recovery and Resilience Plan
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Slovakia has a range of funding options available
for initiatives focused on biodiversity, nature
conservation, and climate protection. These
options include European Union (EU) funding,
national and regional funds, funding from different
foundations or private donors, and other innovative
financing sources.

The European Regional Development Fund
(ERDF) is one of the most significant sources of
funding for environmental investments in the 2021-
2027 period. In addition to Cohesion Policy,
Slovakia also offers other EU funding
opportunities, such as the LIFE and Horizon
Programmes. The European Agricultural Fund for
Rural Development (EAFRD) is another crucial
source of funding for nature protection, especially
for initiatives to plant trees and shrubs in the
context of agriculture and rural development.

At EU level, the Danube Region Strategy may
provide funding for biodiversity-related initiatives,
despite not being its primary focus.

At national level, the most important source of
funding is the Environment Fund. Several
foundations, such as the Ekopolis Foundation also
provide funding for biodiversity-related initiatives.

Innovative financing sources, such as green
municipal and corporate bonds, as well as
crowdfunding, are still developing. Green bonds
are, however, becoming increasingly popular and
are issued by a number of banks.

The following sections provide some brief
information on potential funding opportunities for
tree planting in Slovakia. They are followed by a
summary table with practical links and contact
information.

620 Cohesion Fund, European Social Fund Plus (ESF+) and the
Just Transition Fund (JTF)
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EU Funding sources
under shared
management

N

EU Cohesion Policy funding (consisting of ERDF,
Cohesion Fund, European Social Fund Plus
(ESF+) and the Just Transition Fund (JTF))
represents a significant source of funding for
environmental, climate and biodiversity initiatives.
For the period 2021-2027, the European
Commission has adopted a EUR 12.8 billion
agreement with Slovakia. Cohesion Policy is
implemented through a single Programme
containing seven key priorities agreed with the
Commission. Relevant priority areas include: (i)
focus on green Slovakia (EUR 4.2 billion) and (ii)
JTF (EUR 459 million)®?°. The Programme is
managed by the Ministry of Investment, Regional
Development and Informatisation of the Slovak
Republict?t, which also provides funding for
projects related to key areas of interest, such as
the Cohesion Fund-supported ‘Zelene Obce’,
which conserved and restored biodiversity and
ecosystems outside protected areas.

For rural development in Slovakia during the
period 2023-2027, through the EAFRD, the
European Commission has approved Slovakia's
Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) Strategic Plan,
worth EUR 3.3 billion. Slovakia's Plan focuses on
increasing the competitiveness and resilience of its
agricultural sector, while protecting natural
resources. An additional annual support of EUR
370 million will be provided to Slovak farmers in
areas facing natural constraints, which accounts
for 61% of Slovak agricultural land. A significant
portion of the CAP allocation (EUR 614 million) will
target initiatives to address climate change,
safeguard natural resources, and boost
biodiversity. Slovakia is set to implement
measures that will allow agriculture to adapt to the
effects of climate change, including the
establishment of irrigation and water retention
systems and planting trees. The CAP Strategic
Plan includes the rehabilitation of forests and the
promotion of nature-friendly forest management,

521 Managing authorities of the Programme )



https://spectator.sme.sk/c/23078023/european-commission-approves-investment-for-slovakia.html
https://spectator.sme.sk/c/23078023/european-commission-approves-investment-for-slovakia.html
https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/in-your-country/managing-authorities/slovakia_en
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gas (GHG) emissions®??,

EU Funding sources
under direct
management
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Since its launch, the LIFE Programme has
supported 49 projects in Slovakia. The total project
costs amounted to EUR 136 million, of which the
EU provided EUR 77 million®23. The Ministry of
Environment — Directorate for Environmental
Programmes and Projects®24 is the National
Contact Point (NCP) for LIFE in Slovakia. Eleven
LIFE projects are ongoing, for example the project
‘Climate-Smart Forest Management for Central
and Eastern Europe’, focusing on inclusion of
climate smart forestry measures or increasing
awareness of importance of sustainable forest
management practicest2,

The implementation of Horizon Europe projects
is the responsibility of the Ministry of Education,
Science, Research and Sport (see summary
table). However, Horizon projects mainly focus on
research and innovation, thus most may not be
entirely relevant for tree planting.

At EU level, the Danube Region Strategy
(Dunajska Strategia) focuses on the EU Strategy
for the Danube Region. The focus is on deepening
cooperation and tackling common problems of the
countries of the Danube region, as well as more
efficient use of existing resources. Although
biodiversity protection is not its main focus, it is
possible to obtain funding for projects that
contribute to an environmentally and energetically
responsible Danube region. The NCP for this
initiative is the Office of the Government of the
Slovak Republics.

Finally, under the EU Recovery and Resilience
Facility (RRF), Slovakia allocated EUR 6.3 hillion

622 S|ovakia's Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) Strategic Plan
and Documents relating to the approval of the CAP Strateqgic
Plans

623 See the information provided in country factsheet

624 NCPs - National contact points Nature & Biodiversity
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towards its National Recovery and Resilience Plan
(RRP), which is centered around five key priorities:
(i) education, (ii) digitalisation, (iii) research and
innovation, (iv) green economics, and (v) better
health. Green economics focuses on climate
change adaptation and aims to increase the
resilience of ecosystems and human settlements
to the negative impacts of climate change.
Measures include reforming water management,
landscape management, nature conservation, and
biodiversity conservation, and investing in green
infrastructure, including planting green spaces.
The RRP emphasises measures in the forestry
sector to promote tree planting and increase the
proportion of forested land, with the rehabilitation
of forests and promotion of nature-friendly forest
management as key components. It also seeks to
increase the amount of greenery in built-up areas,
with a focus on increasing the proportion of semi-
permeable and permeable surfaces to increase the
adaptive capacity of settlements627,

-8 National funding
sources

One of the most relevant national funding sources
is the Environmental Fund, administered by the
Ministry of the Environment of the Slovak
Republic. Applications can be submitted through
the website of the Agency®?8. The funding usually
comes in the form of grants, with loans also
possible. More than EUR 20.3 million was
allocated for the fund in 2023, implemented by the
Slovak Environmental Agency. Applications can be
submitted through the website of the Agency®2°.

An important funding programme at national level
is the Programme Obnovy Dediny (the Village
Renewal Programme), finananced by the
Environment Fund and managed by the Slovak
Environmental Agency. Applications can be

525 Project objectives

526 Danube Region Strategy (Dunajska Strategia)
527 EU Recovery and Resilience Facility (RRF)
528 Environmental Fund

529 Environmental Fund



https://www.mpsr.sk/rozvoj-vidieka-a-priame-platby-rybne-hospodarstvo/dokumenty/47-43-1504
https://agriculture.ec.europa.eu/cap-my-country/cap-strategic-plans/approved-csp-0_en?f%5B0%5D=document_country_document_country%3Ahttp%3A//publications.europa.eu/resource/authority/country/SVK
https://agriculture.ec.europa.eu/cap-my-country/cap-strategic-plans/approved-csp-0_en?f%5B0%5D=document_country_document_country%3Ahttp%3A//publications.europa.eu/resource/authority/country/SVK
https://cinea.ec.europa.eu/document/download/9da5bb01-fed5-4e04-b908-68d98f0b9152_en?filename=Slovakia_Update_EN_Final_March22.pdf
https://cinea.ec.europa.eu/programmes/life/history-life/life-contacts/ncps-national-contact-points-nature-biodiversity_en
https://clima4ceelife.eu/project-objectives/
https://www.minedu.sk/dunajska-strategia/
https://www.planobnovy.sk/kompletny-plan-obnovy/
https://envirofond.sk/dotacie/
https://envirofond.sk/dotacie/
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submitted through a dedicated web portal®3°. The funding are not widely used and comprehensive
funding comes in the form of a grant, to a information on their use is not available.

maximum of EUR 8,000. The project Planting of
greenery and revitalisation of MS Park in Luc na
Ostrove (Vysadba zelene a revitalizacia parku MS
in Luc na Ostrove), for example, aimed to build
new green infrastructure and mitigate the adverse
impacts of climate change.

In Slovakia, foundations represent an important
source of financing for biodiversity-related projects.
Ekopolis is the main foundation providing funding
for projects related to tree planting and
biodiversity. One of the biggest tree planting
initiatives, ‘We are planting the future’ (Sadime
Buducnost) coordinated by Ekopolis foundation.
The foundation obtains its funding from corporate,
foundation and private donors’ donations.

The VSE foundation recently closed applications
for the grant programme ‘For a healthy and clean
country’ (Za zdravy a cisty kraj), which aimed to
improve the environment and mitigate the adverse
consequences of climate change. Although
currently closed, future initiatives may be posted
on the VSE’s website (see summary table). Other
relevant foundations providing funding for
biodiversity and tree-planting initiatives include
Slovenska Sporitelna Foundation, Foundation
Veolia Slovakia (see summary table).

_‘O’_ Innovative funding
& sources

Innovative funding sources in Slovakia are still
developing. However, the market for green equity
is on the rise. In 2021, Tatra Banka, one of the
biggest banks in Slovakia, procured the first issue
of green bonds, with a total value of EUR 300
million. There was a great interest among
investors, as evidenced by the fact that the
demand for the bonds was twice the supply. More
than 50 institutional investors expressed interest.
In order to meet the demand, Tatra Banka followed
up the initiative with a new issue of almost EUR
220 million. To date, alternative methods of

630 programme Obnovy Dediny
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Funding Managing Contact Scope of Financing Additional Examples of
instrument institution Information support vehicles information relevant
(website) (scale, time projects
horizon funded
advisory
services if
available)
EU funding under shared management
ERDF and Ministry of Website Nature Mostly grants, | For the Promoting
Cohesion Environment - protection, other financial | financing biodiversity
Fund Directorate for afforestation, instruments period 2021- through green
Environmental natural risk such as loans | 2027, there is | infrastructure
Programmes prevention, or loan only one in
and Projects tourism, guarantees programme, municipalities
energy are also with seven in Slovakia -
transition possible key priority Green
areas, municipalities
including just .
transition and funding of
green EUR
Slovakia 7,000,000
The project
aims to
conserve and
restore
biodiversity
and
ecosystems
outside
protected
areas, see
website
https://zeleneo
bce.sk/
EAFRD Ministry of Website Agro-forestry, | Grants
Agriculture enhancing
and Rural biodiversity in
Development forests owned
by farmers,
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https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/in-your-country/managing-authorities/slovakia_en
https://zeleneobce.sk/
https://zeleneobce.sk/
https://www.mpsr.sk/index.php?navID=1&sID=43&navID2=935
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Examples of
relevant
projects
funded

c M &

Additional
information
(scale, time

Contact
Information
(website)

Funding
instrument

Managing
institution

Scope of
support

Financing
vehicles

horizon
advisory
services if
available)

planting trees

and shrubs
EU funding sources under direct management
LIFE Ministry of Ministry of Nature Grants ‘Climate-
Environment - | Environment - | protection and Smart Forest
Directorate for | Directorate for | climate Management
Environmental | Environmental | protection for Central
Programmes Programmes and Eastern
and Projects and Projects, Europe’, see
see website website
HORIZON Ministry of horizont@cvti | Innovative Grants
Europe Education, sr.sk projects,
Science, including
Research and projects
Sport of the related to
Slovak climate
Republic. protection and
health
RRF Urad vlady Website Climate Grants, loans
Slovenskej . change
republiky Email: adaptation,
Namestie planobnovy@ tree planting,
slobody 1 viada.gov.sk afforestation
81370
Bratislava
National funding
Environment | Ministry of Website Climate Grants Village
al Fund Environment change Renewal
of the Slovak adaptation, Programme,
Republic energy https://www.o
transition, bnovadediny.s
biodiversity k/en/
protection,

Green
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https://cinea.ec.europa.eu/programmes/life/history-life/life-contacts/ncps-national-contact-points-nature-biodiversity_en
https://clima4ceelife.eu/project-objectives/
mailto:horizont@cvtisr.sk
mailto:horizont@cvtisr.sk
https://www.planobnovy.sk/realizacia/vyzvy/
mailto:planobnovy@vlada.gov.sk
mailto:planobnovy@vlada.gov.sk
https://envirofond.sk/dotacie/
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Examples of
relevant
projects
funded

Additional
information
(scale, time

Contact
Information
(website)

Funding
instrument

Managing
institution

Scope of
support

Financing
vehicles

horizon
advisory
services if
available)
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environmental education
protection Fund,
https://zelenyv
zdelavacifond.
sk/
Nature
conservation
programme
https://envirof
ond.sk/progra
m-ochrany-
prirody-pop/
Foundation Ekopolis Website Depends on Grants Sadime
Foundation open initiative buducnost
(We are
planting the
future)
https://sadime
buducnost.sk/
Zelené oazy
(Green
0sasis)
https://oazy.sk
Foundation ZSE https://nadacia | Zmierfiovanie | Grants Menim na
Foundation zse.sk ekologickej a zelen (1
klimatickej change to
krizy, green)
znizovanie https://nadacia
uhlikovej zse.sk/projekt/
stopy (climate menim-na-
change zelen
adaptation,
reducing
carbon
footprint)



https://ekopolis.sk/
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Foundation

Foundation

VSE
Foundation

Slovenska
Sporitelna
Foundation

Website

Website

Depends on
open initiative

Depends on
open initiative

Grants

Grants

Za zdravy a

cisty kraj (For
a healthy and
clean county)

Program

Pre buducnost’
(Programme
For the future)

Foundation

Foundation
Veolia
Slovakia

Website

Depends on
open initiative

Grants

Sadime
buducnost
(We are
planting the
future), in
cooperation
with Ekopolis
Foundation)

Foundation

Foundation

Fqundation
VUB

Slovnaft a.s.

https://lwww.n
adaciavub.sk/
envirogranty/

Depends on
open initiative

Depends on
open initiative

Grants

Grants

Program
Envirogranty

Zelené oazy
(Green
0sasis)

(in
cooperation
with Ekopolis
foundation)
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https://www.vseholding.sk/
https://www.slsp.sk/sk/nadacia
https://www.veolia.sk/nadacia-veolia-slovensko
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Abbreviations used

ERDF

MAFF

SFS

CAFS

SRDF

European Regional Development Fund
Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Food
Slovenian Forestry Service

Chamber of Agriculture and Forestry of Slovenia

Slovenian Regional Development Fund
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Financing for projects concerning biodiversity,
climate and nature is mostly covered with a mix of
sources including national budget via relevant
funds (climate fund, forestry fund, water fund and
others) and via a variety of EU funds, depending
on the topic.

Projects that include tree planting initiatives are
most likely to be supported through LIFE financing.
Other funds, such as cohesion policy, CAP (and
European Regional Development Fund (ERDF))
provide, in absolute amount, a significant amount
of funding. However, projects that would include
tree planting, or projects of which tree planting is a
major component, are less likely to be financed
through these sources.

In this sense, EU funding is integral to ensuring
these projects are implemented. The use of
innovative mechanisms is limited. Mechanisms
such as payments for ecosystem services are in
their infancy; however, various pilot projects are
exploring possibilities to address these needs that
are more and more systemically prevalent.

The following sections provide brief information
about funding opportunities potentially relevant for
tree planting in Slovenia separated into EU funding
sources under shared management, EU funding
sources under direct management, national
funding sources, and innovative funding sources.
These sections are followed with a summary table,
which includes practical links and contact
information allowing the potential beneficiaries to
identify suitable financing sources for their tree
planting initiatives.

EU Funding sources
under shared
management

-

Based on Slovenia's cohesion programme and the
document Program evropske kohezijske politike v
obdobju 2021-2027 v Sloveniji, v.4.2.2. (Ministry
for Cohesion and Regional Development)

631 Program evropske kohezijske politike v obdobju 2021-2027
v Sloveniji, v.4.2.2., Ministry of Cohesion and Regional

Development
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Cohesion Fund will finance measures that can
include tree planting as part of policy objective 2.
This will include preserving biodiversity, green
infrastructure in urban environments, and green
infrastructure as part of climate change adaptation
(with a planned allocation of EUR 49 million in
RS02.4). Similar topics will be financed through
the ERDF as part of the specific objective RS02.7
of the Slovenians cohesion programme, where
altogether, more than EUR 80 million is predicted
to be dedicated to implementing these
measures®3!. More information and open calls for
projects will be published on the governmental
website dedicated to EU Cohesion Policy funding.

CAP funding is among the most prominent funds
used; however, a pretty insignificant amount of
total CAP financing goes towards biodiversity,
climate and nature projects. More specifically, tree-
planting initiatives could potentially be supported
through the following CAP topics/priorities®32;

. SO002 — support to beekeepers and
beekeeping associations

Support to purchase honey-bearing saplings and
plants. Interested parties should contact one of
207 local beekeepers associations.

. IRP15 — investment in rehabilitation and
restoration of forests after natural disasters
and adverse climatic events

In cases of significant disturbances, tree planting
could, technically speaking, be supported through
this measure in accordance with Slovenian Forest
Service regulations. Interested parties (public or
private forest owners) should contact their local
forester for more information.

. IRP22 — non-productive investment,
connected to implementation of nature
conservation sub-measures SN 2023-2027

Planting of new trees with the intention to support
biodiversity, landscape and sustainable agricultural
practices could be financed within this measure.

CAP payments are carried out based on the
hectares where the measure is taken, as part or
full renumeration for measures implemented, as

632 CAP Strategic Plan for Slovenia



https://evropskasredstva.si/app/uploads/2022/12/Program-evropske-kohezijske-politike-sprejeta-verzija-12.-12.-2022.pdf
https://evropskasredstva.si/app/uploads/2022/12/Program-evropske-kohezijske-politike-sprejeta-verzija-12.-12.-2022.pdf
https://evropskasredstva.si/app/uploads/2022/12/Program-evropske-kohezijske-politike-sprejeta-verzija-12.-12.-2022.pdf
https://skp.si/skupna-kmetijska-politika-2023-2027
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lump sum payments etc. Interested farmers should
contact their local agricultural advisor who can
provide relevant information as part of the public
service.

The Ministry for Agriculture, Forestry and Food
and its Agency for Agricultural Markets and Rural
Development is the managing authority for CAP
(see contact details in the summary table).

Just Transition Fund in Slovenia will focus on the
social impacts of the energy transition, as such
tree planting initiatives will potentially be included
as part of landscaping and/or spatial planning
policy requirement in JTF recipient regions.

EU Funding sources
under direct
management

o\
1@@
[~

A major source of financing for projects of this
topic is LIFE, with a team at Ministry of Natural
Resources and Spatial Planning being a National
Contact Point in Slovenia. Various institutions can
offer advice and help with the application process
or can be involved with the project as a partner —
see an example provided in the summary table.

Horizon Europe and the Recovery and
Resilience Facility (RFF) can also be used to
finance tree planting projects; however, tree
planting is more likely to be financed as part of
larger projects implemented with support of these
instruments, where green infrastructure is a
requirement of spatial planning policy.

8 National funding
sources

Biodiversity, climate and nature projects are
financed as part of the regular activities of specific
national agencies. There is no central agency that
would offer financing information for these kinds of
projects, instead, financing is provided through
various institutions. Institutions and organisations
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that can offer funding, (information on open calls)
or co-financing are listed below.

Slovenian Forest Agency dedicates funds to
forest restoration, which includes tree planting
projects after large disturbances (Karst fires in
2022 were the largest in Slovenian history, large
scale reforestation and seeding activities are
currently underway as part of the restoration plan).
Forest owners can contact their local forest ranger
if they see the need for seedlings. The correct
species for a specific area will be provided by SFS,
and the forest owner can plant them.

Municipalities fund these projects from their
municipal budget or in combination with national
funding (for example from SFS) and EU funded
projects (LIFE projects). The municipal spatial
planning office will have the most information
regarding financing for small-scale local projects.
Some Slovenian municipalities have long term (10
year) planting plans in urban areas (Kocevje,
Dobrna), while some finance these projects with
dedicated donations (Ajdovscina).

Slovenian Beekeeping Association also has a
long-term planting plan that is financed partially
through their own budget, but mostly from EU/CAP
funds via MAFF. Need and location suggestions
are collected through local beekeeping
associations.

Slovenian Regional Development Fund (SRDF)
offers farmers, local associations, and others loans
and co-financing options for forestry and
agriculture-related projects. Tree planting
initiatives as part of other projects can be financed.

Climate Fund offers financing of various projects
some of which might include tree planting, such as
purchase of melliferous / honey bearing trees.
Climate Fund operates in cooperation with relevant
ministries, so Ministry for Agriculture, Forestry and
Food would be most likely to publish open calls for
such projects.

NGOs that work in biodiversity and nature space
are often part of projects that involve tree planting
initiatives. They rarely finance these projects, as
their own financing is usually a combination of
national, EU and foreign funds, but they do have a
lot of information on current initiatives. These
NGOs include Focus, Umanotera, IPOP and
others.



https://focus.si/
https://www.umanotera.org/
https://ipop.si/

THREE
BILLIONg

ADDITIONALS

TREESE

WE GROW
TOGETHER

#3BillionTrees

Regional Development Agencies are co-
financed by the national budget and can include
biodiversity, nature and/within tree planting
projects in their development plans and secure
financing for it.

Local Action Groups implement CAP
CLLD/LEADER measures. They offer financing for
projects that benefit rural Slovenia, within which
tree planting initiatives can be included.

Apart from these organisations, private
companies often (co-)finance individual
biodiversity projects through direct donations but
always in collaboration with SFS, municipalities or
other above listed stakeholders, depending on the
location of the tree planting.

_‘O’_ Innovative funding
&~ sources

No innovative funding sources were identified so
far in Slovenia. Green bonds are issued mostly for
energy efficiency projects and renewables, and
PES is emerging as a possible option in the future.
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Managing
institution

EU funding under shared management

Scope of
support

Financing
vehicles

Additional
information
(scale, time
horizon
advisory
services if
available)
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i

Examples of
relevant
projects
funded

ERDF and CF | Ministry of Website EUR 49 Grants Program n/a
Cohesion and million for evropske
Rural policy kohezijske
Development objective 2, politike v

which includes obdobju 2021-
green urban 2027 v
infrastructure Sloveniji
(CF); EUR 80 advisory
million for service and
green urban information
infrastructure available.
(ERDF) Open calls
predicted in
late 2023.

CAP Ministry of Website EUR 6.5 Yearly Advisory EIP AGRI
Agriculture, million to renumeration service project on
Forestry and beekeeping and payment available to high trunk
Food support, EUR schemes, farmers orchards -

20.4 millionto | grants through public | https://www.bf
climate and agricultural .uni-
environment consultant lj.si/sl/novice/2
payments services, to 02211101516
(however, only interested 2881/ugotovitv
a small share parties via the | e-in-rezultati-
of this budget website. Call projekta-

can be for 2023-2027 | eipl65-
devoted to CAP will start | travniski-

tree planting) open 2023. sadovnjaki
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Funding Managing Contact Scope of Financing Additional Examples of
instrument institution Information support vehicles information relevant
(website) (scale, time projects
horizon funded
advisory
services if
available)
EU funding sources under direct management
LIFE National Website Nature, Grants All LIFE LIFE to
Contact Point: biodiversity projects in GRASSLAND
Ministry of and climate Slovenia, S, see website
Environment, projects including included
Climate and contact points | restoration of
Energy from relevant high trunk
institutions are | orchards.
listed on the
website of the
National
Contact Point.
Advisory
service
available for
applicants.
Horizon List of national | Website Research and | Grants Advisory n/a
EUROPE contact points: innovation service is
https://lwww.g projects, available
ov.si/zbirke/pr including based on the
ojekti-in- nature, topic of
programi/obzo biodiversity application.
rje-evropalo- and climate
programu- topics
obzorje-
evropa/nacion
alne-
kontaktne-
tocke
National funding
Individual Slovenian Website Tree planting Individual Ongoing, get n/a
forest owner | Forest after large support to in touch with
support Agency disturbances forest owner local forest
ranger
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https://lifeslovenija.si/
http://www.lifetograsslands.si/
https://www.gov.si/zbirke/projekti-in-programi/obzorje-evropa/
http://www.zgs.si/
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Funding Managing Contact Scope of Financing Additional Examples of
instrument institution Information support vehicles information relevant
(website) (scale, time projects
horizon funded
advisory
services if
available)
Project Municipalitie Tree planting Project Ongoing, Good practice
support s as part of support contact local examples
infrastructure municipal include long
and urban spatial term planting
green areas planning office | plans of the
following
municipalities:
- Municipality
Kocevje:
obcina@koce
- Municipality
Dobrna:
obcina@dobrn
a.si
Special
purpose
donation
example:
Municipality
Ajdovscina:
obcina@ajdov
scina.si
Project Slovenian Website Honey bearing | Project Ongoing, 25 March —
support Beekeeping tree planting support contact (local) | day of planting
Association initiatives beekeeper of
association honeybearing
Climate Fund trees
and large
companies
are the main
funding
sources
Project Slovenian Website Agriculture Loans and co- | Ongoing n/a
support Regional and forestry financing
Development
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mailto:obcina@ajdovscina.si
http://www.czs.si/
http://www.srrs.si/
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Funding Managing Contact Scope of Financing Additional Examples of
instrument institution Information support vehicles information relevant
(website) (scale, time projects
horizon funded
advisory
services if
available)
Fund projects
NGO Project IPOP Website, These NGOs Information on | Ongoing n/a
support (Institute for . often have current
spatial website information or | projects
politics) and collaborate on | available on
) projects that the NGO
Focus, website include websites
}Assomatlon biodiversity,
or | climate and
Sustalunab N nature topics,
Development including tree
Umanotera, planting
The
Slovenian
Association
for
Sustainable

Development
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https://focus.si/
https://www.umanotera.org/

FINANCING SOURCES IN SPAIN



Abbreviations used

CAP Common Agricultural Policy

ERDF European Regional Development Fund

JTF Just Transition Fund
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Spain has recently adopted the new Spanish
Forest Strategy for 2050 called Spanish Forest
Plan 2022-2032. The forest land area in Spain
(28.3 million hectares of forests and other
woodlands) is increasingly threatened by global
changes, both climatic and socio-economic, and
is being gradually abandoned. Thus, the Spanish
Forest Policy for 2050 includes the goal to
increase the forested area through afforestation
by at least 0.6 million hectares (20 000ha/year)

Funding for projects concerning biodiversity,
climate, and nature conservation related to
forestry and tree planting could be used in Spain
from a variety of sources including EU funding
(Cohesion Policy and the Common Agricultural
Policy (CAP), the LIFE and Horizon Europe
Programmes), national and regional funds for
environmental protection, municipal budgets and
private funding.

The following sections provide some brief
information on potential funding opportunities for
tree planting in Spain. They are followed by a
summary table with practical links and contact
information.

EU Funding sources
under shared
management

N

Different EU funds have been dedicated to the
protection of biodiversity, climate and nature in
Spain with a clear link with tree planting initiatives
or potential to be used for
afforestation/reforestation initiatives. They include
funding from the Cohesion Policy (through the
ERDF and the Just Transition Fund), the
NextGeneration EU and the CAP.

533 European Commission, “Spain launches new programmes
for the European Regional Development Fund”
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Nature protection and restoration is identified as
a priority in the Partnership Agreement with
Spain, which sets the strategic framework for a
number of EU financing sources, including ERDF
and JTF. Several programmes are financed
under the Cohesion Policy in Spain during the
current funding period from 2021 to 2027. Both
the national programme (Programa Pluriregional),
which accounts for half of the ERDF available
resources in Spain, and 16 regional programmes
have planned investments under Specific
Objective 2.7 entirely dedicated to enhancing
protection and preservation of nature, biodiversity
and green infrastructures. Additional investments
are planned under the Parnership Agreement to
prevent and mitigate climate-related risks, foster
a more efficient use of natural resources and
protect and restore biodiversity and develop
green infrastructures.

Overall, in the previous financing period, ERDF
resources earmarked for biodiversity objectives in
Spain amount to 1.1 bn, representing around 5%
of the total allocation.

Under the2021-2027 ERDF financing
programmes, the Commission provides for EUR
23.4 bn that will be co-financed with national and
regional funds and are allocated through one
national thematic programme and 19 regional
programmes — one per autonomous region or
city.

More than EUR 9 bn will be invested in the green
transition towards a resource-efficient, climate-
neutral, and competitive economy®33, which may
include the protection of nature and biodiversity.
Both the national programme (Multiregional
Programme), which accounts for half of the
ERDF available resource in Spain, and the
regional programmes have planned investments


https://www.miteco.gob.es/content/dam/miteco/es/biodiversidad/temas/politica-forestal/SPANISH_FOREST_STRATEGY_HORIZON_2050_SPANISH_FOREST_PLAN_2022_2032_EXECUTIVE_SUMMARY.pdf
https://www.miteco.gob.es/content/dam/miteco/es/biodiversidad/temas/politica-forestal/SPANISH_FOREST_STRATEGY_HORIZON_2050_SPANISH_FOREST_PLAN_2022_2032_EXECUTIVE_SUMMARY.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/whats-new/newsroom/30-03-2023-spain-launches-new-programmes-for-the-european-regional-development-fund_en
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under Specific Objective 2.7 of the ERDF,
dedicated to enhancing protection and
preservation of nature, biodiversity and green
infrastructures. For example, the national
programme refers to citizens that will be
benefiting from measures aimed at climate
change adaptation, preparedness against natural
disasters, sustainable water management and
protection of nature. The ERDF Programme for
Andalusia 2021-2027%% provides funding to
support mitigation, adaptation, and prevention
actions, to improve the region’s resilience against
natural disasters, given its high vulnerability to
climate change due to its geographical location,
Moreover, the programme will support the
sustainable management of water from an
integrated perspective. This entails fostering the
transition to a circular economy, as well as
enhancing the protection and preservation of
nature, including Natura 2000 sites. The ERDF
Programme for Castilla y Leon 2021-2027 will
help improve substantially risk protection
services, including prevention of forest fires. It will
also improve accessibility and adaptation of the
Natura 2000 areas with a consequent service
improvement for tourists®®. The ERDF
Programme for the Basque Country will support
conservation and protection of biodiversity as well
as measures for greenhouse gas reduction.
The Catalonia’s ERDF programme and the
Madrid ERDF programme also promote the
financing of measures to protect and preserve
nature®®’. The programme of Galicia will invest in
protecting and restoring biodiversity and
promoting sustainable tourism that is compatible
with preserving natural and cultural resources®%,

634 programme Andalusia ERDF 2021-2027

835 programme for Castilla y Leon

86programme for the Basque Country

837 programme for Catalonia and Programme for Madrid

638 programme for Galicia

83 programme for Asturias

840 programme for Aragon and Programme for Extremadura;
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The ERDF Programme for Asturias will support
climate change adaptation projects, which
ultimately contribute to protecting nature and
biodiversity, one of the region’s main assets5%.
Other programmes such as the one for Aragon
and Extremadura, do not mention biodiversity®4°.
Additional investments are planned under the
Partnership Agreement, to prevent and mitigate
climate-related risks, foster a more efficient use
of natural resources and protect and restore
biodiversity and develop green infrastructure.

Three programmes expressly mention
biodiversity in their priorities: (Interreg VI-B)
South West Europe (SUDOE)®%*; (Interreg VI-A)
Spain-Portugal (POCTEP)®2;.

Moreover, Spain will receive almost EUR 869
million from the Just Transition Fund (JTF) to
advance in the transition towards a climate-
neutral economy in a fair way®*3. The JTF for
Spain has been programmed under a standalone
programme that covers the different territories.
The JTF programme includes measures to
support biodiversity that, according with the
calculations of the EU diversity contribution,
amount to a 5% of the programme (EUR
42million).

Within the framework of the Recovery,
Transformation and Resilience Plan, financed
by the European Union-Next Generation EU, the
Autonomous Communities are funding the
following programmes focused on biodiversity:

. Andalusia published a funding line of
EUR 6 million to fund biodiversity research

541 (Interreg VI-B) South West Europe (SUDOE)

642 “Bjodiversity: the programme will support the development of
joint management plans and actions to protect cross-border
natural habitats, biodiversity and to reduce pollution, among
others.” (Interreg VI-A) Spain-Portugal (POCTEP)

643 European Commissiom, EU Cohesion policy: €869 million
for a just climate transition in Spain, Just Transition Fund (JTF)



https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/in-your-country/programmes/2021-2027/es/2021es16rfpr002_en
https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/in-your-country/programmes/2021-2027/es/2021es16rfpr008_en
https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/in-your-country/programmes/2021-2027/es/2021es16rfpr020_en
https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/in-your-country/programmes/2021-2027/es/2021es16rfpr010_en
https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/in-your-country/programmes/2021-2027/es/2021es16rfpr016_en
https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/in-your-country/programmes/2021-2027/es/2021es16rfpr014_en
https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/in-your-country/programmes/2021-2027/es/2021es16rfpr004_en
https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/in-your-country/programmes/2021-2027/es/2021es16rfpr003_en
https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/in-your-country/programmes/2021-2027/es/2021es16rfpr013_en
https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/in-your-country/programmes/2021-2027/es/2021tc16rftn006_en
https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/in-your-country/programmes/2021-2027/es/2021tc16rfcb005_en
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_22_7868
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projects that promote the adaptation of
natural systems to climate change and
mitigate its effects. This programme is co-
financed by the Junta de Andalucia, with
EUR 2.78 million (46.35 %), and by the
Ministry of Science and Innovation of
Spain, which assumes the remaining
amount of EUR 3.22 million (53.65 %),
through the Recovery, Transformation and
Resilience Plan, which is fed by the 'Next
Generation' Recovery Fund. The deadline
to apply for funding was 24 February 2023.
Up to EUR 300 000 per project can be
awarded®44,

. On April 2022 Aragon published grants for
biodiversity conservation actions in the
protected areas of the Natura 2000 area in
Aragon. Local councils of municipalities
located in the area of socio-economic
influence of the Ordesa y Monte Perdido
National Park and private non-profit
organisations were eligible to apply for
funding®4%.The maximum eligible amount
per action may reach 80 % of the value of
the real investments. For Aragon’s local
entities, non-profit entities and
management bodies of the Biosphere
Reserves with territory in the Autonomous
Community of Aragon, the maximum
eligible amount shall be 100 % of the real
investments. Minimum and maximum
amounts per beneficiary may be
established in the call for proposals for
each of the eligible actions described in
Chapter Il of the Grant legal Order.

. On 30 September 2022, Asturias
published a call to provide funding of up to
EUR 100 000 to municipalities to carry out
projects for the conservation and

644 Andalucia — Junta de Andalucia, “Andalucia destina ayudas
por valor de seis millones a proyectos de 1+D en biodiversidad
y cambio climatico”

645 Aragon — ORDEN AGM/530/2022, de 20 de abril, por la que
se establecen las bases reguladoras para la concesion de
subvenciones destinadas a Espacios Protegidos de Aragén, en
el marco del Plan de Recuperacion, Transformacion y
Resiliencia.

846 Asturias — Extracto de la Resolucion de 16 de septiembre de
2022, de la Consejeria de Medio Rural y Cohesion Territorial,
por la que se aprueba la convocatoria para la concesion, en
régimen de concurrencia competitiva, de ayudas a entidades

Wil
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management of biodiversity and natural
resources. The application for funding
must be submitted on the website of the
Principality of Asturiast46.

. On 30 December 2022, Galicia published
aid for the promotion of chestnut
plantations. Beneficiaries of the funding
include local entities; natural or legal
persons owners of the land; and joint
management forest groups. The amount of
the funding varies according to the
beneficiary and amounts to up to EUR 3
million for local authorities, to be
distributed between 2023 and 2024647,

.  The Balearic Islands published on 29
October 2022 a call for proposals to fund
Biodiversity Research Projects. In total,
EUR 2 317 million will be granted for
projects between 2023 and 2025648,

. In June 2022 Castile and Leon published
a call to provide grants to finance actions
in Spanish biosphere reserves located in
Castillay Ledn aimed at promoting the
conservation and management of
biodiversity and natural resources.
Beneficiaries of the funding include entities
whose objective is the management of
Spanish biosphere located in Castilla
Leon; local entities; associations and
NGOs; land stewardship organisations;
and companies®4°,

. Madrid®®: the Metropolitan Forest project,
with 75 km of woodland to encircle Madrid,
has been chosen by the Biodiversity
Foundation, attached to the Ministry for
Ecological Transition and Demographic
Challenge, to receive EUR 2.6 million from
the EU Next Generation funds.

locales para actuaciones en Reservas de la Biosfera del
Principado de Asturias con cargo al Plan de Recuperacion,
Transformacion y Resiliencia, financiado por la Unién Europea-
Next Generation EU.

647 Galicia — EXTRACTO de la Orden de 30 de diciembre de
2022

648 Balearic Islands

64 Castile and Leon — Sede electrénica de Castilla y Ledn,
Subvenciones para financiar actuaciones en las reservas de la
biosfera en Castilla y Le6n (2022).

650 Madrid — News of the project Metropolitan Forest of Madrid -
portal of the Madrid City Hall


http://www.juntadeandalucia.es/presidencia/portavoz/educacion/179511/ConsejeriadeUniversidad/ayudas/proyectos/biodiversidad/cambioclimatico
https://femp-fondos-europa.es/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/orden-agm-530-22.pdf
https://sede.asturias.es/bopa/2022/09/30/2022-07235.pdf
https://www.xunta.gal/dog/Publicados/2023/20230203/AnuncioG0426-301222-0010_es.html
https://www.caib.es/seucaib/ca/arxiuServlet?id=5407732
https://www.tramitacastillayleon.jcyl.es/web/jcyl/AdministracionElectronica/es/Plantilla100Detalle/1251181050732/enlaces/1285175717163/Propuesta
https://www.madrid.es/portales/munimadrid/es/Inicio/Vivienda-urbanismo-y-obras/Urbanismo/Un-proyecto-del-Bosque-Metropolitano-recibira-2-6-millones-de-euros-y-contribuira-a-la-restauracion-del-ecosistema-fluvial-Manzanares-Gavia-Bulera/?vgnextfmt=default&vgnextoid=ec03ee66a42b3810VgnVCM1000001d4a900aRCRD&vgnextchannel=2af331d3b28fe410VgnVCM1000000b205a0aRCRD
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Specifically, they will be used to finance
the recovery of the Manzanares-Gavia-
Bulera riparian ecosystem in the part of
the project where the forest ecosystem is
not lacking water. The objective is to
reduce the risk of flooding and improve the
state of the aquatic and terrestrial
ecosystem of these streams. The period to
carry out the project runs from September
2023 to December 2025 and has the
support of the regional administration of
the Community of Madrid, and numerous
entities and institutions. The Metropolitan
Forest, when ready, will feature a million
new holm oak, poplar, ash, elm and
strawberry trees — the latter of which
appear on Madrid’s coat of arms — will
link existing parkland areas, reclaim landfill
sites and create space for new sports
facilities, including an educational
adventure park for children. Besides
providing recreational amenities, the
project should also provide environmental
benefits for residents, such as mitigating
the urban heat island effect, improving air
quality and flood resilience, and absorbing
up to 170 000 tonnes of CO2 when the
trees reach maturity within about 12
years®s1,

. Extremadura has also published a call for
grants for sustainable development in
Protected Areas for 2022 — 2024 for an
amount of EUR 3 497 million®32,

. Valencian Community published grants
to support the development of measures
for biodiversity conservation funded under
RRS%53,

On 31 August 2022, the Commission approved
the CAP Strategic Plan for Spain®*.- A first

amendment to the Plan has been approved by
the Commission on 30 August 2023. EUR 2.59

851 Madrid’s Urban Forest Isn't Taking Root

%2 Junta de Extremadura, Ayudas para el desarrollo sostenible
en Areas Protegidas. Convocatoria 2022 — 2024

853 Valencia Community

854 Commission Implementing Decision of 31.8.2022 approving
the 2023-2027 CAP Strategic Plan of Spain for Union support
financed by the European Agricultural Guarantee Fund and the
European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development.
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billion (EU rural development budget) is destined
for interventions beneficial for the climate, the
environment and animal welfare. As in the past,
Spain will keep a large budget allocated to
forests: EUR 827 million of total rural
development funding into urban land will promote
afforestation, agroforestry, fire prevention,
restoration and adaptation of forests and forest
activities®®,

EU Funding sources
‘@:. under direct
management

LIFE EU funding is another important source for
financing biodiversity action, and can be related
to tree planting. In Spain, the institution
responsible for its implementation is the Ministry
for Ecological Transition and the Demographic
Challenge®®. There are currently four LIFE
projects in Spain linked with biodiversity and tree
planting®”:

. The Climate-resilient agroforestry
project in northwest Iberia (LIFE
SILFORE) focuses on the northwest
Iberian Peninsula and aims to develop
silvopastoral systems — a method that
combines forestry and grazing of livestock
— to help increase climate change
resilience on land used for agroforestry
and reduce the risk of fire%%8, This project
runs from 2022 to 2027.

.  The Climate mitigation through land
management in mining areas (LIFE
CARBON2MINE) project develops

555 European Commission, At a glance: Spain's CAP Strategic
Plan, 1 September 2022

56 |IFE projects

7 | IFE Programme: short summaries of projects resulting from
the LIFE 2020 Call for proposals 2021

558 Climate-resilient agroforestry project in northwest Iberia
(LIFE SILFORE)



https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2023-03-29/extreme-weather-hampers-madrid-s-urban-forest-plans
https://www.juntaex.es/w/0633622
https://www.gva.es/es/inicio/procedimientos?id_proc=22810&version=amp
https://agriculture.ec.europa.eu/system/files/2022-09/csp-implementing-decision-spain_en.pdf
https://agriculture.ec.europa.eu/document/download/337fcbc6-19a2-4c91-945b-248d63a0134c_en?filename=csp-a-a-glance-spain_en.pdf
https://agriculture.ec.europa.eu/document/download/337fcbc6-19a2-4c91-945b-248d63a0134c_en?filename=csp-a-a-glance-spain_en.pdf
https://www.miteco.gob.es/es/biodiversidad/ayudas-y-subvenciones/
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/QANDA_22_6984#Spain
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/life/publicWebsite/project/details/101074445
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innovative land and vegetation
management models to optimise the
carbon sink effect in mining areas in
Asturias, Spain, to mitigate climate
change. They will also promote the circular
economy in managing forests and
grasslands by using ash from local
bioenergy production as fertilisers®®. This
project runs from 2022 to 2028.

. The promoting sustainable forestry
(LIFE TOKEN CO2) project will develop a
set of novel close-to-market products and
services that incentivise sustainable
practices in European forests. They will
validate a large-scale predictive remote
sensing-based model to calculate the
absorption of carbon dioxide by forest
stands and assess the effectiveness of
interventions. Their digital platform will
include a carbon credits’ market tool that
uses blockchain technology®°. This project
runs from 2022 to 2026.

. Better conservation of Mediterranean
forests (LIFE GOPROFOR MED): The
project's goal is to provide flexible models
of close-to-nature forest management.
These will be applied to demonstration
areas in Italy, Spain, France and Greece,
where oak, sweet chestnut and pine
forests are widespread yet threatened by
careless management of silvicultural
practices®61,

Horizon 2020 and Horizon Europe has funded
Nature-based Solutions (NBS) to fight against
climate change and biodiversity loss, collecting
information on projects involving restoration of
nature and natural features and processes into
cities, landscapes, providing support to locally
adapted and systemic interventions. The relevant
National Contact Point for Horizon Europe in

859 Climate mitigation through land management in mining
areas (LIFE CARBON2MINE)

560 Promoting sustainable forestry (LIFE TOKEN CO2) project
661 Better conservation of Mediterranean forests (LIFE
GOPROFOR MED)

334

AIm A~ Avas

TOAGFTHER

Spain is the Ministry of Science and
Innovation®6? :

Under the Horizon Europe programme

Health , Food, Bioeconomy, Natural Resources,
Agriculture and Environment objective, and in
particular on natural resources and environment,
the national focal points are in the CDTI, Center
for the Development of Technology and
Innovation with the cooperation of CIEMAT,
Center for Investigation of Energy Environment
and Technology.

2 3 National funding

AAY sources

At national level, the Ministry for Ecological
Transition and the Demographic Challenge
grants funding, on a competitive basis, to NGOs
and associations for the development of activities
for the protection of the environment®3, The
application forms can be submitted via the
Ministry's electronic site.

The Biodiversity Foundation -a public state-run
foundation- also publishes periodically grants for
the development of activities in the field of
biodiversity, climate change and sustainable
development covering the whole Spanish
territory. The calls for projects and the conditions
for applying for funding are published on the
Foundation's website%%4,

At regional level, funding for biodiversity-related
projects is also provided in some Autonomous
Communities. The Regional Government of
Madrid published every year calls for
applications to finance environmental activities

562 Horizon Europe
663 Miteco, Subvenciones a entidades del tercer sector u

organizaciones no gubernamentales
564 Biodiversity Foundation



https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/life/publicWebsite/project/details/101074333
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/life/publicWebsite/project/details/101074333
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/life/publicWebsite/project/details/101074388
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/life/publicWebsite/project/details/101074738
https://www.ciencia.gob.es/Ministerio/Mision-y-organizacion/Entidades-Adscritas/CDTI.html
https://www.ciemat.es/
https://www.horizonteeuropa.es/
https://www.miteco.gob.es/es/biodiversidad/ayudas-y-subvenciones/
https://fundacion-biodiversidad.es/buscador-de-convocatorias/
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and projects carried out by NGOs. Funding is
provided, among other activities, for the
conservation of the flora and fauna of the
Community of Madrid and for the preservation of
biodiversity in the Natura 2000 areas.®°.

The government of the Autonomous Community
of Cantabria published the Decree 31/1996, of 3
April, which establishes an aid regime to promote
forest investments in agricultural exploitations
and development actions and use of forests in
rural areas in Cantabria®, which is linked to the
Decree 82/1985, proving the Regulation
implementing Law 6/1984, of October 29, on the
Protection and Promotion of Native Forest
Species and Order DES/44/2007, which
establishes rules on the use of fire and preventive
measures in relation to forest fires®’. Similar
funding at regional level is provided in
Catalufia®®, Galicia®®®, Navarra®’®, Murcia®"* and
La Rioja®™2.

The Municipality of Madrid 672 is financing the
first phase of the planting trees initiative to grow
an urban forest ring around Madrid called
Metropolitan Forest of Madrid. However, the tree
nurseries, to ensure the supply of the necessary
number of trees for planting in the whole area
covered by the project, are financed with the
support of the ERDF.

55Subvenciones para financiar la realizacion de actividades y
proyectos ambientales en la Comunidad de Madrid (Bases
reguladoras) https://sede.comunidad.madrid/ayudas-becas-
subvenciones/ayuda-proyectos-ambientales.

666 Decree 31/1996 — government of the Autonomous
Community of Cantabria Cantabria

567 Decree 82/1985
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Innovative funding
= sources

In Spain, private companies seem to play an
important role in financing tree planting projects.
A large proportion of the organisations surveyed
for this study stated that they are financed with
private funds from corporate social responsibility.

Most of these projects seem to be linked to the
initiative from the Spanish Ministry for Ecological
Transition and Demographic Challenge to create
a carbon footprint Reqistry, established in 2014
by Royal Decree 163/2014. The Registry collects
the efforts of Spanish organizations/companies in
the monitoring, calculation and reduction of
greenhouse gas emissions generated by their
activity. It provides them with the possibility of
offsetting all or part of their carbon footprint,
through a series of forestry projects located in
national territory. These projects integrate
environmental and social benefits, among which
is the absorption of carbon dioxide from the
atmosphere, also known as carbon
sequestration.

All registered projects are required to provide a
reduction plan, and are checked prior to
registration not only in relation to the decreasing
trend in emissions but also regarding ecological
requirements such as: the project should be
carried out in land that was not forest at least
since December 1989 or in land that is part of a
fired forest areas. The project has to cover a
minimum area of 1 ha and a minimum tree

668 Catalufia

669 Galicia

570 Navarra

571 Murcia

572 | a Rioja )

57 Municipality of Madrid: Area de Gobierno de Desarrollo
Urbano or Portal web del Ayuntamiento de Madrid



https://dgmontes.org/procedimientos-subvenciones-y-becas
https://dgmontes.org/procedimientos-subvenciones-y-becas
https://dgmontes.org/detalle/-/journal_content/56_INSTANCE_DETALLE/16401/3787176
https://www.miteco.gob.es/es/cambio-climatico/temas/registro-huella/que_es_registro.html
https://mediambient.gencat.cat/es/05_ambits_dactuacio/educacio_i_sostenibilitat/tercer_sector_ambiental/ajuts_projectes_edu_sensibilizacio_ambiental/
https://www.xunta.gal/dog/Publicados/2022/20220125/AnuncioG0595-130122-0005_gl.html
https://www.navarra.es/es/-/medio-ambiente-destina-277-000-euros-para-proyectos-de-educacion-y-sensibilizacion-ambiental-voluntariado-ambiental-y-ciencia-ciudadana
https://murcianatural.carm.es/web/guest/ayudas-y-subvenciones
https://www.larioja.org/medio-ambiente/es/subvenciones
https://bosquemetropolitano.madrid.es/
https://bosquemetropolitano.madrid.es/
https://www.madrid.es/portales/munimadrid/es/Inicio/Vivienda-urbanismo-y-obras/Urbanismo/Bosque-Metropolitano/?vgnextfmt=default&vgnextoid=effb3c0a55e16710VgnVCM1000001d4a900aRCRD&vgnextchannel=2af331d3b28fe410VgnVCM1000000b205a0aRCRD
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canopy cover of at least 20% at maturity or a
potential height of the trees of 3 m at maturity.
Further the project has to ensure that the trees
remain (are not cut) for a minimum 30 years, so
the short-cycle crop forest trees are excluded.

An example of innovative financing that serves to
promote investment in tree planting derived from
corporate social responsibility are CO2
Revolution and Sylvestris. These start-ups
calculate and offset the carbon footprint of
companies through reforestation projects®’4.

Similarly, ReTree and Bosques Sostenibles are
dedicated to planting trees with funds provided by
companies as part of their corporate social
responsibility®7s.

Apadrina un Olivo, allows citizens, with an
annual contribution of EUR 60, to choose an
abandoned olive tree, name it and obtain 2L of
Extra Virgin Olive QOil per year®7s.

In 2021, the Motor Verde initiative, one of the
largest reforestation plans in Spain, was
launched with the objective of planting 60 million
trees®”’. This initiative promotes the
compensation of CO, emissions through large-
scale reforestation of land that has suffered fires
or wasteland due to agricultural abandonment.
The initiative was launched by the Repsol
Foundation together with the Sylvestris Group, a
company specialising in the tree planting area,
and has been joined by entities such as Banco
Santander, Enagas, llunion, the Pure Earth
Foundation, the government of the Principality of
Asturias and the Regional Government of
Extremadura, in a clear example of public-private
collaboration for environmental purposes®’®,

674 CO2 Revolution and Sylvestris
575 ReTree and Bosgues Sostenibles

676 Apadrina un Olivo
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Spanish Olympic Forest: Linked to the Olympic
Forest initiative which supports the Great Green
Wall in Africa, the Spanish Olympic Committee
(Comité Olimpico Espafiol, COE) has developed
the Spanish Olympic Forest initiative. The main
objective of this initiative is to contribute to
offsetting the carbon footprint of Spanish sport
and, in particular, to offset the carbon footprint
generated by Spain’s participation in Tokyo’s
Olympic Games through afforestation to
reforestation actions that are respectful of
biodiversity conservation objectives. Joined by
the Federation of Spanish Municipalities and the
Santander Bank it published a tender to select
five afforestation proposals. The conditions
include the use of native species, the planting of
a number of trees per hectare according to the
species involved and the commitment from each
municipality to conserve the planted forest for a
minimum period of five years, in order to ensure
its contribution to the conservation of biodiversity
and the mitigation of climate change and so that it
can be enjoyed by future generations. This
includes the maintenance and care of the planted
trees and the generated ecosystem, as well as
the replacement of those trees that perish once
the project has been carried out, in accordance
with the indications of the Spanish Forest Plan,
with the aim of guaranteeing the temporary
sustainability of the initiative. Under this project
the municipality of Murcia will plant 1 000 trees in
one hectare of Majal Blanco land. This specific
action will have a budget of EUR 38 541, which
will be covered by Banco Santander, so the cost
to the City Council would be zero but will be
responsible to maintaining the forest for five
years. Similar projects are developed by the City
Council of Las Palmas de Gran Canaria planting
3 000 trees and by the City Council of Pamplona

577 Motor Verde
578 E| Confidencial, Arranca uno de los mayores planes de
reforestacion de Espafia: 60 millones de arboles


https://retree.es/herramientas
https://www.fundacionrepsol.com/es/motor-verde
https://co2revolution.es/
file://///net1.cec.eu.int/ENV/D/1/3%20Policy%20Development/32%20Forest/2.%20EU%20Forest%20Strategy/3%20BILLION%20TREES/MILIEU%20CONTRACT/FUNDING%20GUIDELINES/Sylvestris
https://retree.es/herramientas
https://www.bosquessostenibles.com/
https://apadrinaunolivo.org/en
https://redagenda2030.es/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/Convocatoria-Bosque-Olimpico-Espanol-completa.pdf
https://www.fundacionrepsol.com/es/motor-verde
https://www.elconfidencial.com/medioambiente/2021-11-12/reforestacion-espana-proyecto-bra_3315517/
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planting 1 000 trees. All these initiatives serve as
carbon footprint compensation. The percentage
of CO, absorption generated by the project is
ceded by the municipality to the COE to offset the
carbon footprint of its activities and its
participation in the Olympic Games is set at 30/70
(30 % for the municipality and 70 % for the COE).

Healthy Cities: Developed by Sanitas, health
insurance company, this initiative proposes a
physical activity challenge, which consists of
each individual to walk 6 000 steps a day, and
another environmental one, leaving the car at
home one day a week, for a certain period of time
in order to promote healthy and sustainable
habits. For each participant that fulfils both
challenges, Sanitas commits to plant a tree within
the Forest of the Zaragozanos or the Madrid
Metropolitan Forest.

While there are not many cases of Payment of
Ecosystem Services (PES) in Spain, the
municipality Ansé-Fago in the Huesca Pyrenees
has developed an initiative in these towns (Anso
and Fago) with abundant hectares of well-
preserved forest and pasture, but facing rural
depopulation and low profitability of their natural
resources due to competition from forest products
from Landes or Finland. The municipality decided
to value its environmental services to give added
value to its forests, and thus be able to find
competitiveness in the market again. By raising
funds through its environmental services, an
economic flow would be created that would allow
its biomass plant to be reopened. By reopening
this plant, it would be possible to provide work for
several families in the area while promoting
sustainable forest management, reducing both
unemployment and depopulation as well as the
risk of fires®7°. This initiative is linked to the Smart
Village Strategy of Ansé. The project for Payment

7% GA Medioambiental
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of Ecosystem Services developed in the province
of Gerona, Catalonia, aims to promote
biodiversity through the conservation of mature
forest stands (parcels that have not had active
management in the last 50-100 years).
Payments are offered to forest owners for a
commitment to let these stands evolve naturally
for 30 years. The programme is financed through
the provincial budget and private donations; the
beneficiaries can be both private owners and
municipalities. The reward they receive is
intended to compensate for the loss of income,
calculated from the approved forest management
plan®,

580 EF| Policy Brief 7, Payment for Ecosystem Services, an
opportunity for Mediterranean forests, 2012.


https://corporativo.sanitas.es/sostenibilidad-sanitas/healthy-cities/
https://gamedioambiental.com/2021/03/03/el-pago-por-servicios-ambientales-una-herramienta-de-conservacion-diferente-y-necesaria/
https://gamedioambiental.com/2021/03/03/el-pago-por-servicios-ambientales-una-herramienta-de-conservacion-diferente-y-necesaria/
https://www.smartrural21.eu/wp-content/uploads/Anso_Smart-Village-Strategy.pdf
https://www.smartrural21.eu/wp-content/uploads/Anso_Smart-Village-Strategy.pdf
https://gamedioambiental.com/2021/03/03/el-pago-por-servicios-ambientales-una-herramienta-de-conservacion-diferente-y-necesaria/
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Funding Managing Contact Scope of Financing Additional Examples of
instrument institution Information support vehicles information relevant
(website) (scale, time projects
horizon funded
advisory
services if
available)
EU funding
ERDF - Ministry of Programme Grants and 2021-2027
regional Finance and Andalusia financial
Public function | ERDF 2021- instruments
Directorate for | 2027
European
Funds See
Subdireccion website
General de website
Gestion del
FEDER de la | and
Direccion website
General de
Fondos
Europeos. CONTACTS :
Secretaria
General de sgfeder@sepg
Fondos .hacienda.gob
Europeos. .es
Ministerio de
Hacienda y feuropeos.ceh
Funcién m@]m
Plblica ndalucia.es

Consejeria de
Economia,
Hacienda y
Fondos
Europeos —
Regional
Ministry of
Economy,
Finance and
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https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/in-your-country/programmes/2021-2027/es/2021es16rfpr002_en
https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/in-your-country/programmes/2021-2027/es/2021es16rfpr002_en
https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/in-your-country/programmes/2021-2027/es/2021es16rfpr002_en
https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/in-your-country/programmes/2021-2027/es/2021es16rfpr002_en
https://www.extenda.es/fondos-europeos-andalucia
https://www.juntadeandalucia.es/organismos/economiahaciendayfondoseuropeos/consejeria/sgpgfe/dgfe.html
https://www.fondoseuropeos.hacienda.gob.es/sitios/dgfc/es-ES/eaw_tb_FEDER/Paginas/eaw_tb_FEDER.aspx
mailto:sgfeder@sepg.hacienda.gob.es
mailto:sgfeder@sepg.hacienda.gob.es
mailto:sgfeder@sepg.hacienda.gob.es
mailto:feuropeos.cehyfe@juntadeandalucia.es
mailto:feuropeos.cehyfe@juntadeandalucia.es
mailto:feuropeos.cehyfe@juntadeandalucia.es
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Funding Managing Contact Scope of Financing Additional Examples of
instrument institution Information support vehicles information relevant
(website) (scale, time projects
horizon funded
advisory
services if
available)
European
Funds
Avenida
Carlos Ill, 2.
Isla de la
Cartuja,
Sevilla
See website
ERDF - Consejeria de | (Interreg VI-B) Grants and 2021-2027
Interreg Economiay South West financial
Hacienda Europe instruments
Gobierno de (SUDOE)
Cantabria
ERDF - Subdireccion (Interreg VI-A) Grants and 2021-2027
Interreg General de Spain- financial
Cooperacion Portugal instruments
Territorial (POCTEP)
Europea.
Ministerio de
Hacienda y
Funcion
Publica
(Espafia)
RRF Consejeria de | website Funding line of | Grants and
Universidad, EUR 6 million financial
Investigacion and to fund instruments
e Innovacion - | website biodiversity
Junta de research
Andalucia projects that
(Andalusia) CONTACTS: promote the
adaptation of
sgt.cuii@junta | natural systems

deandalucia.e
s

sgii.cuii@junta
deandalucia.e

to climate
change and
mitigate its
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https://www.juntadeandalucia.es/organismos/economiahaciendayfondoseuropeos/consejeria/sgpgfe/dgfe.html
https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/in-your-country/programmes/2021-2027/es/2021tc16rftn006_en
https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/in-your-country/programmes/2021-2027/es/2021tc16rftn006_en
https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/in-your-country/programmes/2021-2027/es/2021tc16rftn006_en
https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/in-your-country/programmes/2021-2027/es/2021tc16rftn006_en
https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/in-your-country/programmes/2021-2027/es/2021tc16rfcb005_en
https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/in-your-country/programmes/2021-2027/es/2021tc16rfcb005_en
https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/in-your-country/programmes/2021-2027/es/2021tc16rfcb005_en
https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/in-your-country/programmes/2021-2027/es/2021tc16rfcb005_en
http://www.juntadeandalucia.es/presidencia/portavoz/educacion/179511/ConsejeriadeUniversidad/ayudas/proyectos/biodiversidad/cambioclimatico
https://www.juntadeandalucia.es/organismos/universidadinvestigacioneinnovacion/consejeria/sgii/dgfi.html
mailto:sgt.cuii@juntadeandalucia.es
mailto:sgt.cuii@juntadeandalucia.es
mailto:sgt.cuii@juntadeandalucia.es
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Funding Managing Contact Scope of Financing Additional Examples of
instrument institution Information support vehicles information relevant
(website) (scale, time projects
horizon funded
advisory
services if
available)
S effects
RRF Gobierno de See website, Grants for Grants and
Aragon website and biodiversity financial
Departamento | website conservation instruments
de Agricultura, actions
Ganaderia 'y
Medio
Ambiente
RRF Consejeria de | website Call to provide Grants and
Medio Rural y funding of up to | financial
Cohesion EUR 100 000 instruments
Territorial - to
Principado de municipalities
Asturias. to carry out
projects for the
conservation
and
management of
biodiversity and
natural
resources
RRF Conselleria website Financial aid for | Grants and 2023-2024
del Medio the promotion financial
Rural, Galicia of chestnut instruments
plantations
RRF Consejeria website Grants Grants and
Castillay promoting the financial
Leon conservation instruments
and
management of
biodiversity and
natural
resources
RRF Consejeria de | website Grants for Grants and 2022 — 2024
sustainable financial
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https://femp-fondos-europa.es/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/orden-agm-530-22.pdf
https://www.aragon.es/-/actuaciones-feder-2014-2020
https://www.aragon.es/-/fondos-feder-y-cambio-climatico
https://sede.asturias.es/bopa/2022/09/30/2022-07235.pdf
https://www.xunta.gal/dog/Publicados/2023/20230203/AnuncioG0426-301222-0010_es.html
https://www.tramitacastillayleon.jcyl.es/web/jcyl/AdministracionElectronica/es/Plantilla100Detalle/1251181050732/enlaces/1285175717163/Propuesta
https://www.juntaex.es/w/0633622
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Additional
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available)

WE GROW
TOGETHER

[

Examples of
relevant
projects
funded

RRF

Balearic
Islands

website

Funding for
Biodiversity
Research
Projects

Grants and
financial
instruments

2023 - 2025

RRF

Valencia

website

Grants to
Support the
development of
actions and
measures for
biodiversity

RRF

Madrid City
Hall

website

EUR 2.6 million
to support
actions for the
Metropolitan
Forest project,
in particular the
recovery of the
Manzanares-
Gavia-Bulera
riparian
ecosystem in
the part of the
project where
the forest
ecosystem is
not lacking
water.

Grants and
financial
instruments

LIFE

Neiker-
Instituto
Vasco de
Investigacion
y Desarrollo

Ministerio
para la
Transicion
Ecolbgica
Subdirector
General de la

Promoting
sustainable
forestry
project (LIFE
TOKEN CO2)

2022 - 2027

Climate-
resilient
agroforestry in
northwest
Iberia (LIFE
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https://www.caib.es/seucaib/ca/arxiuServlet?id=5407732
https://www.gva.es/es/inicio/procedimientos?id_proc=22810&version=amp
https://www.madrid.es/portales/munimadrid/es/Inicio/Vivienda-urbanismo-y-obras/Urbanismo/Un-proyecto-del-Bosque-Metropolitano-recibira-2-6-millones-de-euros-y-contribuira-a-la-restauracion-del-ecosistema-fluvial-Manzanares-Gavia-Bulera/?vgnextfmt=default&vgnextoid=ec03ee66a42b3810VgnVCM1000001d4a900aRCRD&vgnextchannel=2af331d3b28fe410VgnVCM1000000b205a0aRCRD
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/life/publicWebsite/project/details/101074445
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/life/publicWebsite/project/details/101074445
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/life/publicWebsite/project/details/101074445
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/life/publicWebsite/project/details/101074445
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/life/publicWebsite/project/details/101074445
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(website) (scale, time projects
horizon funded
advisory
services if
available)

Agrario Oficina Better SILFORE)
Presupuestari | conservation
a of
. Mediterranean
Email: forests (LIFE
rsxucla@mite | GOPROFOR
co.€s; MED)
imblopez@mit | Climate
€C0.€S; mltlgatlon
through land
bzn- management
life@miteco.e | jn mining
s areas (LIFE
CARBON2MIN
E
Horizon For the Nature-based
Europe Horizon Solutions
Europe (NBS) to fight
Obijective: against climate
Health , Food, | change and
Bioeconomy, biodiversity loss
Natural
Resources,
Agriculture
and
Environment,
and in
particular for
Natural

resources and
environment

website

Organisation:
CDTI
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mailto:rsxucla@miteco.es
mailto:rsxucla@miteco.es
mailto:jmblopez@miteco.es
mailto:jmblopez@miteco.es
mailto:bzn-life@miteco.es
mailto:bzn-life@miteco.es
mailto:bzn-life@miteco.es
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/life/publicWebsite/project/details/101074445
https://www.horizonteeuropa.es/alimentacion-bioeconomia-recursos-naturales-agricultura-medioambiente
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available)
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Examples of
relevant
projects
funded

lydia.gonzalez
@cdti.es
marta.conde
@cdti.es
With the
coopeartion of
CIEMAT
anamaria.tard
on@ciemat.es
National funding
Funding at Ministry for website Grants, on a
the national Ecological competitive
level Transition and basis, for
the NGOs and
Demographic associations to
Challenge develop
activities for the
protection of
the
environment
Funding at Biodiversity website Public state-run
the national Foundation foundation-
level also publishes
periodically
grants for the
development of
activities in the
field of
biodiversity,
climate change
and sustainable
development
Funding at Generalitat de | See website Grants to
the regional Catalunya and website support
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mailto:marta.conde@cdti.es
mailto:marta.conde@cdti.es
mailto:anamaria.tardon@ciemat.es
mailto:anamaria.tardon@ciemat.es
https://www.miteco.gob.es/es/biodiversidad/ayudas-y-subvenciones/
https://fundacion-biodiversidad.es/buscador-de-convocatorias/
https://mediambient.gencat.cat/es/05_ambits_dactuacio/educacio_i_sostenibilitat/tercer_sector_ambiental/ajuts_projectes_edu_sensibilizacio_ambiental/
https://mediambient.gencat.cat/es/05_ambits_dactuacio/educacio_i_sostenibilitat/tercer_sector_ambiental/ajuts_projectes_edu_sensibilizacio_ambiental/aprenentatge-servei-serveicomunitari-ambiental/
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Managing
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Contact
Information
(website)

secretaria.acci

oclimatica@g

encat.cat

General
Directorate for
Environmental

Scope of
support

association,

cooperatives,
or
Environmental
NGOs actions
on education
and awareness
raising

Additional
information
(scale, time
horizon
advisory
services if
available)

Financing
vehicles

WE GROW
TOGETHER

[

Examples of
relevant
projects
funded

Alimentacion y
Medio

policy and
natural
environment:
dgpamn.accio
climatica@ge
ncat.cat
Funding at Cantabria website Funding regime
the regional Government, to promote
level Subdirectorate forest
General for investments in
Environment agricultural
exploitations
Forestr and
DG Forest m\é de\(elopment
actions and use
of forests in
) ) - rural area
Gobierno de Direccion implementing
Cantabria General de
I Biodiversidad, | L2V 6/1984, of
Subdireccion Medi " | October 29, on
General de eaio the Protection
Medio Ambiente y d Promotion
Ambiente Cambio aPN ive F
Climatico of Native Forest
Direccion Consejeria de Species.
General de Desarrollo
Montes Rural,
Ganaderia,
Pesca,
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mailto:secretaria.accioclimatica@gencat.cat
mailto:secretaria.accioclimatica@gencat.cat
mailto:secretaria.accioclimatica@gencat.cat
mailto:dgpamn.accioclimatica@gencat.cat
mailto:dgpamn.accioclimatica@gencat.cat
mailto:dgpamn.accioclimatica@gencat.cat
https://dgmontes.org/procedimientos-subvenciones-y-becas
https://dgmontes.org/detalle/-/journal_content/56_INSTANCE_DETALLE/16401/3787176
https://dgmontes.org/detalle/-/journal_content/56_INSTANCE_DETALLE/16401/3787176
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Funding Managing Contact Scope of Financing Additional Examples of
instrument institution Information support vehicles information relevant
(website) (scale, time projects
horizon funded
advisory
services if
available)
Ambiente
Funding at First website Grants to
regional level | Vicepresidenc support
y and association,
Regional cooperatives,
Ministry for or
Presidency, environmental
Junta of NGOs actions
Galicia on education
Vicepresidenci | website — for ?arlwigir?wareness
. g
a primeray 2023
Consejeria de
Presidencia,
Junta de
Galicia
Funding at General website Grants to
regional level | Directorate for support
Environment, association,
Navarra cooperatives,
Direccion or
General de environmental
Medio NGOs actions
Ambiente, on education
Navarra and awareness
raising
Funding at Regional
regional level | Ministry for
Agriculture,
rural
development,
climate
emergency
and ecological
transition,
Generalitat of
Valencia
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https://www.xunta.gal/dog/Publicados/2022/20220125/AnuncioG0595-130122-0005_gl.html
https://sede.xunta.gal/detalle-procedemento?codtram=PR483A
https://www.navarra.es/es/-/medio-ambiente-destina-277-000-euros-para-proyectos-de-educacion-y-sensibilizacion-ambiental-voluntariado-ambiental-y-ciencia-ciudadana
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¥
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Funding Managing Contact Scope of Financing Additional Examples of
instrument institution Information support vehicles information relevant
(website) (scale, time projects
horizon funded
advisory
services if
available)
Consejeria de
Agricultura,
desarrollo
rural,
emergencia
climatica y
transicion
ecologica,
Generalitat
Valenciana
Regional Comunidad de | website Grants to
funding Madrid finance
environmental
activities and
projects carried
out by NGOs.
Funding is
provided,
among other
activities, for
the
conservation of
the flora and
fauna of the
Community of
Madrid and for
the
preservation of
biodiversity in
the Natura
2000 areas
Local level Ayuntamiento | website Support to the
funding de Madrid/ implementation
of the Madrid
S . Metropolitan
Madrid cityhall | website Forest.
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https://sede.comunidad.madrid/base-reguladora/subvenciones-financiar-realizacion-actividades-proyectos-ambientales-comunidad
https://bosquemetropolitano.madrid.es/
https://www.madrid.es/portales/munimadrid/es/Inicio/Vivienda-urbanismo-y-obras/Urbanismo/Bosque-Metropolitano/?vgnextfmt=default&vgnextoid=effb3c0a55e16710VgnVCM1000001d4a900aRCRD&vgnextchannel=2af331d3b28fe410VgnVCM1000000b205a0aRCRD
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Examples of
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projects
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Funding at
regional level

Region de
Murcia

website

and website

Providing
financial
support for the
sustainable
management of
forest
Resources
based on Order
132, of
07.06.2008 on
the sustainable
management of
forestry
resources.

Funding at
regional level

La Rioja

website

Provides
financial
support for the
sustainable
management of
forest
resources

Innovative funding

National level
funding

Spain -
Ministry for
Ecological
Transition and
Demographic
Challenge

Carbon
footprint

Reqistry

Provides
access to
carbon credits
or CO2
emissions
offsets through
new forest /
tree planting
initiatives.

Private
sector

Spain

COo2
Revolution
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https://murcianatural.carm.es/web/guest/ayudas-y-subvenciones
https://murcianatural.carm.es/web/guest/ayudas-y-subvenciones/-/asset_publisher/lc8T/content/101705?_101_INSTANCE_lc8T_redirect=%2Fweb%2Fguest%2Fayudas-y-subvenciones%3Fp_p_id%3D101_INSTANCE_lc8T%26p_p_lifecycle%3D0%26p_p_state%3Dnormal%26p_p_mode%3Dview%26p_p_col_id%3Dcolumn-4%26p_p_col_pos%3D3%26p_p_col_count%3D4%26_101_INSTANCE_lc8T_delta%3D5%26_101_INSTANCE_lc8T_keywords%3D%26_101_INSTANCE_lc8T_advancedSearch%3Dfalse%26_101_INSTANCE_lc8T_andOperator%3Dtrue%26cur%3D2&assetId=101705
https://www.larioja.org/medio-ambiente/es/subvenciones
https://www.miteco.gob.es/es/cambio-climatico/temas/registro-huella/que_es_registro.html
https://co2revolution.es/
https://co2revolution.es/
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Funding Managing Contact Scope of Financing Additional Examples of
instrument institution Information support vehicles information relevant
(website) (scale, time projects
horizon funded
advisory
services if
available)
Private Spain Sylvestris
sector (supported as
well by Repsol
foundation)
Private Spain ReTree
sector
Private Spain Bosques
sector Sostenibles
Private Spain Apadrina un
sector Olivo
Private and Spain Motor verde
public
cooperation w@
undacionreps
ol.com
Private Spain Spanish Linked to the
Olympic Olympic Forest
Committee initiative which
supports the
Great Green
Wall in Africa,
the Spanish
Olympic
Committee
(Comité
Olimpico
Espafiol, COE)
has developed
the Spanish
Olympic Forest
initiative
Private and Spain Sanitas — This initiative
public Healthy Cities: | proposes a
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https://gruposylvestris.com/
https://retree.es/herramientas
https://www.bosquessostenibles.com/
https://www.bosquessostenibles.com/
https://apadrinaunolivo.org/en
https://apadrinaunolivo.org/en
https://www.fundacionrepsol.com/es/motor-verde
mailto:motorverde@fundacionrepsol.com
mailto:motorverde@fundacionrepsol.com
mailto:motorverde@fundacionrepsol.com
https://redagenda2030.es/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/Convocatoria-Bosque-Olimpico-Espanol-completa.pdf
https://redagenda2030.es/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/Convocatoria-Bosque-Olimpico-Espanol-completa.pdf
https://redagenda2030.es/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/Convocatoria-Bosque-Olimpico-Espanol-completa.pdf
https://corporativo.sanitas.es/sostenibilidad-sanitas/healthy-cities/
https://corporativo.sanitas.es/sostenibilidad-sanitas/healthy-cities/
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Managing
institution

Contact
Information
(website)

Developed by
Sanitas,
Health
insurance
company

Scope of
support

physical activity

challenge, to
promote
healthy and
sustainable
habits. For
each participant
that fulfils both
challenges,
Sanitas
commits to
plant a tree
within the
Forest of the
Zaragozanos or
the Madrid
Metropolitan
Forest.

Financing
vehicles

Additional
information
(scale, time
horizon
advisory
services if
available)

WE GROW
TOGETHER

[

Examples of
relevant
projects
funded

Local

Ans0, Huesca

Municipality
decided to
value its forest
environmental
services to

give them
added value

Initiative from
the Municipality
of Anso giving
economic value
to the forest
and thus be
able to find
competitivenes
s in the market
again. By
raising funds
through its
environmental
services, an
economic flow
would be
created that
would allow for
the reopening
of its biomass
plant.

PES

Information
only at testing
phase
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https://gamedioambiental.com/2021/03/03/el-pago-por-servicios-ambientales-una-herramienta-de-conservacion-diferente-y-necesaria/
https://gamedioambiental.com/2021/03/03/el-pago-por-servicios-ambientales-una-herramienta-de-conservacion-diferente-y-necesaria/
https://gamedioambiental.com/2021/03/03/el-pago-por-servicios-ambientales-una-herramienta-de-conservacion-diferente-y-necesaria/
https://gamedioambiental.com/2021/03/03/el-pago-por-servicios-ambientales-una-herramienta-de-conservacion-diferente-y-necesaria/
https://gamedioambiental.com/2021/03/03/el-pago-por-servicios-ambientales-una-herramienta-de-conservacion-diferente-y-necesaria/
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Funding
instrument

Managing
institution

Local level
funding

Girona,
Catalonia

Contact
Information
(website)

Municipality of
Girona

Scope of
support

Payment of

Ecosystem
Services

developed in
the province of
Gerona,
Catalonia, aims
to promote
biodiversity
through the
conservation of
mature forest
stands (parcels
that have not
had active
management in
the last 50-100
years). By
offering forest
owners
payments to let
these stands
evolve naturally
for 30 years.

Financing
vehicles

PES

Additional
information
(scale, time

horizon
advisory
services if
available)

2008-...

Information
only at testing
phase

WE GROW
TOGETHER

[

Examples of
relevant
projects
funded
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https://www.efi.int/sites/default/files/files/publication-bank/2018/efi_wsctu5_vol1_2014.pdf
https://www.efi.int/sites/default/files/files/publication-bank/2018/efi_wsctu5_vol1_2014.pdf
https://www.efi.int/sites/default/files/files/publication-bank/2018/efi_wsctu5_vol1_2014.pdf

FINANCING SOURCES IN SWEDEN



Abbreviations used

EAFRD European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development

ERDF European Regional Development Fund

CAP Common Agricultural Policy

JTF Just Transition Fund

MSB Swedish Civil Contingencies Agency (Myndingheten for samhallsskydd och beredskap)
MUCF Swedish Agency for Youth and Civil Society

NCP National Contact Point

RRF Recovery and Resilience Facility

RRP Recovery and Resilience Plan
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The largest funding with potential for tree-planting
initiatives in Sweden comes from the Common
Agricultural Policy (CAP) funds, with about SEK 60
billion (approx. EUR 5.3 hillion) available for
climate and environmental measures. Other EU
funding sources available in Sweden for climate
and environmental measures are the European
Regional Development Fund (ERDF), Horizon
Europe, and the LIFE Programme. Each has a
National Contact Point hosted by the relevant
public agency in Sweden, which may be of help to
potential applicants.

Several national funding sources target different
kinds of climate and environmental investments
and are available to different kinds of actors. This
report identifies eight different national funding
sources, including for investments in green
infrastructure, sustainable forest management,
research, adaptation of transport infrastructure the
effects of climate change, and preventive
measures against environmental disasters. Green
bonds are also available, e.g. for environmental
and climate adaptation projects in municipalities.

The following sections provide some brief
information on potential funding opportunities for
tree planting in Sweden. They are followed by a
summary table with practical links and contact
information.

EU Funding sources
9
s under shared
management

As part of the Cohesion Policy, there are nine
programmes under the ERDF in Sweden: Ovre
Norrland, Mellersta Norrland, Norra Mellansverige,
Ostra Mellansverige, Stockholm, Vastsverige,
Smaéland och Oarna, Skane-Blekinge, and the
National Regional Development Fund. The
Swedish Agency for Economic and Regional
Growth (Tillvaxtverket), a public agency that

881 Tillvaxtverket, Mal och inriktning for Regionalfonden, 2023
%2 European Commission, EU Cohesion Policy: €155.7 million
for a just climate transition in Sweden

683 Regeringskansliet, Sveriges strategiska plan for den
gemensamma jordbrukspolitiken 2023-2027, 2022
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promotes sustainable growth, is the responsible
authority. During the ERDF programming period
2021-2027, it will distribute SEK 8 billion (approx.
EUR 863 million) to projects for sustainable
development and employment in Sweden. Projects
are supported under three overall themes: a 1)
smarter, 2) greener, and 3) more connected
Europe®!. There is potential for tree-planting
projects mainly under the PO2 - Greener Europe
objective (EUR 214 million), such as within theme
2.4, adaptation to climate change (see summary
table).

Sweden will also receive about EUR 156 million
from the Just Transition Fund (JTF) to help the
steel industry in Norrbotten, the metal industry in
Vasterbotten (both counties located in Upper
Norrland), and the cement industry on the island of
Gotland (located in the NUTS2 region Smaland
och Oarna) in their industrial transformation
towards carbon neutrality.®82 However, none of the
JTF interventions is specifically targeting
biodiversity.

Funding allocated from the Common Agricultural
Policy (CAP) is managed by each Member State
via its CAP Strategic Plan. In the current period,
this plan applies to the years 2023 to 2027. The
Swedish CAP Strategic Plan describes the goals,
supports and funding available%83, The total budget
for Sweden is about SEK 60 billion (approx. EUR
5.3 billion). Support and funding will be given to%84;

« Annual renumeration for climate and
environmental measures, such as
ecological  production, and carbon
sequestration (about EUR 3.1 billion);

. Multiannual renumeration for climate and
environmental measures, such as the
management of wetlands and pastures
(about EUR 2.2 billion);

. Project-based support, such as to different
environmental measures or innovative
solutions.

The Swedish Board of Agriculture

584 Jordbruksverket, Strategiska planen for EU:s jordbrukspolitik
2023-2027, 2022, https://jordbruksverket.se/stod/eus-politik-for-
jordbruk-och-fiske/strategiska-planen--for-eus-jordbrukspolitik



https://tillvaxtverket.se/tillvaxtverket/sokfinansiering/omvaraolikastod/eufinansieratstod/regionalfonden/malochinriktningforregionalfonden.1729.html
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_22_5316
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_22_5316
https://www.regeringen.se/regeringens-politik/landsbygd-livsmedel-och-areella-naringar/sveriges-strategiska-plan-for-den-gemensamma-jordbrukspolitiken-20232027/
https://www.regeringen.se/regeringens-politik/landsbygd-livsmedel-och-areella-naringar/sveriges-strategiska-plan-for-den-gemensamma-jordbrukspolitiken-20232027/
https://jordbruksverket.se/stod/eus-politik-for-jordbruk-och-fiske/strategiska-planen--for-eus-jordbrukspolitik
https://jordbruksverket.se/stod/eus-politik-for-jordbruk-och-fiske/strategiska-planen--for-eus-jordbrukspolitik
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(Jordbruksverket) is responsible for enabling

supports and will also develop the necessary
information and online support (see summary
table)®85,

EU Funding sources
under direct
management

LY\
‘Q‘
[~

Sweden’s Innovation Agency (Vinnova) is the NCP
for Horizon Europe in Sweden and may provide
advice and guidance to potential applicants8® (see
summary table).

Applications for LIFE funding are via the EU
application portal, but the Swedish Environmental
Protection Agency (Naturvardsverket) — the NCP
for LIFE — may provide advice and guidance to
potential applicants®8’ (see summary table). LIFE
funding is subject to considerable competition: in
2021, there were 14 applicants from Sweden, of
which four were successful. Two were granted
support for nature-related projects (TRIWA LIFE
and LIFE2 TAIGA)®es,

Under the Recovery and Resilience Facility
(RRF), Sweden’s national Recovery and
Resilience Plan (RRP) allocates about EUR 220
million from the RRF from 2021 to 2023 for
compensation to owners of valuable nature as a
result of land use limitations. Of this, about EUR
50 million is allocated for 2023. About EUR 570
million is allocated to the scheme ‘Klimatklivet’58°
(see section 2.3).

585 Jordbruksverket, Utbetalningsplan for jordbrukarstéden
2023-2027, 2023

886 VVinnova, Horisont Europa, 2023

587 Naturvardsverket, LIFE — bidrag till miljé, klimat och
naturprojekt, 2023

688 TRIWA LIFE and LIFE2 TAIGA

689 Regeringskansliet, Sveriges aterhamtningsplan, 2021

6% Naturvardsverket, Klimatklivet — stod till klimatinvesteringar,
2023
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3 National funding
sources

Several national funding sources are potentially
available in Sweden for tree planting, including:

. Klimatklivet: Provides support to physical
climate-related investments until 2026 (except
private individuals). Information is available at
the website of the Swedish Environmental
Protection Agency®% and applications are via
the County Administrative Boards’ online
portal®¥1. The support is partly financed by
NextGenerationEU;

. Support to measures for the restoration
and management of meadows and
pastures (including silvopasture), available
for farmers and land managers until further
notice. Information is available at the website
of the Swedish Environmental Protection
Agency®9?;

. LONA: Supports local projects for
environmental management and the
establishment of green infrastructure.
Municipalities may have 50% of their costs
reimbursed. There is a contact person at each
regional County Administrative Board8%;

. Support for different forestry measures is
available via the Swedish Forest Agency
(Skogsstyrelsen)%4 and the County
Administrative Boards. The Swedish Forest
Agency manages the Nokas fund, which
provides funding to measures for nature and
cultural environments in the forest (e,g.
enhancing biodiversity). Funding is available
for forest landowners and those who have the
landowner’s authorisation to apply for funding.
Up to 70% of a project’s costs can be covered

91 | ansstyrelserna, Ansokan om klimatinvesteringsstod, 2023,
https://www.lansstyrelsen.se/stockholm/miljo-och-vatten/energi-
och-klimat/klimatinvesteringsstod.html

592 Naturvardsverket, Erséttning for atgarder i &ngs- och
betesmarker, 2023

693 Naturvardsverket, Kontaktpersoner pa lansstyrelserna —
Lokala naturvardssatsningen (LONA), 2023

%4 Skogsstyrelsen, Stod och bidrag, 2022



https://jordbruksverket.se/stod/jordbruk-tradgard-och-rennaring/sam-ansokan-och-allmant-om-jordbrukarstoden/utbetalningsplan-2023-2027
https://www.vinnova.se/m/horisont-europa/
https://www.naturvardsverket.se/bidrag/life/
https://www.naturvardsverket.se/bidrag/life/
https://www.naturvardsverket.se/bidrag/life/resultat-av-life-bidrag-i-sverige/
https://www.regeringen.se/contentassets/dad10f1743b64c78a1c5b2d71f81a6eb/sveriges-aterhamtningsplan.pdf
https://www.naturvardsverket.se/bidrag/klimatklivet/
https://www.lansstyrelsen.se/stockholm/miljo-och-vatten/energi-och-klimat/klimatinvesteringsstod.html
https://www.lansstyrelsen.se/stockholm/miljo-och-vatten/energi-och-klimat/klimatinvesteringsstod.html
https://www.naturvardsverket.se/bidrag/%20ersattning-for-atgarder-i-angs--och-betesmarker/
https://www.naturvardsverket.se/bidrag/%20ersattning-for-atgarder-i-angs--och-betesmarker/
https://www.naturvardsverket.se/bidrag/%20ersattning-for-atgarder-i-angs--och-betesmarker/
https://www.naturvardsverket.se/bidrag/%20ersattning-for-atgarder-i-angs--och-betesmarker/
https://www.skogsstyrelsen.se/aga-skog/stod-och-bidrag/
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via this fund®9s;

. The National Research Programme for
Sustainable Community Building makes
SEK 125 million available each year between
2017 and 2027%%, It is managed by
FORMAS. Types of projects eligible for
funding are described in its strategic agenda
and include measures for climate
adaptation®97;

. Project funding from InfraSweden for projects
that focus on adapting transport infrastructure
to the effects of climate change. The budget
is SEK 15 million per year 2023-2025 and can
finance projects to up to 50% of their costs.
Eligible projects that get funding below SEK 1
million must involve two parties and run for 12
months maximum, while projects that get
funding of over SEK 1 million must involve at
least three parties and run for 36 months
maximum®%, The responsible authority is the
Swedish Transport Administration
(Trafikverket);

. Municipalities can apply for funding from the
Swedish Civil Contingencies Agency
(Myndingheten for samhallsskydd och
beredskap) for preventive measures against
natural disasters, such as erosion. The
budget is SEK 520 million per year®9s,

. The Swedish Agency for Youth and Civil
Society (MUCF) distributes government
funding to both large and small civil society
organisations. Funding is available for
individual projects and organisation
management. There is currently no project-
specific support for environmental projects,
but many civil society organisations working
in nature and the environment receive support

5% Skogssyrelsen, Stad till natur- och kulturmiljovardsatgarder i
skogen (Nokas), 2023

5% Formas, Finansierade projekt, 2023

897 Forskningsradet for miljo, areella naringar och
samhallsbyggande (Formas), Forskning for ett transformativt
och hallbart samhallsbyggande: Strategisk agenda for det
nationella forskningsprogrammet for hallbart
samhallsbyggande, 2021

5% |nfra Sweden, Klimatneutral och klimatresilient
transportinfrastruktur, 2023

9% Myndigheten for Samhallsskydd och Beredskap (MSB),
2022

700 Myndigheten for ungdoms- och civilsamhallesfragor, 2023

Wil
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from MUCF7%. Support to civil society
organisations is also given by municipalities.
Support is not necessarily given to projects or
organisations due to their environmental
efforts, but there are environmental
organisations that receive support.
Applications are via the municipality or region
and must meet certain criteria’?.

b 4
IO\

Innovative funding
sources

The Swedish local government funding agency
(Kummuninvest) issues green bonds, e.g., for
environmental and climate adaptation projects in
municipalities”2. The sustainability criteria require
all projects to support the climate transition,
integrate with the municipal/regional strategic
environmental actions, be compatible with the
national or regional environmental targets, and
either focus on environmental management or
have a target for climate change mitigation or
adaptations.

Most of the main banks in Sweden (Swedbank,
Nordea, SEB, Handelsbanken) issue green bonds.
Their green bond frameworks indicate that funding
may be given to environmentally sustainable
management of living natural resources and land
use such as sustainable forestry?04.

There are several examples of crowdfunding
initiatives in Sweden, both for climate
compensation and philanthropic reasons, including
via gift-based models. However, common
platforms such as Vi-skogen?% or

01 Stockholms Stad, Stod till féreningar och organisationer

702 Kommuninvest, Gréna lan, 2023,
https://kommuninvest.se/for-kunder/vara-produkter/grona-lan-2/
703 Kommuninvest, Beréttigade projekt och hallbarhetskriterier,
2023, https://kommuninvest.se/for-kunder/vara-
produkter/grona-lan-2/berattigade-projekt-och-
hallbarhetskriterier/

704 Nordea, Nordea Green Funding Framework 2022, 2022;
SEB, SEB's Green Bond Framework 2022, 2022;
Handelsbanken, Handelsbanken Green Bond Framework 2022,
2022; Swedbank, Swedbank Sustainable Funding Framework
2022, 2022

%5 vi-skogen, Stod oss, 2023



https://www.skogsstyrelsen.se/aga-skog/stod-och-bidrag/nokas/
https://www.skogsstyrelsen.se/aga-skog/stod-och-bidrag/nokas/
https://formas.se/om-formas/vad-vi-gor/nationella-forskningsprogram/hallbart-samhallsbyggande.html#h-Finansieradeprojekt
https://formas.se/download/18.464f1e6517dc281eb12193b3/1641999871224/r6-2021-forskning-for-ett-transformativt-och-hallbart-samhallsbyggande.pdf
https://formas.se/download/18.464f1e6517dc281eb12193b3/1641999871224/r6-2021-forskning-for-ett-transformativt-och-hallbart-samhallsbyggande.pdf
https://www.infrasweden.nu/klimatneutral/
https://www.infrasweden.nu/klimatneutral/
https://www.mucf.se/
https://foreningsservice.stockholm/stod-till-foreningar-och-kulturaktorer/
https://kommuninvest.se/for-kunder/vara-produkter/grona-lan-2/
https://www.nordea.com/en/doc/nordea-green-funding-framework-2022final.pdf
https://webapp.sebgroup.com/mb/mblib.nsf/dld/5B4B0C86A07FD173C12587DF004C18DE?opendocument
https://www.handelsbanken.com/tron/xgpu/info/contents/v1/document/72-150724
https://internetbank.swedbank.se/ConditionsEarchive/download?bankid=1111&id=WEBDOC-PRODE125851649
https://viskogen.se/stod-oss/
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Klimatkompensera.se’% only plant trees in
countries outside the EU, mainly in developing
countries. Nevertheless, there are platforms such
as Plantmore”” and Naturarvet’8 that collect
donations and climate compensation investments
for tree-planting projects in Sweden.

Ecological compensation can be used to
compensate exploitation and land use by providing
new environmental values in other areas. A report
by the Swedish Environmental Protection Agency
reports that 22% of Swedish municipalities have
worked with the concept in their physical planning
processes. However, there is no evidence of any
ecological compensation pools in Sweden?%9,

Business@Biodiversity Sweden is a network for
companies that want to focus on biodiversity from
a business perspective, such as how to finance
biodiversity projects’°. The work of LKAB (a
Swedish State-owned mining company, which is to
receive also some JTF support) and its network
provide examples of ecological compensation
projects and improvement of biodiversity to draw
benefits from ecosystem services, such as water
purification, clean air, and mitigation of noise**.

06 Klimatkompensera, Vara project, 2023 som verktyg i miliomalsarbetet: Syntes fran en

07 Plantmore, 2023 forskningssatsning, Naturvardsverket, 2023

%8 Naturarvet, Stod oss, 2023 710 Business@Biodiversity Sweden, 2023

7 Jgnsson, K. ., Widenfalk, L. A., Bergstrom, L., Elofsson, K., 7111 KAB, Biologisk mangfald pd LKAB — en forutsattning for
Alkan Olsson, J., Ockinger, E., Karlsson, M., Hanson, H., Cole, verksamheten, 2021

S., Josefsson, J. and Josefsson, H., Ekologisk kompensation
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https://klimatkompensera.se/vara-projekt/
https://plantmore.com/
https://naturarvet.se/stod-oss/
https://www.naturvardsverket.se/4a6940/globalassets/media/publikationer-pdf/6900/978-91-620-6993-3.pdf
https://www.naturvardsverket.se/4a6940/globalassets/media/publikationer-pdf/6900/978-91-620-6993-3.pdf
https://www.naturvardsverket.se/4a6940/globalassets/media/publikationer-pdf/6900/978-91-620-6993-3.pdf
https://www.businessandbiodiversity.se/
https://lkab.com/nyheter/biologisk-mangfald-pa-lkab-en-forutsattning-for-verksamheten/#:~:text=Inom%20LKAB%20drar%20vi%20nytta,%2C%20s%C3%A4ger%20Linda%20Bjurholt%2C%20milj%C3%B6chef
https://lkab.com/nyheter/biologisk-mangfald-pa-lkab-en-forutsattning-for-verksamheten/#:~:text=Inom%20LKAB%20drar%20vi%20nytta,%2C%20s%C3%A4ger%20Linda%20Bjurholt%2C%20milj%C3%B6chef
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EU funding under shared management

Scope of
support

Financing
vehicles

Additional
information
(scale, time
horizon
advisory
services if
available)
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Examples of
relevant
projects
funded

European Swedish CAP Strategic | SEK 60 billion | Yearly and Swedish Programming
Agricultural Board of Plan, see (EUR 5.3 multiannual Board of period has just
Fund for Agriculture website billion), e.g. subsidies, and | Agriculture is begun
Rural (Jordbruksver for climate project responsible
Development | ket) and support for funding
(EAFRD) environmental advice and
measures, support
ecologic
production,
carbon Applications
sequestration, and timelines
and the available here
management
of wetland and
pastures
ERDF Swedish Link to the Total of SEK 8 | Grants and 2021-2027
Agency for overview of billion (EUR financial
Economic and | national and 0.863 billion), instruments’12
Regional regional under three Tillvaxtverket
Growth programmes, overall can provide

12 Quasi-equity financial instruments: There are 8 regional Fls (programmed in each of the ERDF regional programmes,
under Specific Objective 1.3 (total of about EUR 48 million from the ERDF). Their objective is to support SMEs in early
phases, with a higher risk profile, which are usually underfunded by the market. Furthermore, the Climate Transition
Fund, programmed under the National ERDF programme under SO 1.3, with an ERDF contribution of about EUR 25
million will provide support to SMEs substantially contributing to climate transition, in line with net-zero emissions in
2045. 1t will target SMEs in early development phases and contributing to climate transition in different ways.
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https://jordbruksverket.se/stod/eus-politik-for-jordbruk-och-fiske/strategiska-planen--for-eus-jordbrukspolitik
https://jordbruksverket.se/stod/jordbruk-tradgard-och-rennaring/sam-ansokan-och-allmant-om-jordbrukarstoden/utbetalningsplan-2023-2027
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Funding
instrument

THREE
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ADDITIONAL~N

TREESE

Managing
institution

(Tillvéxtverket)

-

Contact
Information
(website)

with links to
each, see
website

Contact
(nationally):

nationella.
Regionalfonds
programmet

@tillvaxtverket
.Se

Contacts for
regional
programmes:

ovrenorrland

@tillvaxtverket

-Se

mellerstanorrl

and@tillvaxtve
rket.se

norramellansv
erige@tillvaxtv
erket.se

ostramellansv
erige @tillvaxtv
erket.se

stockholm@till
vaxtverket.se

vastsverige @t

illvaxtverket.s
e

smalandochoa

rna@tillvaxtve

rket.se

skaneblekinge
@tillvaxtverket

Scope of
support

themes: a
smarter,
greener, and
more
connected
Europe.

The Greener
Europe
objective
alone has a
budget of
EUR 214
million

Financing
vehicles

Covers up to
40% (or 50%
in the case of
the North-
Middle
Sweden
programme)
of project
costs, both to
public and
private actors

Additional
information
(scale, time

horizon
advisory
services if
available)

guidance and
support

WE GROW
TOGETHER

i

Examples of
relevant
projects
funded
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https://tillvaxtverket.se/tillvaxtverket/sokfinansiering/omvaraolikastod/eufinansieratstod/regionalfonden.3510.html
mailto:nationella.regionalfondsprogrammet@tillvaxtverket.se
mailto:nationella.regionalfondsprogrammet@tillvaxtverket.se
mailto:nationella.regionalfondsprogrammet@tillvaxtverket.se
mailto:nationella.regionalfondsprogrammet@tillvaxtverket.se
mailto:nationella.regionalfondsprogrammet@tillvaxtverket.se
mailto:ovrenorrland@tillvaxtverket.se
mailto:ovrenorrland@tillvaxtverket.se
mailto:ovrenorrland@tillvaxtverket.se
mailto:mellerstanorrland@tillvaxtverket.se
mailto:mellerstanorrland@tillvaxtverket.se
mailto:mellerstanorrland@tillvaxtverket.se
mailto:norramellansverige@tillvaxtverket.se
mailto:norramellansverige@tillvaxtverket.se
mailto:norramellansverige@tillvaxtverket.se
mailto:ostramellansverige@tillvaxtverket.se
mailto:ostramellansverige@tillvaxtverket.se
mailto:ostramellansverige@tillvaxtverket.se
mailto:stockholm@tillvaxtverket.se
mailto:stockholm@tillvaxtverket.se
mailto:vastsverige@tillvaxtverket.se
mailto:vastsverige@tillvaxtverket.se
mailto:vastsverige@tillvaxtverket.se
mailto:smalandochoarna@tillvaxtverket.se
mailto:smalandochoarna@tillvaxtverket.se
mailto:smalandochoarna@tillvaxtverket.se
mailto:skaneblekinge@tillvaxtverket.se
mailto:skaneblekinge@tillvaxtverket.se
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Funding Managing Contact Scope of Financing Additional Examples of
instrument institution Information support vehicles information relevant
(website) (scale, time projects
horizon funded
advisory
services if
available)
.se
EU funding sources under direct management
Horizon NCP: Website In Europe: a Grants As the NCP,
Europe Sweden’s budget of Vinnova may
Innovation and EUR 95 billion provide advice
Agency website and guidance
(Vinnova) to applicants
Support to
research that
contributes to
the United
Nations
Sustainable
Development
Goals (SDGs)
LIFE Swedish Website Nature and Grants Naturvardsver | TRIWA LIFE
Environmental . climate ket may and LIFE2
Protection Elcl):rllztgs\t/e den protection provide advice | TAIGA
Agency = and guidance
(Naturvardsve @naturvardsv to applicants
rket) w' or
specifically
regarding
nature and
biodiversity,
Anna
Lindhagen at
anna.lindhage
n@
naturvardsver
ket.se
RRF Each relevant | For 2021-2023: Depends on Recovery
authority that Klimatklivet, about EUR support investments
manages the see below 220 for scheme until
specific For other compensation December
to owners of 2026
nature-related
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mailto:skaneblekinge@tillvaxtverket.se
https://www.vinnova.se/m/horisont-europa/
https://www.vinnova.se/m/horisont-europa/kontakt/
https://www.naturvardsverket.se/bidrag/life/
mailto:LIFESweden@naturvardsverket.se
mailto:LIFESweden@naturvardsverket.se
mailto:LIFESweden@naturvardsverket.se
mailto:anna.lindhagen@%20naturvardsverket.se
mailto:anna.lindhagen@%20naturvardsverket.se
mailto:anna.lindhagen@%20naturvardsverket.se
mailto:anna.lindhagen@%20naturvardsverket.se
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Funding Managing Contact Scope of Financing Additional Examples of
instrument institution Information support vehicles information relevant
(website) (scale, time projects
horizon funded
advisory
services if
available)
support support valuable
mechanism schemes, nature as a
contact result of land
kundtjanst@n | use limitations
For climate aturvardsverk
and et.se or one of
environmental | the County About EUR
schemes: Administrative | 570 million
Naturvardsver | Boards listed | allocated to
ket (e.g. here Klimatklivet
Klimatklivet)
National funding
Klimatklivet Swedish Website Physical Grants Funding
Environmental climate- available until
Protection related 2026
Agency investments to
(Naturvardsve anyone
rket) (except Applications
private via the County
individuals) Administrative
Boards’ online
portal
Support to Swedish Website Measures for Grants Funding
measures for | Environmental the available until
the Protection management further notice
management | Agency of meadows
of meadows (Naturvardsve and pastures
and pastures | rket) Information
available at
the website
LONA Regional See contacts Supports local | Grants Temporarily
County at County projects for unavailable
Administrative | Administrative | environmental
Boards Boards, see management
website and
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mailto:kundtjanst@naturvardsverket.se
mailto:kundtjanst@naturvardsverket.se
mailto:kundtjanst@naturvardsverket.se
https://www.lansstyrelsen.se/
https://www.naturvardsverket.se/bidrag/klimatklivet/
https://www.e-tjanster.lansstyrelsen.se/formservice/formDownload?serviceName=lst_cfd_multiserv_formhotell_tr&scriptcomponent.cmtagname=trex-lst-klimatinvesteringsstod_ansokan-cfd&service_name=klimatinvesteringsstod_ansokan&skip.login=yes
https://www.e-tjanster.lansstyrelsen.se/formservice/formDownload?serviceName=lst_cfd_multiserv_formhotell_tr&scriptcomponent.cmtagname=trex-lst-klimatinvesteringsstod_ansokan-cfd&service_name=klimatinvesteringsstod_ansokan&skip.login=yes
https://www.naturvardsverket.se/bidrag/ersattning-for-atgarder-i-angs--och-betesmarker/
https://www.naturvardsverket.se/bidrag/ersattning-for-atgarder-i-angs--och-betesmarker/
https://www.naturvardsverket.se/490a4b/globalassets/media/dokument/bidrag/lona/lona-kontaktpersoner-lansstyrelserna.pdf
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of green
infrastructure
Nokas Swedish Website Measures for Grants Covers up to
Forest Agency ) nature and 70% of project
(Skogsstyrels Contact: cultural costs
en) skogsstyrelse | opyironments
n@ in the forest,
skogsstyrelse eg.
n.se enhancing
biodiversity
National FORMAS Website Sustainable Grants SEK 125
Research ) community million (EUR
Programme CO'_“aC‘- building, 11 million)
for registrator@fo including available per
Sustainable mas.se measures for year between
Community climate 2017 and
Building adaptation 2027
Can finance
up to 50% of
project costs
Kummuninve | Swedish local | Website For example, Green bonds
st government . for
funding C_c_)ntact. environmental
agency kifinans- and climate
U _ort kom adaptation
muninvest.se projects in
municipalities
MSB Swedish Civil | Website Preventive Grants Annual
Contingencies . measures budget: SEK
Agency Cor_ltact. against 520 million
(Myndinghete registrator@m natural (EUR 46
n for sb.se disasters such million)

samhallsskyd
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https://www.skogsstyrelsen.se/aga-skog/stod-och-bidrag/nokas/
mailto:skogsstyrelsen@skogsstyrelsen.se
mailto:skogsstyrelsen@skogsstyrelsen.se
mailto:skogsstyrelsen@skogsstyrelsen.se
mailto:skogsstyrelsen@skogsstyrelsen.se
https://formas.se/om-formas/vad-vi-gor/nationella-forskningsprogram/hallbart-samhallsbyggande.html#h-Finansieradeprojekt
mailto:registrator@formas.se
mailto:registrator@formas.se
https://kommuninvest.se/for-kunder/vara-produkter/grona-lan-2/
mailto:kifinans-support@kommuninvest.se
mailto:kifinans-support@kommuninvest.se
mailto:kifinans-support@kommuninvest.se
https://www.msb.se/sv/aktuellt/nyheter/2022/augusti/ny-forordning-ger-okade-mojligheter-for-kommuner-att-soka-statsbidrag-for-forebyggande-atgarder-mot-naturolyckor/
mailto:registrator@msb.se
mailto:registrator@msb.se
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Funding Managing Contact Scope of Financing Additional Examples of
instrument institution Information support vehicles information relevant
(website) (scale, time projects
horizon funded
advisory
services if
available)
d och as erosion
beredskap)
InfraSweden Swedish Website Adapting Grants 2023-2025
Transport transport
Administration infrastructure
(Trafikverket). to the effects Annual
of climate budget: SEK
change 15 million SEK
(EUR 1.3
million)
Can finance
up to 50% of

project costs
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https://www.infrasweden.nu/finansiering/

Annex:

NTERREG PROGRAMMES WITH
PRIORITIES RELEVANT TO TREE
PLANTING




#3BillionTrees
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The (Interreg VI-A) Germany-Austria-
Switzerland-Liechtenstein programme contains
the funded priority RSO 2.7 - biodiversity and
green infrastructure. It aims to protect the
diversity of species, and to connect habitats’*?,

The (Interreg VI-A) Sweden-Finland-Norway
(AURORA) includes the objective 2.2 focusing on
nature protection and biodiversity. As specified in
the programme, climate change moves the tree
line further up the mountains in this region. This
process decreases the space and habitat. To
mitigate this problem, cross-border collaboration
is needed in the region’4.

The (Interreg VI-B) Euro Mediterranean (EURO
MED) programme covers 14 countries from the
Northern shore of the Mediterranean Sea and
contains specific objective 2.7 - enhancing
protection and conservation of nature, biodiversity
and green infrastructure including in urban areas
and reducing all forms of pollution”®. As
described in the Programme, a stand of trees can
reduce air pollution, purify the water supply,
reduce the likelihood of floods and help regulate
the climate?.

The (Interreg VI-A) Belgium-France (Wallonie-
Vlaanderen-France) programme contains
specific objective 2.7, which is aimed at
strengthening the protection of nature,
biodiversity, and green infrastructure, especially
in urban areas, and reduce all forms of
pollution’’.

The (Interreg VI-A) IPA Bulgaria North
Macedonia programme focuses at addressing

73 Interreq Alpenrhein-Bodensee-Hochrhein

74 Interreq Aurora Programme 2021-2027, p. 7

75 Interreq Euro-MED

76 |nterreq Euro-Med programme 2021/27, pp. 16 and 50

77 Interreq France-Walonie-Vlaanderen

78 Interreq IPA CBC Bulgaria — Republic of North Macedonia
79 Interreq North West Europe programme

364

WE GROW
TOGETHER

issues related to the conservation of nature and
biodiversity”'8,

The (Interreg VI-B) Interreg North West Europe
programme contains the objective RSO 2.7 -
biodiversity and green infrastructure, to ensure
the protection or restoration of ecosystems and
prevent the loss of biodiversity and natural
capital™s®,

The (Interreg VI-A) France-Germany-
Switzerland (Upper Rhine) programme contains
the objective RSO 2.7 Biodiversity and green
infrastructure”?°,

The (Interreg VI-A) Slovakia-Czechia
programme contains the investment priority 6 D -
protecting the biodiversity of the cross-border
area through the cooperation in the field of
protection and coordination management of
important natural areas’?*.

The (Interreg VI-A) Slovenia-Croatia
programme contains the investment priority 6 D -
protecting and restoring biodiversity and
promoting ecosystem services’??.

The (Interreg VI-A) Slovenia-Hungary
programme contains the investment priority RSO
2.7 - Biodiversity and green infrastructure’.

The (Interreg VI-B) South West Europe
(SUDOE) programme contains the investment
priority RSO 2.7 Biodiversity and green
infrastructure’?,

The (Interreg VI-A) Hungary-Croatia contains
the investment priority 6 D - Restoring the
ecological diversity in the border area™.

720 Interreq Upper Rhine

721 Interreq Slovakia — Czech Republic
722 Interreg Slovenia — Croatia

723 |Interreq Slovenia — Hungary

724 Interreq SUDOE
725 Interreq Hungary-Croatia



https://www.interreg.org/
https://www.interregaurora.eu/support/programme-documents/
https://interreg-euro-med.eu/en/who-we-are/
https://interreg-euro-med.eu/en/who-we-are/
https://www.interreg-fwvl.eu/fr/strategie#climat-environnement
https://interreg.eu/programme/interreg-ipa-cbc-bulgaria-former-yugoslav-republic-of-macedonia/
https://interreg.eu/programme/interreg-sweden-finland-norway/
https://www.interreg-rhin-sup.eu/
https://www.sk-cz.eu/sk/
http://www.si-hr.eu/en2/
http://www.si-hu.eu/2127/programme-sihu/
https://www.interreg-sudoe.eu/gbr/home
http://www.huhr-cbc.com/en
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The (Interreg VI-A) Belgium-The Netherlands
(Vlaanderen-Nederland) contains the investment
priority RSO 2.7 - biodiversity and green
infrastructure’?®,

The (Interreg VI-A) France-Switzerland
contains the investment priority RSO 2.7
Biodiversity and green infrastructure’.

The (Interreg VI-A) Romania-Hungary
programme contains the investment priority (S.0)
2.7 - enhancing protection and preservation of
nature, biodiversity, and green infrastructure,
including in urban areas, and reducing all forms
of pollution”?,

The (Interreg VI-D) Madeira-Azores-Canary
Islands (MAC) programme contains the
VALCONMAC project which covers the valuation
and conservation of forest resources in
Macaronesia’?®,

The (Interreg VI-A) Greece-Bulgaria programme
contains the investment priority 6D —
enhancement of the effectiveness of biodiversity
protection activities’°.

The (Interreg VI-A) Hungary-Slovakia
programme contains the investment priority SO
1.2 — protection and preservation of nature,
biodiversity and green infrastructure”?,

726 Interreq Vlaanderen-Nederland
727 Interreq France-Switzerland
728 Interreq Romania-Hungary
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729 The (Interreg VI-D) Madeira-Azores-Canary Islands (MAC)
70 Interreq Greece-Bulgaria
71 Interreq Hungary-Slovakia



https://www.grensregio.eu/
https://www.interreg-francesuisse.eu/
https://interreg-rohu.eu/en/priority-1-green-en/
https://mac-interreg.org/registroficha?eje=4
http://www.greece-bulgaria.eu/
https://www.skhu.eu/programme/interreg-husk-2021-2027
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